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P.S. Note that TSA has moved its offices to 500 Chicon in Austin (78702). The building, which TSA 
purchased in November, was recognized in 2002 with a TSA Design Award.
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C O N T R I B U T O R S

D R O R  B A L D I N G E R ,  A I A  is a partner and director of design at the 
venerable San Antonio firm Marmon Mok. When not contemplating the brick-
ness of a brick, he may be found photographing great architecture and delicate 
flowers, serving as vice president of the Baldinger family, or anguishing over 
the brilliance of the Arsenal Football Club. See page 40 for his review of Alamo 
Colleges’ Northwest Vista Campus.
R E B E C C A  B O L E S ,  A I A  recently learned about wiring solar collec-
tors during a light fixture workshop (see photo above). She continues gaining 
knowledge as she teaches at the UT Arlington School of Architecture. See her 
‘Emerging Professionals’ essay on page 28 regarding award-winning intern 
development programs at three Texas firms. 
A L L I S O N  H S I A O  G A S K I N S  is a faculty member of the UT Austin 
School of Architecture. She also practices independently and has previous design 
experience with KieranTimberlake in Philadelphia and Cottam Hargrave in Austin. 
Gaskins’ current design/build research implementation focuses on the structural 
integrity of block towers as built by her three year old as they undergo rigorous 
testing by his little sister. See her Backpage article on page 84.

B R A N T L E Y  H I G H T O W E R ,  A I A  works at Lake|Flato Architects in San 
Antonio. He is also currently working on a multi-year project to document the 
50 courthouses of Central Texas. His article about the Texas Historic Courthouse 
Preservation Program is found on page 27.
A N N A  M O D  is a historic preservation specialist / architectural historian with 
SWCA Environmental Consultants in Houston. She loves exploring Texas, looking 
at buildings, and jumping into rivers and lakes. See her article on page 56.
T H O M A S  H A Y N E  U P C H U R C H ,  A I A  lives in Brenham and always 
enjoys the chance to dance with daughter Brennan (now 13). Read his article 
on page 32.
B I L L  T .  W I L S O N  I I ,  F A I A  is a principal with WKMC Architects in 
Corpus Christi. He currently represents the Texas Society of Architects as one 
of three regional directors on the AIA Board of Directors. When not managing 
the design of public education facilities or taking part in AIA activities, he is 
outdoors staying in touch with our state’s great rural and agricultural traditions. 
See his juror’s perspective on the TASA/TASB Exhibit of School Architecture 
on page 68. 

Allison Gaskins

Anna Mod

Thomas Hayne Upchurch, AIA

Brantley Hightower, AIA

Bill T. Wilson II, FAIA

Rebecca Boles, AIA

Dror Baldinger, AIA
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 UPDATES  
TAMU Master Plan
The Interdisciplinary Life Science Building designed 
by Perkins+Will and profiled in the Jan/Feb 2010 
issue of Texas Architect was the first project at the 
College Station campus of Texas A&M University 
built under the new requirements of the 2004 Master 
Plan. Featured on page 50, the new Mitchell Physics 
Complex, designed by Michael Graves & Associates, 
is the newest addition to that master plan.

Lost Pines Chapel
Lost Pines Chapel in Bastrop, designed by Murray 
Legge, AIA, of LZT Architects in Austin, received a 
2008 TSA Design Award and was featured in that 
year’s Sept/Oct issue of Texas Architect. In October, 
the rough-hewn, open-air chapel was one of three 
Texas projects recognized with an American Architec-
ture Award, an annual program sponsored by the Chi-
cago Athenaeum to promote cutting-edge design. 

NEWS/EVENTS 
TSA Offers Input on IgCC Version 2.0
In December, the Texas Society of Architects sought 
suggestions from practitioners across the state for 
specific language to improve the latest draft of the 
International Green Construction Code (IgCC Version 
2.0). To learn more about the role TSA has played 
to date, visit the Advocacy Resources section of the 
TSA website.

TSA’s New Office Opens Jan. 24
On Jan. 24, TSA opens its doors at 500 Chicon —the 
Society’s new headquarters on the east side of Austin. 
The 9,400-sf building, built in 1923 and renovated 
in 2001, is a 2002 TSA Design Award winner and 
previous home to FD2S graphic design firm. 

TWITTER 
TSA Lobby Day Hashtag #ArchDay
Tweet with TSA on Advocates for Architecture Day, 
Jan. 25, as TSA members visit lawmakers at the State 
Capitol. Hashtag #ArchDay.

FACEBOOK  
Be our Fan on Facebook
Stay connected to TSA through facebook—“Like” 
us and stay informed.

BLOG 
El Paso’s New U.S. Courthouse
Last September in downtown El Paso, the General 
Services Administration finally unveiled its new and 
long-anticipated federal courthouse. The design and 
construction process was troubled by extensive “value 
engineering” that frustrated the architect, AIA Gold 
Medalist Antoine Predock, to the point where he 
sought to disassociate himself from the project.

W Austin Hotel & Residences
The W Austin Hotel and Residences, designed by 
Austin firm Andersson-Wise Architects, opened 
Dec. 9 and is part of the Block 21 develop-
ment that when completed will include ACL Live 
and a myriad of retail, restaurant, and office 
spaces. The architects tried to connect the project 
to the Austin experience and describe the design 
as “bohemian and loose, differently modern than 
other W designs.” Heather Plimmer of Stratus 
Properties worked in collaboration with the archi-
tects on the interior concept.

Advocates for Architecture Day 
Texas is facing a historic budget deficit of $25 billion, 
which is a fourth of the overall budget. This means 
budget cuts will be drastic and revenue sources 
will be desperately sought! What if architects were 
procured by price instead of qualifications? What if 
K-12 schools are forced to choose from state stan-
dardized architectural plans? On Jan. 25, over 200 
Texas Society of Architects members will gather at 
the State Capitol and articulate to Texas legislators 
the issues that affect architects statewide.  W 
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Austin
11212 Metric Blvd., Suite 300

Austin 78758
512-977-7440

Corpus Christi
361-814-7000   800-333-9203

Dallas/Coppell
425 Airline Drive, Suite 200

Coppell 75019
972-304-1200   800-888-3667

Fort Worth
4455 Camp Bowie Rd., #110

Fort Worth 76107
817-737-8877   800-955-9667

Fredericksburg/Kerrville
603 FM 2093, Suite 1103

Tivydale Business Park
Fredericksburg 78624

830-990-5717   800-333-9203

Houston
16002 Tomball Pkwy.

Houston 77086
281-440-9090   800-934-3502

McAllen/Brownsville/Laredo
800-333-9203

San Antonio
814 Arion Pkwy., #109

San Antonio 78216
210-494-8889   800-333-9203

West Texas
800-888-3667

Shreveport
318-869-4220

For more information, please visit 
one of the centers listed below.

9201 Winkler, Houston, TX 77017
713.944.0988   www.avadek.com

For more information, please visit our website at warenoffs.com

We are all about the details…

Custom Architectural Millwork

and it shows!
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Architects Plan Advocacy Day at Capitol
For Grass-Roots Lobbying of Legislators
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To participate in Advocates for Architecture Day, contact TSA’s 
Ted Kozlowski at (512) 478-7386 or govaffairs@texasarchitect.
org. Access more information at texasarchitect.org/archday.

T A  S T A F F

DESIGNING THE FUTURE OF TEXAS POLIC
Y

The halls of the State Capitol will resound with the footsteps of 200 architects on Jan. 25 during the opening weeks 

of the 82nd Texas Legislature. Sponsored by the Texas Society of Architects/AIA, Advocates for Architecture Day will 

educate state lawmakers on issues relative to the profession.

mailto:govaffairs@texasarchitect.org
mailto:govaffairs@texasarchitect.org
www.texasarchitect.org/archday
www.texasarchitect.org/archday
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Preservationists Save 1891 Cottage, 
Now Updated With ‘Green’ Strategies
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S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

Now called the Green Revival Cottage, the historic home was knocked off its six-foot piers by Hurricane Ike two years 

ago. The Galveston Historical Foundation spearheaded the preservation effort, completed in October, that demonstrates 

the value of environmentally sensitive design in updating historic properties.

PHOTOS BY DAVID CANRIGHT, COURTESY GALVESTON HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
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If you’re thinking about steel for your next project,  

think Red Dot. After 46 years of manufacturing and 

erecting quality steel structures, we know steel inside 

and out. And as your partner, we can help you save time, 

money and headaches. For more information, visit  

nnn%i\[[fkYl`c[`e^j%Zfd&KJ8, or call ($/''$-,.$))*+.
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http://www.reddotbuildings.com
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LRGV Tour of Ranch Architecture 
Reveals Two Centuries of Changes
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S T E P H E N  F O X 

The historic Hidalgo pumphouse now functions as one of nine Valley sites affiliated with the World Birding Center.
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Emily Morgan HotelThe Bridge

Cutting Horse Ranch

LC Ranch

‘San Antonio Awards’ continued on page 76
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YOUR GREEN METAL RESOURCE

PAC_Animal_Care_half_island_.indd   1 12/8/10   2:42 PM

http://www.pac-clad.com
http://www.jewellconcrete.com


http://www.nichiha.com
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Four Awards from Fort Worth Jury
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With our acquisition of Ted DeZurik and his PolyWall® air barrier 
technology, Polyguard Products completes its goal of an integrated 
based set of building envelope products. To keep current with the latest 
innovations to control moisture and air with the building envelope, we 
encourage you to get to know these “grey haired” inventors.

PolyWall® 
Air Barrier

Flashing and 
Rainscreen 
Systems

Underseal® System

PolyFlow® 
Drainage Systems

Blindside
Underslab

35 years in construction - 24 years in waterproofi ng, 
including 12 years managing the expansion of 
Polyguard’s 40 year old Architectural Products 
Division - CSI - one patent and one patent pending in 
below grade waterproofi ng technology.

Vice President - Architectural Products

Bryan Coulter

PE with 26 years in waterproofi ng and 33 years in 
drainage, including 20 years building America’s 2nd 
largest drainage products manufacturer - CSI, ASCE - 
two patents in drainage technology.

Director - Drainage Systems

Mike Obermeyer

27 years in masonry - founded PACC Systems, a 
building envelope products development company, 
40 fl ashing products designed to overcome common 
construction and design oversights - CSI - eight 
products patented or pending in air and moisture 
management technology.

Director - Wall Systems

Mike Collins

President/founder in 1990 of Poly-Wall®- acquired 
October 2010 - ABAA technical committee - CSI - nine 
patents in air barrier and waterproofi ng technology.

Technical Director - Air Barrier Systems

Ted DeZurik
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The Douglas Group 
IS PROUD TO BE PART OF THE TEAM FOR 

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN LIBRARY.

Houston, Texas – Washington, D.C.
713.961.3311
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C A L E N D A R

Tornillo High School El Paso Community College’s Culinary Arts Program

Armijo Branch Library Computer Lab AdditionGECU Central Operations

‘The Vibrant City’ at AIA Austin
AIA Austin hosts the photography exhibit “The 
Vibrant City” with images by Edgar Farrera, AIA. The 
images form part of Farrera’s ongoing exploration 
into the buildings and objects that contribute to 
the unique character of a place, and of the spaces 
between them that we inhabit. For more information, 
visit www.aiaaustin.org.  Thru JAN 14 

Call for Entries: AIA/COTE Awards  
The American Institute of Architects Committee 
on the Environment (COTE) requests submissions 
for its annual COTE Top Ten Green Projects awards 
program, which showcases projects that feature 
excellence in sustainable design principles and 
reduced energy consumption. Awarded projects 
will be exhibited at the AIA National Convention 
and Design Expo in New Orleans. Registration 
forms and other information can be accessed at 
www.aia.org/practicing/groups/kc/AIAB086553. 
Deadline JAN 24

Advocates for Architecture Day
The Texas Society of Architects|AIA hosts its first 
lobby day at the State Capitol, Advocates for Archi-
tecture Day on Jan. 25, 2011. Training will begin 
that morning at 9 a.m. at the AT&T Conference 
Center/Hotel, with visits to the Capitol scheduled 
throughout the day. A reception will be held Jan. 24 
at 6 p.m. at TSA’s new headquarters, 500 Chicon 
St. in Austin. For more information visit, www.
texasarchitect.org. JAN 25

Rice Presents Ben Van Berkel
The Rice Spring 2011 Lecture Series presents Ben 
Van Berkel, principal architect, UNStudio. The 
architect’s first commission to design the Erasmus 
Bridge 1996 in Rotterdam profoundly affected his 
understanding of the role of the architect today 
and constituted the foundation of his collaborative 
approach to practice. Recent projects include the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart and Arnhem 
Central. Rice University, 5:30 p.m. More information 
is available at www.arch.rice.edu. JAN 27-28

DAF Hosts ‘The Design of Sustainability’
As part of its 2010-11 Lecture Season, the Dallas 
Architecture Forum presents “The Design of Sustain-
ability – Science and Sensibility.” Gary Cunningham, 
FAIA, will discuss sustainability in multiple contexts, 
be it the newest technology, lifestyle, or time-tested 
regional design, and how all of these can flow 
together to present a new aesthetic and approach to 
the built environment. Access more information at 
www.dallasarchitectureforum.org. FEB 8

AIA El Paso Presents Awards

E L  P A S O !Uijt!zfbsÖt!BJB!Fm!Qbtp!Eftjho!
Bxbset!qsphsbn!xbt!kvsjfe!cz!fjhiu!ftuffnfe!
bsdijufduvsbm! fevdbupst! gspn!Vojwfstjebe!
Bvupopnb!ef!Djvebe!Kvbsf{-!mpdbufe!kvtu!bdsptt!
uif!joufsobujpobm!cpsefs/!Uif!kvsz!nfu!gps!uxp!
ebzt!boe!sfwjfxfe!b!upubm!pg!45!fousjft-!vmujnbufmz!
sfdphoj{joh!ßwf!qspkfdut!xjui!bxbset!gps!eftjho!
fydfmmfodf!jo!gpvs!dbufhpsjft/

Bnpoh!uif!qppm!pg!kvehft-!ßwf!tfmfdufe!qspk.
fdut!gps!Eftjho!Bxbset/!Bopuifs!uisff!sfwjfxfe!
dboejebuft!gps!b!Hsffo!Cvjmejoh!Bxbse-!cvu!op!
bxbse!xbt!qsftfoufe/

Uif!kvsz!dibjs!xbt!Es/!Ifdups!Sjwfsp-!ifbe!pg!
uif!vojwfstjuzÖt!Efqbsunfou!pg!Bsdijufduvsf/!

Bgufs!uif!uxp!ebzt!pg!sfwjfx!uifz!tfmfdufe!uif!
gpmmpxjoh!qspkfdut!gps!bxbset;!

HFDV!Dfousbm!Pqfsbujpot!cz!Qfstqfdujwb!
sfdfjwfe!bo!Ipops!Bxbse/!Foufsfe!jo!uif!Dpn.
nfsdjbm!dbufhpsz-!uif!qspkfdu!sfdfjwfe!ijhi!nbslt!
cz!uif!kvsz!gps!jut!vovtvbm!eftjho!boe!jut!hfofspvt!
tqbujbm!rvbmjuz-!ftqfdjbmmz!jo!uif!nbjo!mpccz/

Bsnjkp!Csbodi!Mjcsbsz!Dpnqvufs!Mbc!Beej.
ujpo!cz!HB!Bsdijufduvsf!xbt!sfdphoj{fe!xjui!b!
Nfsju!Bxbse/!Foufsfe!jo!uif!Djwjd!dbufhpsz-!uif!

qspkfdu!xbt!qsbjtfe!cz!uif!kvsz!gps!uif!xbz!uif!
fyufsjps!xbt!cspvhiu! joup!uif!joufsjps!tqbdf-!
vtjoh!obuvsbm!mjhiu!up!bddfou!joufsjps!gfbuvsft-!boe!
uipvhiugvm!efubjmjoh!pg!uif!joufsjps!tqbdft/

Upsojmmp!Ijhi!Tdippm!cz!Bmwjesf{!Bsdijufd.
uvsf!xbt!qsftfoufe!xjui!bo!Ipopsbcmf!Nfo.
ujpo/!Foufsfe!jo!uif!Djwjd!dbufhpsz-!uif!qspkfdu!
jousjhvfe!uif!kvsz!xjui!jut!vovtvbm!fyufsjps-!cvu!
xibu!xpo!uijt!qspkfdu!bo!bxbse!xbt!uif!bsdijufduÖt!
dbsfgvm!buufoujpo!up!joufsjps!efubjmt/!

Fm!Qbtp!Dpnnvojuz!DpmmfhfÖt!Dvmjobsz!Bsut!
Qsphsbn!cz!QbslIjmm!Tnjui!boe!Dppqfs!sfdfjwfe!
bo!Ipops!Bxbse!jo!uif!Joufsjpst!dbufhpsz/!Uif!
qspkfdu!xbt!cvjmu!xjuijo!bo!fyjtujoh!xbsfipvtf.
uzqf!tusvduvsf/!Uif!kvsz!mpwfe!uif!qmbz!pg!mjhiu!boe!
joufsjps!efubjmjoh!xjuijo!uijt!tqbdf-!bt!xfmm!bt!jut!
eftjho!pg!tqbdf!boe!gpsn/!)Tff!bsujdmf!po!q/!85*

Jo!uif!Tuvejp!dbufhpsz!)pqfo!up!tuvefout!boe!
opo.bsdijufdut*-!bo!Ipops!Bxbse!xbt!qsftfoufe!
up!Ovnjopvt!Tqbdf!cz!eftjhofs!Xjmmjbn!Ifmn/!
Uif!kvsz!xbt!jotqjsfe!cz!uif!eftjhofsÖt!voefs.
tuboejoh!pg!uif!sfhjpoÖt!eftfsu!fowjsponfou!boe!
ijt!dsfbujpo!pg!gpvs!tqfdjbm!qmbdft!gps!wjfxjoh!
obuvsbm!qifopnfob/!)Gps!npsf!jogpsnbujpo!po!
uijt!qspkfdu-!tff!Qbqfsxpsl!po!q/!36/*

R O B E R T  G A R L A N D  I I I ,  A I A

http://www.aiaaustin.org
http://www.aia.org/practicing/groups/kc/AIAB086553
http://www.texasarchitect.org
http://www.texasarchitect.org
http://www.arch.rice.edu
http://www.dallasarchitectureforum.org


http://www.texastone.com


T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T1 / 2  2 0 1 1 25

P A P E R W O R K

Numinous Space
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Preserving Texas’ historic county courthouse makes sense even in challenging economic times 
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‘Improvements’ to the 1886 Bosque County 

Courthouse, designed by J.J. Kane, expunged 

its Victorian Gothic Revival characteristics. 

But, thanks in part to a grant through the 

Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation 

Program, its missing Italianate clock tower 

has been reconstructed. ArchiTexas was the 

restoration architect.
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(top) FKP Architect’s emerging professionals entered ‘Boot Out Hunger’ in 2010 Can-

struction Houston. (above) Interns with English + Associates Architects laid the ground-

work for ‘A Drop in the Bucket’ in the AIA Houston’s 2010 Sandcastle competition.

TOP PHOTO COURTESY FKP ARCHITECTS; BOTTOM PHOTO COURTESY ENGLISH + ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS
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Rebecca Boles, AIA, is a frequent contributor to Texas Architect. 

For expanded intern profiles from all three IDP Outstanding Firm Award winners, see the TSA blog.  
NCARB Intern Development Guidelines, effective October 2010, are available at www.ncarb.org/
forms/idp_guidelines.pdf.

http://texasarchitect.blogspot.com/search?q=emerging+professional
http://www.ncarb.org/forms/idp_guidelines.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/forms/idp_guidelines.pdf


 Acme has minimized energy 

use and achieved peak efficiency, 

appealing to architects’ concern for 

environmental conservation as a 

central practice of good business.

 Long ago, we invested in our 

own fleet of delivery vehicles for 

efficiency, and developed earth-

friendly maintenance to recycle tires, 

oil, and wash water. We reduced 

fuel consumption through route 

 Our brick also offers these leed 

qualities with little maintenance over 

the life of a building. Acme Brick even 

exceeds the sustainability goals of the 

leed program by providing a beautiful 

life-cycle solution that increases in 

value with each passing year.

 Our commitment to the earth 

through our products and support 

to architects for leed certification 

extends to our company’s operations. 

architects to build earth-friendly. 

Acme Brick makes sustainable 

products derived from earth’s clay 

that architects have used in historic 

homes and architectural landmarks 

which span the decades.

 Our network of manufacturing 

plants allows architects to meet leed’s 

500-mile limit for local materials on 

most projects. We deliver your brick 

with minimal packaging, which like 

brick itself is fully recyclable.

 Acme Brick has thermal mass 

that architects can use in design 

to delay heat transfer and improve 

energy performance. Using brick 

as an interior finish material meets 

leed goals by eliminating the use 

of volatile organic compounds 

associated with paints, carpets, 

and adhesives.

ur history of “being 

Earth’s Biggest Fan
green” since 

1891 provides 

a foundation for 

partnering with 

To request your FREE “Color Guide 
for Architects,” please visit 
brick.com/colorguide
Also at brick.com, please 
download Masonry 
Designer, a free 
companion 
design 
program.

acm txa cg green spread.0901fnl.indd   8 12/5/08   3:34:26 PM

http://www.brick.com


optimization, and have added trucks 

that run on a biodiesel blend.

 In the 1970s, we invested heavily 

to reduce our plants’ natural gas 

consumption by up to two-thirds. 

Energy usage per brick continues to 

fall, as Acme has cut another 17.4% 

over the last five years alone.

 We have voluntarily invested in 

clean-air technology to slash kiln 

emissions, and pioneered wetlands 

revitalization of runoff, so that water 

leaves our Perla plant site cleaner than 

when it arrived. We have built 17 lakes, 

rich with wildlife and vegetation, on 

reclaimed raw material sites. 

 Acme Brick joins you in earth-

friendly building with every brick 

we make. To experience our brick’s 

character and range up close, let 

us send you our Color Guide for 

Architects, with 67 natural colors, 

every one of them “green.” Visit 

brick.com/colorguide to request yours 

for free. Please let it be one more way 

that you and Acme Brick partner to 

build sustainably for the ages.

From the earth, 
for the earth.®

800.792.1234   
brick.com

For further details about using brick in sus-
tainable design, please visit greenbrick.com 
or contact your Acme sales representative, or 
one of our LEED-accredited engineers.

This 143-acre site in Clinton, Oklahoma, provided clay for millions of Acme Brick. When brickmaking ended, we built a 
lake that today teems with fish and wildlife. One of the few traces of the site’s former use is its name: Acme Brick Park.

acm txa cg green spread.0901fnl.indd   11 12/5/08   3:38:23 PM

http://www.brick.com
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P R O J E C T  Enfield Residence, Austin

C L I E N T  Ed and Liz Tirrell

A R C H I T E C T  Frank Welch & Associates

D E S I G N  T E A M  Frank Welch, FAIA; Scott Marek, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  S&W Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Walker Structural Engineering (struc-

tural); Mark Word Design Landscape (landscape); 

Palco Lighting (lighting); Blaine Johnson (interiors)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Charles David Smith 
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(preceding spread) Frank Welch & As-

sociates designed the Enfield Residence 

with a double-height, skylit stair hall 

that organizes the interior spaces. The 

main house is set back from a busy sub-

urban street in west Austin, with mature 

oaks and a low stone wall to buffer the 

sights and sounds of the traffic. 

(this page, right and left) The architect 

sought to design a “quiet” house for his 

daughter and her family. The complex 

contains a total of 3,850 sf of air-

conditioned space divided between the 

main house and the guest quarters.

(opposite page) Outdoor living areas 

on both levels of the main house pro-

vide protected spaces for enjoying the 

courtyard and pool.
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‘The interior is the main event,’ says 

Frank Welch, FAIA, whose floor plan for 

the house allows for uncluttered simplic-

ity with abundant natural light.
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The author is the principal of Upchurch Architects in Brenham. 

 

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: Nickel Construc-

tion; WATER FEATURES: Lakeside Custom Pools & 

Spas; FENCES: Empire Fencing; STONE: AJ Brauer 

Stone; GRANITE: Moe Fried Marble & Granite; METAL 

DECKING: Austin Roofing & Siding; ARCHITECTURAL 

METAL WORK: Anderson Welding; LUMBER, PRE-FAB-

RICATED WOOD, GLUE LAMINATED TIMBER, WATERPROOFING, 

MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: BMC Materials; ARCHITEC-

TURAL WOODWORK: QSI Custom Cabinets; BUILDING 

INSULATION: Icynene; VAPOR RETARDERS: Tyvek; ROOF/

WALL PANELS, METAL ROOFING: Drexel Metals; METAL 

DOORS AND WINDOWS, VINYL WINDOWS: Kolbe & Kolbe 

(Grand Openings); SKYLIGHTS: Skyline Sky-lites; 

GLASS AND DECORATIVE GLAZING: Groove Glass; TILE: 

DalTile ; WOOD FLOORING : Boatright Hardwood 

Floors; FLUID APPLIED FLOORING: Concrete by Design; 

PAINT: Benjamin Moore ; TUB/SHOWER ENCLOSURES: 

Groove Glass; FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Dacor (Kiva 

Kitchen and Bath) ; KITCHEN /BATH CABINETS: QSI 

Custom Cabinets

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 ENTRY COURT
 2 STAIR HALL
 3 KITCHEN
 4 LIVING/DINING
 5 LIBRARY
 6 GARAGE
 7 PORCH
 8 POOL
 9 INTERIOR COURT
 10 PLAYROOM
 11 GUEST ROOM
 12 STORAGE
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Established in 1994, SSA is an MEP consulting engineering ¿ rm 
specializing in design, construction management and commissioning 
of research, healthcare, higher education, K-12, public works, 
aviation, and governmental facilities.

Featured in this edition of Texas Architect and pictured left, The 
George P. and Cynthia Mitchell Institute for Fundamental Physics 
and Astronomy is just one example from our innovative design 
portfolio and a 2011 Texas Council of Engineering Companies 
Gold Medal Award Winner for Engineering Excellence.
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D E S I G N  F O R  E D U C A T I O N

Informal
Learning
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Fort Worth Museum of Science and History

TAMU Mitchell Physics Building

Alamo Colleges Northwest Vista Campus

African American Library at The Gregory School
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Lakefront Learning
b y  D R O R  B A L D I N G E R ,  A I A
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COMPLETED IN 2005, THE MASTER PLAN EXPANSION!gps!uif!Bmbnp!Dpm.
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CAMPUS SITE PLAN
 1 JUNIPER HALL ACADEMIC CENTER
 2 REDBUD LEARNING CENTER
 3 LIVE OAK HALL
 4 PHYSICAL PLANT
 5 PALMETTO FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
 6 CYPRESS CAMPUS CENTER
 7 EXISTING BUILDING
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P R O J E C T  Juniper Hall Academic Center and Redbud Learning Center; San Antonio

C L I E N T  Alamo Colleges

A R C H I T E C T  Alamo Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  Michael Lanford, AIA; Jerry Lammers, AIA; Heidi Silva; Victor Castillo; 

Marcello Martinez; AIA; Keith Watson

C O N T R A C T O R  Bartlett Cocke General Contractors

C O N S U L T A N T S   Broaddus & Associates + Project Control (construction program man-

ager); SWA Group (landscape); Bender Wells Clark Design (landscape); Goetting and 

Assoc. (MEP); Jaster-Quintanilla (structural); CDS/Muery Services (civil); Protection 

Development Inc. (code)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Chris Cooper

P R O J E C T  Cypress Campus Student Center, San Antonio

C L I E N T  Alamo Colleges

A R C H I T E C T  Sprinkle & Co.

D E S I G N  T E A M  Davis Sprinkle, AIA; Jeff Langham, AIA; Brett Davidson; Anilu Trevino; 

Jose Torres; Travis Lucy

C O N T R A C T O R  Bartlett Cocke General Contractors

C O N S U L T A N T S  Broaddus & Associates + Project Control (construction program man-

ager); Alpha Consulting Engineers (structural); CDS/Muery Services (civil); Bender 

Wells Clark Design (landscape); Barron Engineering (MEP); SWA Group (landscape); 

Protection Development Inc. (code)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Chris Cooper

P R O J E C T  Live Oak Academic Center, San Antonio

C L I E N T  Alamo Colleges

A R C H I T E C T  OCO Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  Mickey Conrad, AIA; Carlos Constantino, Assoc. AIA; Debbie Johnson, 

AIA; Jose Balboa

C O N T R A C T O R  Bartlett Cocke General Contractors

C O N S U L T A N T S  Broaddus & Associates + Project Control (construction program man-

ager); Alpha Consulting Engineers (structural); CDS/Muery Services (civil); Bender 

Wells Clark Design (landscape); Barron Engineering (MEP); SWA Group (landscape); 

Protection Development Inc. (code)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Chris Cooper; Mark Menjivar

(preceding spread) The 82,000-sf Live Oak Academic Center by OCO 

Architects is among several new buildings at the Alamo Community 

College District’s Northwest Vista Campus. A new master plan by Alamo 

Architects and SWA was implemented in 2005 and featured a man-made 

lake at the center of the 137-acre campus.
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Juniper and Redbud 
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Up!csfbl!uif!vojgpsnjuz!boe!npopupoz!pg!fyjtujoh!sppàjoft!Ñ!ijqqfe-!
tuboejoh.tfbn!nfubm!Ñ!uif!bsdijufdut!Óàjqqfe!vqÔ!uif!sppgt!pg!uif!ofx!cvjme.
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b�pse!wjfxt!up!uif!mblf!boe!bekbdfou!dpnnpo!tqbdft/!!
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(clockwise from bottom right) The Redbud Learning Center, part of the 

complex designed by Alamo Architects, includes a cyber café adjacent 

to the man-made lake. The library within Redbud features a playful 

arrangement of acoustical fiber panels in various colors, angles, and 

heights that evoke blowing confetti. Tilted rooflines give Redbud’s 

exterior a similar expression of exuberance.
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R E S O U R C E S  MASONRY UNITS: Acme, Featherlite; EXPANSION JOINT COVERS: InPro Corp.; ARCHI-

TECTURAL WOODWORK: Terrill Manufacturing Co. (Environ Biocomposites); ROOF AND WALL 

PANELS: Berridge Mfg. (Port Enterprises); MEMBRANE ROOFING: US Ply (Port Enterprises); 

WOOD DOORS: Haley (Wessely-Thompson Hardware); GYPSUM: USG; TILE: Crossville, DalTile; 

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Tectum; PAINT: ICI; TOILET COMPARTMENTS: Santana-Comtec (DEA Special-

ties); SHADES: Draper (Service Shade Shop); FURNITURE: Neinkamper, Sandler Seating, 

Landscape Forms, Arcadia, Bretford

REDBUD SECTION

JUNIPER SECTION

REDBUD LEARNING CENTER, LAKE LEVEL
 1 OFFICES
 2 COMPUTER LAB
 3 MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL
 4 GROUP STUDY
 5 LIBRARY STACKS
 6 COMMON LOBBY
 7 CYBER CAFE

JUNIPER HALL, LAKE LEVEL
 1 OFFICES
 2 COMPUTER LAB
 3 MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL
 4 READING LAB
 5 TEACHING LAB
 6 COMMON LOBBY
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Cypress Campus Center 
Tqsjolmf!boe!Dp/!eftjhofe!uif!Dzqsftt!Dbnqvt!Dfoufs!po!uif!fbtufso!
fehf!pg!uif!mblf/!Uif!cvjmejoh!dpoubjot!tfnjobs!sppnt-!ejojoh!ibmm-!uif!
dbnqvtÖ!cppltupsf-!benjojtubujpo!p�dft-!boe!tuvefou!bewjtpstÖ!p�dft/!
Jo!bo!pshboj{bujpobm!nfuipe!tjnjmbs!up!uibu!vtfe!cz!Bmbnp!Bsdijufdut-!
Tqsjolmf!boe!Dp/!bmtp!ejwjefe!uif!cvjmejohÖt!qsphsbn!joup!uxp!cmpdlt-!
xijdi!bmmpxfe!uif!eftjhofst!up!sftqfdu!uif!dbnqvt!hsje!xjui!pof!cmpdl-!boe!
bebqu!uif!ofx-!spubufe!hsje!xjui!uif!tfdpoe!cvjmejoh!cmpdl/!Uif!sftvmujoh!
hfpnfusz!dsfbufe!b!àvje!boe!tqbujbmmz!ezobnjd!dpoofdujoh!mpccz/!B!tuvez!
pg!uif!cvjmejohÖt!qmbot<!uif!qsphsbn!fmfnfout!boe!uifjs!dpnqptjujpobm!
bttfncmz-!sfwfbmt!sjhps!boe!fmfhbodf/

Uif!cvjmejoh!bmtp!fdipft!Bmbnp!BsdijufdutÖ!vtf!pg!sppg!qmboft!gps!
esbnbujd!fyqsfttjpo/!Ju!jodpsqpsbuft!b!mphhjb!voefs!b!nbttjwf-!ujmufe!sppg!
gpsn/!Ipxfwfs-!xjui!uif!mphhjb!gbdjoh!evf!xftu-!Tqsjolmf!boe!Dp!ibe!up!
dpotjefs!beejujpobm!tibejoh!efwjdft!gps!qspufdujpo!gspn!ejsfdu!tvomjhiu!
boe!uif!hmbsf!pg!uif!mblf-!boe!tp!uifz!jouspevdfe!bo!psjhjobm-!joufsxpwfo-!
qfsgpsbufe!nfubm!tdsffo!uibu!jt!cpui!bsujtujd!boe!gvodujpobm/

Uif!cvjmejohÖt!nbttjoh!jt!ejsfdu!boe!dmfbs!xjui!fbdi!pg!uif!gbdbeft!qsp.
kfdujoh!dbsfgvm!dpnqptjujpobm!jowftujhbujpo!jo!csjdl-!tuvddp-!nfubm!qbofmt-!
boe!hmbtt/!Joufsobmmz-!uif!hfofspvt!vtf!pg!hmbtt-!tqbujbm!dpoofdujwjuz!boe!b!
csjhiu!qbmfuuf!pg!dpmps!nblf!uif!Dzqsftt!Dbnqvt!DfoufsÖt!joufsjps!tqbdft!
tjnqmf-!wjwje-!boe!fyqbotjwf/!Pof!dbo!bshvf!uibu!jg!uif!Bdbefnjd!Dpnqmfy!
bdsptt!uif!mblf!dbo!cf!dibsbdufsj{fe!bt!nfttz!wjubmjuz-!uif!Dzqsvt!Dbnqvt!
Dfoufs!dbo!cf!eftdsjcfe!bt!dmfbo!boe!bsujdvmbuf/!

R E S O U R C E S  POLISHED CONCRETE: American Concrete Technologies; BRICK: Acme ; METAL 

MATERIALS AND ROOFING: Berridge Mfg; ENTRANCES: Kawneer; TILE: American Tile, DalTile; 

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Tectum; WALL COVERINGS: Knoll Textiles; PAINT: ICI; VCT FLOORING: Arm-

strong; FURNITURE: Davis Furniture (JMC Associates); LIGHTING: Mercury Fixtures (Lone 

Star Lighting)

www.brick.com
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(opposite page) The 57,000-sf Cypress Campus Center was designed by 

Sprinkle and Co. as a ‘one-stop shop’ for academic advising, placement 

assessment, financial aid information, and career counseling.

(this page, clockwise from below) Public spaces are oriented to visu-

ally connect occupants to the campus grounds. Large clerestories 

and a central atrium bring natural light into interior offices and public 

gathering areas. Amenities include a dining facility, bookstore, and 

wellness center.

FIRST FLOOR
 1 ENTRY
 2 SEMINAR ROOM
 3 DINING
 4 SERVERY
 5 BOOKSTORE
 6 STUDENT ACTIVITIES OFFICE
 7 STUDENT ADVISING
 8 BUSINESS OFFICE
 9 BURSAR
 10 COVERED PORCH
 11 LOADING DOCK
 12 MULTI-CULTURAL CENTER
 13 LAKE WEIR

1

2

2

3 4

5

6
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8
9

10

11

12

13
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H
V SITE PLAN

 1 OUTDOOR CLASSROOM/AMPHITHEATER
 2 COVERED STUDY SPACE
 3 OUTDOOR ENTRY CORRIDOR
 4 LOBBY
 5 CLASSROOMS
 6 SPEECH LAB

1

2

342 5

5

5 5

6

NORTH-SOUTH BUILDING SECTION

EAST-WEST BUILDING SECTION
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Live Oak Academic Center 
PÖOfjmm!Dposbe!PqqfmuÖt!Mjwf!Pbl!Bdbefnjd!Dfoufs!jt!bmtp!mpdbufe!po!

uif!fbtufso!fehf!pg!uif!mblf-!boe!opsui!pg!uif!Dzqsftt!Dbnqvt!Dfoufs/!Ju!
gpsnt!uif!opsuifso!cpvoebsz!pg!uif!ofx!Ódbnqvt!hsffo/Ô!Uif!97-411.tg!
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Qipfojy!Dfousbm!Qvcmjd!Mjcsbsz-!xifsf!uif!bsdijufdu!efqmpzfe!b!tjnjmbs!
bsdijufduvsbm!bsujdvmbujpo!pg!uif!cvjmejohÖt!fousz/

Bekbdfou!up!uif!qbttbhfxbz!jt!b!gpvs.mfwfm!wfsujdbm!djsdvmbujpo!upxfs!uibu!
dpnqptjujpobmmz!bodipst!uif!mpoh!cvjmejoh!joup!uif!tjuf!cvu-!npsf!tjhojß.
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wjfx!pg!uif!mblf-!uif!Ódbnqvt!hsffo-Ô!boe!ejtubou!wjfxt!up!uif!tpvui/

Bftuifujdbmmz-!uif!Mjwf!Pbl!Bdbefnjd!Dfoufs!jt!uif!nptu!ÓbhhsfttjwfÔ!pg!
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Pctfswjoh!uif!cvjmejohÖt!bftuifujd!csjoht!up!njoe!WfouvsjÖt!ejtdvttjpo!
pg!uif!ÓevdlÔ!wt/!uif!Óefdpsbufe!Tife/Ô!ÓEvdlt-Ô!Wfouvsj!bshvfe-!bsf!cvjme.
joht!xiptf!tibqf!fyqsfttft!uif!bdujwjuz!xjuijo-!xifsfbt!uif!Óefdpsbufe!
tifetÔ!bsf!tusvduvsft!xifsf!efdpsbujpot!ps!tzncpmt!fyqsftt!uif!cvjmejohÖt!
qvsqptf!boe!gvodujpot!xjuijo/

PÖOfjmm!Dposbe!PqqfmuÖt!cvjmejoh!dmfbsmz!gbmmt!xjuijo!uif!Óefdpsbufe!
tifeÔ!dbufhpsz/!Fyqsfttjpot!pg!tdjfodf!boe!ufdiopmphz!bsf!dpowfzfe!
uispvhi!b!ufdupojd!dpmmbhf!pg!hsbz!nfubm!qbofmt-!tmboufe!qfsgpsbufe!nfubm!
tvotdsffot-!boe!b!txffqjoh-!gpmefe!dboujmfwfsjoh!qmbof/!Uiftf!fmfnfout!
bsf!opu!gpsn!hjwfst<!sbuifs-!uifz!bsf-!jo!fttfodf-!Óbqqmjfe!efdpsbujpo/Ô!Uijt!
jt!opu!nfbou!up!ejnjojti!uif!bsdijufdutÖ!joufou/!PÖOfjmm!Dposbe!Pqqfmu!
tvddffefe!jo!dbmmjoh!buufoujpo!up!uif!cvjmejoh!boe!tfuujoh!jut!gvodujpot!
bqbsu!gspn!uif!sftu!pg!uif!dbnqvt/

Joufsobmmz-!uif!cvjmejoh!cfbst!tjnjmbsjujft!up!BmbnpÖt!Kvojqfs!boe!
Sfecve!Bdbefnjd!Dpnqmfy! jo! jut!wjcsbou!dpmpst-!fyqptfe!cvjmejoh!
tusvduvsf!boe!uif!mjnjufe!vtf!pg!espqqfe!dfjmjoht-!mpvohft-!boe!dpnnpo!
bsfbt/!

Jo!tvnnbsz-!uifsf!jt!op!epvcu!uibu!uif!bsdijufdut!tvddffefe!jo!usbot.
gpsnjoh!uif!Bmbnp!Dpmmfhft0Opsuixftu!Wjtub!dbnqvt!gspn!b!nvoebof!
boe!gfbuvsfmftt!tqbdf!joup!b!dbnqvt!xjui!bo!jefoujßbcmf!tfotf!pg!qmbdf/!
Ipxfwfs!tpnf!epvcut!mjohfs!jo!uif!xsjufsÖt!njoe!bcpvu!uif!f�fdujwfoftt!
pg!uif!uxp!nbjo!qmboojoh!gfbuvsft!Ñ!uif!mblf!boe!uif!Ódbnqvt!hsffoÔ!Ñ!bt!
dpnnvobm!tqbdft!jo!uif!dpoufyu!pg!b!dpmmfhf!dbnqvt/!Bt!up!bdijfwjoh!b!voj.
ßfe!dbnqvt-!uif!usbotjujpo!gspn!ÓpmeÔ!up!ÓofxÔ!jt!opujdfbcmf!boe-!bmuipvhi!
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ofx-!uif!ej�fsfodft!jo!Óuif!mppl!boe!gffmÔ!bsf!tubsl/

Dror Baldinger, AIA, is director of design at Marmon Mok in San Antonio.

R E S O U R C E S  MASONRY UNITS AND VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Acme; STEEL JOISTS, METAL DECKING: Vulcraft, 

a div. of Nucor; ROOF AND WALL PANELS: Berride Mfg., MBCI, Epic Metals; GLASS: Oldcastle; 

GYPSUM: USG; GYPSUM FRAMING: Dietrich Metal Framing; TILE: DalTile; PAINT: Sherwin Wil-

liams; FLOOR MATS AND FRAMES: Dura Tile II (Mission Specialty); BLINDS: Draper; SOFTWARE: 

Sketch-Up, Autocad

(opposite page) OCO Architects designed the 86,300-sf Live Oak Aca-

demic Center with perforated screens and awnings to control solar heat 

gain while allowing views out from the interior spaces.

(this page, above and top) Informal study spaces promote impromptu 

collaboration among students and faculty. A semicircular outdoor 

space with terraced concrete seating offers opportunities for open-air 

classes.

www.brick.com
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Principled Gestures
b y  G E R A L D  M O O R H E A D ,  F A I A
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P R O J E C T  Mitchell Physics Complex, College Station

C L I E N T  Texas A&M University, GPM Inc. and Affiliates

A R C H I T E C T  Michael Graves & Associates

D E S I G N  T E A M  Thomas Rowe, AIA; Michael Graves, FAIA; Mark Sullivan, AIA; Saverio 

Manago, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Vaughn Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Walter P Moore (structural); Shah Smith & Associates (MEP); Houston 

Advanced Research Ctr. (LEED); Clark Condon Associates (landscape); Fisher Marantz 

Stone (lighting); SSRCx (commissioning); DataCom Design Group (acoustics/AV/IT/

security); Jack Soeffing (hardware); Construction Specifications (specifications); 

Gessner Engineering (materials testing)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Richard Payne, FAIA

SINCE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2004 MASTER PLAN )cz!Cbsoft!Hsp.
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http://www.shahsmith.com
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ufssbdft!ibwf!cfdpnf!qsfgfssfe!mpdbujpot!gps!vojwfstjuz!tpdjbm!fwfout/

Uif!mbzpvut!pg!cpui!cvjmejoht!bddpnnpebuf!b!njy!pg!vtfst-!jodmve.
joh!voefshsbevbuf!boe!hsbevbuf!tuvefout-!gbdvmuz-!sftfbsdifst-!boe!
wjtjujoh!tdipmbst/!Uispvhipvu!bsf!dpnnpo!tqbdft!up!fodpvsbhf!tpdjbm!
boe!joufmmfduvbm!joufsbdujpo-!xjui!xijuf.cpbse!xbmmt!gps!tqpoubofpvt!
dbmdvmbujpot/!Uif!pqfooftt!pg!uif!mbct!jo!uif!Qiztjdt!Cvjmejoh-!xijdi!jt!
qmboofe!gps!fyqbotjpo!up!uif!tpvui-!bmmpxt!wjtjupst!up!wjfx!fyqfsjnfout!jo!
qsphsftt/!Uif!dfousbm!busjvn!pg!uif!Btuspopnz!Jotujuvuf!qspwjeft!wjtvbm!
boe!qiztjdbm!dpnnvojdbujpo!cfuxffo!àppst/!Bu!uif!cbtf!pg!uif!Jotujuvuf!
bsf!dpogfsfodf!gbdjmjujft!boe!uif!291.tfbu!Tufqifo!Ibxljoh!Bvejupsjvn-!
obnfe!bgufs!uif!sfopxofe!qiztjdjtu!gps!xipn!Hfpshf!Njudifmm!foepxfe!
b!dibjs!jo!3117/!

Fbsmz!tdifnft!ejtqmbzfe!HsbwftÖ!tjhobuvsf!qpmzdispnf!qbmfuuf!pg!b!
wbsjfuz!pg!nbufsjbmt!boe!dpmpst!pg!effq!pdisf!boe!sfe/!Cvu!xijmf!uif!tpgufs!
upoft!pg!csjdl!sfrvjsfe!cz!uif!Nbtufs!Qmbo!xfsf!jnqptfe-!NHB!xbt!bcmf!
up!jotujmm!b!ofx!sjdioftt!joup!uif!UBNV!eftjho!tuboebse!pg!cfjhf!csjdl/!
Uif!qsfepnjobou!cmfoe!pg!tpgu.psbohf!csjdl!jt!wbsjfe!xjui!joufsnjuufou!
tijofs!dpvstft!pg!b!tmjhiumz!ebslfs!upof-!boe!qjfst!cfuxffo!uif!effq.tfu!
xjoepxt!bsf!cboefe!xjui!xijuf!csjdl!cfuxffo!uif!psbohf!tijofs!dpvstft/!
Uif!vtf!pg!xijuf-!jo!csjdl!boe!jo!qsfdbtu!dpodsfuf-!dsfbuft!b!dpousbtu!uibu!
tusfohuifot!uif!fyqsfttjpo!pg!bsdijufduvsbm!fmfnfout!tvdi!bt!uif!qjfst!
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R E S O U R C E S  LANDSCAPE MATERIALS: Republic Landscape ; CLEANROOMS: American Clean-

room Systems; MASONRY UNITS: Acme; ARCHITECTURAL PRECAST: Gate Precast; TILE: DalTile 

(Central Marble and Tile); TERRAZZO: American Stone Company of Texas; STAINLESS STEEL 

ORNAMENTAL METAL WORK: Southwest Metalsmiths; DOORS, FRAMES, HARDWARE: Arc One; STOR-

AGE SHELVING: InterMetro Industries Corp.; FURNITURE: Neinkamper; LAB CASEWORK: Fisher 

Hamilton Scientific (MCG Inc); OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Construction Architectural Products; 

AUDITORIUM SEATING: Irwin Seating Co.; GLASS: Vistawall; ELEVATORS: KONE; WHEELCHAIR LIFTS: 

DZ Industries; CARPET, ACCESS FLOOR: McCoy Workplace Solutions; BLINDS: MechoShade; 

COMMUNICATIONS: Network Cabling Services

(preceding spread) Completed in time for Spring 2010 classes, the 

Mitchell Physics Complex helps to clearly define the northern edge of 

the TAMU College Station campus. 

(this page, clockwise from below) Responding to a request for an iconic 

building, architect Michael Graves & Associates designed the Astronomy 

Institute with an elliptical form and a material palette unlike anything 

else on campus. TAMU’s first rooftop greenscape is installed atop the 

Physics Building’s lecture hall. Originally programmed to house tele-

scopes, the two-story glass crown on the Astronomy Institute is used 

for special events.

http://www.brick.com
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(opposite page) The swing of a Foucault pendulum emphasizes the 

curvilinear atrium of the seven-story Astronomy Institute. 

(this page, clockwise from below) The Institute’s goals are to explore 

theoretical high-energy physics and astroparticle physics, to conduct 

research in string theory, M-theory, and particle phenomenology, and to 

explore the interface with observation in particle physics, astronomy, 

and cosmology. Named after the renowned physicist, the 180-seat 

Stephen Hawking Auditorium is located at the base of the Institute. 

The glass pavilion, says Graves, is “a metaphoric eye to heaven” that 

draws light into the atrium.

cfuxffo!qvodife!xjoepx!pqfojoht-!uif!qspkfdujoh!tvotibeft-!boe!uif!
dvsubjoxbmm!hsje/!Uifsf!bmtp!jt!b!tvcumf!usjqbsujuf!mbzfsjoh!uibu!dpnqmjft!
xjui!uif!Nbtufs!QmboÖt!nboebuf!uibu!cvjmejoh!gbdbeft!Óbsf!up!cf!bsujdvmbufe!
joup!dpotujuvfou!qbsut!jo!psefs!up!nfejbuf!cfuxffo!uif!qfeftusjbo!tdbmf!boe!
uif!tdbmf!pg!uif!cvjmejohÔ!boe!uibu!uifz!Ótipvme!ibwf!b!cbtf-!njeemf-!boe!
upq/Ô!NHBÖt!eftjho!bdijfwfe!uibu!fyqmjdju!hpbm!xjuipvu!dsfbujoh!b!ijtupsjdjtu!
dpqz!pg!uif!fbsmz!dbnqvt!cvjmejoht!jo!uif!dmbttjdbm!tuzmf/

Bsdijufduvsbm!Qsjodjqmf!Op/!:!pg!uif!3115!Nbtufs!Qmbo!tubuft;!ÓCvjmejoht!
bsf!up!cf!eftjhofe!xjui!fowjsponfoubmmz!tvtubjobcmf!gfbuvsft!up!njojnj{f!
uif!fowjsponfoubm!ebnbhf!dbvtfe!cz!uifjs!dpotusvdujpo-!boe!up!njojnj{f!
pqfsbujpobm!fofshz!vtf/Ô!NHB!bhbjo!sftqpoefe!tvddfttgvmmz!Ñ!uif!qspkfdu!jt!
fyqfdufe!up!cf!dfsujßfe!MFFE!Tjmwfs!Ñ!boe!b!ovncfs!pg!dpodfqut!bsf!wjtv.
bmmz!fyqsfttfe!jo!uif!bsdijufduvsf/!Uif!tjujoh!boe!tibqjoh!pg!cpui!cvjmejoht!
njojnj{ft!uif!tpvui!boe!xftu!fyqptvsft/!Uif!qsjnbsz!hmb{fe!gbdbeft!pg!uif!
Qiztjdt!Cvjmejoh!gbdf!opsui!boe!uif!fmmjqujdbm!tibqf!pg!uif!Btuspopnz!Jotuj.
uvuf!qsftfout!b!njojnbm!tpvui!boe!xftu!fyqptvsf!bu!boz!ujnf/!Effq.tfu!xjo.
epxt!xjui!qspkfdujoh!tibeft!cmpdl!ejsfdu!mjhiu-!xjui!uif!tibeft!bmtp!bdujoh!bt!
mjhiu!tifmwft-!sfàfdujoh!mjhiu!joup!uif!joufsjps-!ftqfdjbmmz!jo!xjoufs!npouit-!
up!sfevdf!mjhiujoh!efnboet/!Voefs.àpps!IWBD!ejtusjcvujpo!sfevdft!uif!tj{f!
pg!bjs!iboemjoh!vojut!boe!gbot-!uivt!sfevdjoh!fmfdusjdjuz!efnboe/!Uif!IWBD!
tztufn!ublft!bewboubhf!pg!obuvsbm!bjs!dpowfdujpo!dvssfout!up!vtf!uif!busjvn!
pg!uif!Btuspopnz!Jotujuvuf!bt!b!sfuvso!bjs!boe!tnplf!fyibvtu!qbui/!Joufsjps!
nbufsjbmt!xfsf!tfmfdufe!gps!uifjs!ijhi!mfwfmt!pg!sfdzdmfe!dpoufou/!Uif!hsffo!
sppg!pwfs!uif!bvejupsjvn-!uif!Dzouijb!Xppet!Njudifmm!Hbsefo-!jt!qmboufe!
xjui!obujwf!espvhiu.sftjtubou!qmbout!boe!jssjhbufe!xjui!IWBD!dpoefotbuf!
boe!sbjoxbufs!dpmmfdufe!jo!b!djtufso/

Uijt!jt!uif!tfdpoe!qspkfdu!bu!UBNV!cvjmu!voefs!uif!ofx!sfrvjsfnfout!
pg!uif!3115!Nbtufs!Qmbo/!)Uif!ßstu!xbt!uif!Joufsejtdjqmjobsz!Mjgf!Tdj.
fodf!Cvjmejoh!eftjhofe!cz!Qfsljot,Xjmm!boe!qspßmfe!jo!uif!Kbo0Gfc!3121!
Ufybt!Bsdijufdu/*!Ipxfwfs-!uif!Qiztjdt!boe!Btuspopnz!dpnqmfy!jt!uif!ßstu!
bu!UBNV!up!cf!ßobodfe!uispvhi!b!qvcmjd.qsjwbuf!qbsuofstijq!jowpmwjoh!
tvctuboujbm!epops!gvoet/!Hfpshf!Njudifmm-!UBNV!Dmbtt!pg!2:51-!xjui!ijt!
xjgf-!Dzouijb!Xppet!Njudifmm-!ibt!ßobodjbmmz!tvqqpsufe!uif!vojwfstjuz!
uispvhipvu!ijt!mpoh!boe!tvddfttgvm!dbsffs!jo!uif!pjm!joevtusz-!dpousjcvujoh!
ofbsmz!%63!njmmjpo!up!qiztjdt!bmpof!tjodf!3113/!

Gerald Moorhead, FAIA, is a Texas Architect contributing editor.

http://issuu.com/taartdir/docs/01.02.10/34?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Fcolor%2Flayout.xml&backgroundColor=FFFFFF
http://issuu.com/taartdir/docs/01.02.10/34?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Fcolor%2Flayout.xml&backgroundColor=FFFFFF
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THE AFRICAN AMERICAN LIBRARY AT THE GREGORY SCHOOL!jt!mpdbufe!jo!b!
gpsnfs!fmfnfoubsz!tdippm!cvjmejoh!jo!IpvtupoÖt!Gpvsui!Xbse!ofjhicps.
ippe!jnnfejbufmz!xftu!pg!epxoupxo/!Uif!uxp.tupsz!dpodsfuf.gsbnf-!
csjdl.wfoffs!Dmbttjdbm!Sfwjwbm.tuzmf!cvjmejoh!jt!b!eftjhobufe!Tubuf!pg!
Ufybt!Mboenbsl-!Djuz!pg!Ipvtupo!Qspufdufe!Mboenbsl-!boe!jt!mpdbufe!
xjuijo!uif!GsffenfoÖt!Upxo!Obujpobm!Sfhjtufs!Ijtupsjd!Ejtusjdu/!Bgufs!
Fnbodjqbujpo!jo!2976-!gpsnfs!tmbwft!nbef!uifjs!xbz!up!vscbo!bsfbt!gspn!
svsbm!qmboubujpot!boe!nboz!tfuumfe!jo!IpvtupoÖt!GsffenfoÖt!Upxo-!qbsu!
pg!b!mbshfs!bsfb!dbmmfe!uif!Gpvsui!Xbse/!Ipvtupo!psjhjobmmz!ibe!gpvs!xbset!
boe!mbufs!fyqboefe!up!tjy!voujm!uijt!tztufn!pg!qpmjujdbm!tvcejwjtjpo!xbt!
bcboepofe!jo!uif!fbsmz!31ui!dfouvsz/!Uif!vtf!pg!xbset!dpoujovft!up!uijt!ebz!
up!jefoujgz!uiftf!fbsmz!Ipvtupo!ofjhicpsippet/!Gpvsui!Xbse!xbt!ipnf!up!b!
mbshf!Bgsjdbo.Bnfsjdbo!dpnnvojuz!uibu!ÓKjn!DspxÔ!mbxt!f�fdujwfmz!lfqu!
tfhsfhbufe!voujm!uif!2:71t/!Uijt!sftvmufe!jo!uif!efwfmpqnfou!pg!tfqbsbuf!
divsdift-!cvtjofttft-!boe!puifs!jotujuvujpot!tvdi!bt!tdippmt/!

Hfo/!Fehbs!N/!Hsfhpsz-!ßstu!bttjtubou!dpnnjttjpofs!pg!UfybtÖ!Gsffe.
nfoÖt!Cvsfbv-!epobufe!mboe!po!Kf�fstpo!Tusffu!cfuxffo!Tnjui!boe!Mpvj.
tjbob!gps!uif!Hsfhpsz!Jotujuvuf/!Uif!Ufybt!Mfhjtmbuvsf!jodpsqpsbufe!uif!
Jotujuvuf!jo!2981!boe!dmbttft!xfsf!ifme!jo!b!tnbmm-!gpvs.sppn!cvjmejoh!po!
uif!tjuf/!Bmm!Bgsjdbo.Bnfsjdbo!tuvefout!xfsf!usbotgfssfe!up!uif!Jotujuvuf!
gspn!uif!dpvouzÖt!GsffenfoÖt!Cvsfbv!tdippmt/!Jo!2982-!Ibssjt!Dpvouz!
ibe!uif!mbshftu!cmbdl!tuvefou!qpqvmbujpo!)845!nbmft!boe!871!gfnbmft*!jo!
uif!tubuf/!Mpdbm!p�djbmt!cfhbo!tuvezjoh!uif!qpttjcjmjuz!pg!gsff!tdippmt!
jo!Ipvtupo!jo!2986!boe!b!sfdpnnfoebujpo!gpmmpxfe!uibu!tdippmt!cf!hfp.
hsbqijdbmmz!ejtusjcvufe!up!dmptfmz!dpssftqpoe!xjui!uif!xbset/!Gvsuifsnpsf-!
uif!sfdpnnfoebujpo!dbmmfe!gps!uxp!tdippmt!up!cf!cvjmu!jo!fbdi!xbse-!pof!
gps!xijuft!boe!bopuifs!gps!cmbdlt-!bmpoh!xjui!uxp!djuz.xjef!ijhi!tdippmt-!
pof!gps!fbdi!sbdf/!Jo!2987-!b!djuz!psejobodf!usbotgfssfe!pxofstijq!gspn!
uif!Jotujuvuf!up!uif!djuz!boe!uif!Hsfhpsz!Jotujuvuf!cfdbnf!uif!djuzÖt!ßstu!
cmbdl!ijhi!tdippm/!Jo!2:37-!jut!obnftblf-!uif!Hsfhpsz!Tdippm-!xbt!cvjmu!
po!Wjdups!Tusffu!bt!b!Gpvsui!Xbse!fmfnfoubsz!tdippm!sfqmbdjoh!bo!fbsmjfs!
gsbnf!tdippm!jo!uif!ofjhicpsippe/

P R O J E C T  African American Library at the Gregory School, Houston

C L I E N T  City of Houston General Service Department

A R C H I T E C T  Smith & Company Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  Terry Smith, AIA; Jaurez White; Linda Yarbrough; Barry Moore, FAIA; 

Maria Perez 

C O N T R A C T O R  Prime Contractors

C O N S U L T A N T S  ERC (environmental); Gallagher & Associates (exhibits); WJHW (AV/

IT/tele/data/low voltage system); Leeds Clark (historic window restoration); Gensler 

(LEED); Clark Condon Associates (landscape); Kuhn and Associates (roofing); Ingenium 

(structural); Marshall Engineering Corp. (MEP); Nathelyne A. Kennedy & Associates 

(civil); The Douglas|Group (graphics)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Joe Aker

http://www.wjhw.com
http://www.dg-studios.com
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Uif!Hsfhpsz!Tdippm!tbu!wbdbou-!bcboepofe-!boe!ejmbqjebufe!gps!36!zfbst!
eftqjuf!jut!ijtupsjd!eftjhobujpot/!Uif!tvsspvoejoh!ofjhicpsippe!cfhbo!
up!dibohf!bt!ofx!efwfmpqnfou!cfhbo!up!fodspbdi!jo!uif!fbsmz!2::1t!evf!up!
sjtjoh!mboe!wbmvft!boe!jut!qspyjnjuz!up!epxoupxo/!Nbslfu!boe!efwfmpqnfou!
gpsdft!mfe!up!uif!efnpmjujpo!pg!cmpdlt!pg!ijtupsjd!xppe.gsbnf!ipvtft!boe!
ofx!joßmm!upxoipvtf!efwfmpqnfou!cfhbo!evsjoh!uijt!ujnf/!

Bt!fbsmz!bu!2::1-!tfwfo!zfbst!bgufs!uif!tdippm!dmptfe-!djuz!p�djbmt!boe!
qsftfswbujpojtut!cfhbo!tfbsdijoh!gps!b!dpnqbujcmf!vtf!boe!qsphsbnnjoh!
gps!uif!cvjmejoh/!Efdbeft!mbufs-!qvcmjd!tvqqpsu!xbt!xfbsjoh!uijo!bt!uif!
tdippm!cvjmejoh!dpoujovfe!up!efufsjpsbuf!boe!sfnbjo!b!ofjhicpsippe!
fzftpsf/!ÓUif!joufsjps!xbt!b!xsfdl-Ô!tbje!Xfoez!Ifhfs-!uif!Ipvtupo!
Qvcmjd!MjcsbszÖt!bttjtubou!ejsfdups!gps!qmboojoh!boe!gbdjmjujft/!ÓUif!
àppst!xfsf!spuufo!boe!ibe!ipmft/!Uif!sppg!ibe!ipmft/!Cvu!uif!csjdl!boe!
dpodsfuf!tvqfstusvduvsf!xbt!hppe/!Xf!eje!b! mjuumf!sfjogpsdjoh!pg!uif!
tusvduvsf-!cvu! ju!xbt!tpmje/Ô!Uif!qspkfdu!npwfe!bmpoh!tmpxmz!boe!uif!
cvjmejoh!xbt!ßstu!qmbdfe!po!uif!djuzÖt!dbqjubm! jnqspwfnfou!qsphsbn!
mjtu!voefs!Nbzps!Mff!CspxoÖt!benjojtusbujpo!)2::8.3113*!boe!xbt!
dpnqmfufe!jo!311:!voefs!Nbzps!Cjmm!Xijuf/!Es/!Sifb!Mbxtpo-!ejsfdups!
pg!uif!Ipvtupo!Qvcmjd!Mjcsbsz-!boe!tub�!gspn!uif!nbzpsÖt!p�df!wjtjufe!
puifs!Bgsjdbo.Bnfsjdbo!dvmuvsbm!boe!sftfbsdi!dfoufst!obujpoxjef!up!
gpsnvmbuf!HsfhpszÖt!qvsqptf-!gvodujpo-!boe!njttjpo-!boe!ipx!ju!xpvme!
cftu!tfswf!uif!ofjhicpsippe!boe!djuz/!

Uif!Ipvtupo!bsdijufduvsbm!ßsn-!Tnjui!'!Dpnqboz!Bsdijufdut-!tubsufe!
uif!qspkfdu!jo!3118!boe!xpslfe!xjui!uif!Ufybt!Ijtupsjdbm!Dpnnjttjpo!po!
bqqspwbmt!qsjps!up!cfhjoojoh!dpotusvdujpo!jo!3119/!Uif!cvjmejoh!pqfofe!up!
uif!qvcmjd!jo!Opwfncfs!311:!boe!jt!uif!ßstu!mjcsbsz!pg!jut!ljoe!jo!Ipvtupo-!
boe!pof!pg!gfx!mjcsbsjft!jo!uif!dpvousz!efwpufe!up!Bgsjdbo.Bnfsjdbo!tuve.
jft/!Opx!dbmmfe!uif!Bgsjdbo!Bnfsjdbo!Mjcsbsz!bu!uif!Hsfhpsz!Tdippm-!ju!jt!b!
sftpvsdf!up!qsftfswf-!qspnpuf-!boe!dfmfcsbuf!uif!sjdi!ijtupsz!boe!dvmuvsf!

(preceding spread) After sitting abandoned for 25 years, this Houston 

elementary school for black students was transformed into the African 

American Library at the Gregory School. 

(this page, clockwise from right) The architects rehabilitated the ruined 

interior spaces for use as a public library. The first-floor corridor still has 

the look and feel of a school. Galleries are dedicated to displaying the 

library’s permanent collection of artifacts of local black history.

(opposite page) The historic south facade of the school was pre-

served.
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119A

pg!Bgsjdbo!Bnfsjdbot!jo!Ipvtupo-!uif!tvsspvoejoh!sfhjpo-!boe!uif!Bgsjdbo!
Ejbtqpsb/

Uif!37-111.tg!cvjmejoh!xbt!bebqufe!gps!vtf!bt!b!sftfbsdi!mjcsbsz-!xjui!
ufnqpsbsz!boe!qfsnbofou!hbmmfsjft!po!uif!hspvoe!àpps!boe!uif!bsdijwft!
boe!sftfbsdi!dfoufs!po!uif!tfdpoe/!Uif!fyufsjps!mbshfmz!gpmmpxfe!b!qsftfs.
wbujpo!qijmptpqiz!boe!sfdfjwfe!pomz!b!uipspvhi!dmfbojoh!boe!njops!csjdl!
sfqpjoujoh/!Uif!psjhjobm!nvmuj.mjhiu!xppefo!tbti!xjoepxt!xfsf!sfnpwfe-!
sfqbjsfe-!boe!sfjotubmmfe!.!pomz!b!gfx!pg!uif!psjhjobm!xjoepxt!offefe!up!
cf!sfqmjdbufe/!Uif!psjhjobm!qfeftusjbo!fousbodft!po!Wjdups!Tusffu!xfsf!
qsftfswfe!eftqjuf!uif!sfmpdbujpo!pg!uif!qsjnbsz!fousbodf!up!uif!opsui!tjef!
pg!uif!cvjmejoh/!Uif!ofx!fousz!jt!usbotqbsfou!boe!bmmpxt!uif!psjhjobm!xbmmt-!
xjoepxt!boe!eppst!up!tipx!uispvhi/!

Opu!nvdi!sfnbjofe!pg!uif!joufsjps!fydfqu!gps!uif!cbtjd!gppuqsjou/!Gps!
uif!joufsjps-!b!sfibcjmjubujpo!qijmptpqiz!xbt!vtfe!boe!dibsbdufs.efßojoh!
fmfnfout!Ñ!jodmvejoh!uif!psjhjobm!dpssjepst-!tubjsdbtft-!boe!mpdlfs!mpdb.
ujpot!Ñ!xfsf!nbjoubjofe/!Uif!psjhjobm!iboesbjmt!pg!uif!tubjsxfmmt!xfsf!
sfßojtife!boe!sfjotubmmfe!sbuifs!uibo!sfqmjdbufe/!Ofx!joufsjps!xppexpsl!
xbt!sfqmjdbufe!boe!uif!joufsjps!dpssjeps!ibt!bo!vonjtublbcmf!tdippm!gffmjoh!
eftqjuf!uif!dibohf!jo!vtf/!B!sftupsfe!ßstu.àpps!dmbttsppn!opx!jouspevdft!
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Anna Mod is a historic preservation specialist with SWCA Environmental Consultants in Houston.
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(this page, clockwise from below) The transparency of the new double-

height entrance on the building’s north side extends an open invitation to 

visitors. Just outside the entry, pavers are embedded with West African 

symbols. Most of the original multi-light wooden sash windows were in 

good condition and were removed, repaired, and reinstalled.

R E S O U R C E S  CAST STONE: Siteworks; MASONRY RESTORATION AND CLEANING: Mid-Continental 

Restoration Co.; METAL DECKING, STRUCTURAL STEEL, MISC. METAL, STAIRS, BAR JOISTS: Eagle 

Fabricators; ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK: Megatrend Designs; RAILINGS: Gulfcoast Railings; 

ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: Sierra Pine; LAMINATES: Wilsonart; BUILDING INSULATION: CertainTeed; 

MEMBRANE ROOFING: GAF; ENTRANCES: Vistawall; GLASS/STRUCTURAL CURTAINWALL: Pilkington 

North America; GYPSUM: American Gypsum; TILE: DalTile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS/WOOD FLOORING: 

Armstrong; PAINT/DECORATIVE FINISHES: PPG; SIGNAGE: Ad Display Signs Systems; FOOD SERVICE 

EQUIPMENT: GE; KITCHEN/BATH CABINETS: Wilsonart; FOOTPRINT FOR WORKSTATIONS, CONFERENCE 

CHAIRS, SIDE CHAIRS, LOUNGE SEATING, COCKTAIL TABLE: Kimball (Miller Brooks); BLINDS: Mecho-

shade; CONFERENCE TABLES, END PANELS, BENCHES, CREDENZAS: Agati Furniture (Mezzacappa 

Design); DESKS: OFI; SOFTWARE: Autocad
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Child’s Play
b y  S T E P H E N  S H A R P E
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P R O J E C T  Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, Fort Worth

C L I E N T  Fort Worth Museum of Science and History

D E S I G N  A R C H I T E C T  Legorreta + Legorreta

A R C H I T E C T  O F  R E C O R D  Gideon Toal

D E S I G N  T E A M  Ricardo Legorreta; Victor Legorreta; Samuel Aguilar; J. Bruce Benner, 

AIA; Gordon Arnold, AIA; Terry Garrett, AIA; Francie Manning; Kristie Ward; Caroline 

Fontaine; Jana Schulz

C O N T R A C T O R  Linbeck

C O N S U L T A N T S  The Projects Group (owner’s rep); Datum Engineers (structural); Blum 

Consulting Engineers (MEP); MESA (landscape); Essential Light Design Studio (light-

ing); Kimley-Horn and Associates (civil); Greenscape Pump Services (water feature); 

Cini-Little International (foodservice); Doyle & Associates (retail); Agoos/Lovera 

(retail); ETI (AV); Visual Acuity (planetarium); Seruto & Company (exhibits project 

mgt); Roto Studio (exhibit); Design Island (exhibit); Hunt Design (graphic design); 

Pruitt Consulting (code)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Juergen Nogai; Lordes Legoretta
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(preceding spread) A signature element in the work of Ricardo Legorreta, 

the entry tower serves as an ‘urban lantern’ that broadcasts a display 

of light across the city. The museum is the latest addition to the Fort 

Worth Cultural District. 

(this page, counterclockwise from top) Vivid color and curious exterior 

details emphasize the museum’s mission to stir the imagination. Natural 

light further enlivens the radiant colors in the interior spaces. Resplen-

dent in jacaranda blue, the Heritage Courtyard is among the museum’s 

30,000 square feet of programmed outdoor space.
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Monumental forms lend a playfulness to the museum’s exterior. Cordera 

stone imported from Mexico sheathes the plinth of the Energy Blast 

exhibit hall in the foreground, the same material used on the ‘urban 

lantern.’
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Mfhpssfub-!gpmmpxjoh!jo!uif!tufqt!pg!Cbssbh�o-!efßoft!tqbdf!xjui!wfsuj.
dbm!qmboft-!fjuifs!pqbrvf!ps!hmb{fe-!sbuifs!uibo!xjui!dpmvnot/!Uibu!tqbujbm!
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jut!sfbdi!up!fodpnqbtt!mjgf.mpoh!mfbsojoh!gps!bevmut/!Uif!ofx!cvjmejoh!cz!
Mfhpssfub!,!Mfhpssfub!bmjhot!xjui!uibu!fyqboefe!njttjpo!cz!dsfbujoh!b!
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Stephen Sharpe is the editor of Texas Architect.

SITE PLAN
 1 URBAN LANTERN
 2 ATRIUM
 3 COURTYARD
 4 CAFE
 5 SPECIAL EVENTS
 6 OFFICES
 7 CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
 8 GIFT SHOP
 9 DINO DIG
 10 DINO LAB
 11 4-D THEATER
 12 ENERGY EXHIBITS
 13 MUSEUM SCHOOL
 14 SCHOOL OFFICE
 15 OMNI THEATER
 16 EXPLORAZONE
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R E S O U R C E S  FITTINGS AND VALVES: Ferguson Waterworks; MASONRY UNITS: Acme; MASONRY STAIN-

ING: Nawkaw Southwest; METAL DECKING: Nucor Steel a Vulcraft Co.; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: 

Accuride ; LAMINATES: Formica; SOLID POLYMER FABRICATIONS: DuPont Surfaces; COMPOSITE 

PANELS: Alucobond (3A Composites); MEMBRANE ROOFING: Firestone; PAINT: Sherwin Williams; 

OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Moderco; CUSTOM COUNTERTOPS: Classic Stainless; STEEL FRAMEWORK AND 

GLAZING: Novum Structures; SECURITY CART AND SHELVING: InterMetro Industries Corp.; TRACK 

LIGHTING: LSI; CONTROL SYSTEM AND THEATRICAL FIXTURES: ETC Connect; EXTERIOR COLD CATHODE: 

Innovative Lighting; RETAIL STORE WALL WASH LIGHTING: Vode Lighting; BULLET ADJUSTABLE ACCENT 

LIGHTING: Winona Lighting; LED LIGHTING: BK Lighting; LIGHT BALLS: Shaper Lighting; LANTERN 

COLOR: Color Kinetics; DOWNLIGHTS: Edison Price; CLASSROOM UPLIGHTS: Elliptipar (The Lighting 

Quotient); OFFICE/CONFERENCE ROOM LIGHTING: Finelite; EMERGENCY LIGHTING: Omega Lighting; 

LANTERN ACCENTS: Targetti; METAL HALIDE ACCENTS: Amerlux; OPEN OFFICE LIGHTING: Zumtobel; 

HOLE IN WALL STEPLIGHTS: Bruck Lighting; PARKING POLES AND BOLLARDS: Philips Gardco; GENERAL 

STEPLIGHTS, BUMP LIGHTS, EXTERIOR STAIR DOWNLIGHT: Bega; CYLINDER BEAM PENDANTS: LAM a Philips 

Group Brand; INGROUND UPLIGHTS: Hydrel

(counterclockwise from top) Within the entry tower, the volume soars 

76 feet to the fritted glass crown. Along the museum’s ‘main street’ are 

studios where passersby can watch activities through transparent parti-

tions. The architect worked with museum staff and exhibit designers to 

accommodate facilities for teaching in an enjoyable environment.

http://www.brick.com
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P O R T F O L I O :  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

Isis uses its immense size, aerodynamic airfoils and uncompromised engineering 

to create a wall to wall breeze. In fact, this air moving machine does the work of 9 

small ceiling fans while using just 1/3 of the energy. And although it’s whisper quiet, 

Isis makes a bold visual statement about a commitment to sustainable design. Unlike 

gear-driven fans, the eff ect of Isis is seen and felt - not heard.

May be covered by one or more of the following U.S. Patents: 
6,244,821; 6,589,016; 6,817,835;  6,939,108; 7,252,478; 7,284,960; 

D587,799; D607,988 and other patents pending. ©2011 Delta T 
Corporation dba the Big Ass Fan Company. All rights reserved.

Ask how Big Ass Fans contribute to LEED® credits in:
Optimized Energy Performance; Enhanced Refrigerant Management; 
Minimum Indoor Air Quality Performance; Increased Ventilation; 
Thermal Comfort — Design; Innovation in Design

ISIS®

A Ceiling Fan 
That Actually Works.

As a juror for the 2010 Exhibit of School Architecture sponsored by the Texas Association of School Admin-
istrators and the Texas Association of School Boards (with support from the Texas Society of Architects), I 
spent the better part of a week in July studying the latest work of some of my fellow Texas architects. The 
experience renewed my appreciation of the range of educational design being built across our state and the 
lasting impact that educators, administrators, policymakers, and, of course, architects can have in shaping 
the spaces and places where we educate our children.

The construction of public education facilities in Texas has a significant economic impact in our state. 
The 99 projects submitted for the competition represent a public investment of over $2.25 billion.
Each year, the TASA/TASB competition is juried by a panel comprised of two school board members, two 
school administrators, and two architects. Joining me on this year’s jury were Gary Griffith, AIA; Mike Smith, 
recently retired New Braunfels ISD school administrator; Alton Frailey, superintendent of Katy ISD; Richard 
Chambers, board president of Snyder ISD; and Vernagene Mott, a board member of Pflugerville ISD. Lee 
Burch, AIA, was an alternate juror. Serving as facilitator for the jury was Tim McClure, AIA, who was assisted 
by TASB staffers Laurie Korn and Jennifer Bartosh.

The jury recognized five projects for overall design excellence. The jury evaluated all the entries in six 
categories (value, process of planning, design, educational appropriateness, innovation, and sustainability), 
with each of the top five winners receiving the highest marks in all six areas under consideration. 

These five projects, profiled on the following pages, reflect the best work of many creative leaders within 
our public education system. It is no small task to navigate the process of a public school construction 
program. Perhaps no other area of government is more directly accountable and accessible to the taxpayers 
which it serves, and rightly so. Just as we owe every child the opportunity for the best possible education, 
we also owe them the very best schools that we can build.

Bill T. Wilson II, FAIA, is a principal and studio director with WKMC Architects in Corpus Christi.

Selecting the Best  
of Public Schools
b y  B I L L  T .  W I L S O N  I I ,  F A I A

http://www.bigassfans.com
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 ADMINISTRATION
 2 CLASSROOMS
 3 LIBRARY
 4 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
 5 DINING

1
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2
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Designed by SHW Group, the 102,835-sf Evelyn Turl-

ington Elementary School in Hockley was completed in 

2009. The architects worked with Waller ISD to create 

a firm connection between the facility and its 20-acre 

rural site. Two pre-existing features influenced the 

design—a century-old live oak and a pond situated along 

the western boundary. The school’s placement, form, 

and footprint were planned to preserve these natural 

features. The pond, coupled with a detention pond and 

an on-site well, allows rainwater to be captured and all 

potable water needs to be met. The building narrows 

at a centrally located library and aligns with the oak 

tree, creating a usable outdoor area and a connection 

between the building and outdoors. Steel portal frames 

form a structure that coincides with a 25-foot classroom 

module. In addition, local and natural interior and exte-

rior materials were chosen for long-term sustainability, 

innovative design potential, and cost effectiveness. The 

facility’s layout creates varied learning environments for 

the school’s 800 students from pre-kindergarten through 

fifth grade and is organized into grade-level pods situ-

ated around the library. Evelyn Turlington Elementary 

School was recognized as the 2010 Caudill Winner, the 

highest award given in the annual TASA/TASB Exhibit of 

School Architecture.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  Evelyn Turlington Elementary School, Hockley

C L I E N T  Waller ISD

A R C H I T E C T  SHW Group

D E S I G N  T E A M  Mark Lam, AIA; Sam Savage, AIA; Daniel Whalen, AIA; 

Dwayne Trahan, AIA; Luis Fernandez; Donovan Bryant

C O N T R A C T O R  Gamma Construction 

C O N S U L T A N T S  DBR Engineering Consultants (MEP); Brooks & Sparks 

(civil); Millunzi & Associates (food service)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Luis Ayala, Assoc. AIA

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE: Campbell Concrete & Materials; WATERPROOFING: 

Sonneborn; METAL DOORS: Ceco ; WOOD DOORS: Graham; ACCESS DOORS: 

Overly Door Co.; GRAPHICS & SIGNAGE: South Texas Graphic Specialties; 

TILE: DalTile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: National Gypsum; ATHLETIC SURFACING 

INDOOR: Armstrong; WOOD FLOORING: Action Floor Systems (Long Floor-

ing); PAINT: Sherwin Williams, Pittsburgh; MARKERBOARDS: Claridge 

Products; ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT: Draper; FANS: Big Ass Fans

Evelyn Turlington Elementary School

www.bigassfans.com
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Distance M. Arch
Practice in Anchorage...

earn your master’s in Boston.

78% of all May 2010 BAC graduates are 
currently employed in design fields. 
Earn your degree in two years of academics and 
practice while living  and working anywhere. 

the-bac.edu | 617.585.0202

DAYLIGHTING

LEADERS IN TRANSLUCENT  
FIBERGLASS REPLACEMENT 
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After – 
Quadwall

Before – 
Fiberglass

Phone (800) 759-6985
www.cpidaylighting.com

Representa tives for Roofs, Wa lls & Skylights

A LEADER IN GREEN COMMERCIAL ROOFING TECHNOLOGY

A LEADER IN GREEN COMMERCIAL ROOFING TECHNOLOGY

With more than 30 years in general contracting, 
commercial construction and roofing, our experience 
speaks for itself.

 · Nationally ranked - Top 100 Roofing Contractors
 · 24-hour service response time
 · Fully sustainable roofing systems
 · Pre-engineered design
 · 100% uptime during installation
 · 15-year warranty
 · 100% recyclable materials
 · No petroleum-based products

Knowledgeable. 
Reliable. Sustainable.

Learn more at MonumentGreenRoof.com
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 CENTRAL ATRIUM
 2 ENTRY
 3 DINING
 4 CREDIT UNION
 5 ADMINISTRATION
 6 GRAPHIC ARTS
 7 ADVERTISING DESIGN
 8 LIBRARY
 9 FITNESS
 10 COURTYARD
 11 CAFE
 12 CULINARY ARTS
 13 SCHOOL STORE
 14 COSMETOLOGY

10
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12 13
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John A. Dubiski Career High School, designed by Corgan 

Associates, is a 2,000-student career and technology 

school located in Grand Prairie. The school’s curriculum 

seeks to reduce the dropout rate and prepare gradu-

ates to enter college or the workforce. The four-story, 

250,000-sf structure is designed to accommodate 

unique programmatic needs, including specific career-

track diploma programs. The goals of the project were 

to provide an environment conducive to collaborative 

learning; to provide a dynamic and professional environ-

ment that fosters the elevation of spirit; and to design 

in harmony with the physical environment, conscious 

of immediate surroundings, energy use, and sustain-

ability. The classroom wings ‘spin off’ a central four-

story atrium. Small, informal breakout spaces provide 

whiteboards and projectors outside the classrooms. The 

school’s site dictated many features of the design. Pre-

cast panels on the south and west sides of the building 

buffer highway noise and provide high thermal mass. The 

building is conditioned using a geothermal HVAC system, 

and the north and east sides feature walls of windows, 

bringing in natural light to occupants. John A. Dubiski 

Career High School received an Honor Award in the 2010 

TASA/TASB Exhibit of School Architecture.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  John A. Dubiski Career High School, Grand Prairie

C L I E N T  Grand Prairie ISD

A R C H I T E C T  Corgan Associates

D E S I G N  T E A M  Steve Hulsey, AIA; Eric Horstman, AIA; Jason Mellard, 

AIA; Alexa Balouziyeh; Catherine Richey; Luis Tejeda

C O N T R A C T O R  Lincoln Builders of Texas

C O N S U L T A N T S  Adams Engineering (civil); SMR Landscape Architects 

(landscape); L.A. Fuess Partners (structural); IEG (MEP); Armko 

Industries (roof); H.G. Rice & Company (food service)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Charles Davis Smith, AIA

R E S O U R C E S  WATER FEATURES: Roman Fountains (Water Structures); PRE-

CAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Gate Precast; MASONRY UNITS: Acme; METAL 

PANELS: Supreme Roofing Systems; ENTRANCES AND GLAZED CURTAINWALL: 

Kawneer; INSULATED TRANSLUCENT WALL PANEL SYSTEM: Kalwall; PASS THRU 

WINDOWS: Nissen & Company; GYPSUM BOARD: USG; TILE: American Tile 

Supply, DalTile; SIGNAGE: ASI Signage Innovations; PROTECTIVE COVERS: 

AVADEK; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Modernfold; EXTERIOR SUN CONTROL DEVICES: 

Armetco Systems; KILN : Paragon Kilns (Trinity Ceramic Supply); 

INSTRUCTION TELEVISION: Infinity Sound; FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Supreme 

Fixtures; AUTOMOTIVE PAINT BOOTH : Sherwin Williams; MANUFACTURED 

CASEWORK: Tesco (J&S Equipment Company); LAB CASEWORK: Kewaunee 

Scientific Corp.; RESTAURANT AND BAR FURNITURE: Zum and Topdeq (Wilson 

Interiors); THEATRICAL LIGHTING CONTROLS, RIGGING, CURTAINS: Texas Scenic 

Company; GYMNASIUM EQUIPMENT: Draper

Dubiski High School

www.lafp.com
www.brick.com
www.americantileandstone.com
www.americantileandstone.com
www.avadek.com
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Did your company play a role in 
these projects?
Are you interested in advertising?
If you were a supplier on any of these 
listed projects, call us! It’s a great 
opportunity to showcase your products 
and services to thousands of design 
professionals. Ads start at just $315 
and reach your target audience!

NEW IN 2011!
Print ads are included in Texas 
Architect’s e-magazine! Make your 
online ad interactive – add an e-link!

For more information:
Chellie Thompson
Advertising Sales Representative
(  512/914-3420
* cthompson@texasarchitect.org

WORKPLACE

Sullivan Performing Arts Center and  »
John Thomas Theatre, Texarkana ISD
Texas Southmost College, Music  »
Education Building, Brownsville
Green Acres Baptist Church  »
Conference Center and Performance 
Hall, Tyler

Texas Historical Commission 2011  »
Annual Preservation Conference, 
Austin
Gulf Coast Green 2011, Houston »

Portfolio: PERFORMANCE VENUES

Bonus Distribution

Featured Projects 

Residential Feature
1810 Bermuda  »
Houston

LCRA Redbud Center  »
Austin
Logica: North American Headquarters  »
Houston
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas   »
San Antonio
McGarrah Jessee Offices  »
Austin

COMING IN 
MARCH/APRIL. . .

http://www.texastone.com
http://texasarchitect.org/texasarch_advertising.php
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 ENTRY
 2 CLASSROOMS
 3 LOCKER ROOMS
 4 GYM
 5 RESTROOMS
 6 BAND HALL
 7 VOC/AG SHOP
 8 ADMINISTRATION
 9 LIBRARY
 10 CAFETORIUM
 11 STAGE
 12 BLACK BOX THEATER
 13 ATHLETICS WING

10

11 12
13
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Giddings Independent School District hired SHW Group 

to design a technology-rich learning environment for 

its high school and middle school students, while op-

timizing space and resources. The proposed solution 

renovated and re-purposed the existing, but outdated 

high school into a middle school. The renovated build-

ing was joined to a new high school building, creating 

a single facility for the district’s 1,400 students in 

grades 6-12. The 104,000-sf complex expands from a 

common administrative and welcome area, with soaring 

ceilings clad in locally sourced wood. A main staircase 

features an informal, tiered lecture area. The architects 

designed a slightly tiered addition that blends with the 

exterior of the existing building and provides a transi-

tion between the two structures. Glass panel walls 

allow natural light to flood the interior during the day. 

At dusk, specially designed panels of historic scenes 

are lit from within. The school contains many large 

and open spaces, transparent glass walls, and shared 

resources such as cafeteria, athletic facilities, perfor-

mance spaces, and some instructional spaces. All of the 

school’s technology is connected to a central platform 

and may be remotely accessed and controlled virtually 

via the Internet. The entire renovation was completed in 

eight weeks. Concrete, stone, brick, and metal panels 

were all manufactured locally. The project received an 

Honor Award in the 2010 TASA/TASB Exhibit of School 

Architecture.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  Giddings High School/Middle School Conversion, Giddings

C L I E N T  Giddings ISD

A R C H I T E C T  SHW Group

D E S I G N  T E A M  Tom Oehler, AIA; Frank Kelly, FAIA; Walter Estay, AIA; 

Christian Owens, AIA; Cristy Bickel, AIA; Wanira Magaloni, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Gaeke Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Hendrix Professional Engineers (MEP); SHW Group 

(structural); Hanrahan Pritchard Engineers (civil); JMK Foodservice 

Consulting & Design (food service); Austech Roofing Consulting 

(roof); Onsite AV Service Partners (AV); Chaparral Professional 

Land Surveying (surveyor)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Paul Bardagjy; Brian Mihealsick

R E S O U R C E S  STONE: Texas Quarries; TILE: DalTile; WALL COVERINGS: Louis 

and Company; SPECIAL WALL SURFACES: 3Form; CARPET: Shaw 

Giddings High School/Middle School
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El Paso Community College’s Culinary Arts Program, 

designed by Parkhill Smith & Cooper, is a $5 million, 

22,226-sf renovation located in the Administrative 

Services Center, Building B. The renovated facility was 

designed to accommodate students on a waiting list 

for the culinary program. The architects held meetings 

with students, chefs, and staff to meet the client’s 

needs and the American Culinary Federation program 

requirements. Collaboration guided plans for spatial 

adjacencies, circulation, food service equipment, 

audio/visual equipment, point of sales, security, and 

educational and health department codes. To create an 

open environment and showcase culinary activities, all 

corridors are lined with glass. The new facility includes 

six specialized kitchens, a storage and receiving area, 

offices, a student resource center, restaurant ‘Thirteen-

O9,’ and ‘Dine ‘n Dash Market.’ A 3,711-sf receiving and 

storage area was designed to procure food products, 

and for students to sort, prepare, and then store them 

within the appropriate storage system. A separate ice 

carving station and walk-in freezer is also included. The 

demonstration/test kitchen is designed as flexible space 

for culinary demonstrations, community events, and 

continuing education courses. The El Paso Community 

College Culinary Arts Program received a Merit Award 

in the 2010 TASA/TASB Exhibit of School Architecture. 

The project also won a 2010 AIA El Paso Design Award. 

(See the news article p. 23.)

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  Culinary Arts Program, El Paso

C L I E N T  El Paso Community College

A R C H I T E C T  Parkhill Smith & Cooper

D E S I G N  T E A M  Mary Lopez, AIA; Luis Guevara; Hector De Santiago, 

AIA; Jana Forbes, IIDA

C O N S U L T A N T S  H.G. Rice & Company (food service); RBM Engineering 

(electrical); Fluid Systems (mechanical); Henry K Ng & Associates 

(structural); DataCom Design Group (AV/IT/acoustics)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Geof Harral

R E S O U R C E S  MANUFACTURED STONE: Owens Corning; LAMINATES: Abet 

Laminati, Formica; SOLID SURFACING: Avonite; INSULATION: Johns Manville; 

SECURITY GRILLE: Overhead Door Corp.; GLASS: Oldcastle (Performance 

Glass and Aluminum); DECORATIVE GLAZING: 3Form (Performance Glass 

and Aluminum) ; SPECIALTY PULLS: Forms+Surfaces; GYPSUM : USG, 

ClarkWestern; TILE: DalTile, American Olean, Mirage, Interceramic; 

METAL CEILINGS: Chicago Metallic; DOOR FRAMES: Steelcraft; WOOD DOORS: 

Haley; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Kawneer; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Cer-

tainTeed; WOOD FLOORING: Gammapar; CORK FLOORING: Solida; LAMINATE 

FLOORING: Plynyl, Armstrong; PAINTS: Kwal, Zolatone; GRANITE: DuPont; 

WALL REVEALS: Fry Reglet; TOILET PARTITIONS/FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: K.D. 

Scholten; FIREPLACE: Modern Spark Fires; TOILET ACCESSORIES: Bradley; 

MENU BOARDS: IDS Menus; FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Arizona Restaurant 

Supply; TEST KITCHEN FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Sysco; KITCHEN HOODS: Mod-

u-serve; CHEFS COUNTER: CounterCraft; FURNITURE: Facilities Connection; 

SOFTWARE: Autocad, Autodesk

Culinary Arts Program

FLOOR PLAN
 1 DINE N’ DASH MARKET
 2 RESTAURANT THIRTEEN 09
 3 A LA CARTE KITCHEN
 4 STUDENT CATERING KITCHEN
 5 BASIC SKILLS KITCHEN
 6 STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER
 7 PASTRY KITCHEN
 8 OFFICES
 9 SYSCO TEST KITCHEN
 10 RECEIVING AND STORAGE
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 ADMINISTRATION
 2 CLASSROOM
 3 DINING
 4 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
 5 FINE ARTS
 6 MEDIA CENTER
 7 INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
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Designed by SHW Group, Ennis Independent School 

District’s newly constructed junior high is a 195,000-sf 

facility on a 50-acre site. The design incorporates a 

contemporary feel and function. Classrooms are con-

figured to be flexible to support interactive teaching 

through integrated technology. Large-group instruction 

spaces and a closed-circuit television studio are two 

significant features. The school serves 1,200 students 

in grades seven and eight, and grades are separated on 

two floors, creating “neighborhoods” that share common 

spaces along a central circulation spine. A dual-function 

cafeteria/performance space provides flexibility and the 

two-story classroom wings minimize the building foot-

print, which offers an opportunity for future expansion. 

The district chose to incorporate an energy management 

system and light sensors, saving resources and lowering 

energy consumption. In addition, the facility is equipped 

with a geothermal heating and cooling system. Rainwater 

run-off from the building is captured in an on-site pond, 

which allows for outdoor learning activities. Roofing 

materials were selected to minimize heat gain. The 

gym is illuminated with daylight from large expanses of 

translucent panels and glazing at each stairway affords a 

sense of openness. Every corridor has exterior views, and 

interior glazing throughout the school creates transpar-

ency. Ennis Junior High School received a Merit Award in 

the 2010 TASA/TASB Exhibit of School Architecture.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  Ennis Junior High School, Ennis

C L I E N T  Ennis ISD

A R C H I T E C T  SHW Group

D E S I G N  T E A M  Terry Hoyle, AIA; John Hansen, AIA; Jennifer Deng, AIA; 

James Wallace, AIA; Robert Davis, AIA; Lelia Goehring, AIA; Allison 

Binford; Russell Ransbarger; Lelia Kim

C O N T R A C T O R  Charter Builders, a Balfour Beatty Company

C O N S U L T A N T S  Estes McClure & Associates (MEP/IT); Glenn Engi-

neering (site/civil); Ramsey Landscape Architecture (landscape); 

JMK Foodservice Consulting & Design (food service); Fugro (geo-

tech); BAi (acoustics)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Mark McWilliams

R E S O U R C E S  ATHLETIC SURFACING: Advanced Polymer Tech; MASONRY 

UNITS, VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Acme; METAL MATERIALS: Steel Boss Interna-

tional; EXPANSION JOINT COVERS: InPro Corporation; ROOF/WALL PANELS, 

METAL ROOFING: MBCI; FASCIA AND SOFFIT PANELS: AEP Span; METAL/WOOD/

SPECIALTY DOORS: Piper Weatherford; ENTRANCES, GLAZED CURTAINWALL: 

Kawneer (Alliance Glass); GLASS: Oldcastle (Alliance Glass); OVERHEAD 

DOORS: Overhead Door of Dallas; TRANSLUCENT PANELS: CPI Daylighting 

(American Mainline Products); GYPSUM BOARD FRAMING: Dietrich Metal 

Framing; GYPSUM : USG ; ATHLETIC WOOD FLOORING : Robbins Flooring 

Surfaces (Ponder Company); FLUID APPLIED FLOORING: Texas Resins 

Corp.; PAINT AND HIGH PERFORMANCE COATINGS: ICI; EPOXY QUARTZ FLOORING: 

DuraFlex; FLOOR HATCHES, PROJECTION SCREEN, EXPANSION JOINT COVERS, STAIR 

NOSINGS: PDV Associates; PROTECTIVE COVERS: AVADEK; METAL LOCKERS: 

Lyon Workspace Products; GYM EQUIPMENT: Draper, Senoh; SPECIALTY 

SEATING: Sedia Systems; MUSIC STORAGE: LSI Corp.; LAB CASEWORK: LSI 

Corp. (J&S Equipment)

Ennis Junior High School

www.brick.com
www.cpidaylighting.com
www.avadek.com
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“Chico” Bargas began his career with American Desk 
Manufacturing Company in 1958 in the manufacturing 
division. He was later promoted to management 
of various departments, with his prime duty of 
establishing a standard of quality for purchased 
raw materials and finished goods. In July of 1977, 
American Desk gave Chico the honor of becoming 
Direct Sales Representative in South and West Texas. 
From July 1977 until May 1997, Chico traveled South 
Texas as an American Desk representative.

In May of 1997, American Desk was sold. What 
followed was a restructuring of the company, which 
did not include direct salesmen. At the time Chico 

decided to put his 40+ years of experience to work 
for himself—he opened A. Bargas & Associates. 
In 2001 his youngest daughter, Hollie Bargas 
Wright, joined the team. In recent years A. Bargas 
& Associates has expanded their staff, which now 
includes sales representatives in all areas of Texas.

Since 1997, A. Bargas & Associates has done their 
best to supply Texas School districts with high quality 
furniture at fair prices. Please feel free to contact 
them at their home office in San Antonio at 800-344-
2821 for more information or if you need the name of 
a representative in your area.

Need CEUs?...how does FREE lunch and 
learning about lightning protection strike you?

Contact us today to schedule your FREE Lunch ‘N Learn!

800.950.7933
BONDEDLP.COM
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The writer practices architecture in San Antonio.
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b!3508!cbtjt@!Ep!uiftf!tztufnt!qpttftt!befrvbuf!sfevoebodz!gps!vofy.
qfdufe!gbjmvsf!ps!spvujof!nbjoufobodf@!Jg!uiftf!rvftujpot-!boe!puifst-!
bsfoÖu!qspqfsmz!botxfsfe!ps!uif!cvehfut!gps!uiftf!tztufnt!bsf!gpvoe!up!cf!
jobefrvbuf-!xibu!uifo@

Boe!xibu!bcpvu!qmboojoh!gps!uif!gvuvsf@!Cfdbvtf!pg!uif!àvje!obuvsf!pg!
upebzÖt!JU!tztufnt-!ju!dbo!cf!wfsz!ej�dvmu!up!qsfejdu!xibu!xjmm!cf!sfrvjsfe!
tjy!npouit!gspn!opx-!nvdi!mftt!uxp!up!gjwf!zfbst!epxo!uif!spbe/!Uif!
ufsn!Ógvuvsf.qsppßohÔ!jt!vtfe!up!eftdsjcf!uibu!ljoe!pg!gpsxbse!uijol.
joh!uibu!ublft!joup!dpotjefsbujpo!uif!qmboojoh!gps!hspxui!boe!uif!bcjmjuz!
up!efqmpz!ofx!frvjqnfou!boe!tfswjdft/!Ufdiopmphz!ibsexbsf!ublft!vq!
tqbdf!Ñ!bt!xfmm!bt!sfrvjsft!qpxfs!boe!dsfbuft!ifbu!Ñ!boe!uzqjdbmmz!npsf!
tqbdf!jt!offefe!sbuifs!uibo!mftt!bt!ujnf!hpft!po/!Tjnqmf!boe!dptu.f�fdujwf!
bddpnnpebujpot!dbo!cf!nbef!upebz!xifo!eftjhojoh!b!tqbdfÖt!ufdiopmphz!
jogsbtusvduvsf!up!bmmpx!gps!uif!hspxui!pg!b!dmjfouÖt!pshboj{bujpo!jo!beej.
ujpo!up!fobcmjoh!uif!beejujpo!pg!frvjqnfou!boe!njhsbujpo!up!ofx-!qfsibqt!
volopxo-!ufdiopmphjft/

Case Study
Uif!Ufybt!B'N!Ifbmui!Tdjfodf!Dfoufs!jo!Spvoe!Spdl!sfdphoj{fe!ipx!
fttfoujbm!joufhsbujoh!b!tubuf.pg.uif.bsu!ufdiopmphz!jogsbtusvduvsf!xbt!up!jut!
njttjpo/!Uif!gbdjmjuz-!eftjhofe!bt!uif!275-111.tg!bodips!cvjmejoh!xjuijo!b!
nbtufs.qmboofe!dbnqvt-!xbt!bmtp!fyqfdufe!up!tvqqpsu!JU!tfswjdft!gps!tfwfsbm!
gvuvsf!cvjmejoht/!Uif!qspkfdu!ufbn-!gspn!uif!pxofs!up!uif!hfofsbm!dpousbd.
ups-!xbt!qspbdujwf!jo!jefoujgzjoh!boe!dppsejobujoh!bmm!btqfdut!pg!ufdiopmphz!
xjuijo!uif!qspkfdu!qsjps!up!uif!dpnnfodfnfou!pg!dpotusvdujpo/!Xfflmz!

nffujoht!uibu!jodmvefe!uif!foujsf!ufbn!xfsf!ifme!uispvhipvu!
uif!eftjho!qspdftt!up!gbdjmjubuf!sbqje!efdjtjpo.nbljoh!boe!
dpnqmfuf!dppsejobujpo!pg!sfmbufe!usbeft!boe!tztufnt/!

Bt!b! sftvmu-! sfhvmbufe! ufmfdpnnvojdbujpot! tfswjdf!
fousbodft!boe!efnbsdbujpo!qpjout!xfsf!mpdbufe!xjui!b!tfdvsfe!
tqbdf!dfousbmmz!mpdbufe!po!uif!hspvoe.mfwfm!pg!uif!cvjmejoh/!
Uijt!mpdbujpo!xbt!jefoujßfe!evsjoh!fbsmz!tqbdf!qmboojoh-!
bmmpxjoh!gps!uif!bcjmjuz!up!joufhsbuf!uif!ufdiopmphz!jogsb.
tusvduvsf!joup!uif!cvjmejohÖt!dpsf/!

JU!tfswjdft!gps!uif!cvjmejoh!Ñ!boe!vmujnbufmz!gps!uif!foujsf!
dbnqvt!Ñ!psjhjobuf!xjuijo!b!dfousbm!tfswfs!sppn!pg!bqqspyj.
nbufmz!911!trvbsf!gffu!up!ipvtf!vq!up!29!frvjqnfou!dbcjofut/!
Uif!eftjho!ufbn!xpslfe!uphfuifs!up!qspwjef!tqbdf!gps!tfswfs!
boe!ofuxpsl!frvjqnfou!dbcjofut-!b!sfevoebou!VQT!tztufn-!

boe!uisff!26!upo!dpnqvufs!sppn!bjs!dpoejujpofst/!Uxp!dpnqvufs!sppn!bjs!
dpoejujpofst!xfsf!jotubmmfe!jojujbmmz!up!qspwjef!sfevoebodz!bu!bo!jojujbm!
frvjqnfou!mpbeÒxjui!uif!tqbdf!boe!qjqjoh!gps!b!uijse!gvuvsf!bjs!dpoejujpofs!
up!bddpnnpebuf!mpoh.ufsn!sfrvjsfnfout/!Uif!cvjmejoh!ejftfm!hfofsbups!xbt!
tj{fe!up!tvqqpsu!dsjujdbm!cvjmejoh!mpbet!boe!uif!tfswfs!sppn/!Up!fmjnjobuf!
tqbdf!mptt!evf!up!BEB.sfrvjsfe!sbnqt-!uif!ufbn!pqufe!opu!up!tqfdjgz!b!sbjtfe!
àpps/!Jotufbe-!bjs!dpoejujpojoh!tvqqmz!boe!sfuvso!bjs!xfsf!dpoubjofe!xjuijo!
uif!dfjmjoh!tqbdf-!boe!ofuxpsl!dbcmjoh!boe!qpxfs!ejtusjcvujpo!xbt!bddpn.
npebufe!xjui!bo!fyqptfe!pwfsifbe!dbcmf!usbz!tztufn/

Conclusion
Ufdiopmphz!jt!joeffe!uif!mjgfcmppe!pg!cvtjoftt!upebz/!Uif!hsfbufs!dpn.
nvojdbujpo-!f�djfodz-!boe!qspevdujwjuz!ju!bmmpxt!gps!dpoujovft!up!foibodf!
uif!bcjmjuz!pg!pshboj{bujpot!boe!joejwjevbmt!up!ep!uifjs!xpsl/!Xjui!uijt!
jodsfbtfe!spmf-!ipxfwfs-!dpnft!jodsfbtfe!efqfoefodf/!Fotvsjoh!ufdiopm.
phz!opu!pomz!gvodujpot-!cvu!epft!tp!bu!bo!pqujnbm!mfwfm-!jt!b!ijhi.tublft!
hbnf!dpnqbojft!dboopu!b�pse!up!mptf/!Uijt!efnboe!jt!opu!hpjoh!bxbz/!
Eftjhofst!boe!dpousbdupst!nvtu!tff!uif!jogsbtusvduvsf!tvqqpsujoh!uifjs!
dmjfouÖt!ufdiopmphz!bt!bo!joufhsbm!qbsu!pg!uif!foujsf!qspkfdu!boe!opu!tjnqmz!
bo!pvutjef!dpotjefsbujpo!uibu!dbo!cf!beesfttfe!bu!bozujnf/

John Jankowski is the president and founder of JanCom Technologies Inc. in Austin. He is a registered 
communications distribution designer (RCDD) through the Building Industry Consulting Services 
International. His  expertise includes design and implementation of building cabling systems, outside 
plant telecommunications, network architecture, and high-performance data center design.
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Earn AIA 
Learning Unitswww.austincc.edu/learncad

(512) 223-4900
learncad@austincc.edu

REVIT - AUTOCAD - CIVIL 3D

We offer Autodesk Authorized training in:

Design & BIM by David Naumann

Austin Community College
Austin’s CAD Learning Center

Rich Horton 
Director of Business Development

rich.horton@fibrebond.com 
www.fibrebond.com

2010 Bay Club Drive
Arlington, TX 76013
Direct 817.307.7407
Fax 817.457.0570

Build Better Schools, Faster.

http://www.austincc.edu/learncad
http://www.jeacoustics.com
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1906 Richcreek Rd.

Austin, TX 78757

mobile: 512-736-5006
office: 512-454-1641 CONCRETE
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE AND BE SEEN 
BY 12,000+ DESIGN PROFESSIONALS.

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
Chellie Thompson
Advertising Sales Representative

P. 512.914.3420  F. 866.580.4244
cthompson@texasarchitect.org

http://www.bootheconcrete.com
http://www.h-jinc.com
http://texasarchitect.org/texasarch_advertising.php
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WRIGHTSON, JOHNSON, HADDON & WILLIAMS, INC.

JO H N K I M P T O N
BU S I N E S S  DE V E L O P M E N T 

JU L I A N N E  O’CO N N O R
BU S I N E S S  DE V E L O P M E N T

S O U N D  S Y S T E M S  |  A U D I O  V I S U A L  |  V I D E O  &  S C O R I N G  D I S P L A Y S  |  B R O A D C A S T 
P R O V I S I O N S  &  V I D E O  P R O D U C T I O N  |  A C O U S T I C S  &  N O I S E  C O N T R O L  |  T H E A T R E 
P L A N N I N G  |  L I G H T I N G  &  R I G G I N G  |  D I S T R I B U T E D  T V  &  S A T E L L I T E  |  V I D E O 
S U R V E I L L A N C E  &  A C C E S S  C O N T R O L  |  T E L / D A T A  S T R U C T U R E D  C A B L I N G

4801 Spring Valley Road
Suite 113
Dallas, TX 75244
v: 972.934.3700
f: 972.934.3720
e: marketing@wjhw.com
i: www.wjhw.com

http://www.boyerengineering.com
http://www.tymetal.com
http://www.wjhw.com
http://www.guerra.com
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Also an alumnus, Allison Gaskins is a UTSOA faculty member. 
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Distinguished alumni have helped shape our world

b y  A L L I S O N  G A S K I N S

American National Bank, Austin, by Kuehne, Brooks, 

and Barr

Colorado History Museum and Judicial Complex, Denver, 

by John Rogers, FAIA, of RNL Design

First National Bank, Chicago, by William Brubaker, FAIA, 

of Perkins+Will

Fuentes House for Eden and Hal Box, San Miguel de 

Allende, by J. Hal Box, FAIA

TOP TO BOTTOM
: COURTESY J. HAL BOX, FAIA; COURTESY OF PERKINS+

W
ILL; COURTESY RNL DESIGN; AUSITN HISTORY CENTER, AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY (PICA 23217)
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Hebron Brick | Interstate Brick

The playful self-discovery of Montessori and 

childhood shines through in an artful blend of 

brick families. Architects turned to Blackson 

Brick Co. for service and selection to construct 

an intricate design that blends well with stone. 

Interstate Brick
Arctic White Modular (accents)

Hebron Brick
Ocean Grey Blend Velour Modular

Design Achievements
. playful combinations express childhood
. thermal barrier to harsh afternoon sun
. regional building traditions
. inviting unit scale pleases user groups

Showcased Materials
. mix of colors provides design interest
. long-wearing, easily cleaned finishes
. brick blends, contrasts well with stone
. historical architectural legacy

The Montessori 
School 

at Starcreek
allen tx
architect 

Sky Modern, Dallas
general contractor 

Plyler Construction, Sherman TX
masonry contractor 

Art of Texas Masonry, Waco TX

An Accent on Early Years

Hebron Brick
Silverado Velour Modular

http://www.blacksonbrick.com


Build Green, 
Build Better: 
Blackson Brick.

214-855-5051 
blacksonbrick.com

info@blacksonbrick.com   

Cloud Ceramics
B

r
ic

k
 

T
h
in

 B
r
ic

k
 

T
h
in

 S
t
o
n
e
 

S
t
o
n
e
 

N
a
t
u
r
a
l S

t
o
n
e

No Middle Ground
Architects met the challenge to add gracefully to a historically 

significant and confined campus with expert matching and 

attention to brick detail, using existing and special blends, 

sourced and provided by Blackson Brick Co.

McCulloch Intermediate 
School

university park tx
architect 

SHW Group, Plano TX
general contractor 

Adolfson & Peterson Construction, Richardson TX
masonry contractor 
Wilks Masonry, Aledo TX

Cloud Ceramics
Special Mingle Smooth Modular 40% Burgundy, 60% Coffee

Cloud Ceramics
Navajo Blend Smooth Modular

Design Achievements
. matched existing brick character, color
. subtle details animate simple geometry
. expanded school with respect for history

Showcased Materials
. performance equals original materials
. color range allows for exact matching
. brick pros’ experience eased selection

http://www.blacksonbrick.com
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Interstate Brick

Blackson Brick Co. helped architects satisfy priorities for LEED 

qualification, differing material scales, and the new design 

standard for a college’s master plan. The building’s simple 

beauty masks complex multidisciplinary science at its core.

Campus Gateway

Design Achievements
. large-scale units for sweeping curve
. grand design gesture in strong materials
. gateway structure sets tone for future

Showcased Materials
. LEED credit for model of sustainability
. common installation across materials
. single source for stone, brick options

Interstate Brick
Tumbleweed Matte Super Emperor 4x8x16

Cedar Valley College Science Building
dallas tx

architect HOK, Dallas
general contractor Turner Construction Company, Dallas

masonry contractor ROC Construction, Dallas

http://www.blacksonbrick.com


Byron Nelson High School
trophy club tx

architect Corgan Associates, Dallas
general contractor Charter Builders, Dallas

masonry contractor Skinner Masonry, Mesquite TX

Cloud Ceramics | Kansas Brick & Tile

Kansas Brick & Tile
530 Flashed Velour Modular

Cloud Ceramics
Greystone Velour Modular

Cloud Ceramics
Ebony Ironspot Velour Modular

Named for the golf champion who defined class as a 

competitor, this high school is wrapped in one of the classic 

building materials across the ages, made winningly modern 

with quality sourcing and service from Blackson Brick Co.

Class of Champions

Design Achievements
. versatile scale to enliven large project
. rich palette of color combinations
. varied treatments to reflect functions
. dramatic contrast to landscape design
. geometric patterns enhance structure

Showcased Materials
. multiple manufacturer sourcing
. distinctive flashed, ironspot finishes
. economical, high-design coverage
. unit shape, scale for flexible design
. durable, low-maintenance material

Build Green, 
Build Better: 
Blackson Brick.

214-855-5051 
blacksonbrick.com

info@blacksonbrick.com   

http://www.blacksonbrick.com
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