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For almost 150 years, members of the American Institute of Architects have 

worked with each other and their communities to create more valuable, 

healthy, secure, and sustainable buildings and cityscapes. AIA members 

have access to the right people, knowledge, and tools to create better 

design—and help clients and communities make their visions real.

Visit www.aia.org to see enhanced collaboration in action.
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B!Wpjdf!Tjmfodfe
David Dillon interpreted architecture for the man in the street

David Dillon (1941-2010)
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C O N T R I B U T O R S

J E S S E  H A G A R  is a freelance writer and registered architect in the state of 
Texas. He lives in Houston and works for CONTENT Architecture.  While writing 
this assignment for TA, he and his fiancée tied the knot.   Read his article on 
the GSA Regional Field Office on page 42.
L A R R Y  K L E I N K E M P E R ,  A I A  is  a leader in the industry on advanced 
technologies in architecture. He says, “The goal is to find the practical uses for 
these exciting new technologies and to never lose sight that it must facilitate 
great design.”  Kleinkemper discusses BIM-related tools on page 61.
M A R K  O B E R H O L Z E R ,  A I A  and his wife Leigh have finally decided 
to unbox their art and hang it up, after living in Austin for almost four years. 
They are trying to make their house more pleasant for the newest addition to 
the family, a Russian dwarf hamster. On page 52, Oberholzer writes about the 
Austonian residential tower.
M A S O N  R O G E R S ,  A I A  grew up in West Texas. After receiving his 
masters from the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C, he and 
his wife Kellie moved back to their hometown of Amarillo where they now raise 
their three children, Charlotte, Oscar, and June. Mason is the principal of Playa 

Design Studio. His feature intro on page 31 addresses designing for extreme 
conditions on the High Plains.
S T E V E N  L A N D  T I L L O T S O N ,  A I A  has broad experience in design, 
historic preservation, and planning projects. His mother gave him the name 
Land, not knowing he would change the landscape of Texas, produce  award-
winning projects, and create original research that defines the complex cultural 
landscape of South Texas. Tillotson discusses the architectural implications of 
the Secure Border Fence on page 26.
T H O M A S  M C C O N N E L L ,  an advocate of green building, owns McConnell 
Photography, an Austin-based company specializing in architectural and advertis-
ing images. Accompanied by TA  Art Director Julie Pizzo, he photographed the 
Austonian for this issue of extremes. See his images beginning on page 52.
L A W R E N C E  C O N N O L L Y ,  A I A  is a frequent contributor to Texas   
Architect, The Shape of Texas, AIA Austin’s quarterly newsletter Clerestorie, 
and the sports page of his neighborhood paper. When he is not writing, at his 
day job, or at a movie, he is trying to get his teenagers off the payroll.  Read his 
article about the new Cowboys Stadium on page 32.

Larry Kleinkemper, AIA

Mark Oberholzer, AIA

Mason Rogers, AIA

Jesse Hagar

Lawrence Connolly, AIA

Steven Land Tillotson, AIA

Thomas McConnell



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T7 / 8  2 0 1 0 11

N E W S

AIA/HUD Award for Dallas Initiative

D A L L A S !Dpohp!Tusffu!Hsffo! Jojujbujwf!
jo!Ebmmbt!cz!Cvjmejoh!Dpnnvojuz!Xpsltipq!
sfdfoumz!sfdfjwfe!b!3121!Bnfsjdbo!Jotujuvuf!pg!
Bsdijufdut0V/T/!Efqbsunfou!pg!Ipvtjoh!boe!
Vscbo!Efwfmpqnfou!TfdsfubszÖt!Bxbse!jo!uif!
dbufhpsz!pg!dpnnvojuz.jogpsnfe!eftjho/!B!upubm!
pg!gpvs!qspkfdut!xfsf!bxbsefe!jo!gpvs!tfqbsbuf!
dbufhpsjft!boe!xfsf!sfdphoj{fe!evsjoh!b!Kvof!
21!dfsfnpoz!bu!uif!BJB!dpowfoujpo!jo!Njbnj/!
Uif!bxbset!sfdphoj{f!fydfmmfodf!jo!b�psebcmf!
ipvtjoh!bsdijufduvsf-!ofjhicpsippe!eftjho-!
qbsujdjqbupsz!eftjho-!boe!bddfttjcjmjuz/!

Dpohp!Tusffu!Hsffo!Jojujbujwf!jowpmwft!tjy!
pxofs.pddvqjfe!ipnft!po!b!obsspx!tusffu!pg!28!
tjohmf.gbnjmz!boe!evqmfy!ipvtft-!bmm!cvjmu!cfgpsf!
2:21/!Uispvhi!b!tfsjft!pg!dpowfstbujpot!xjui!uif!
sftjefout-!b!qmbo!xbt!efwfmpqfe!up!sftupsf!boe0
ps!sfdpotusvdu!uif!ipnft!xjuipvu!uif!sftjefout!
ibwjoh!up!sfmz!vqpo!sfmpdbujpo!ps!jodvs!tuffq!
ßobodjbm!cvsefo/!

Uif!jefb!dfoufst!po!dsfbujoh!b!ufnqpsbsz!
ipnf-!ps!Óipmejoh!ipvtf-Ô!gps!uif!gbnjmz!xiptf!
ipnf!jt!dvssfoumz!voefs!sfopwbujpo/!Cz!sfnbjo.
joh!qbsu!pg!uif!dpnnvojuz-!uif!ipnfpxofst!bsf!
bwbjmbcmf!up!xpsl!xjui!uif!ufbn!up!sfdpotusvdu!
uifjs!ipnf/!Xjui! uif!qspkfdut! ubljoh!qmbdf!
tfrvfoujbmmz-!fbdi!ipvtf!uibu!jt!sfcvjmu!jodpsqp.
sbuft!nbufsjbmt!tbmwbhfe!gspn!uif!fyjtujoh!ipnf/!
Up!ebuf-!uisff!ipnft!ibwf!cffo!dpnqmfufe!boe!b!
gpvsui!jt!voefs!dpotusvdujpo/!

Uif!kvsz!opufe!uif!gpmmpxjoh;!ÓUif!qspk.
fdu! tipxt! uipvhiugvm!! dpotjefsbujpo!pg! uif!
pddvqboutÖ!!offet-!xijdi!jt!ftqfdjbmmz!!jnqps.
ubou!cfdbvtf!pg!uifjs!fdpopnjd!ej�dvmujft/!Ju!
tipxt!b!!cfbvujgvm!sf.vtf!pg!fyjtujoh!!ipvtjoh!
tupdl-!boe!uif!gbdu!uibu!uif!pxofst!dbo!sfnbjo!
nblft!ju!211!qfsdfou!cfuufs!tujmm/Ô!

Gps!beejujpobm! jogpsnbujpo!boe! up!wjfx!
b!tmjeftipx!pg! uif!Dpohp!Tusffu!Hsffo!Joj.
ujbujwf-!wjtju!xxx/bjb/psh0qsbdujdjoh0bxbset0
BJBC19412:/

T A  S T A F F

Summer Groundbreaking Set
For Piano’s Kimbell Expansion

F O R T  W O R T H  Uif! mpoh.boujdjqbufe!
dpotusvdujpo!pg!Sfo{p!Qjbop!Cvjmejoh!Xpsl.
tipqÖt!fyqbotjpo!pg!uif!Ljncfmm!Bsu!Nvtfvn!
jt!tdifevmfe!up!csfbl!hspvoe!mbuf!uijt!tvnnfs-!
xjui!uif!pqfojoh!pg!uif!ofx!%236!njmmjpo!cvjme.
joh!tmbufe!gps!3124/!Uif!96-261.tg!beejujpo-!
xijdi!xjmm!bqqspyjnbufmz!epvcmf!uif!nvtfvnÖt!
hbmmfsz!tqbdf-!xjmm! jodmvef!bo!voefshspvoe!
qbsljoh!hbsbhf/!Uif!eftjho!xjmm!sfjogpsdf!uif!
joufoefe!Ñ!cvu!tfmepn!vtfe!Ñ!qvcmjd!bqqspbdi!
up!uif!gspou!pg!Mpvjt!J/!LbioÖt!2:83!bsdijufduvsbm!
nbtufsqjfdf/

Uif!Nbz!38!sfmfbtf!pg!QjbopÖt!ßobm!eftjho!
sfwfbmfe!efubjmt!opu!tqfdjgjfe!xifo!uif!qsf.
mjnjobsz!tdifnf!xbt!vowfjmfe!jo!Opwfncfs!
3119/!)Tff!Kbo0Gfc!311:!UB-!q/!21/*!Bt!qsfwj.
pvtmz!sfqpsufe-!uif!fyqbotjpo!xjmm!cf!cvjmu!po!
uif!xftu!mbxo!boe!xjmm!gbdf!joxbse!up!LbioÖt!
sfwfsfe!mboenbsl/

Uif!ofx!fousz!tfrvfodf!jt!fyqfdufe!up!dpssfdu!
uif!vtvbm!xbz!wjtjupst!bddftt!uif!nvtfvn-!xijdi!
jt!uispvhi!uif!cbdl!epps!evf!up!jut!qspyjnjuz!
up!uif!bekbdfou!qbsljoh!mpu/!Jotufbe-!uif!ofx!
bqqspbdi!xjmm!csjoh!wjtjupst!gspn!uif!qbsljoh!
hbsbhf!up!hspvoe!mfwfm!jotjef!uif!ofx!cvjmejoh!
xifsf!LbioÖt!jdpojd!nvtfvn!xjmm!cf!qspnjofou!
kvtu!cfzpoe!uif!beejujpoÖt!hmbtt!gbdbef/!

QjbopÖt!eftjho!bdlopxmfehft!uif!pmefs!cvjme.
joh!jo!jut!sftqfdugvm!tdbmf!boe!hfofsbm!qmbo!xijmf!
bu!uif!tbnf!ujnf!bttfsujoh!jut!pxo!npsf!pqfo-!
usbotqbsfou!dibsbdufs/!Qiztjdbmmz!tfqbsbufe!cz!
b!dpvsu!boe!b!sfàfdujoh!qppm-!uif!qmbdfnfou!pg!
uif!fyqbotjpo!xjmm!cf-!jo!QjbopÖt!xpset-!Óuif!
sjhiu!ejtubodf!gps!b!dpowfstbujpo-!opu!upp!dmptf!
boe!opu!upp!gbs!bxbz/Ô!

Uif!ofx!cvjmejoh!dpotjtut!pg!uxp!dpoofdufe!
tusvduvsft-!uif!ßstu!boe!npsf!qspnjofou!b!qbwjm.

jpo!uibu!gbdft!fbtu!upxbse!uif!Lbio!cvjmejoh/!
Eftjhofe!xjui!b!usjqbsujuf!gbdbef-!uif!qbwjmjpoÖt!
dpodsfuf!xbmmt!xjmm!cf!gmbolfe!cz!b!sfdfttfe!
fousbodf!cbz!pg!hmbtt/!Uif!qbwjmjpo!ipvtft!b!
mbshf!mpccz!jo!uif!dfoufs!boe!fyijcjujpo!hbmmfs.
jft!up!fjuifs!tjef-!bmm!obuvsbmmz!mju!gspn!bcpwf/!Jo!
uif!hbmmfsjft-!Qjbop!ibt!efwjtfe!b!sppg!tztufn!
uibu! jodpsqpsbuft!bmvnjovn!mpvwfst-!hmbtt-!
qipupwpmubjd!dfmmt-!xppe!cfbnt-!boe!tusfudife!
gbcsjd!tdsjnt/!Uif!opsui!boe!tpvui!xbmmt!pg!uif!
qbwjmjpo!bsf!hmbtt-!xjui!dpmpoobeft!pvutjef!up!
tvqqpsu!hfofspvt!sppg!pwfsiboht/!Cfmpx!hsbef!jt!
b!mpxfs!mfwfm!xjui!bsu!tupsbhf-!qsfqbsbupsz!bsfbt-!
nfdibojdbm!tztufnt-!b!tfswjdf!uvoofm!up!uif!Lbio!
cvjmejoh-!boe!puifs!cbdl.pg.ipvtf!gvodujpot/

Uif! tfdpoe! dpnqpofou!xjm m! cf! mpdbufe!
cfijoe!uif!ßstu-!xjui!b!hmbtt!qbttbhfxbz!dpo.
ofdujoh!uif!uxp-!cvu!xjmm!cf!ibsemz!wjtjcmf!gspn!
uif!pvutjef/!Dpwfsfe!cz!b!hsbttz!sppg!uibu!hjwft!
uif!bqqfbsbodf!pg!bo!fbsuixpsl!ps!bsdibfpmphj.
dbm!tjuf-!ju!xjmm!dpoubjo!b!uijse!hbmmfsz!uibu!jt!opu!
upq.mju!boe!uifsfgpsf!tvjubcmf!gps!ftqfdjbmmz!
mjhiu.tfotjujwf!xpslt/!Bmtp!jotjef!xjmm!cf!uif!
bvejupsjvn-! uif! mjcsbsz-! boe!bo!fevdbujpo!
dfoufs/!Uif!epvcmf.ifjhiu!bvejupsjvn!jt!qmbdfe!
po!byjt!xjui!uif!fousbodf-!xjui!b!wjfx!uispvhi!
wbsjpvt!tqbdft!boe!mbzfst!pg!hmbtt!gspn!gspou!up!
cbdlÒgspn!uif!gspou!epps!up!uif!hmbtt!xbmm!boe!
mjhiuxfmm!cfijoe!uif!bvejupsjvn!tubhf/
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Congo Street House–After
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Wrecking Ball KOs Memorial Coliseum

C O R P U S  C H R I S T I !Bgufs!bmnptu!tjy!zfbst!
jo!mjncp-!uif!Dpsqvt!Disjtuj!Nfnpsjbm!Dpmjtfvn!
gfmm!up!uif!xsfdljoh!cbmm!jo!Nbz/!Efnpmjujpo!cfhbo!
tipsumz!bgufs!b!dpvsu!sftusbjojoh!psefs!xbt!mjgufe/!
Uif!cvjmejoh!tfswfe!bt!uif!dpnnvojuzÖt!qsjnbsz!
qvcmjd!fwfout!dfoufs!gps!pwfs!ßwf!efdbeft/!Uif!
cbzgspou!gbdjmjuz!xbt!uif!nptu!wjtjcmf!mpdbm!qspkfdu!
eftjhofe!cz!uif!djuzÖt!nptu!xfmm.lopxo!bsdijufdu-!
Sjdibse!T/!Dpmmfz!)2:21.2:94*/

Uif!Dpmjtfvn!xbt!sfqmbdfe!jo!3115!bt!uif!
qsjnbsz!tqfdjbm!fwfout!wfovf!xifo!uif!Djuz!pg!
Dpsqvt!Disjtuj!dpotusvdufe!uif!Bnfsjdbo!Cbol!
Dfoufs!)cz!mpdbm!ßsn!Hjhobd!Bttpdjbuft!xjui!
Njbnj.cbtfe!Brvjufdupojdb*/!Uif!ofx!gbdjmjuz!jt!
mpdbufe!po!uif!pqqptjuf!foe!pg!Tipsfmjof!Esjwf/!

Cpui!jut!cjsui!jo!2:65!boe!jut!sfdfou!efbui!
xfsf!njsfe! jo!dpouspwfstz/!Psjhjobmmz-! uif!
eftjho!xbt!joufoefe!gps!b!ej�fsfou!tjuf-!xjui!
Dpmmfz!tusfovpvtmz!pqqptfe!up!b!efdjtjpo!cz!djuz!
p�djbmt!uibu!dibohfe!ju!up!uif!cbzgspou!mpdbujpo!
xijmf!uif!qspkfdu!xbt!tujmm!voefs!eftjho/!Djuz!
mfbefstijq!qsfwbjmfe!boe!uif!cvjmejoh!tuppe!

gps!efdbeft!bt!pof!pg!uif!nptu!wjtjcmf!cbzgspou!
tusvduvsft!po!Tipsfmjof!Esjwf/

Tipsumz!bgufs!ju!pqfofe-!uif!cvjmejoh!xbt!
gfbuvsfe!jo!Qsphsfttjwf!Bsdijufduvsf/!Jut!nptu!dfm.
fcsbufe!joopwbujpo!xbt!b!tuffm!mbnfmmb!tusvduvsbm!
tqbdf!gsbnf!uibu!gpsnfe!jut!jdpojd!dvswfe!sppg/

Bt!uif!wbdbou!cvjmejoh!efufsjpsbufe-!mpdbm!
pqjojpo!dpodfsojoh!jut!gbuf!cfdbnf!qpmbsj{fe/!
Buufnqut!up!efwfmpq!bmufsobujwf!vtft!gps!uif!gbdjm.
juz!gbjmfe/!Uif!rvftujpo!pg!uif!cvjmejohÖt!gvuvsf!

New Expansion of Ideson Library
Follows Cram’s Original Scheme

H O U S T O N !Uif!Kvmjb!Jeftpo!Cvjmejoh-!Ipvt.
upoÖt!ijtupsjd!epxoupxo!mjcsbsz-!ibt!sfdfjwfe!bo!
beejujpo!uibu!ßobmmz!dpnqmfuft!jut!psjhjobm!2:37!
tdifnf/!Eftjhofe!cz!HfotmfsÖt!Ipvtupo!p�df-!
uif!gpvs.tupsz!tpvui!fyufotjpo!sfqmjdbuft!b!xjoh!
uibu!xbt!pnjuufe!gspn!uif!Cptupo!ßsn!Dsbn!boe!
GfshvtpoÖt!qmbo!gps!uif!mjcsbsz-!uif!pomz!gbdjmjuz!
dpnqmfufe!pg!uif!qspkfdufe!ßwf.cvjmejoh!Djwjd!
Dfoufs! gpdvtfe!bspvoe!Ifsnboo!Trvbsf-!b!
cmpdl!epobufe!up!uif!djuz!jo!2:25!cz!qijmbouisp.
qjtu!Hfpshf!I/!Ifsnboo/!Uif!ejtusjdu!xbt!opu!
gvsuifs!efwfmpqfe!voujm!2:4:!xjui!uif!Djuz!Ibmm!
cz!Kptfqi!Gjohfs!boe!uif!hbsefo!boe!sfàfdujoh!
qppm!cz!Ibsf!boe!Ibsf!pg!Lbotbt!Djuz/!

Dpnqmfufe!jo!Bqsjm-!uif!32-611.tg!beejujpo!up!
uif!fyjtujoh!77-111.tg!mjcsbsz!jt!uif!ßstu!qibtf!
pg!b!qspkfdu!uibu!opx!dpoujovft!xjui!bo!joufsjps!
sftupsbujpo/!Uif!Kvmjb!Jeftpo!Cvjmejoh!jt!uif!
ipnf!pg!uif!Ipvtupo!Nfuspqpmjubo!Sftfbsdi!
Dfoufs!)NSD*!boe! jut!dpmmfdujpot!pg!cpplt-!
nbqt-!ijtupsjd!qipuphsbqit-!boe!bsdijufduvsbm!
esbxjoht!sfmbufe!up!uif!Ipvtupo!sfhjpo/!Uif!ofx!
xjoh!qspwjeft!nvdi.offefe!bsdijwbm!tupsbhf!
boe!sftfbsdi!gbdjmjujft!up!nblf!uif!mjcsbszÖt!
dpmmfdujpot!npsf!bddfttjcmf/!

Sbmqi!Bebnt!Dsbn-!xpsljoh!xjui!mpdbm!bttp.
djbuft!Xjmmjbn!Xbse!Xbuljo!boe!Mpvjt!B/!Hmpwfs-!
eftjhofe!uif!nvojdjqbm!qvcmjd!mjcsbsz!up!sfqmbdf!
uif!jobefrvbuf!2:15!Dbsofhjf!Mjcsbsz!mpdbufe!
b!dpvqmf!pg!cmpdlt!bxbz!po!Usbwjt!Tusffu/!Vtjoh!
sptf!csjdl!boe!sfe!ujmf!jo!b!Nfejufssbofbo!tuzmf!
tjnjmbs!up!ijt!xpsl!po!uif!Sjdf!Jotujuvuf!dbnqvt!

uisff!njmft!up!uif!tpvui-!Dsbn!fnqibtj{fe!uif!
dfousbm!cbzt!xjui!b!mjnftupof!gbdbef!efubjmfe!
xjui!sjdi!Tqbojti!Qmbufsftrvf!psobnfou/!Kvmjb!
Cfegpse!Jeftpo!xbt!uif!djuz!mjcsbsjbo!gspn!2:13!
voujm!ifs!efbui!jo!2:56!boe!mfe!uif!jotujuvujpo!

Even as preservationists persisted in efforts to save Corpus Christi Memorial Coliseum, demolition of the downtown 

landmark began in May. Clearing the site is likely to continue through June.

The recent expansion of the historic Julia Ideson Building in downtown Houston added a new 21,500-sf wing, shown at left, 

and an enclosed garden in front. An interior restoration of the original 1926 building will continue through next spring.

(TOP) GERALD M
OORHEAD, FAIA; (BOTTOM

) BILL T. W
ILSON, FAIA

continued on page 62

continued on page 63
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AIA Brazos Inaugurates School Program

B R Y A N !Wpmvouffs!nfncfst!pg!BJB!Csb{pt!
jobvhvsbufe!uif!dibqufsÖt!ßstu!ÓBsdijufduvsf!
jo!TdippmtÔ!qsphsbn!fbsmjfs!uijt!zfbs-!ubljoh!
mfttpot!bcpvu!qpufoujbm! dbsffs!pqqpsuvoj.
ujft! up!b! upubm!pg!4:! gpvsui.hsbef!tuvefout/!
Fouivtjbtn!xbt!ijhi!bnpoh!qbsujdjqbout!gspn!
Csb{pt!Disjtujbo!Tdippm! jo!Cszbo!boe!Gjstu!
Cbqujtu!Divsdi!Tdippm!jo!Csfoibn-!bt!xfmm!bt!
bnpoh!dmbttsppn!ufbdifst!boe!uif!tuvefoutÖ!
qbsfout/

Uif! gpvs ui.hsbef! qsphsbn! gpdvtfe! po!
ofjhicpsippet/!Evsjoh!uif!tjy.xffl!qsphsbn-!
tuvefout!hbjofe!bo!voefstuboejoh!pg!xibu!
bsdijufdut!ep-!jefoujßfe!qmbdfnfou!pg!tjhojß.
dbou!cvjmejoht!xjuijo!uifjs!pxo!dpnnvojujft0
ofjhicpsippet-!boe!cfhbo!up!voefstuboe!ipx!
uif!fowjsponfou! jog mvfodft! uif!eftjho!pg!
ofjhicpsippet/!Tpnf!mfttpot!jodmvefe!b!ipnf.
xpsl!bttjhonfou-!xijdi!jowpmwfe!qbsfout!jo!uif!
qspdftt!bt!uif!tuvefout!jefoujßfe!uifjs!spvuft!
up!tdippm!boe!tjhojßdbou!cvjmejoht!bmpoh!uibu!
spvuf/!)Bebqufe!gspn!BJB!BvtujoÖt!qsphsbn-!
BJB!Csb{ptÖt!dvssjdvmvn!jt!qptufe!bu!xxx/
bjbcsb{pt/psh0bcpvu.vt/*

Wpmvouffst!vtfe!tmjef!tipxt!up!ifmq!sfjogpsdf!
uif!dpodfqut!qsftfoufe/!Fbdi!tuvefou!sfdfjwfe!
bo!bsu!lju! gps!hsbqijd!bdujwjujft-!qspwjejoh!
iboet.po!pqqpsuvojujft!gps!sfjogpsdjoh!uif!
mfttpot/!Bu!uif!foe!pg!uif!qsphsbn-!npefmt!pg!

ofjhicpsippet!eftjhofe!cz!uif!tuvefout!xfsf!
ejtqmbzfe!gps!uif!qbsujdjqbout-!uifjs!qbsfout-!
boe!uifjs!ufbdifst/

Ojof!nfncfst!pg!BJB!Csb{pt!qbsujdjqbufe!jo!
bebqujoh!uif!dvssjdvmvn!boe!dmbttsppn!jotusvd.
ujpo!gps!uif!jobvhvsbm!qsphsbn/!Uiptf!wpmvouffst-!
sfqsftfoujoh!26!qfsdfou!pg!uif!dibqufsÖt!upubm!

nfncfstijq-!jodmvefe!fnqmpzfft!pg!uif!Bsljufy!
Tuvejp-!CSX!Bsdijufdut-!CCB!Bsdijufdut-!boe!
Vqdivsdi!Bsdijufdut/!Dmbttsppn!tqpotpstijqt!
pg!uijt!tfnftufsÖt!qsphsbn!xfsf!qspwjefe!cz!CCB!
Bsdijufdut!boe!uif!DST!Dfoufs!jo!uif!Ufybt!B'N!
Efqbsunfou!pg!Bsdijufduvsf/

S T E V E N  S C H L O S S ,  A I A

Recap: Gulf Coast Green 2010

H O U S T O N !Ifme!jo!nje.Bqsjm!bu!uif!Voj.
wfstjuz!pg!Ipvtupo-!uif!ßgui!boovbm!Hvmg!Dpbtu!
Hsffo!Tznqptjvn!boe!Qspgfttjpobm!Fyqp!
cspvhiu!uphfuifs!b!ejwfstf!hspvq!Ñ!bsdijufdut-!
fohjoffst-!dpousbdupst-!efwfmpqfst-!tuvefout-!
fevdbupst-!boe!hpwfsonfou!p�djbmt!Ñ!up!tibsf!
jogpsnbujpo!boe!ofuxpsl!bdsptt!ejtdjqmjoft/!
Uif!fwfou!xbt!iptufe!cz!BJB!IpvtupoÖt!Dpn.
njuuff!po!uif!Fowjsponfou-!pshboj{fe!foujsfmz!
cz!qbttjpobuf!wpmvouffst!boe!tqpotpsfe!cz!
tfwfsbm!mpdbm!cvtjofttft!bmmjfe!xjui!uif!eftjho!
boe!dpotusvdujpo!joevtusz/

Ljdljoh!p�!HDH3121Öt!ßstu!ebz!pg!fwfout!po!
Bqsjm!26!xbt!BJB!Qsftjefou!Hfpshf!Njmmfs-!GBJB-!
xip!sfnjoefe!bmm!371!buufoefft!up!Ónblf!tvsf!
xf!tibqf!dibohf!uibu!nbuufstÔ!boe!qspnpufe!
uif!qsphsbnt!boe!tusbufhjft!pg!BJBÖt!tvtubjo.
bcmf!jojujbujwft/!Pqfojoh!uif!tfdpoe!ebz!xbt!
sfdfoumz!fmfdufe!Ipvtupo!Nbzps!Boojtf!Qbslfs!

xip!qspnjtfe!up!qvstvf!jojujbujwft!gps!Ómfbejoh!
uif!hsffo!cvtjoftt!sfwpmvujpo!gps!Ipvtupo!bt!b!
npefm!gps!bmm!Bnfsjdbo!djujft"Ô

Joufsxpwfo!bnpohtu!lfzopuf!tqfblfst-!uif!
tznqptjvnÖt!mfbsojoh!tfttjpot!xfsf!pshboj{fe!
voefs!uisff!usbdlt;!Ócvtjoftt!pg!hsffoÔ!xjui!
upqjdt! jodmvejoh! kpc!dsfbujpo-!nbslfujoh!pg!
hsffo!cvjmejoh!qspevdut!boe!tfswjdft-!boe!
sfuvso!po!jowftunfou!gps!hsffo!tusbufhjft<!Ósfo.
pwbujoh!uif!gvuvsfÔ!gfbuvsjoh!ejtdvttjpot!bcpvu!
tvddfttgvm!tusbufhjft!gps!ifbmui-!fofshz!tbwjoht-!
nbufsjbm!sftpvsdft-!boe!fdpopnjd!qbzcbdl<!
boe!Óhfphsbqiz!pg!dibohfÔ!xijdi!beesfttfe!
mboe!bobmztjt-!qmboojoh-!eftjho-!nbobhfnfou-!
qsftfswbujpo-!boe!sfibcjmjubujpo!gps!uif!ifbmui!
pg!qfpqmf!boe!fdptztufnt/

Gps!uif!gjstu!ujnf-!uijt!zfbsÖt!tznqptjvn!
p�fsfe!b!tfsjft!pg!spvoeubcmf!gpsvnt!gps!buufoe.
fft!up!fohbhf!jo!ejbmphvf!xjui!uif!tqfblfst/!
Uif!gpsvnt!fobcmfe!jo.efqui!bobmztjt!pg!jttvft!
dsjujdbm!up!uif!Hvmg!Dpbtu!sfhjpo/

Uijt!zfbsÖt!boovbm!Hvmg!Dpbtu!Hsffo0Tuffm.
dbtf0NdDpz!Tuvefou!Dpnqfujujpo!tipxdbtfe!
zpvoh! ubmfou!xjui! joopwbujwf! tpmvujpot! up!
jnqspwf!mjgf!jo!uif!sfhjpo/!

Bt!jo!qsfwjpvt!zfbst-!uif!mbuftu!fwfou!foefe!
xjui!b!tfsjft!pg!upvst!pg!tvddfttgvm!hsffo!qspk.
fdut!bspvoe!jo!boe!bspvoe!Ipvtupo/!Pof!upvs!
gpdvtfe!po!sfdzdmfe!nbufsjbmt!boe!joufsjpst!cz!
fyqmpsjoh!tvtubjobcmz!eftjhofe!p�df!tqbdft!
boe!fevdbujoh!bcpvu!uif!tvtubjobcmf!sftpvsdft!
uispvhipvu!Ipvtupo/!Bopuifs!upvs!fohbhfe!
mpdbm!hsffo!cvtjofttft!boe!opoqspgju!pshb.
oj{bujpot!xpsljoh!uphfuifs!up!nblf!Ipvtupo!
dmfbofs!boe!npsf!fowjsponfoubmmz!dpotdjpvt/!
B!uijse!upvs!dpodfousbufe!po!hsffo!sftjefodft!
uispvhipvu!uif!Ipvtupo!bsfb!boe!fyqmpsfe!uifjs!
tvtubjobcmf!eftjhot-!dpotusvdujpo!qspdftt-!boe!
pqfsbujpot/

Npsf!jogpsnbujpo!bcpvu!uijt!zfbsÖt!fwfou!dbo!
cf!bddfttfe!bu!xxx/hvmgdpbtuhsffo/psh/

F I L O  C A S T O R E ,  A I A

Fourth graders at Brazos Christian School in Bryan showed their model for a neighborhood to parents at the culmina-

tion of a six-week classroom program taught by volunteers from AIA Brazos. A total of 39 students at two private 

schools participated. 
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AIA Austin Awards 15 Projects

A U S T I N Gjguffo!qspkfdut!xfsf!tfmfdufe!gps!
uif!3121!BJB!Bvtujo!Eftjho!Bxbset!jo!Bqsjm/
Uif!kvsz!xbt!dpnqsjtfe!pg!Nfssjmm!Fmbn-!BJB-!
pg!Nbdl!Tdphjo!Nfssjmm!Fmbn!Bsdijufdut! jo!
Bumboub-!Hb/<!Nbsmpo!Cmbdlxfmm-!GBJB-!pg!Nbsmpo!
Cmbdlxfmm!Bsdijufdu!jo!Gbzfuufwjmmf-!Bsl/<!boe!
Njdibfm! Jncfs-!GBJB-!pg!Njdibfm!H/! Jncfs!
Bsdijufdut!jo!Tbo!Boupojp/!Uif!uisff!kvspst!
sfwjfxfe!pwfs!211!tvcnjuubmt!bu!uif!BJB!Bvtujo!
Dfoufs!gps!Bsdijufduvsf/!

Uisff!Ipops!Bxbset-! uisff!Djubujpot!pg!
Ipops-!tfwfo!Nfsju!Bxbset-!pof!Vocvjmu!Ipops!
Bxbse-!boe!pof!Vocvjmu!Nfsju!Bxbse!xfsf!
qsftfoufe!evsjoh!dfmfcsbujpot!po!Bqsjm!27/!
Jefoujßfe!cz!dbufhpsz-!uif!gpmmpxjoh!qspkfdut!
xfsf!bxbsefe;

Honor Awards
Tupof!Dsffl!Dbnq!)Cjh!Gpsl-!Npou/*!cz!

Boefsttpo!Xjtf!Bsdijufdut!Ò!Tjuvbufe!bmpoh!b!
tmpqjoh!ijmm-!uif!cvjmejoht!p�fs!xbsn-!bmnptu!
dbwf.mjlf!tqbdft!bt!xfmm!bt!fyqbotjwf!qpsdift!
pqfo!up!uif!tvomjhiu!boe!wjfxt/

Epzmf!Ibmm!Beejujpo!,!Sfopwbujpo!)Bvtujo*!
cz!Tqfdiu!Ibsqnbo!Ò!Uif!sfopwbujpo!boe!beej.
ujpo!dsfbuf!b!dbnqvt!dpvsuzbse!bdujwbufe!cz!
uif!qsftfodf!pg!b!dfouvsjft.pme!mjwf!pbl!usff-!b!
ofx!dbg�-!boe!b!zfbs.spvoe!njy!pg!tuvefou!boe!
gbdvmuz!tqbdft/!

Bwfovf!H!Sftjefodf!)Bvtujo*!cz!Bmufstuvejp!
Bsdijufdut!Ò!B!tvctuboujbm!beejujpo!boe!sfop.
wbujpo!pg!b!gpsnfs!evqmfy!jo!BvtujoÖt!Izef!Qbsl!
obujpobm!ijtupsjd!ejtusjdu/!Bwfovf!H!Sftjefodf!
jt!vobqpmphfujdbmmz!npefso-!zfu!dpngpsubcmf!
xjuijo!jut!dpoufyu/

Citations of Honor
Mbslfz!Sftjefodf! )Bvtujo*!cz!NK!Ofbm!

Bsdijufdut!Ò!Sftqfdujoh!uif!efmjdbuf!mjoft!boe!
mpx!qspßmf!pg!uif!fyjtujoh!nje.dfouvsz!npefso!
ipvtf!eftjhofe!cz!B/E/!Tufohfs-!uijt!sfnpefm!
boe!beejujpo!mpplt!wjsuvbmmz!voupvdife/

23ui!Tu!Tuvejpt!)Bvtujo*!cz!Qpmmfo!Bsdijufd.
uvsf!'!Eftjho!Ò!Uijt!dpnqpvoe!pg!tuvejp!cvjme.
joht!pddvqjft!b!cvtz!dpsofs!jo!b!usbotjujpobm!fbtu!
Bvtujo!ofjhicpsippe/!

Gsjdl!Sftjefodf!'!Tuvejp!)Bvtujo*!cz!LSEC!
Ò!Mpdbufe!po!b!uzqjdbm!joßmm!mpu!jo!dfousbm!Bvtujo-!
uijt!sftjefodf!boe!tuvejp!fohbhft!uif!foujsf!tjuf!
bt!bo!fmpohbufe!Ó[Ô!qmbo!jotdsjcfe!xjuijo!bo!
fyqptfe-!sjhje!27.gu!tusvduvsbm!tuffm!cbz!tztufn/

Merit Awards
TjtufstÖ!Sfusfbu!)Bvtujo*!cz!Nfmm!Mbxsfodf!

Bsdijufdut!Ò!Uxp!qbsbmmfm!izqptuzmf!ibmmt!Ò!pof!
dpwfsfe!cz!b!tuffm!usfmmjt-!uif!puifs!fodmptfe!Ò!
gsbnf!uxp!tjtufstÖ!tibsfe!gbnjmz!qppm!ipvtf!boe!
qmbz!bsfb!po!b!tfnj.svsbm!tjuf-!tjuujoh!bnpohtu!b!
tnbmm!gbnjmz!dpnqpvoe!pg!ipnft/

HTB!Sfhjpobm!Gjfme!P�df!)Ipvtupo*!cz!Mfp!
B!Ebmz0MBO!,!QbhfTpvuifsmboeQbhf-!B!Kpjou!
Wfouvsf!Ò!Tjufe!up!nbyjnj{f!fowjsponfoubm!
tfotjujwjuz-! uif!qmbo!qvsqptfgvmmz!qsftfout!
cspbe!gbdft!up!uif!opsui!boe!tpvui!boe!uijo!gbdft!
up!uif!fbtu!boe!xftu/!B!mjhiuxfjhiu!tdsffo!xbmm!
pg!mbnjobufe!hmbtt!tibeft!uif!tusvduvsf!gspn!
ejsfdu!tvomjhiu-!xijmf!bqfsuvsft!jo!uif!hmbtt!
tljo!qspwjef!ebzmjhiujoh!xjui!sfevdfe!hmbsf!gps!
joufsjps!tqbdft/

Cpvmejo!Sftjefodf!)Bvtujo*!cz!Bmufstuvejp!
Bsdijufdut!Ò!Ubljoh!bewboubhf!pg!b!36.gu!gspou!
zbse!tfucbdl!sfrvjsfnfou!bmmpxfe!gps!b!qsjwbuf!
xbmmfe!dpvsuzbse!boe!sfpsjfoubujpo!pg!uif!ipvtf!

up!gbdf!uif!tjef!tusffu/!Dbsfgvmmz!qmbdfe!xjoepxt-!
tlzmjhiut-!boe!b!hmbtt!àpps!pqfo!uif!ipvtf!up!uif!
tlz!boe!tvo/

Tvtij!Sblv!)Bvtujo*!cz!Njdibfm!Itv!Eftjho!
P�df!Ò!Jnqsfttfe!xjui!uif!pwfsbmm!dpiftjwf.
oftt!pg!uif!tqbdf-!kvspst!fokpzfe!uif!qmbzgvmoftt!
pg!sfe!spqft!boe!pwfstj{fe!mboufsot-!xijdi!qsp.
wjef!b!dpousbtu!jo!tdbmf!uispvhipvu!uif!qspkfdu/

Npe!Dpuu;!Hvftu!Ipvtf!po!uif!Mblf!)Mblf!
Cvdibobo*!cz!Nfmm!Mbxsfodf!Bsdijufdut!Ò!B!
tjnqmf!nfubm!wpmvnf!qfsdife!ijhi!po!b!cmv�!
p�fst!ubshfufe!mblf!wjfxt/!

Evwbm!Tuvejp!)Bvtujo*!cz!NK!Ofbm!Bsdijufdut!
Ò!B!tuvejp!efwfmpqfe!pg!fmfnfout!uibu!dbo!vmuj.
nbufmz!cf!ejtbttfncmfe!boe!sfnpwfe-!mfbwjoh!
uif!psjhjobm!tifmm!joubdu/

F/!Xjoetps!Sftjefodf!)Bvtujo*!cz!Bmufs.
tuvejp!Bsdijufdut!Ò!B!tnbmm!cvjmebcmf!gppuqsjou!
mjnjufe!cz!sftusjdujwf!fbtfnfout!qspnqufe!b!
uijo-!uisff.tupsz!ipnf!xjui!uif!nbjo!mjwjoh!
tqbdft!boe!nbtufs!tvjuf!po!uif!upq!àpps/

Unbuilt Honor Award
Zbsbvwj;!Ofdspqpmjt!jo!uif!Efbe!Tfb!cz!Njs�!

Sjwfsb!Bsdijufdut!Ò!Bo!fmfhbou!qspqptbm!jmmvt.
usbujoh!ipx!dpvoumftt!joejwjevbmt!nbz!dipptf!
uifjs!ßobm!sftujoh!qmbdf!jo!uijt!ofdspqpmjt/

Unbuilt Merit Award
VUTB!Dbnqvt!Nbtufs!Qmbo!cz!Cbsoft!Hsp.

nbu{lz!Lptbsfl!Bsdijufdut!Ò!Uijt!nbtufs!qmbo!
sfftubcmjtift!uif!psjhjobm!qmboojoh!qsjodjqmft!
gps!uif!dbnqvt-!xijdi!xfsf!hsbevbmmz!bcbo.
epofe!bt! uif!dbnqvt!fyqboefe/!Uif!eftjho!
pshboj{ft!gvuvsf!dpotusvdujpo!cz!dsfbujoh!b!ofx!
efotjuz!uibu!ju!dvssfoumz!mbdlt/

R I C K  P R I C E ,  A S S O C .  A I A

Stone Creek Camp Doyle Hall Addition + Renovation Avenue G Residence



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T7 / 8  2 0 1 0 19

C A L E N D A R

Jury Chosen for TSA Studio Awards
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ArCH Hosts ‘Policy’
Architecture Center Houston hosts “Policy,” an 
exhibit highlighting 10 years of research by Mary 
Ellen Carroll for Prototype 180, a model and con-
ceptual procedure that will transform an existing 
work of Houston architecture and its program into 
a dynamic system. Prototype 180 and the Rice 
Building Institute are partners in this integrated 
process. Architecture Center Houston, 315 Capitol 
St., Ste. 120; Mon. - Thurs., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Fri., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Prototype 180, permanent 
exhibit located at 6513 Sharpview St., Houston). 
More information is available at www.aiahouston.
org. THRU JULY 9 

TFA Wood Design Nominations Due
The Texas Forestry Association is now accepting 
nominations for its annual awards program “Excel-
lence in Wood Design.” The program recognizes 
outstanding achievement in project designs that 
use wood and wood products and that have been 
completed in the last five years. For more informa-
tion and a nomination form visit www.texasforestry.
org. Nominations are due JULY 15

ADA Anniversary Day in Dallas
AIA Dallas hosts Americans with Disabilities Act  
20th Anniversary Day with a day of activities. The 
event features speaker Kent Waldrep and tours of 
George Dahl’s Lighthouse for the Blind and Texas 
Discovery Gardens. For more information, visit www.
aiadallas.org. JULY 26

Texas Main Street Program Applications Due
The Texas Historical Commission is now accepting 
applications from small, urban, and recertified 
communities for participation in the Texas Main 
Street Program. The program is a revitalization plan 
for historic downtown and neighborhood commer-
cial districts. For more information, contact State 
Coordinator Debra Farst at (512) 463-5758 or visit 
www.thc.state.tx.us to download an application. 
Applications are due JULY 30

UTSOA Hosts ‘Rigourous Vision’
The UT Austin School of Architecture’s Visual 
Resources Collection presents “Rigorous Vision: 
Capturing Contemporary Architecture.” The exhibit 
represents a small subset of thousands of images 
that professor Lawrence Speck, FAIA, has contrib-
uted to the collection. Speck’s images capture the 
formal qualities of contemporary public space in the 
U.S., Europe, and Asia. UTSOA Visual Resources 
Collection, Sutton Hall 3.128, Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. THRU AUG 13 

Governor’s Mansion Modified Plan OK’d 
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Cotillion Pavilion
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Waller Creek Master Plan 
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IPvtupo
Texas Tech urban studio takes ideas for recurrent flooding to extreme
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MaryAlice Torres-MacDonald is an associate professor at Texas 
Tech University’s College of Architecture.

continued from page 23

(preceding page) Jarod Fancher suggested using Hous-

ton’s existing highways as hybrid flood channels to lead 

water into adjacent bayous. (below) Peter Smuda’s 

concept for “catch, hold, display, use and release” 

involves buildings designed to accept runoff for gray-

water purposes, then channeling flood water through the 

downtown’s network of pedestrian tunnels.IM
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An alternative strategy for border security along the Rio Grande
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The writer is a principal with San Antonio-based Kell Muñoz. 
He was a consultant to Ambiotec Engineering on the Imagine 
Brownsville Comprehensive Plan. Others whose involvement 
was critical to the project were Dr. Carlos Marin of Ambiotec 
Engineering Group; Dr. Juliet Garcia, president of UT Brownsville/
Texas Southmost College; Peter Goodman of the City of Browns-
ville; and Denise Blanchard, chief of staff to U.S. Congressman 
Solomon Ortiz. 



It’s not funny when it happens to you.

PROTECT YOUR PROJECT WITH AIA CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. No one likes to be left pointing the fi nger. 
Having the right contracts in place can reduce risks, prevent confl icts and with our new Integrated Project 
Delivery (IPD) Multi-Party Agreement, create more successful collaborations. Easy to use, widely accepted 
and balanced fairly for all parties involved – get off to a smart start with AIA Contract Documents.

NEW DOCUMENTS INCLUDE IPD MULTI-PARTY AND FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECT AGREEMENTS.
To learn more, call 800-242-3837, visit aia.org/contractdocs or follow us on Twitter @AIANational.

Get the NEW VERSION 
at aia.org/contractdocs
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Mason Rogers, AIA, is the principal of Playa Design Studio in Amarillo.

Extremes on the High Plains
Unlike anywhere else in Texas, conditions in the Panhandle require special design consideration
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As if straight from a big-budget science-fiction movie, the 
new Cowboys Stadium in Arlington looks like a colossal 
alien spacecraft tethered to the ground by a pair of monu-
mental steel arches. Some locals even refer to it as Death 
Star, but it does not appear threatening. Nevertheless, 
it is really BIG! Its immense size becomes particularly 
evident when the sun is low and the saucer-shaped sta-
dium casts a wide and long shadow that extends beyond 
its oceanic parking lot and spreads dramatically across 
adjacent properties. 
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P R O J E C T  Cowboys Stadium, Arlington

C L I E N T  Dallas Cowboys Football Club

A R C H I T E C T  HKS

D E S I G N  T E A M  Bryan Trubey, AIA; Mark Williams, AIA; Joe Buskuhl, FAIA; 

Kevin Taylor, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Manhattan Construction Company

C O N S U L T A N T S  Walter P Moore (structural-prime); Campbell & Associates 

(structural-consulting); M-E Engineers (MEP); Accessology (ADA); Wright-

son, Johnson, Haddon & Williams (electronic/acoustics/noise/vibration); 

Selbert Perkins Design Collaborative (graphics); URS as LOPEZGARCIA 

GROUP (assistant MEP/plan review/inspections); Uni-Systems (roof/

wall/video board); Birdair (fabric membrane roof); RWDI (wind tunnel); 

Graham Associates (civil); Landtec Engineers (geotechnical); Craig Olden 

(retention); Bencor (slurry wall)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Blake Marvin/HKS

http://www.manhattanconstruction.com
http://www.wjhw.com
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As the largest NFL arena, Cowboys Stadium encloses 104 million cubic feet. The 

building, completed last year and designed by HKS Sports & Entertainment Group in 

collaboration with team owner Jerry Jones, relies on twin steel box-truss arches to 

support its 14,100-ton dome. The result is the world’s largest column-free interior, yet 

one sheltered by the largest retractable roof on the planet.

R E S O U R C E S  ROOF STEEL: Derr Steel Erection Co.; STEEL ROOF DECKING: Metal Dek Group; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Arcelor 

Mittal; STEEL COATINGS: Sherwin Williams; RETRACTABLE ROOF: Saint-Gobain Fabric; REINFORCING CONCRETE: CMC; 

CONCRETE MATERIALS: TXI; CONCRETE WALKWAYS: North Texas Bomanite; CEMENTIOUS DECKS: Capform; FOUNTAINS: 

Greenscape Pump Services; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Heldenfels Enterprises; EXTERIOR METAL WALLS: 

Centria, Reynobond, Reynolux; METAL PANELS: Alcoa; EXTERIOR WINDOWS: Pilkington North America; EXTERIOR 

GLAZING: Viracon (Haley-Greer); EXTERIOR STONE: Blackson Brick; WALL INSULATION: Johns Manville; EXTERIOR 

ENTRANCE GLASS: PPG; LUMBER: Brazos Forest Products; PLASTIC FABRICATIONS: Wilsonart, Formica, Abet Laminati; 

SECURITY HARDWARE: Southern Folger Detention (ISI Detention Contracting); INTERIOR WINDOWS: Oldcastle Glass, 

PPG; CEILING PANELS: BASWA Acoustic, Armstrong, Tectum, USG, CertainTeed Ecophon, Ceilings Plus; ISLE/

BALCONY GLASS: Mammen, Oldcastle Glass; DIVIDERS/COLUMN DETAILS: Cascade Coil Drapery; WATERPROOFING: WR 

Grace; GYPSUM BOARD AND INTERIOR PANELS: Georgia-Pacific Gypsum; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Modernfold; ELEVATORS/

ESCALATORS: Schindler; DOORS AND HARDWARE: Ceco Door, Kawneer, Eggers, Khoury; CARPET: Shaw Contract 

Group, Atlas, Constantine Commercial, Chilewich, Karastan, Interface Flooring; PLUMBING FIXTURES: Kohler, 

Toto; RESILIENT FLOORING: Forbo, Flexco, Johnsonite; FLOOR/WALL TILE AND STONE: Horizon Tile, DalTile, American 

Tile Supply, Sadlerstone, Crossville, Mixed Up Mosaics, Sigma Marble Granite & Tile; QUARRIED STONE: Stone 

Marketing International, Ann Sacks; FURNITURE AND CASEWORK: TBC Consoles, Martin Brattrud, Ekitta, Lundy 

Services, Architectural Specialties Trading Co.; EQUIPMENT RACKS: Middle Atlantic Products; WALL COVERINGS: 

Innovations in Wallcoverings, Knoll Textiles, Maya Romanoff, Carnegie, Concertex, Kravet; SPECIALTY WALL 

FINISHES: modularArts; ART DIFFUSION PANELS: Interlam (Spec Reps); ELEVATOR AND SPECIALTY WALL GLASS: Pulp Studio 

(Spec Reps); WOOD FLOORING: Junckers Hardwood; VIDEO SCOREBOARD: Mitsubishi; AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENT: Chief 

Mfg., BOSH/EV, BSS Audio, Community Loudspeakers, Tannoy Loudspeakers 

http://www.blacksonbrick.com
http://www.gpgypsum.com
http://www.americantile.com
http://www.americantile.com
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Lawrence Connolly, AIA, practices in Austin and serves as a TA contributing editor.
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A Really Big Room
Cowboys Stadium is the largest column-free space in the world—a feat that allows 
clear sightlines to the playing field from every seat in the house. That achievement 
is made possible by a pair of gray steel arches, composed of 17 x 35-foot box 
trusses made of high-strength steel forged in Luxemburg, that extends the entire 
1,225-foot length of the structure. The longest single-span arches ever built, they 
reach beyond the stadium walls and are buttressed by four angled, solid-concrete 
plinths that partially support the 660,800-sf dome weighing 14,100 tons. 

At the center of the dome is a 256 x 410-foot retractable roof of translucent fabric. 
The rectangular roof opening, a 2.4-acre oculus set 292 feet above the playing field, 
is reminiscent of the Cowboys’ old place in Irving. (Texas Stadium was supposed to 
have a retractable roof, but the structure would not support it.) A rack-and-pinion 
drive system opens and closes the two bi-parting mechanized roof panels in less 
than 12 minutes.
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b y  S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

Set on the crest of a prominent hill west of downtown 
Austin and oriented to command an unobstructed view 
of the skyline, the Hilltop House itself is visible from many 
points around the city. The owner, a wealthy entrepre-
neur, wanted a refuge from the city and his desire for 
privacy drove him to choose this lofty site. Though the 
house’s 19,500 gross square feet (12,750sf conditioned) 
are methodically spread across the sloping terrain, its 
low-lying form rises just above the treetops at the pin-
nacle of the hill.

P R O J E C T  Hill House, Austin

C L I E N T  withheld

A R C H I T E C T  David Heymann, Architect 

D E S I G N  T E A M  David Heymann; Byron Blattel; Shivani Langer; Jose Minguell; 

Shawn Brown; Jesse Hager 

C O N T R A C T O R   White Construction Company

C O N S U L T A N T S  Architectural Engineers Collaborative (structural); Bosse & 

Pharis Associates (landscape); Archillume Lighting Design (lighting); HBC 

Engineering (geotechnical); Longaro & Clark (civil); AA Gonzalez Engineer-

ing (mechanical); All-Safe (security); Audio Video Design (AV)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  David Heymann; Paul Bardagjy
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http://www.bossepharis.com
http://www.bossepharis.com


T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T 7 / 8  2 0 1 040

Uif!dmjfou!cpvhiu!23!mput!pg!b!qmboofe!tvcejwjtjpo!up!sfbmj{f!ijt!esfbn/!
If!uifo!ijsfe!Ebwje!Ifznboo-!bo!bsdijufdu!xiptf!fdpmphjdbmmz!tfotjujwf!
bqqspbdi!up!eftjho!ibt!buusbdufe!opubcmf!dpnnjttjpot!tvdi!bt!uif!sftjefoujbm!
sfusfbu!pvutjef!Dsbxgpse!if!dsfbufe!gps!Mbvsb!boe!Hfpshf!X/!Cvti/!Gps!uibu!
fbsmjfs!qspkfdu!Ñ!b!sfmbujwfmz!npeftu!exfmmjoh!uibu!Ifznboo!tbzt!dpotvnft!
pof!uijse!uif!fofshz!pg!b!dpnqbsbcmz!tj{fe!ipvtf!Ñ!if!jowftujhbufe!ipx!up!
cbmbodf!fowjsponfoubm!dpotjefsbujpot!xjui!uif!sfbmjujft!pg!nbjotusfbn!
Bnfsjdbo!mjgftuzmft!boe!bwbjmbcmf!dpotusvdujpo!nfuipet/!Xjui!uif!Ijmmupq!
Ipvtf-!if!gpvoe!bo!fyusfnf!dbtf!tuvez!up!gvsuifs!ijt!sftfbsdi!xijmf!xpsl.
joh!bhbjo!jo!dmptf!dpmmbcpsbujpo!po!b!dmjfouÖt!ipnf/!IfznbooÖt!dibmmfohf!
jowpmwfe!uif!f�djfou!ejtqfstbm!pg!uif!qsphsbnnbujd!fmfnfout!up!sfevdf!uif!
cvjmejohÖt!pwfsbmm!nbttjoh!boe!bmtp!nblf!uif!nptu!pg!uif!tvqfsc!wjtubt/!

Uif!bqqspbdi!up!uif!Ijmmupq!Ipvtf!cfhjot!xjuijo!b!tvcvscbo!efwfmpq.
nfou!pg!mbshf!Nfejufssbofbo.tuzmf!ipnft!tfu!bu!uif!cbtf!pg!uif!ijmm/!Gspn!
uif!pxofsÖt!tfdvsjuz!hbuf-!uif!qbwfe!esjwfxbz!nfboefst!bmpoh!uif!fehf!pg!
ijt!bdsfbhf!Ñ!psjhjobmmz!qmboofe!gps!uif!fyqbotjpo!pg!uif!tvcvscbo!efwfm.
pqnfou!Ñ!boe!hsbevbmmz!btdfoet!uispvhi!efotf!kvojqfs!tdsvc!mfgu!nptumz!
voupvdife!cz!uif!dpotusvdujpo/!Tjhiujoht!pg!xjme!uvslfz-!effs-!gpyft-!boe!
puifs!xjmemjgf!bsf!dpnnpo/!Uif!esjwf!ufsnjobuft!bu!9:7!gffu!bcpwf!tfb!
mfwfm-!xjui!BvtujoÖt!sbqjemz!fwpmwjoh!epxoupxo!tqmbzfe!pvu!jo!uif!ejtubodf!
511!gffu!cfmpx/!B!gsjohf!pg!ftdbsqnfou!mjwf!pblt!tvsspvoet!uif!dspxo!pg!
uif!ijmm-!foibodjoh!uif!tfotf!pg!tfsfof!qsjwbdz/!

Uif!nbufsjbm!qbmfuuf!dpnqmfnfout!uif!svhhfe!fowjspot!boe!sftqpoet!up!
dpodfsot!bcpvu!tvtubjobcmf!cvjmejoh!qsbdujdft/!Uxp!mpdbm!uzqft!pg!mjnftupof!
Ñ!gpttjm!tupof!gspn!kvtu!opsui!pg!Bvtujo!boe!Mfvefst!gspn!Mbnqbtbt-!vtfe!
jo!cpui!spvhicbdl!boe!dvu!gpsn!Ñ!dmbe!uif!tuffm.gsbnf!ipvtf/!Tp�ut!bsf!
tifbuife!jo!Tqbojti!dfebs!gspn!nbobhfe!gpsftut!jo!Dfousbm!Bnfsjdb/

Uif!ipvtf!jt!ejwjefe!joup!b!tfsjft!pg!qbwjmjpo.mjlf!tqbdft!psjfoufe!bmpoh!
b!usvf!opsui.tpvui!byjt!boe!pshboj{fe!voefs!uxp!tfhnfoufe!bsdjoh!sppgt/!
Uif!fbtufso!sppg!gsbnft!b!wjfx!pg!epxoupxo!Bvtujo!boe!uif!xftufso!sppg!
gpmmpxt!uif!dpoupvs!pg!uif!bekbdfou!ijmmupq/!Xijmf!uif!qmbo!sftpmwft!uif!
dpnqmfy!qsphsbn!pg!uif!ipvtf-!dsfbuft!fyufsjps!tqbdft!jo!b!sbohf!pg!tdbmft-!
boe!dbqjubmj{ft!po!uif!qbopsbnbt-!tpmbs!fyqptvsf!po!uif!mpoh!fbtu!boe!
xftu!gbdft!qptfe!b!dpotjefsbcmf!dibmmfohf/!IfznbooÖt!tpmvujpo!jowpmwfe!
dbsfgvmmz!tjujoh!uif!ipvtf!cfuxffo!fyjtujoh!usfft!gps!bgufsoppo!tibejoh!
boe!tvsspvoejoh!uif!ipvtf!xjui!tjy.gppu!sppg!pwfsiboht/!Uif!fmpohbufe!
dpoßhvsbujpo!bmtp!bmmpxfe!gps!b!dpodfousbujpo!pg!hfpuifsnbm!ifbu!qvnqt!
bmpoh!uif!nfdibojdbm!dpssjeps!uibu!svot!uif!mfohui!pg!uif!ipvtf/

Wjfxfe!gspn!bupq!uif!dspxÖt.oftu!pctfswbujpo!efdl-!uif!nfubm!sppg!jt!wbtu!
cvu!tjnqmf!dpotjefsjoh!uif!fmbcpsbuf!bssbz!pg!tqbdft!voefsofbui/!Nbjomz!
pof.sppn!effq-!uif!joufsjps!tqbdft!cfofßu!gspn!cpvoujgvm!obuvsbm!mjhiu!
boe!bsf!fbtjmz!dsptt!wfoujmbufe/!Cvjmu!po!nvmuj.mfwfmt-!uif!ipvtf!ibt!tfwfsbm!
tfut!pg!tubjst!up!bekvtu!up!uif!upqphsbqiz-!xijdi!bmtp!csfblt!epxo!jut!pwfsbmm!
tdbmf/!Uif!gpvs!xjoht!pg!uif!ipvtf!tfqbsbuf!uif!qsphsbn!joup!b!tvjuf!pg!qsjwbuf!
sppnt!uibu!mfbe!up!uif!nbtufs!cfesppn!bu!uif!opsuixftu!qpjou<!b!ufssbdf!boe!
qppm!bu!uif!opsuifbtu<!b!hvftu!tvjuf!bu!uif!tpvuifbtu<!boe!foufsubjonfou!tqbdft!
Ñ!jodmvejoh!b!cboe!sppn!gps!uif!pxofs!boe!ijt!gsjfoet!up!qmbz!nvtjd!Ñ!bu!uif!
tpvuixftu!uibu!jt!tfqbsbufe!gspn!uif!nbjo!ipvtf!cz!b!csff{fxbz/

Uif!tqsbxmjoh!mbzpvu!jodpsqpsbuft!b!wbsjfuz!pg!pvuepps!tqbdft!xifsf!
uif!qmfbtvsft!pg!uif!ifjhiut!bsf!qbsujdvmbsmz!bdvuf/!Gspn!ifsf!uif!cvjme.
joh!bqqfbst!up!gbmm!bxbz-!jut!vquvsofe!fbwft!gpme!gspn!tjhiu!boe!fyufsjps!
tvsgbdft!cmfoe!joup!uif!mboetdbqf-!boe!pofÖt!fzf!jt!ejsfdufe!pvu!bdsptt!uif!
spmmjoh!ijmmt!boe!uif!djuztdbqf!cfzpoe/

Stephen Sharpe is the editor of Texas Architect.

SITE PLAN
 1 ENTRY PORCH
 2 ENTRY HALL
 3 LIVING ROOM
 4 SITTING ROOM
 5 KITCHEN/BREAKFAST
 6 DINING ROOM
 7 BAND ROOM
 8 BEDROOM
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 10 FAMILY ROOM
 11 MASTER BEDROOM
 12 INSOMNIA ROOM
 13 CASUAL STUDIO
 14 TERRACE
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R E S O U R C E S :  RAINWATER SYSTEM: Tanktown; CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND CONCRETE MATERIALS: Keystone Concrete 

Placement; SPA, POOL AND WATERFALL: Crystal Clean Construction; GEOTHERMAL AND MECHANICAL INSTALL: RM 

Mechanical; STONE: Continental Cut Stone (Lucia); METAL MATERIALS, DECKING RAILINGS: Dennis Steel; ARCHITECTURAL 

METAL WORK: Patriot Erectors; PRE-FABRICATED WOOD JOINTS, TRUSSES; ROOFING MATERIALS: AD Willis; ARCHITECTURAL 

WOODWORK, LAMINATES, WOOD AND SPECIALTY DOORS, CABINETS, MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: Khoury; PREASSEMBLED METAL 

DOORS: Overhead Door Company of Austin; GLAZED WINDOWS AND DOORS: Durathem Window Corp.; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: 

Starlight Skylights a product of Orca Mfg.; GYPSUM BOARD: Central TX Drywall; TILE: McLennan County Tile 

Co.; WOOD FLOORING: Artisan Hardwood Floors; FLUID APPLIED FLOORING: Dream Garage Specialist dba Your 

Garage Pros; EXTERIOR SUN CONTROL: Texas Sun and Shade; FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Factory Builder Stores; 

LIGHTNING PROTECTION: Bonded Lightning Protection  

The Hilltop House’s rambling plan disperses its 12,750-sf of conditioned space into 

four narrow wings configured underneath two curved roofs that also shelter several 

outdoor areas. While the house sits relatively low in profile, the architect used both 

internal and exterior stairs to further break up the house’s overall massing and accom-

modate the site’s sloping topography. Windows are detailed with fixed glass pushed 

to the outboard side of the frame while operable sections are inboard, which creates 

seating and allows for easy cross-ventilation within interior spaces that are mainly 

one-roof deep. Outside, the grade beam extends beyond the exterior walls to form a 

bench that circles the entire house. The roof is shaped to collect rainwater via two 

large swiveled scuppers the architect calls ‘feedbags’ that collect runoff in cisterns 

hidden beneath the north terrace.

Environmental Impact
David Heymann concedes that the house is indeed very large, yet he is quick to point out the designs 
sustainable attributes. “It’s not smart growth, but its smarter to have one very big house than a dozen big 
houses,” he says. “Such houses are inevitable, and ignoring them for scalar impropriety does not resolve 
their environmental consequence.”

The architect partly finessed the house’s significant visual and environmental presence partly through site 
planning. The client purchased 11 adjacent house lots encircling a hill that rises above ecologically sensitive 
Barton Creek. By aggregating all the land and managing the percentage of cover, the property qualified 
for a conservation easement. Careful site planning also kept the house away from erodible slopes, washes, 
existing springs, and from encroaching on the habitat of the endangered golden-cheeked warbler. Also, 
Heymann reports that the site was examined by archeologists to verify the absence of Native American 
artifacts at the building location.

http://www.continentalcutstone.com
http://www.bondedlp.com
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b y  J E S S E  H A G E R

From its beginning in 1994, the General Services 
Administration’s Design Excellence Program upset the 
status quo in how the federal government commissioned 
architectural services. The innovative program advocated 
high-quality design and architectural expression, two con-
cepts not often associated with federal projects built in 
the latter half of the twentieth century. The stated mission 
called for emphasizing “contemporary form and meaning 
to America’s rich legacy of public architecture and art.” 
From the outset of the program, GSA garnered positive 
recognition in architectural circles for numerous buildings 
designed by celebrated architects such as Richard Meier 
and Morphosis. One of the latest is in Houston, the GSA 
Regional Field Office designed in a joint venture between 
PageSoutherlandPage and Leo A Daly.

P R O J E C T  GSA Regional Field Office, Houston

C L I E N T  U.S. General Services Administration

A R C H I T E C T  Leo A Daly/LAN + PageSoutherlandPage, A Joint Venture

D E S I G N  T E A M  Lawrence W. Speck, FAIA; George R. Jumonville, AIA; John 

Cryer III, AIA; Tami Merrick, AIA; Joan Albert; Robert Johnson, AIA; Richard 

Butler; Jeffrey S. Willis, PE

C O N T R A C T O R  Yates Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Jacobs Facilities (construction management); Applied 

Research Associates (blast consulting); Aviles Engineering (geotechnical); 

BAi (acoustics); CBM Engineers (structural); Kroll Schiff Associates (secu-

rity); Landtech Consultants (survey); Nathelyne A. Kennedy & Associates 

(civil); Persohn/Hahn Associates (vertical transportation); Rolf Jensen & 

Associates (life safety/code); Project Cost Resources (estimator); Wong 

& Associates (landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Tim Hursley
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The architects carefully addressed concerns for sustainability, as well as security 

and appropriate image, into the design of the 275,000-sf office building. The design 

solution maximizes environmental sensitivity, promotes daylighting and views (over-

sized windows are nearly nine feet tall), and provides for the potential of solar energy 

capture. The plan is purposefully narrow, presenting broad faces to the south and north, 

and thin faces to the east and west. The design also reduces energy costs through 

the use of high-performance glass, high insulation values, dedicated energy recovery 

units, and special selection and design integration of energy efficient HVAC systems, 

including a full building under-floor HVAC system. Efficient use of water is achieved 

through drought-hardy landscaping, rainwater harvesting, low-usage plumbing fixtures, 

and cooling tower water recycling. The project has been recognized with a 2010 TSA 

Design Award, as well as awards from AIA Houston and AIA Austin.

R E S O U R C E S  FENCES, GATES, HARDWARE: Ameristar Fence Products (Anchor Group); LANDSCAPING: Mata-Turf (Pam-

pered Lawns); CONCRETE MATERIALS: Southern Star Concrete; PARKING GARAGE PRECAST STRUCTURAL CONCRETE: East 

Texas Precast; UNIT MASONRY WALL ASSEMBLIES: Featherlite Building Products (Camarata Masonry Systems); 

DIMENSION STONE CLADDING: Camarata Masonry Systems; STRUCTURAL STEEL JOISTS, STEEL DECK: Berger Iron Works; 

METAL STAIRS: Sharon Stairs (Berger Iron Works); ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: CRC Mastercraft; SOLID POLYMER 

FABRICATIONS: DuPont Corian (CRC Mastercraft); ROOF AND WALL PANELS: Universal Sheet Metal; WATERPROOFING: 

Henry; BUILDING INSULATION: Owens Corning; MEMBRANE ROOFING: GAF Everguard; METAL DOORS: Ceco Doors; WOOD 

DOORS: VT Industries; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: United States Aluminum (Haley-Greer); GLASS AND GLAZED 

CURTAINWALL: Viracon (Haley-Greer); GYPSUM BOARD: ClarkWestern; TILE: DalTile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong; 

PAINTS: Pittsburgh Paints; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Moderco; ACCESS FLOORING: Tate Access Flooring (McCoy Floor 

Covering); BLINDS: Bali (Capitol Blind and Drapery); ELEVATORS: ThyssenKrupp
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http://www.featherlitetexas.com
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Jesse Hager is a designer at Content in Houston.
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Energy-Efficient Envelope
The new GSA building’s “second skin” of nearly opaque glass is held in place by a 
lightweight metal frame affixed to the concrete walls. Placed away from the thermal 
wall of the building, the glass skin provides substantial shading from direct heat 
gain. The result is a cooled microclimate created in the space between the two 
exterior layers, which reduces the load requirements for air conditioning systems. 
Apertures in the glass skin, sized somewhat smaller than the windows, reduce 
glare within the work spaces while also affording interior daylighting and views to 
the outdoors. 

In addition, the concrete walls are sheathed in aluminum shingles that reflect 
sunlight. The combination of reflectivity and the high thermal mass of the concrete 
works to stabilize temperatures inside the building. The aluminum surface is fully 
revealed on the north side where varied window patterns animate the facade and 
respond to specific lighting requirements for interior functions. 



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T 7 / 8  2 0 1 048



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T7 / 8  2 0 1 0 49

b y  S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

Though ravaged by periodic hurricanes and economic 
doldrums for over a century, much of Galveston’s mag-
nificent architecture survives. The island city’s glory days, 
the three decades that preceded the devastating storm 
of 1900, are recalled in its richly detailed commercial 
edifices and stately Victorian-era homes. More than a 
collection of fine individual buildings, Galveston in the late 
nineteenth century comprised a tightly knit network of 
residential districts within walking distance of workplaces, 
cultural institutions, and public amenities.

P R O J E C T  Coastal Living Ideas House, Galveston

C L I E N T  Beachtown Galveston

A R C H I T E C T  Michael G. Imber, Architect 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Michael Imber, FAIA; Brandan Moss  

C O N T R A C T O R  American Villas

C O N S U L T A N T S  Beachtown Galveston Corp. (project management); Susan B 

Bozeman Designs (interiors); Aran & Franklin Engineering (structural)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Coastal Living
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Stephen Sharpe is the editor of Texas Architect.
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The Coastal Living Idea House was completed in mid-2008 just before Hurricane Ike’s 

eye passed over Beachtown that September, devastating parts of Galveston Island and 

nearby communities. Beachtown emerged from the storm surge relatively unscathed, 

which the developer contributes to the high quality of construction and materials used. 

The Idea House, designed by the San Antonio firm Michael G. Imber, Architects, exem-

plifies the historical character that influences all the buildings at the New Urbanism 

enclave. Architects devising plans for Beachtown must resolve a significant design 

problem: how to create a welcoming entry that allows occupants and their guests to 

ascend from ground level to the first occupied floor, a height of 20 feet above grade 

(24 feet above sea level).

R E S O U R C E S  BUILDING MATERIALS: Galveston Wholesale; PAVERS: Belgard; CONCRETE COLUMNS: Coastal Columns; 

HOLLOW CORE CONCRETE FLOORING: Gate Concrete Products; LUMBER: Ideal Lumber; EXTERIOR MOLDINGS: Hayes 

Carpentry; EXTERIOR TRIM: MTZ Construction; INTERIOR TRIM CABINETRY: CCm Custom Cabinets & Wood Interiors; 

CUSTOM MOLDING: The Detering Co.; DECKING, TRIM & MOLDING: AZEK Building Products; EXTERIOR INSULATION: Energy 

Guard Foam Insulators; SIDING: James Hardie; METAL ROOFING: MBCI (Brinkmann Roofing Co.); WOOD DOORS AND 

WINDOWS: JELD-WEN (Grogan Building Supply); GARAGE DOORS: Overhead Door Co. of Houston; GLASS: MI Glass; 

TILE: Chico Tile; WOOD FLOORING: Total Floors; PAINTS: Valspar; FAUCETS: Kohler; DOORKNOBS: Schlage; COUNTERTOPS: 

Silestone of Houston; OUTDOOR CABANA: AAA Awnings; KITCHEN CABINETS: KraftMaid (Design by Dimension); 

LIGHTING: Bevolo Gas & Electric Lights; LANDSCAPE LIGHTING: Outdoor Lighting Perspectives of Houston; BLINDS, 

SHUTTERS: Hunter Douglas (Creative Blinds); WOOD PATIO FURNITURE: Agio; CUSHION FABRIC: Sunbrella; LIGHTNING 

PROTECTION: Bonded Lightning Protection; AV: Audio Video Rescue; AV WALL BRACKETS: Chief Mfg.; SECURITY 

CAMERAS: HomeWATCH Security Cameras/American Industrial Cameras; ELEVATOR: Waupaca Elevator Co.; 

CUSTOM WOODEN RETURN AIR GRILLES: Worth Home Products

New Urbanist Outpost
In 1993, developer Tofigh Shirazi bought the land where he 
would eventually build Beachtown. A self-professed “super-
modernist kind of guy,” the Iranian-cum-Texan brought Andres 
Duany to the site four years later. Duany, one of the founders of 
the New Urbanism movement and a principal of Miami-based 
Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company, was then commissioned to 
master plan a 260-acre mixed-use community. His scheme 
comprises several “villages” featuring pedestrian-friendly 
streets, protected wetlands, and slender lots to encourage 
densely packed rows of residences separated from the beach 
by a strip of grass-covered dunes. 

Similar to Seaside, Duany’s master-planned development in 
Florida, the architectural character of Beachtown is rigidly 
prescribed to capture the flavor of historic Galveston and land-
owners wanting to build a house must submit plans for approval. 
Shirazi even produced a limited-edition 182-page pattern book 
that illustrates the range of aesthetic options available to potential 
designers. As a result, all the buildings exhibit decorative ele-
ments that are intended to evoke the region’s late-nineteenth-
century heritage.

http://www.belgard.biz
http://www.bondedlp.com
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b y  M A R K  O B E R H O L Z E R ,  A I A

Distant views of central Austin have a way of appearing 
suddenly as a result of Austin’s perch on the edge of 
the Hill Country. Until recently, downtown’s most visible 
landmark has been the icily geometric Frost Bank Tower, 
built in 2004 and reaching 515 feet high, offering a coun-
terpoint to the occasional warm glow of the University of 
Texas Tower to the north of downtown and the Victorian 
dome of the Texas State Capitol.

P R O J E C T  The Austonian, Austin

C L I E N T  Second Congress, Ltd.

A R C H I T E C T  Ziegler Cooper Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  R. Scott Ziegler, AIA; Kurt Hull, AIA; Charles Middlebrooks, 

AIA; Fani Qano; Chris Petrash, AIA; Rafael Feinstein

C O N T R A C T O R  Balfour Beatty Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Clayton Levy Little Architects (historic architect); AKA Con-

sulting Services (owner rep); Gary Lee Partners (interiors); Axiom Engineers 

(civil); CHPA Consulting Engineers (MEP); CBM Engineers (structural); TBG 

Partners (landscape); Fugro Consultants (geotechnical); BOS Lighting 

Design (lighting); CDC Curtain Wall Design & Consulting (curtain wall)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  McConnell Photography
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Located along Congress Avenue in downtown Austin, the tower portion of the Austonian 

is set back from the street frontage to protect view corridors to the State Capitol. 

That also allows more light and open space throughout the urban core, avoiding the 

canyon-like effect of older, denser cities such as New York City. Designed by Ziegler 

Cooper Architects for a Spanish developer, the Austonian features a smaller floorplate 

than other new residential buildings in Austin. In fact, the building contains no more 

than six units on any of its floors. The elliptical tower rises above the 10-story podium, 

which is topped with a pool and other amenities for residents.

R E S O U R C E S  FENCES, GATES AND HARDWARE: Hansen Architectural Systems; GARDEN ROOF: American Hydrotech; 

PLANTING ACCESSORIES: Permalock; LANDSCAPE CONTAINERS: Kornegay Design; CONCRETE MATERIALS: Capform; PRECAST 

ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Coreslab Structures; MASONRY UNITS: Acme; STONE, LIMESTONE, GRANITE, SLATE: Thorntree 

Slate & Marble; RAILINGS: Hansen Architectural Systems; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: Woodhaus; WATERPROOF-

ING: Tremco, American Hydrotech; BUILDING INSULATION: International Cellulose Corp., Owens Corning; METAL 

ROOFING: D.R. Kidd; METAL DOORS: Security Metal Products (Performance Door and Hardware); METAL WINDOWS: 

Kawneer (Trainor Glass); KITCHEN AND BATH CABINETS: Scavolini (Euro Design Kitchen and Bath); WINE STORAGE 

ROOMS: Wine Trend; SKY LOUNGE COIL DRAPERY: Cascade Coil Drapery; MISC. STEEL, STRUCTURAL STEEL, ORNAMENTAL 

METALS: Milestone Metals; PANORAMIC VIEWSHED PHOTOGRAPHY: Blimp Photo & Video Services; ALUMINUM GLASS 

SLIDING DOORS: EFCO Corp, a Pella Co. (Texas Fenestration); ENVIRONMENTAL GRAPHIC DESIGN: FMG Design; LIGHTNING 

PROTECTION: Bonded Lightning Protection
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SITE PLAN
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Mark Oberholzer, AIA, is a senior designer with Rhode Partners in Austin.
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Slender Profile 
According to Scott Ziegler, FAIA, the slenderness 
ratio of the building maximizes the possibilities 
of the concrete structure. To go any higher, he 
says, would have required more exotic structural 
strategies common in the world’s tallest buildings, 
such as the Sears Tower or the Burj Dubai. 

In structural terms, the building is designed much 
like two 30-story buildings with one stacked atop the 
other. The bottom half of the tower is stiffened by 
the podium base, while the building’s upper half is 
stiffened by an outrigger floor at level 34—this level’s 
slabs are thickened and full-height web members 
create an ultra-stiff floor that acts like a belt, allow-
ing the upper half of the building to develop lateral 
strength. Though clad completely in curtainwall, there 
are visible nods to the structure: the concrete floor 
slabs have been extended past the glass on the east 
and west sides of the building, suggesting a rib-like 
structure emerging from the cladding.
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P O R T F O L I O :  R E S T A U R A N T S

Designed by Sprinkle & Co. Architects and completed 

in 2008, Silo’s second San Antonio location occupies 

8,900 square feet and two floors within a suburban retail 

development. The owners requested that the architects 

preserve but also refresh the restaurant’s identity. This 

was achieved through the use of new and unexpected 

materials and compositions over familiar design ele-

ments. The tall entry foyer serves as the martini bar on 

the ground level and provides access to the main dining 

area on the second level. A shallow and narrow fountain 

graces the entryway and sets a Zen-like tone, while a 

large, curved rusted steel sculpture separates the circu-

lation from the lower-level lounge areas. Patrons access 

the second floor by way of a copper-clad glass elevator. 

The upstairs dining space focuses on a large, open 

kitchen on one side and a floor-to-ceiling glazing on the 

other. A series of small, private dining rooms feed off the 

main dining space. As an homage to turn-of-the-century 

Parisian cafés, a continuous band of narrow mirrors runs 

above the seating booths giving patrons better sight 

lines in all directions. Decorative lighting accents rich 

surface textures including wood, textiles, copper, rusted 

steel, glass, and stone. A contrast is created between 

the light and airy upstairs formal dining spaces and the 

dark and intimate lounge areas below.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  Silo Elevated Cuisine, San Antonio

C L I E N T  Patrick and Cari Richardson

A R C H I T E C T  Sprinkle & Co. Architects (formerly Sprinkle Robey 

Architects)

D E S I G N  T E A M  Davis Sprinkle, AIA; Travis Lucy; Michelle Hartl; 

Anilu Trevino

C O N T R A C T O R  Malitz Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Beyer Mechanical (mechanical); Beyer Plumbing 

(plumbing); Persyn Engineering (structural); Mission Restaurant 

Supply (kitchen)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Chris Cooper; Paul Hester

R E S O U R C E S  GRANITE: Delta Granite & Marble; BACKLIT BAR COUNTERTOPS: 

Lightblocks; PLASTIC FABRICATIONS: 3Form; WATERPROOFING: Emser Tile & 

Stone; METAL DOORS: Curries Essex (Wesley Thompson Hardware; WOOD 

DOORS: Mohawk (Wesley Thompson Hardware); ACCESS DOORS: Cornell 

(Alamo Door Systems); GLASS: Biela Glass; TILE: Hakatai, American 

Olean; SPECIAL CEILING SURFACES: Maharam Fabric; PAINT: ICI; CARPET 

TILES: Shaw Contract Group (Commercial Surfaces); LAVATORY FAUCETS: 

Hansgrohe Axor; RESTROOM ACCESSORIES: Bradley (DEA Specialties); 

FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Mission Restaurant Supply; WINE ROOM COOLER: 

Breezaire ; BLINDS: MechoShade; ELEVATOR: Schindler; SOUND SYSTEM: 

Muzak ; DIMMING SYSTEM : Lightolier; LIGHTING: Artemide, Lightolier, 

Primus Lighting

Silo

TWO LEVELS
 1 LOBBY
 2 BAR
 3 STAGE
 4 DINING
 5 KITCHEN
 6 PRIVATE ROOM
 7 OPEN BELOW
 8 ELEVATOR
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Sited on a bluff overlooking Austin’s downtown skyline 

and Lady Bird Lake, the Paggi House recently underwent 

renovations that restore the original 1840s structure 

while adding a contemporary twist. Re-imagined by J 

Square Architecture, the 5,523-sf restaurant, which 

once served as an inn and a family home, gained a new 

roof, outdoor bar/dining space, restroom, and office. The 

kitchen and interior dining room were also expanded. 

The major architectural element of the renovation is 

the new covered outdoor bar area with a cast-in-place 

concrete bar. A large butterfly roof structure made of 

concrete, steel, and polycarbonate panels covers this 

area, as well as an original storage room and a portion 

of the new restroom building. Sleek decks and outdoor 

dining areas soften the transition between the nineteenth 

century house and the modern glass-and-steel condos 

that surround the establishment. An elegant and subdued 

interior includes dark-stained oak floors and black, 

unlighted ceilings that provide a contrast with pale 

plaster walls. Two intimate dining rooms flanking each 

side of the entry hall sport ornate original fireplaces, 

black leather chairs, white table linens, black glass 

chandeliers, and large contemporary paintings by Aus-

tin artists Roi James and Shawn R. Camp. To aid in the 

restoration and renovation process, Pfluger Associates 

Architects contributed files and drawings for the 1970s 

restoration of the original structure.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  Paggi House, Austin

C L I E N T  Paggi House

A R C H I T E C T  J Square Architecture

D E S I G N  T E A M  Jay DuPont, AIA; James Shieh; Elaine Andersen

C O N T R A C T O R  CL Carson

C O N S U L T A N T S  Steinman Leuvano Structures (structural); Jerry Garza 

(MEP); Architerra Studio at Evergreen (interior design)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  J Square Architecture; Rebecca Fondren Pho-

tography

R E S O U R C E S  PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: ModernCrete; RAILINGS: 

Southwest Steel Services; ROOF AND WALL PANELS: GE Lexan (Sundance 

Supply); SIDING: James Hardie ; BATHROOM TILE: Architerra Studio at 

Evergreen; FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Mission Restaurant Supply; DESIGN 

SOFTWARE: AutoCad, SketchUp

Paggi House

SITE PLAN
 1 WOOD DECK
 2 DINING AREA
 3 KITCHEN BUILDING
 4 EXISTING ADA CHAIR LIFT AND WALK
 5 NEW RESTROOM BUILDING
 6 EXISTING CISTERN
 7 BAR STORAGE
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August E’s was an established restaurant in need of 

a new location. In 2008, the business moved to an 

existing building one block off historic Main Street in 

Fredericksburg. Designed by Andrew E. Bray of Mustard 

Design, the project injected new life into a 4,900-sf 

structure that previously housed a 1950s automotive 

repair shop and later a furniture warehouse. A limited 

budget dictated creative and cost-effective solutions. 

Departing from tradition, a steel tube screen articulates 

the entry and invites guests to dine on the Texas-

Asian cuisine found beyond. The design uses existing 

building elements including restored entry doors and 

refurbished concrete floors. Simple steel-gray fabric 

awnings and accent lighting highlight the exterior. The 

interior features existing block walls to separate the 

dining and bar/lounge areas from the kitchen. Simple 

partitions in the dining room provide a comfortable yet 

flexible space to accommodate large events and more 

intimate dinners. The exposed structure, accent lighting, 

cast-in-place concrete bar with Brazilian cherry wood 

panels, and white leather chairs give the restaurant a 

warm, modern feel.

N O E L L E  H E I N Z E

P R O J E C T  August E’s, Fredericksburg

C L I E N T  Dawn and Leu Savanh

A R C H I T E C T  Mustard Design

D E S I G N  T E A M  Andrew Bray; Jackie Currie

C O N T R A C T O R  Owner

C O N S U L T A N T S  Richard Eppright (project management); Itz Electric 

(electrical/hvac); McInnish Engineering (energy code compliance)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Green Dog Pictures

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: TXI (Customized Concrete); CONCRETE 

BAR TOP AND TILE: Versatile; CUSTOM ENTRANCE SCREEN: Rode’s Iron & Pipe; 

LUMBER AND GYPSUM BOARD: Dittmar Lumber Company; BAR WOODWORK: 

Quality Hardwoods; METAL AND WOOD DOORS: National Account Doors; 

KITCHEN DOORS: Ellison (National Account Doors); SUSPENDED CEILINGS: 

Armstrong; PAINT: Sherwin Williams, Benjamin Moore ; SIGNAGE AND 

AWNINGS: Chandler Signage; FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT: Ace Mart; LIGHTING: 

Contech, BK Lighting (American Lighting); BATHROOM SINKS: Kohler 

(Ferguson Bath & Kitchen Gallery)

August E’s

SITE PLAN
 1 LOUNGE
 2 BAR
 3 DINING
 4 PRIVATE DINING
 5 SUSHI KITCHEN
 6 KITCHEN
 7 FUTURE PATIO
 8 PARKING
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You can contact the writer at larry@tridot.com.
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Texas

PARTICIPATING 
ASSOCIATIONS

& PUBLICATIONS: AIA El Paso Chihuahuan Desert

2 0 1 0  C O N F I R M E D  S P E A K E R S :
LUCIA ATHENS, Keynote Speaker
Author BUILDING AN EMERALD CITY:A Guide to Creating Green Building Policies and Programs 
Lucia Athens is the former manager of the City of Seattle Green Building Program. She is now a senior
associate and sustainable futures strategist for CollinsWoerman, a Seattle-based planning, architecture,
and interior design Ä rm specializing in innovative and sustainable solutions.   
 
SAM RASHKIN, National Director ENERGY STAR for Homes, U.S. EPA
Sam Rashkin has managed ENERGY STAR for Homes since its start in 1996. Under his leadership, 
ENERGY STAR for Homes has grown exponentially to more than 6,500 builder partners and over 
940,000 labeled homes. He is also introducing a new EPA Indoor Air Quality label for the housing 
industry linked to ENERGY STAR QualiÄ ed Homes and an advanced technology new home program 
called Climate Choice for elite builders.

September 30, 2010 - El Paso, Texas

Sympos ium and Expo  on  Des ign  i n  t h e  Ho t  Ar id-Cl ima t e

www.eco-elpaso.org                                               
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Stephen Sharpe is celebrating his tenth anniversary as the editor of Texas Architect.

Joufoujpobm!
Hspvoejoh
Texas Stadium demolition clears land for redevelopment

b y  S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

The dramatic razing of Texas Stadium, built in 1971 and renowned for its roof opening, 

has cleared a large swath of land in Irving for future development. A major reconfigu-

ration of four highways, nicknamed the Diamond Interchange, is currently underway 

adjacent to the site.
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