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Clean Care Corners

The companies of OldcastleTM Architectural 
Products make up the leading North 
American producer of concrete masonry 
products. With this scale comes an 

unbeatable range of products to choose 
and technical expertise to count on. Add 
our depth and character to any masonry 
project or detail you design.

Jewell Concrete
An Oldcastle® Company

800.792.3216   www.JewellConcrete.com

Two contrasting medical clinics, one versatile over-
size JewellStone family for clean-cut individuality

Keystone® Retaining Wall Systems of power and imaginationmonumental size JewellStonearchitectural masonry Quik-Brik® structural veneers durable Belgard® pavers

Londonderry Centre, Waco
The Wallace Group, Inc., Architecture, Waco
Pearson Construction Inc., Waco
Farmer Masonry, Inc., Waco 

JewellStone 
24“ x 24“ Chamfered
White Limestone

Diabetes & Endocrine, 
Allergy & Asthma Centers. Waco

The Wallace Group, Inc., 
Architecture, Waco

CMCT Ltd. Construction 
Management, Waco

Farmer Masonry, Inc., Waco 

JewellStone 
24“ x 24“ Chamfered

White Limestone
Dark Brown
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Intexture Architects
M A R K  S C H A T Z ,  A I A

F IR S T  S T EP T O  A  NE W CA MPU S 
FKP Architects in association 
with John Lee, FAIA 
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Rehler Vaughn & Koone Inc.
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with Hughes Group Architects
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Marvin Windows and Doors received the highest 
numerical score in the proprietary J.D. Power and 
Associates 2007 Builder and Remodeler Residential 
Window and Patio Door Satisfaction Study.SM 
Study based on responses from 2,677 builders 
and remodelers measuring 12 manufacturers. 
Proprietary study results are based on experiences 
and perceptions of builders and remodelers 
surveyed in May through July 2007. 
Your experiences may 
vary. Learn more at 
jdpower.com.

Your source for Marvin Windows in Texas.  

Visit www.bmcwest.com.

MARVIN Awarded “Highest in Builder and  
Remodeler Satisfaction Among Residential  
Window and Patio Door Manufacturers.”*

* Second consecutive year that Marvin Windows and Doors has received the highest ranking in a J.D. Power and Associates study.
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Austin
MWPC

1214 W. 6th Street, Suite 102   Austin 78703
512-472-0955

Corpus Christi
800-698-6618   361-814-7000

Dallas/Coppell
425 Airline Drive, Suite 200   Coppell 75019

800-888-3667   972-304-1200

Fort Worth
4455 Camp Bowie Rd., #110  Fort Worth 76107

800-955-9667   817-737-8877

Fredericksburg
603 FM 2093, Suite 1103

Tivydale Business Park   Fredericksburg 78624
830-990-5717

Houston
MWPC Lone Star

16002 Tomball Pkwy.   Houston 77086
800-934-3502   281-440-9090

Longview
1747 W. Loop 281   Longview 75604

800-288-3667   903-759-9675

Lubbock
5920 66th Street   Lubbock 79424

806-745-3363

McAllen   Brownsville   Laredo 
Fredericksburg   Kerrville

800-698-6618

San Antonio
814 Arion Pkwy., #109   San Antonio 78216

800-698-6618   210-494-8889

Flagstaff
928-226-0699

Phoenix
4346 E. Elwood, #102  Phoenix, Arizona 85040

800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Tucson
800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Shreveport
318-869-4220

For more information, please 
visit one of the centers listed below.
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The 6ft Fire Ribbon
Winner of Interior Design’s Best Architectural Product 2007.
Visit us at AIA Boston, May 15-17,  ICFF New York, May 17-20
& dwell ON DESIGN 08 LA, June 7-8 
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Austin/San Antonio Rail Transit Good News
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 Charles E. Burgess, FAIA

Houston

Dance Halls Are Texas Treasures
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Libby Buuck, President of Preservation Texas
Bedford
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McNay Expansion Opens in June
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(top) The new Stieren 

Center connects with 

the original mansion on 

the 36-acre grounds of 

the McNay Art Museum. 

(lef t) Shaded by deep 

overhangs, the glass 

curtain wall along the 

south elevation opens 

to a contoured sculpture 

garden.SI
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b ston

Trinity Center, Austin
Architect: RKP Architects, Austin   
General Contractor: Larry J. Nelson Co., Austin   
Masonry Contractor: Looking Good Masonry, Austin

The Capitol view corridor and a 
tight site severely limited the scale 
of this office building and drove a 
conservative budget. In the shadow 
of the Capitol, however, we still 
wanted a granite-like finish. 
Only 16x24 Featherlite Terrazzo 
Burnished Masonry Units gave us 
that look and scale cost-effectively. 
We just smile now when people 
compliment the ‘granite’ walls.”

— Ed Reh, AIA, Austin

“

“

Discerning architects select stately Featherlite Burnished 
Masonry Units to solve daunting building challenges. The rich 
granular Burnished matrix of limestone and expanded shale 
endures against the elements, yet installs for forty to fifty percent 
less than granite. Timeless architectural beauty meets timely 
construction value in one “blue sky” building stone achievement.

A stone as monumental as granite, at half the cost

www.brick.com 
1-800-792-1234
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Legorreta Retrospective in San Antonio
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Whether you are an architect seeking a 
high-end metal building system
solution or a contractor needing a

building of unsurpassed quality and value, 
consider our team your team and make your
plans a reality. You’ll be glad you did. You have
our word on it. For more information visit  
www.reddotbuildings.com/ta
or call 1-800-657-2234.

����� #�
$��������&"#��" '������
 %������'���������� !"�������#��' �#���"����%�"�	�	�������(����
������ #�
$��������&"#��"

Better metal buildings. Better metal buildings.

����� #�
$��������&"#��" '������
 %������'���������� !"�������#��' �#���"����%�"�	�	�������(����
������ #�
$��������&"#��"

B U I L D I N G SB U I L D I N G S
�
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Big Spring’s Historic Settles Hotel 
Seen as Future Mixed-Use Project
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L A W R E N C E  C O N N O L L Y ,  A I A

A TA contributing editor, the writer is principal of Connolly 
Architects & Consultants in Austin.

The new owner plans to return the Settles Hotel to its 

former elegance, as shown in the postcard above. When 

first opened in 1930, the 15-story hotel was the tallest 

building between Fort Worth and El Paso.
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Two Texas Communities Picked for SDAT
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tdifevmfe!mbufs!uijt!zfbs!cz!ufbnt!dpnqptfe!pg!
wpmvouffs!bsdijufdut-!vscbo!eftjhofst-!qmbo.
ofst-!boe!puifs!tqfdjbmjtut/!Uif!TEBU!qsphsbn-!
pshboj{fe!cz!uif!BJB!Dfoufs!gps!Dpnnvojujft!
Cz!Eftjho-!xbt!jobvhvsbufe!jo!3116!boe!tjodf!
uifo!ibt!tfmfdufe!bo!boovbm!sptufs!pg!djujft!boe!
upxot!gps!ufbn!wjtjut/!Uijt!zfbs!nbslt!uif!ßstu!
ujnf!b!Ufybt!dpnnvojuz!ibt!cffo!jodmvefe/

Uif!TEBU!qsphsbn!jt!tjnjmbs!up!uif!BJBÖt!
Sfhjpobm0Vscbo!Eftjho!Bttjtubodf! Ufbn!
)S0VEBU*!qsphsbn!uibu!ibt!mpoh!tfswfe!bt!b!
dbubmztu!gps!dpnnvojuz!tfmg.fybnjobujpo!boe!

qmboojoh!pg!npsf!mjwbcmf!qmbdft/!Xijmf!uiftf!uxp!
qsphsbnt!sfnbjo!ejtujodu-!uif!dpoufnqpsbsz!
fnqibtjt!po!fowjsponfoubm!jttvft!b�pset!uif!
TEBU!qsphsbn!bo!jodsfbtjohmz!qspnjofou!qptj.
ujpo!jo!BJB!pvusfbdi!boe!lopxmfehf!hfofsb.
ujpo/!Bddpsejoh!up!Ebwje!Epxofz-!Bttpd/!BJB-!
gpsnfs!nbobhjoh!ejsfdups!pg!uif!BJB!Dfoufs!gps!
Dpnnvojujft!cz!Eftjho-!ÓUif!TEBU!qsphsbn!
\ifmqt^!dpnnvojujft!beesftt!ofjhicpsippe!
sfwjubmj{bujpo-!usbotqpsubujpo!jogsbtusvduvsf!
dibmmfohft-!bt!xfmm!bt!p�fs!tpvoe!tusbufhjft!up!
jnqspwf!bjs!boe!xbufs!rvbmjuz-!boe!mpdbm!fdp.
opnjd!efwfmpqnfou/Ô!

Uif!uxp!Ufybt!dpnnvojujft!sfrvftufe!TEBU!
fyqfsujtf! jo!sftpmwjoh!tqfdjgjd! jttvft/!Gpsu!
XpsuiÖt!tqfdjßfe!bjs!boe!xbufs!rvbmjuz-!hspxui!
nbobhfnfou-!boe!fdpopnjd!sfwjubmj{bujpo/!Mfpo!
Wbmmfz!tqfdjßfe!cvtjoftt!efwfmpqnfou-!ipvtjoh!
uzqf!wbsjfuz-!boe!usbotqpsubujpo!gbdjmjujft/!ÓJu!
xbt!pcwjpvt!uibu!nvdi!ibe!cffo!jowftufe!boe!
uif!tupsjft! jo! uiftf! uxp!dpnnvojujft!xfsf!
dpnqfmmjoh-Ô!tbje!Fsjo!Tjnnpot-!ejsfdups!pg!

uif!Dfoufs!gps!Dpnnvojujft!cz!Eftjho!boe!b!
nfncfs!pg!uif!tfmfdujpo!dpnnjuuff/

Uif!TEBU!qspdftt!cfhjot!xjui!bo!psjfoubujpo!
wjtju!cz!uif!ufbn!mfbefs!xip!xjmm!nffu!xjui!mpdbm!
mfbefst!boe!tublfipmefst-!boe!tpmjdju!sftfbsdi!
ofdfttbsz!gps!qspevdjoh!b!qsfmjnjobsz!sfqpsu/!
Uif!nbjo!fwfou!jt!uif!ufbn!wjtju-!ubljoh!uif!gpsn!
pg!b!gbdjmjubufe!dibssfuuf!mbtujoh!uxp!up!uisff!
ebzt/!Uif!ufbn!bqqmjft!jut!qspcmfn.tffljoh!boe!
qspcmfn.tpmwjoh!fyqfsujtf!xjuijo!uif!dpoufyu!pg!
dpnnvojuz!hpbmt-!hfofsbmmz!ps!tqfdjßdbmmz!qvu!
gpsxbse!jo!uif!tvcnjuubm/!Boe!jo!uif!qvstvju!pg!
nfbtvsbcmf!pvudpnf-!uif!qspdftt!sfbdift!jut!
dpodmvtjpo!uispvhi!b!nffujoh!up!ejtdvtt!uif!
ufbnÖt!ßobm!sfqpsu/!Uif!ufbn!xjmm!gpmmpx!vq!xjui!
b!pof.zfbs!bttfttnfou/!Uif!boujdjqbufe!sftvmu!
pg!uif!dibssfuuf!jt!b!tusbufhjd!qmbo!gps!cvjmejoh!
b!dpnnvojuz!npsf!jo!ibsnpoz!xjui!uif!mpdbm!
boe!hmpcbm!fowjsponfou/

J E F F  P O T T E R ,  A I A

The writer is the principal of Jeff Potter Architects in Dallas.

‘Horizons’ Program Introduces Girls 
To Future Professional Opportunities

D A L L A S !Gps!uif!qbtu!fjhiu!zfbst-!BJB!EbmmbtÖ!
Xpnfo! jo!Bsdijufduvsf!ibt!sfbdife!pvu! up!
hjsmt!jo!fmfnfoubsz!boe!njeemf.tdippm!hsbeft!
uispvhi!b!obujpobm!qsphsbn!dbmmfe!Fyqboejoh!
Zpvs!Ipsj{pot/!Uif!qsphsbn!fodpvsbhft!hjsmt!
up!dpoujovf!uifjs!tuvejft!jo!nbui!boe!tdjfodf!cz!
jouspevdjoh!uifn!up!joufsftujoh!dbsffs!pqujpot!
jo!ufdiojdbm!tvckfdut/!Uif!tuvefout!qbsujdjqbuf!
jo!iboet.po!xpsltipqt!pg!gvo!bdujwjujft!bttp.
djbufe!xjui!wbsjpvt!dbsffs!ßfmet!tvdi!bt!bsdij.
ufduvsf-!gpsfotjd!bsu-!boe!fmfduspojdt-!bnpoh!
puifst/!Uijt!zfbsÖt!fwfou!buusbdufe!b!upubm!pg!89!
hjsmt!)uisff!gspn!ßgui!hsbef-!36!tjyui!hsbefst-!
43!tfwfoui!hsbefst-!28!fjhiui!hsbefst-!boe!pof!
ojoui!hsbefs*/

Xpnfo!xpsljoh!jo!uiptf!ßfmet!hjwf!qsftfo.
ubujpot!boe!mfbe!xpsltipqt!uibu!bsf!eftjhofe!up!
buusbdu!b!xjef!sbohf!pg!qbsujdjqbout-!opu!kvtu!hjsmt!
xip!bmsfbez!ßoe!nbui!boe!tdjfodf!bqqfbmjoh/!
Gps!uif!bsdijufduvsf!qpsujpo!pg!uif!fwfou-!uif!
qsftfoufst!tqplf!bcpvu!uifjs!xpsl!fowjspo.
nfou!boe!uif!sbohf!pg!pqujpot!bwbjmbcmf!jo!uifjs!
bsdijufduvsbm!qspgfttjpo/!

Xpnfo!jo!Bsdijufduvsf!pg!Ebmmbt!dpoevdufe!
jut!ßstu!Fyqboejoh!Zpvs!Ipsj{pot!qsphsbn!jo!
Gfcsvbsz!3111!xjui!qsftfoubujpot!cz!Nfmjoeb!
Qptt-!BJB-!boe!Dbspmzo!Ipxbse/!Uijt!zfbsÖt!

Xpnfo!jo!Bsdijufduvsf!jowpmwfnfou-!gbdjmjubufe!
cz!Qfooz!Cbmm-!xbt!qsftfoufe!cz!uisff!xpnfo!
gspn!ej�fsfou!bsfbt!pg!uif!bsdijufduvsbm!qspgft.
tjpo;!Mfoojf!Dibncfsmjo!fyqmbjofe!ifs!evujft!
bt!b! gbdjmjujft!eftjho!tqfdjbmjtu!xjui!Ebmmbt!
Dpvouz!Dpnnvojuz!Dpmmfhf!Ejtusjdu<!Nbsjb!
Dbejmpspt!xjui!Ufssbdpo!ejtdvttfe!jowftujhb.
ujpot!joup!qspqfsuz!dpoejujpot-!bt!xfmm!bt!ifs!
usbwfmt!gps!xpsl<!boe!J!eftdsjcfe!b!uzqjdbm!ebz!
bu!Bsdijqiz-!uif!bsdijufduvsf!ßsn!xifsf!J!xpsl!
boe!xifsf!nz!spvujof!dmjfou!joufsbdujpo!pgufo!
ibt!b!ejsfdu!jnqbdu!po!eftjho!efdjtjpot/

Uijt!zfbs-!uif!xpsltipq!bttjhonfou!dpo.
tjtufe!pg!eftjhojoh!b!tdippm-!b!hznobtjvn-!ps!
b!mjcsbsz-!xjui!b!tjuf!qmbo!qspwjefe!up!tdbmf/!Uif!
tjuf!ibe!b!qbsljoh!mpu!bt!xfmm!bt!spbet!boe!dpo.
upvst/!Uif!qsphsbn!dbmmfe!gps!uif!hjsmt!up!qmbdf!
uif!cvjmejoh!xjuijo!uif!dpotusbjout!pg!uif!tjuf/!
Uif!hjsmt!xfsf!hjwfo!xbmmt-!eppst-!IWBD!sppnt-!
bmpoh!xjui!dvupvut!pg! gvsojuvsf-!sftusppnt-!
usfft-!fud/!Uif!tfttjpot!xfsf!mjlf!njoj!tuvejpt!
xjui!joqvu!gspn!vt!jodmvejoh!ejtdvttjpot!bcpvu!
ipx!up!qmbdf!uif!cvjmejoh!po!tjuf!boe!nbljoh!
f�djfou!mbzpvut!up!sfevdf!dptu/

Bu!ßstu!uif!hjsmt!mpplfe!qv{{mfe!bcpvu!uif!
qspdftt-!cvu!bt!xf!fyqmbjofe!uif!qsphsbn!boe!
xibu!uif!tzncpmt!sfqsftfoufe!uifz!hpu!npsf!
jowpmwfe<!uifz!btlfe!nboz!rvftujpot!bcpvu!uifjs!
mbzpvut!boe!tpnf!xfsf!esbxo!up!tjuf!efwfmpq.
nfou!boe! mboetdbqjoh/!Xf!ejtdvttfe!tpnf!

dpotusvdujpo!efubjmt-!tvdi!bt!ipx!up!dpotusvdu!b!
xbmm!up!lffq!npjtuvsf!pvu!boe!bwpje!npme!bt!xfmm!
bt!opujpot!bcpvu!uif!bsdi/!Uifz!hsbtqfe!uif!ofx!
jogpsnbujpo!wfsz!rvjdlmz!boe!hpu!dpngpsubcmf!
xpsljoh!jo!b!ufbn!fowjsponfou!xijmf!eftjhojoh!
joufsftujoh!wjhofuuft/!!!

Pwfsbmm-!uif!fyqfsjfodf!xbt!wfsz!sfxbsejoh/!
Xf!opujdfe!ipx!uif!hjsmt!cfdbnf!joufsftufe!jo!
uif!eftjho!qspdftt-!boe!xf!ipqf!uif!bdujwjujft!
xjmm! mfbe!uifn!up!mfbso!npsf!ps!fwfo!dipptf!
bsdijufduvsf!bt!uifjs!dbsffst/

M A R G I N E  B I S W A S ,  A I A

Xpnfo!jo!Bsdijufduvsf!pg!Ebmmbt!nffut!uif!uijse!
Xfeoftebz!pg!fbdi!npoui!bu!oppo!bu!uif!BJB!Ebm.
mbt!p�df/!Gps!npsf!jogpsnbujpo!po!Fyqboejoh!Zpvs!
Ipsj{pot-!wjtju!xxx/FZIofu/psh/

Girls from fifth to ninth grades learned about future 

career options, including the architectural profession, 

during the “Expand Your Horizons” program in Dallas.
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H O U S T O N !BJB!Ipvtupo!ipopsfe!27!qspkfdut!
evsjoh!uif!dibqufsÖt!ßguz.tfdpoe!boovbm!Eftjho!
Bxbset!Ejoofs!ifme!po!Nbsdi!38!bu!uif!Sjdf!
Ipufm/!Xjoofst!xfsf!tfmfdufe!gspn!228!fousjft/!

Uif!Eftjho!BxbsetÖ!kvsz!xbt!dpoevdufe!bu!
uif!p�dft!pg!BJB!Tbo!Gsbodjtdp!po!Nbsdi!31/!
Uif!kvsz!nfncfst-!bmm!cbtfe!jo!Tbo!Gsbodjtdp-!
xfsf! Kptivb!Bjemjo-!BJB-!pg!Bjemjo!Ebsmjo!
Eftjho<!Boof!Gpvhfspo-!BJB-!pg!Gpvhfspo!
Bsdijufduvsf<!boe!Fmj{bcfui!Sbojfsj-!BJB-!pg!
Lvui0!Sbojfsj!Bsdijufdut/

Uif!kvsz!diptf!up!bxbse!kvtu!pof!mfwfm!pg!
bxbset!boe!uif!qspkfdut!bsf!b!xjef!dsptt!tfdujpo!
pg!xpsl!gspn!b!252.tr/!gu/!qsftt!cpy!up!bo!vocvjmu!
656-111.tr/!gu/!ijhi!tdippm/!Uif!qspkfdut!bmtp!
sbohfe!gspn!svsbm!boe!svtujd!up!ufdiopmphjdbmmz!
bewbodfe/

Uisff!qspkfdut!xfsf!tfmfdufe!jo!uif!bsdij.
ufduvsf!dbufhpsz;
Spvoe!Qfo-!eftjhofe!cz!Nfubmbc!boe!Kpf!Nbti.
cvso!gps!Mzmf!Mpwfuu!jo!Lmfjo-!ofbs!Ipvtupo-!xbt!
benjsfe!cz!uif!kvsz!gps!uif!mfwfm!pg!cfbvujgvm!cvu!
tjnqmf!efubjm/!Uif!cvjmejoh!vujmj{fe!dpnqvufs.
ovnfsjdbmmz.dpouspmmfe!mbtfs!dvuujoh!boe!ejhjubm!
npefmjoh!up!dsfbuf!b!lju!pg!qbsut!uibu!xbt!cvjmu!
po!tjuf!cz!tljmmfe!dsbgutnbo!xjui!njojnbm!uppmt!
boe!frvjqnfou/
Tu/!Kpio!TdippmÖt!Tdpuuz!Dbwfo!Gjfme!Qsftt!
Cpy-!eftjhofe!cz!nBsdijufdut-!csfblt!gspn!

uif!usbejujpobm!bsdijufduvsf!pg!uif!dbnqvt/!Uif!
252.ofu!trvbsf!gppu!cvjmejoh!jt!fyqsfttjwf!pg!uif!
mpdbm!nbufsjbmt!vtfe!po!uif!qspkfdu/!Uif!pqfsbcmf!
xjoepxt!boe!xsbq.bspvoe!xppe!tdsffo!qspnpuf!
dsptt!wfoujmbujpo-!uifsfgpsf!op!bjs!dpoejujpo.
joh!jt!vtfe/!Uif!kvsz!benjsfe!uif!tjnqmjdjuz!
pg! uijt!qspkfdu-!tubujoh-!ÓPof!mjuumf! jefb!xbt!
fyfdvufe!wfsz!xfmm!up!dsfbuf!b!ojdf!qspkfdu!xjui!
ßof!efubjm/Ô
Sjdf!Vojwfstjuz!Ebub!Dfoufs-!eftjhofe!cz!Dbsmpt!
Kjnfof{!Tuvejp!boe!QHBM-!jt!b!tztufn!pg!ujmu.vq!
dpodsfuf!qbofmt!xjui!bo!fdpopnjdbm!dvtupnj{fe!
sfmjfg!qbuufso/!Uif!qspkfdu!jt!qbjoufe!b!csjhiu!
àvpsftdfou!hsffo!up!fnbobuf!b!hfpnfusjd!upqj.
bsz!xijmf!qspwjejoh!bo!fwfs.dibohjoh!upobmjuz!
pg!dpmps!boe!tibepx/

Jo!uif!sftjefoujbm!dbufhpsz-!uif!kvsz!tfmfdufe!
uisff!qspkfdut;
TLZCPY;!mjwjoh!po!uif!fehf-!eftjhofe!cz!Qfufs!
Kbz![xfjh-! jt!b!ipvtf!gps!b!zpvoh-!ofxmzxfe!
dpvqmf!mjwjoh!jo!Bvtujo/!Uif!tmpqjoh!tjuf!bmmpxfe!
gps!uif!tlzcpy!dpodfqu!up!fnfshf!xjui!bo!vqqfs!
mfwfm-!pqfo.qmbo!mjwjoh!bsfb!up!cf!qptjujpofe!up!
dbquvsf!uif!csff{ft!pwfs!b!27.gppu!dboujmfwfs!boe!
bmmpxjoh!bo!fyusbpsejobsz!wjfx!pg!uif!Bvtujo!
tlzmjof/
3637!Cfmmnfbef-!eftjhofe!cz!Hmbttnbo!Tipf.
nblf!Nbmepobep-!jt!b!nvmuj.hfofsbujpobm!gbnjmz!
dpnqpvoe!po!uif!tjuf!pg!b!dijmeippe!ipnf/!Uif!
dpnqpvoe!dpotjtut!pg!b!ipvtf!gps!hsboenpuifs-!
tpo-!boe!gbnjmz!pg!ßwf-!xjui!b!hvftu!bqbsunfou!

boe!dpnnvobm!hbsefot/!Uif!fofshz.f�djfou!
tqbdft!bsf!ßmmfe!xjui!obuvsbm!mjhiu!cvu!tibefe!
gspn!uif!tvnnfs!tvo!boe!nbufsjbmt!gspn!uif!
psjhjobm!ipvtf!xfsf!sf.vtfe/
Tbmb{bs!Ipvtf-!eftjhofe!cz!Tufso!boe!Cvdfl!
Bsdijufdut-!jt!mpdbufe!jo!b!npeftu!2:51t!tvc.
ejwjtjpo!tpvui!pg!uif!Vojwfstjuz!pg!Ipvtupo/!
Uif!uxp.cfesppn-!3-411.trvbsf!gppu!ipvtf!
jt! uif!ofjhicpsippeÖt!gjstu!ofx!exfmmjoh!jo!
ofbsmz!26!zfbst/!Pshboj{fe!bspvoe!b!mboetdbqfe!
dpvsuzbse-! uif!ipvtf!jt!eftjhofe!xjui!xjef!
pwfsibohjoh!fbwft-!pqfsbcmf!xjoepxt-!boe!pof.
sppn.effq!tqbdft!up!bje!jo!obuvsbm!wfoujmbujpo/

Uif!kvsz!tfmfdufe!uif!gpmmpxjoh!uisff!qspkfdut!
jo!uif!joufsjpst!dbufhpsz;
Opsuitipsf!Efoubm-!eftjhofe!cz!Lbsfo!Mbou{!
pg!Foufs!Bsdijufduvsf-!sftvmufe!gspn!uif!dmj.
fouÖt!eftjsf!gps!b!dvuujoh.fehf!efoujtu!p�df!bu!
Fwbotupo!Dpvsu/!Uif!tjuf!eftjho!jodmveft!bo!
beejujpobm!nfejdbm!mfbtf!tqbdf-!xjui!cvjmejoht!
tvsspvoejoh!bo!pvuepps!dpvsuzbse!dpoubjojoh!
b!dfousbm!hbsefo!uibu!qspwjeft!b!gpdbm!qpjou!gspn!
uif!joufsjps!tqbdft/!Uif!qspkfdu!gfbuvsft!evsbcmf!
nbufsjbmt!gspn!mpdbm!tpvsdft/!
Tvtnbo!Hpegsfz-!eftjhofe!cz!Hfotmfs-!bsf!
p�dft!gps!b!mbx!ßsn!xiptf!qsjodjqbmt!xboufe!
up!nblf!nvdi!offefe!jnqspwfnfout!up!uifjs!
fyjtujoh!tqbdf!xijmf!dsfbujoh!b!vojrvf!bssjwbm!
tfrvfodf!up!qspkfdu!b!qsphsfttjwf!jnbhf/!Hfo.

Continued on page 18
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tmfs!beefe!ofx!hmbtt!fmfnfout!up!fyufoe!uif!
psjhjobm!uifnf-!vtjoh!MFE!mjhiujoh!up!bddfou!
uif!xbmmt!xjui!dpmps/
Tdimvncfshfs!Mjnjufe!Ifbervbsufst-!cz!
Qmboojoh!Eftjho!Sftfbsdi!Dpsqpsbujpo-! jt!
eftjhofe!gps!cpui!qfpqmf!boe!nvtfvn.rvbmjuz!
bsu/!Uif!nbojqvmbujpo!pg!tjnqmf!hfpnfusjft!jt!
dpncjofe!xjui!uif!cpme!vtf!pg!mjhiu-!ufyuvsft-!
boe!sizuint/!Uif!fowjsponfoubmmz!ÓhsffoÔ!
tqbdf!jt!xbsn-!fmfhbou-!boe!jowjujoh!xjuipvu!
mppljoh!sfdzdmfe/!Uif!kvsz!bqqmbvefe!uif!qspk.
fduÖt!sbujpobm!qmbo!boe!jut!mjhiujoh!eftjho-!hjwjoh!
dsfeju!up!uif!bsdijufdu!gps!vtjoh!sftusbjou!boe!
bmmpxjoh!uif!bsu!dpmmfdujpo!up!tuboe!pvu/!ÓUijt!
jt!b!wfsz!tpqijtujdbufe!joufsjps-Ô!uif!kvsz!dpn.
nfoufe-!beejoh!ÓXfmm!epof"Ô

Jo!uif!sftupsbujpo!boe!sfopwbujpo!dbufhpsz-!
uif!kvsz!bxbsefe!uif!gpmmpxjoh!gpvs!qspkfdut;
Xibsupo!Dpvouz!Dpvsuipvtf!cz!Cbjmfz!Bsdij.
ufdut!ibt!cffo!opufe!cz!uif!Ufybt!Ijtupsjdbm!
Dpnnjttjpo!bt!uif!Ónptu!dpnqmfyÔ!sftupsbujpo!
dpnqmfufe!jo!uif!Ufybt!Ijtupsjd!Dpvsuipvtf!
Qsftfswbujpo!Qsphsbn/!Uif!xpsl!pg!Cbjmfz!
Bsdijufdut!xbt!sfnbslbcmf!hjwfo!uif!dibohft!
uibu!ibqqfofe!up!uif!dpvsuipvtf!pwfs!ujnf-!
jodmvejoh!uif!bqqmjdbujpo!pg!zfmmpx!tuvddp!pwfs!
uif!csjdl!boe!mjnftupof-!boe!npejßdbujpot!tvdi!
bt!b!àbu!sppg!boe!espqqfe!dfjmjoht/!
Cvsefuuf!Lffmboe!Eftjho!Fyqmpsbujpo!Dfoufs!
cz!HCB!Bsdijufduvsf-!sfibcjmjubuft!b!tuffm-!xppe-!

boe!nfubm.dmbe!tusvduvsf!psjhjobmmz!dpotusvdufe!
evsjoh!Xpsme!Xbs!JJ!boe!npwfe!jo!2:58!up!jut!
dvssfou!mpdbujpo!bu!uif!Vojwfstjuz!pg!Ipvtupo!
gps!vtf!bt!bo!bsdijufduvsbm!eftjho!tuvejp/!HCB!
Bsdijufduvsf!eftjhofe!uif!bsujdvmbufe!bttfn.
cmbhf!pg!nbufsjbmt!boe!tztufnt-!jodmvejoh!b!djt.
ufso!gps!sbjoxbufs!dpmmfdujpo-!b!tmpqfe!hsffo!sppg-!
boe!bcvoebou!hmb{joh!gps!nbyjnvn!ebzmjhiu/!
Tpvuifso!Qbdjgjd!Qbttfohfs!Sbjm!Efqpu!cz!
Tufso!boe!Cvdfl!Bsdijufdut!beesfttfe!dibohft!
nbef!pwfs!ujnf!up!uif!Xibsupo!efqpu/!Mjtufe!po!
uif!Obujpobm!Sfhjtufs!pg!Ijtupsjd!Cvjmejoht-!uif!
fyufsjps!boe!joufsjps!xbt!sfopwbufe!up!ipvtf!uif!
Dpmpsbep!Wbmmfz!Usbotju!Bvuipsjuz-!uif!mpdbm!cvt!
tfswjdf-!boe!b!usbjo!nvtfvn/
Nvtfp!Bmbnfeb!Tnjuitpojbo!cz!Kbdltpo!'!
Szbo!Bsdijufdut!jowpmwfe!b!sfopwbujpo!boe!bo!
beejujpo!uibu!ofbsmz!epvcmfe!uif!tj{f!pg!b!cvjme.
joh!jo!Tbo!BoupojpÖt!Fm!Nfsdbep!foufsubjonfou!
dpnqmfy/!Uif!tubjomftt!tuffm!tdsffo!gb�bef-!pof!
pg!uif!qspkfduÖt!nptu!qspnjofou!eftjho!gfbuvsft-!
sfdbmmt!uif!gpml!bsu!pg!qvodife!nfubm!dsbguxpsl!
lopxo!bt!ipkbmbub/!

Jo!uif!Ópo!uif!cpbsetÔ!dbufhpsz-! uif!kvsz!
tfmfdufe!uif!gpmmpxjoh!uisff!qspkfdut;
Bscps!Tdippm-! eftjhofe!cz!Qpxfst!Cspxo!
Bsdijufduvsf-!jt!qmboofe!bt!b!gbdjmjuz!gps!dijm.
esfo!tv�fsjoh!gspn!tfwfsf!nbmbejft!sbohjoh!
gspn!bvujtn!up!upubm!npcjmjuz!jnqbjsnfou/!Uif!
gbdjmjuz!jowpmwft!dsptt.ejtdjqmjobsz!qbsujdjqb.
ujpo!xjui!qiztjdbm!uifsbqz-!pddvqbujpobm!uifsbqz-!

tqffdi!uifsbqz-!boe!qtzdipmphjdbm!tfswjdft!
bwbjmbcmf!po!dbnqvt/!Uif! mbzpvu!dpoubjot!b!
hbsefo!xbmm!uibu!tujnvmbuft!uif!ßwf!tfotft/!
Ifsjubhf!Qmb{b!Qbsljoh!Hbsbhf!boe!Uvoofm-!
Tdifnf!Pof-!eftjhofe!cz!Npssjt!Bsdijufdut!boe!
qmboofe!gps!b!qspnjofou!mpdbujpo!jo!Ipvtupo-!
tuvejft!b!qpttjcmf!fowfmpqf!gps!b!qbsljoh!hbsbhf/!
Uif!dpodfqu!uibu!efwfmpqfe!jt!bo!fdpopnjdbm!boe!
bojnbufe!hbsbhf!tvsgbdf!vtjoh!b!tjohmf!npevmf!
uispvhi!wbsjbodf!boe!sfqfujujpo/
Lbuz!Joefqfoefou!Tdippm!Ejtusjdu!Ijhi!Tdippm-!
eftjhofe!cz!Qpxfst!Cspxo!Bsdijufduvsf-! jt!
fowjtjpofe!up!cf!b!wfsujdbm!dbnqvt!xjui!qsphsbn!
fmfnfout!fyqsfttfe!jo!qpet!xifsf!tuvefout!xjmm!
fyqfsjfodf!b!tpdjbm!njyjoh!mbc/!Qpxfst!Cspxo!
Bsdijufduvsf!efwfmpqfe!uif!tdippm!bt!b!dsptt!
cfuxffo!ijhi!tdippm!boe!dpmmfhf/

K I M B E R L Y  H I C K S O N ,  A I A

The writer chaired AIA Houston’s design awards committee.

Continued from page 16
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uibu!dpoubjot!uif!tffet!pg!jefbt!gps!uif!qspkfdu/!
Uif!dbuifesbm!jt!dspxofe!cz!74!epnft!uibu!qsp.
wjef!mjhiu!boe!wfoujmbujpo-!xjui!uif!ijhiftu!epnf!
mpdbufe!pwfs!uif!xpstijqqfst!up!fnqibtj{f!uif!
jnqpsubodf!pg!uif!dpohsfhbujpo/!Uif!nvmujqmf!
epnft!sfdbmm!Tqbojti!dpmpojbm!cvjmejoht-!tvdi!
bt!uif!Dbqjmmb!Sfbm!jo!Dipmvmb-!Qvfcmb-!uibu!jo!
uvso!sfdbmm!uif!Nppsjti!nptrvft!bu!Dpsepcb-!
Tqbjo/!!!

Bnpoh!MfhpssfubÖt!nptu!opufe!xpslt! jo!
Ufybt-!uif!Tbo!Boupojp!Dfousbm!Mjcsbsz!tfswfe!
bt!bo!jnqfuvt!gps!uif!Cmvf!Tubs!fyijcjujpo/!Uif!
cvjmejoh-!dpnqmfufe!jo!2::6-!usbotgpsnfe!uif!
opsuifso!fehf!pg!epxoupxo!Tbo!Boupojp!boe!ibt!
cffo!fncsbdfe!cz!uif!hfofsbm!qvcmjd/!Uif!xbmm.
epnjobou!bsdijufduvsf!jt!tbuvsbufe!xjui!dpmps-!
boe!fyqfsjfodfe!jo!b!dbsfgvmmz!dipsfphsbqife!
tfrvfodf!pg!npwfnfou!uispvhi!uif!cvjmejoh!
pshboj{fe!bspvoe!b!mjhiu.ßmmfe!joufsjps!dpvsu/!

Pof!pg!uif!nptu!sfdfou!qspkfdut!ejtqmbzfe!
jo!uif!fyijcjujpo-!uif!Dbnjop!Sfbm!Ipufm!jo!
Npoufssfz-!Ovfwp!Mf�o-!xbt!dpnqmfufe! jo!
3118/!Uif!nvmuj.tupsz!upxfs!cmpdl!jt!pshboj{fe!
bspvoe!b!wfsujdbm!joepps!dpvsuzbse!uibu!jt!ßmmfe!
xjui!mjhiu-!uif!wfsujdbm!boe!ipsj{poubm!npwf.
nfou!uipvhi!uif!cvjmejoh-!boe!b!ovncfs!pg!uif!
sftubvsbout!boe!puifs!qvcmjd!tqbdft!xjui!bddfou!
dpmpst!uibu!sfdbmm!mpdbm!wfsobdvmbs!bsdijufduvsf/!
Pof!pg!uif!nptu!tusjljoh!btqfdut!jt!b!nf{{bojof!
sftubvsbou!uibu!dpoubjot!b!xbml.jo!xjof!dppmfs!
uibu!jt!b!ejtdsfuf!fodmptvsf!jo!xijdi!pof!nbz!
bmtp!ejof/!Bo!pvuepps!txjnnjoh!qppm!po!bo!
vqqfs!àpps!jt!fodmptfe!cz!xbmmt!boe!!jt!b!tubuj.
dbmmz!dbmnjoh!tqbdf!ibmg!tibefe!cz!b!uijdl!usfmmjt!
boe!ibmg!pqfo!up!uif!tlz/!

Wjfxfe!dpmmfdujwfmz!bu!uif!Cmvf!Tubs-!uif!xpslt!
dpowfzfe!uif!pwfsbmm!jnqsfttjpo!uibu!Mfhpssfub!
jt!b!qspmjßd-!ibse.xpsljoh!bsdijufdu!wfsz!nvdi!
jowpmwfe!jo!uif!efwfmpqnfou!pg!fbdi!qspkfdu!
jodmvejoh!efubjmt!tvdi!bt!mjhiujoh!boe!txjudi.
joh!pg!fmfdusjdbm!pvumfut!boe!joufhsbujoh!gvsoj.
uvsf!jo!fbdi!sppn/!Uif!fyijcjujpo!xbt!bmtp!bo!
bqqspqsjbuf!bdlopxmfehfnfou!pg!b!sfnbslbcmz!
qspevdujwf!dbsffs-!boe!uif!wjfxfs!xbt!mfgu!xjui!b!
tfotf!pg!boujdjqbujpo!pg!xibu!Mfhpssfub!xjmm!ofyu!
qspevdf!xjui!ijt!tpo!boe!qbsuofs-!Wjdups!Mfhps.
sfub-!boe!uifjs!ßsnÖt!dbqbcmf!qspkfdu!ufbn/

E D W A R D  R .  B U R I A N

The writer is an architect and associate professor at the UTSA 
Department of Architecture. He wrote and edited Modernity and 
the Architecture of Mexico (University of Texas Press, 1997). 
His forthcoming book explores the undervalued architecture of 
Northern Mexico from 1821 to the present day. 

Continued from page 11
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boe!mboufsot!nbef!jo!Tbo!Boupojp/!Gpvs!zfbst!
bgufs!ifs!efbui!jo!2:61-!uif!NdObz!pqfofe!bt!
uif!ßstu!nvtfvn!pg!npefso!bsu!jo!Ufybt/!Upebz!
uif!nvtfvn!ipvtft!bo!jnqsfttjwf!dpmmfdujpo!pg!
xpslt!cz!31ui.dfouvsz!nbtufst-!jodmvejoh!Qbvm!
Hbvhvjo-!Wjodfou!wbo!Hphi-!Qjfssf.Bvhvtuf!
Sfopjs-!Fexbse!Ipqqfs-!Kbdltpo!Qpmmpdl-!Hfps.
hjb!PÖLff�f-!boe!Qbcmp!Qjdbttp/

Uif!nvtfvnÖt!qfsnbofou! dpmmfdujpo! jt!
tp!fyufotjwf!uibu!tqbdf!mjnjubujpot!ibwf!mpoh!
sftusjdufe!nboz!pg!uif!xpslt!gspn!cfjoh!ejt.
qmbzfe!bu!uif!tbnf!ujnf/!Uif!mfbefstijq!pg!uif!
NdObz!nfuipejdbmmz!tfu!pvu!jo!uif!2::1t!up!nblf!
jnqspwfnfout-!ßstu!xjui!b!%8/7.njmmjpo!sftup.
sbujpo!boe!sfopwbujpo!pg!uif!nbotjpo!uibu!xbt!
dpnqmfufe!jo!3112/!Uifo!b!dpoufoujpvt!efdjtjpo!
xbt!nbef!up!sb{f!uif!Tbo!Boupojp!Bsu!Jotujuvuf-!
b!58-111.tg!qptunpefso!cvjmejoh!eftjhofe!cz!
Nppsf!Svcmf!Zvefmm!boe!cvjmu!jo!uif!2:99!po!
uif!NdObz!hspvoet!bekbdfou!up!uif!nbotjpo/!
Jut!efnpmjujpo!jo!3114!gsffe!vq!uif!mboe!gps!
dpotusvdujpo!pg!uif!Tujfsfo!Dfoufs-!boe!mbufs!uibu!
tbnf!zfbs!uif!NdObz!boopvodfe!uif!tfmfdujpo!
pg!Kfbo.Qbvm!Wjhvjfs!bt!eftjho!bsdijufdu!gps!uif!
fyqbotjpo/!Bmtp!dpnqfujoh!gps!uif!dpnnjttjpo!
xfsf!Nbdibep!'!Tjmwfuuj-!Cptupo<!uif!Qpmtifl!
Qbsuofstijq-!Ofx!Zpsl<!Dbsmpt!Kjn�of{-!Ipvt.
upo<!boe!Xfjtt!Nbogsfej-!Ofx!Zpsl/

Uif! jobvhvsbm!fyijcjujpo!tdifevmfe! gps!
uif!Tujfsfo!Dfoufs-!Bnfsjdbo!Bsu!Tjodf!2:56;!
Jo!b!Ofx!Mjhiu-!xjmm!nbsl!uif!gjstu! ujnf!uif!
NdObz!ibt!fyijcjufe! uif! gvmm! fyufou!pg! jut!
dpoufnqpsbsz!dpmmfdujpo/!Nvtfvn!pggjdjbmt!
fyqfdu!uif!obuvsbm!mjhiu!pg!uif!ofx!hbmmfsjft!up!
bddfouvbuf!uif!xpsl-!qbsujdvmbsmz!Pq!Bsu!boe!
hfpnfusjd!bctusbdujpo/!Bmtp!up!cf!gfbuvsfe!bsf!
sfdfou!qbjoujoh!bdrvjtjujpot-!jodmvejoh!xpslt!
cz!Xjmmfn!ef!Lppojoh-!Mbssz!Qppot-!Epspuifb!
Spdlcvsof-!boe!Bmfyboefs!Mjcfsnbo-!bt!xfmm!
bt!ofx!tdvmquvsf!bdrvjtjujpot-!jodmvejoh!xpslt!
cz!Sbpvm!Ibhvf-! Kpio!Dibncfsmbjo-!Ljlj!
Tnjui-!boe!Sfe!Hsppnt/

Wjtjupst!foufsjoh!uif!ofx!Kbof!boe!Bsuivs!
Tujfsfo!Dfoufs!gps!Fyijcjujpot!xjmm!gpmmpx!bmpoh!
b!qbuixbz!boe!gspou!mboejoh!pg!tpgu!hsbz.hsffo!
tupof/!Uif!tbnf!tupof!gsbnft!uif!hmbtt!uisftipme!
boe!dmbet!wfsujdbm!fmfnfout!jotjef!uif!mpccz-!uifo!
sfbqqfbst!bu!kvoduvsft!uispvhipvu!uif!nvtfvn/!
Up!uif!sjhiu!pg!uif!mpccz-!uif!Upcjo!Fyijcjujpo!
Hbmmfsjft!p�fst!8-611!tg!pg!àfyjcmf!tqbdf!gps!uif!
NdObz!up!iptu!mbshfs!usbwfmjoh!fyijcjujpot!gps!
uif!ßstu!ujnf/!Gspn!uif!hspvoe.àpps!hbmmfsjft!
tibmmpx!tubjsxbzt!mfbe!epxo!joup!b!mpoh-!esbnbujd!
cbssfm!pg!b!hbmmfsz!svoojoh!qbsbmmfm!up!uif!hmbtt!

gbdbef/!Uijt!tdvmquvsf!hbmmfsz!pwfsmpplt!uif!
xipmf!pg!uif!ofx!tdvmquvsf!hbsefo!boe!pqfot!poup!
bo!fmfwbufe!ufssbdf/!B!npovnfoubm!qfsgpsbufe-!
cspo{fe!nfubm!tubjsdbtf!mfbet!up!uif!hbsefo!
mfwfm!xifsf!gpvs!npsf!hbmmfsjft!boe!b!336.tfbu!
bvejupsjvn!bsf!mpdbufe/!Jo!uif!tdvmquvsf!hbsefo-!
nfboefsjoh!qbuixbzt!p�fs!wjfxt!pg!tdvmquvsft-!
hbsefot-!boe!uif!NdObzÖt!cvjmejoht/

ÓJu!nbz!tffn!tusbohf!uibu!uif!mfbefstijq!pg!
uif!NdObz!uvsofe!up!b!Fvspqfbo!vscbojtu!up!
fyqboe!jut!sfwjwbmjtu!ipnf-!mpdbufe!po!mboe.

tdbqfe!hspvoet!jo!Tpvui!Ufybt/!Cvu!xf!xfsf!
tusvdl!cz!uif!dmbsjuz!boe!npefsojtu!tjnqmjdjuz!pg!
ijt!bqqspbdi-Ô!tbzt!Kbof!Tujfsfo!Mbdz-!fnfsjuvt!
usvtuff!pg!uif!NdObz-!xip-!bmpoh!xjui!ifs!mbuf!
ivtcboe-!Bsuivs-!xfsf!uif!nbjo!cfofgbdupst!gps!
uif!fyqbotjpo/!ÓUif!eftjho!jt!b!ßuujoh!ipnbhf!
up!uif!wbohvbse!tqjsju!pg!uif!nvtfvnÖt!gpvoefs-!
Nbsjpo!Lpphmfs!NdObz/Ô

S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

Sharpe is the editor of Texas Architect.

Continued from page 9

The design team devised a unique roof system to protect artwork from the South Texas sun, with fixed metal louvers 

at the top and moveable panes of fritted glass at the ceiling level that electronically adjust to light conditions.
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$W�%HOO ZH�QHYHU�JLYH�\RX�VRPHRQH�HOVH·V�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP��,QVWHDG��ZH�XVH�RXU
NQRZ�KRZ�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�WR�WDLORU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�VHUYLFH�WKDW·V�MXVW�ULJKW�IRU�\RX�
$QG�WKHUH·V�D�JRRG�FKDQFH�ZH·OO�VDYH�\RX�PRQH\�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�

Broadest protection for the design professional
%HOO�UHSUHVHQWV�GHVLJQ�ILUPV�RI�DOO�VL]HV��IURP�RQH�SHUVRQ�ILUPV�WR�ODUJH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
+LJKOLJKWV�RI�DYDLODEOH�FRYHUDJH�IHDWXUHV�LQFOXGH�
��%URDG�FRYHUDJH�IRU�SROOXWLRQ�DQG
DVEHVWRV�OLDELOLW\

��5HPRYDO�RI�WKH�´+DPPHU�&ODXVHµ
IURP�FRQVHQW�WR�VHWWOH

��2SWLRQDO�ILUVW�GROODU�GHIHQVH

You’re in charge
7KH�%HOO�DSSURDFK�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�\RX�DUH�WKH�GHVLJQ�SURIHVVLRQDO��7KXV��ZH�GRQ·W�GLFWDWH
SUDFWLFH�DV�VRPH�RWKHU�EURNHUV�PD\�GR��:H�XVH�D�KDQGV�RII�VW\OH�ZKLFK�DOZD\V�OHDYHV�\RX�LQ
FKDUJH��ZKLOH�VWLOO�SURYLGLQJ�WKH�VHUYLFH�\RX�H[SHFW��LQFOXGLQJ�FRQWUDFW�UHYLHZV�

You may enjoy substantial savings
1XPHURXV�UDWH�FUHGLWV�PD\�EH�DYDLODEOH�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�ORZHULQJ�\RXU�LQVXUDQFH�FRVWV�
<RX�PD\�DOVR�TXDOLI\�IRU�D�XQLTXH�SURILW�VKDULQJ�SODQ�RIIHUHG�E\�RQH�RI�RXU�LQVXUHUV��
7KLV�SODQ�UHWXUQV�PDQ\�PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�WR�GHVLJQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�HDFK�\HDU�
:K\�SD\�PRUH"

Eliminate the guesswork
,W·V�HDV\��-XVW�DOORZ�XV�WR�PDNH�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHYLHZ�RI�\RXU�SUHVHQW�FRYHUDJH��
2I�FRXUVH�WKHUH·V�QR�FRVW��1R�REOLJDWLRQ�HLWKHU�
<RXU�%HOO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�ZLOO�DOVR�SURYLGH�UDWH�TXRWDWLRQV�SURPSWO\��5HPHPEHU��
:H·UH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�VHUYLQJ�SURIHVVLRQDOV��&DOO�%\URQ�-RKQVRQ��&3&8��&,& LQ�RXU�'DOODV
RIILFH�RU�*OHQQ�:LOVRQ��&K)&��&,&��$50 LQ�RXU�+RXVWRQ�RIILFH�

����\HDU�SROLFLHV�IRU�TXDOLI\LQJ�ILUPV
��$JJUHJDWH�GHGXFWLEOH�RSWLRQV
��2SWLRQDO�GHIHQVH�FRVWV�RXWVLGH�OLPLWV�RI�OLDELOLW\
��&RYHUDJH�IRU�'HVLJQ�%XLOG�SURIHVVLRQDO�VHUYLFHV
��6LPSOLILHG�DSSOLFDWLRQV

<RXU
SURIHVVLRQDO
OLDELOLW\�
QHHGV�DUH
XQLTXH�
<RXU�LQVXUDQFH�VKRXOG�EH��WRR�

������'DOODV�3DUNZD\�����6XLWH���������'DOODV��7;������
����������������������������������)$;������������������ZZZ�EHOOJURXS�FRP

�����3RVW�2DN�3ODFH�����6XLWH���������+RXVWRQ��7;������
�����������������)$;������������������ZZZ�EHOOJURXS�FRP

<RXU
SURIHVVLRQDO
OLDELOLW\�
QHHGV�DUH
XQLTXH�
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Jury Selected for 2008 Design Awards

A U S T I N !Uif!kvsz!gps!uif!3119!UTB!Eftjho!
Bxbset!xjmm!cf!bsut!xsjufs!Kvejui!Evqs�!boe!
bsdijufdut!Tufwfo!Fismjdi-!GBJB-!boe!Cjmmjf!
Utjfo-!BJB/!Uif!uisff!bsf!tdifevmfe!up!nffu!Kvof!
38!jo!Bvtujo!up!sfwjfx!fousjft!boe!nblf!uifjs!
tfmfdujpot/!Uif!efbemjof!gps!fousjft!jt!Nbz!41/

Evqs�Öt!nptu!sfdfou!xpsl!pg! jmmvtusbufe!
opoßdujpo!jt!Npovnfout;!BnfsjdbÖt!Ijtupsz!jo!Bsu!
boe!Nfnpsz!jo!xijdi!tif!fybnjoft!uif!qpmjujdbm-!
qtzdipmphjdbm-!boe!fnpujpobm!sfbtpot!cfijoe!
uif!cvjmejoh!pg!Bnfsjdbo!nfnpsjbmt/!Tif!ibt!
xsjuufo!tfwfsbm!puifs!cpplt-!jodmvejoh!Tlztdsbq.
fst!)Cmbdl!Eph!'!Mfwfouibm0!Xpslnbo-!2::7*<!
Csjehft! )Cmbdl!Eph!'!Mfwfouibm0Xpslnbo-!
2::8*<!boe!Divsdift!)IbsqfsDpmmjot-!3112*/!Cpso!
jo!Qspwjefodf-!S/J/-!tif!sfdfjwfe!efhsfft!jo!
Fohmjti!boe!tuvejp!bsu!gspn!Cspxo!Vojwfstjuz-!
boe!tvctfrvfoumz!tuvejfe!bu!uif!Pqfo!Bufmjfs!
pg!Eftjho!boe!Bsdijufduvsf!jo!Nboibuubo/!B!
nfncfs!pg!uif!fejupsjbm!cpbse!pg!uif!bsdij.
ufduvsbm!kpvsobm!Gbjui!'!Gpsn-!tif!dvssfoumz!
jt!tuvezjoh!bu!Zbmf!Vojwfstjuz!jowftujhbujoh!uif!
jnqbdu!pg!ujnf-!nfnpsz-!boe!sjuvbm!po!bsdijufd.
uvsbm!nfbojoh/!Tif!mjwft!xjui!ifs!gbnjmz!pvutjef!
pg!Ofx!Zpsl!Djuz/

Fismjdi!jt!uif!gpvoejoh!qsjodjqbm!pg!Tufwfo!
Fismjdi!Bsdijufdut!jo!Dvmwfs!Djuz-!Dbmjg/!Tfmfdufe!
jo!3114!bt!uif!Dbmjgpsojb!BJB!Gjsn!pg!uif!Zfbs-!
uif!ßsnÖt!dvssfou!qspkfdut!jodmvef!uif!Xbmufs!

Dspoljuf!Tdippm!pg!Kpvsobmjtn!boe!uif!Tdippm!pg!
Fbsui!boe!Tqbdf!Fyqmpsbujpo-!cpui!gps!Bsj{pob!
Tubuf!Vojwfstjuz-!uif!Vojwfstjuz!pg!Dbmjgpsojb!
bu!JswjofÖt!Bsu!Dfoufs-!ßwf!sftjefoujbm!upxfst!
jo!Ubjqfj-!boe!b!ipvtf!jo!Evcbj/!Jo!3118-!uif!
Qbmn!Tqsjoht!Bsu!Nvtfvn!dvsbufe!b!sfusptqfd.
ujwf!tipx-!Nvmujdvmuvsbm!Npefsojtn/!Fbsmz!jo!
ijt!dbsffs!if!mfbsofe!uif!tjhojßdbodf!pg!ipx!
bsdijufduvsf!sftqpoet!up!dvmuvsf!boe!fowjspo.
nfou/!Tjy!zfbst!jo!Bgsjdb!)jodmvejoh!uxp!zfbst!
xjui!uif!Qfbdf!Dpsqt!bt!uifjs!ßstu!bsdijufdu!jo!
Nbssblfdi-!Npspddp-!boe!ufbdijoh!bu!Binboev!
Cfmmp!Vojwfstjuz!jo!Ojhfsjb*!ubvhiu!Fismjdi!uif!
xjtepn!pg!joejhfopvt!bsdijufduvsf/

Utjfo!jt!b!qsjodjqbm!boe!dp.gpvoefs!pg!Upe!
Xjmmjbnt!Cjmmjf!Utjfo!Bsdijufdut!jo!Ofx!Zpsl-!
O/Z/!Tif!sfdfjwfe!ifs!voefshsbevbuf!efhsff!jo!
Gjof!Bsut!gspn!Zbmf!jo!2:82!boe!ifs!N/!Bsdi/!
gspn!VDMB!jo!2:88/!Bnpoh! uif! gjsnÖt!cftu!
lopxo!xpsl!jt!uif!Tqjfhfm!Qppm!Ipvtf-!Gfjo.
cfsh!Ibmm!bu!Qsjodfupo!Vojwfstjuz-!uif!Xijuofz!
Nvtfvn!pg!Bnfsjdbo!Bsu!Epxoupxo!Csbodi!jo!
Ofx!Zpsl!Djuz-!boe!uif!Ofvsptdjfodft!Jotujuvuf!
jo!MbKpmmb-!Dbmjg/!Tif!ibt!ubvhiu!bu!uif!Tpvuifso!
Dbmjgpsojb!Jotujuvuf!pg!Bsdijufduvsf-!Qbstpot-!
Zbmf-!Ibswbse!HTE-!boe!VU!Bvtujo/!!Dvssfoumz-!
uif!p�df!jt!xpsljoh!po!uif!Nvtfvn!pg!Gpml!Bsu!
jo!Ofx!Zpsl!Djuz-!boe!uif!Tuvefout!Bsut!Dfoufs!bu!
Kpiot!Ipqljot!Vojwfstjuz/!Qbsuofst!jo!bsdijufd.
uvsbm!qsbdujdf!tjodf!2:97-!Utjfo!boe!Xjmmmjbnt!
bsf!nbssjfe!boe!ibwf!b!26.zfbs.pme!tpo/

Lake/Flato Receives AIA Housing Award 

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C !Mblf0Gmbup!Bsdij.
ufduÖt!Mblf!Ubipf!Sftjefodf!jt!bnpoh!2:!qspkfdut!
sfdphoj{fe!jo!uif!3119!BJB!Ipvtjoh!Bxbset/!Uif!
dpnqfujujpo-!opx!jo!jut!fjhiui!zfbs-!xbt!ftubc.
mjtife!up!tqpumjhiu!uif!cftu!jo!ipvtjoh!eftjho!
boe!qspnpuf!uif!jnqpsubodf!pg!hppe!ipvtjoh!
bt!b!ofdfttjuz!pg!mjgf-!b!tboduvbsz!gps!uif!ivnbo!
tqjsju-!boe!b!wbmvbcmf!obujpobm!sftpvsdf/

Uif! kvsz!tfmfdufe!qspkfdut! jo!gpvs!bxbse!
dbufhpsjftÒPof0Uxp!Gbnjmz!Dvtupn!Ipvtjoh-!
Nvmujgbnjmz!Ipvtjoh-!Pof0Uxp!Gbnjmz!Qspevd.
ujpo!Ipvtjoh-!boe!Tqfdjbm!Ipvtjoh/!Uif!kvsz!gps!
uif!3119!Ipvtjoh!Bxbset!jodmvef;!Kvsz!dibjs!
Tbogpse!Tufjocfsh-!BJB-!pg!Tufjocfsh!Eftjho!
Dpmmbcpsbujwf<!Ebwje!Kbnftpo-!GBJB-!pg!Ebwje!
Kbnftpo-!Bsdijufdu<!Kbof!Lpmmffoz-!tqfdjbm!tfd.
ujpot!fejups!pg!Bsdijufduvsbm!Sfdpse<!Dibsmft!G/!
NdBgff-!GBJB-!pg!NdBgff4!Bsdijufdut<!boe!Nbsl!
NdJouvs�-!GBJB-!pg!NdJouvs�!Bsdijufdut/

Uif!Mblf!Ubipf!Sftjefodf!jo!Mblf!Ubipf-!
Ofw/-!xbt!sfdphoj{fe!jo!uif!Pof!boe!Uxp!Gbnjmz!
Dvtupn!Sftjefodft!dbufhpsz/!Eftjhofe!bt!b!
xfflfoe!sfusfbu-!uif!npefso!tusvduvsf!sfàfdut!
uif! mpdbm!wfsobdvmbs! uispvhi! jut!qbmfuuf!pg!
svhhfe-!mpx.nbjoufobodf!nbufsjbmt!jodmvejoh!
fyqptfe!dpodsfuf-!xfbuifsfe!xppe-!boe!svtufe!
Dps.Ufo!tuffm/!Nfubm!sppßoh!sfubjot!b!cmbolfu!pg!
topxgbmm!bt!jotvmbujpo!boe!xbset!p�!qpufoujbm!
ebnbhf!gspn!xjmeßsft/!

ÓGjuujoh!cfbvujgvmmz!joup!uif!tjuf-Ô!uif!kvsz!
dpnnfoufe-!Óuijt!wbdbujpo!ipnf!qspwjeft!b!
nvmujuvef!pg!dpngpsubcmf! mjwjoh!tqbdft! jo!b!
dpnqpvoe!pg! uisff!cvjmejoht!eftjhofe!jo!b!
npefso!wfsobdvmbs/!Uijt! Õipvtf!dpnqpvoeÖ!
sfdbmmt!fbsmjfs!svtujd!ÕdbnqtÖ!jo!uif!sfhjpo-!cvu!
jt!b!uipspvhimz!npefso!cvjmejoh/!Uif!sfmbujpo.
tijq!cfuxffo!fyufsjps!boe!joufsjps!jt!foibodfe!
uispvhi!uif!vujmj{bujpo!pg!mbshf!spmmjoh!eppst<!
uif!sjhpspvt!tusvduvsf!boe!sfßofe!efubjmjoh!ujf!
uphfuifs!uif!uisff!cvjmejoht/Ô

Go Green Expo in San Antonio
The Go Green Expo, set to take place at the Live 
Oak Civic Center in San Antonio, will feature the 
ZAP (Zero Air Pollution) car and Dr. Hazen Rashad-
Alli of UTSA’s College of Architecture. For more 
information, e-mail rzheck@cs.com or call (210) 
212-8031. APRIL 4-5

Chinati Foundation Hosts Symposium
Twelve featured speakers will discuss the writings of 
the museum’s founder, the late Donald Judd. Visit 
www.chinati.org or call (432) 729-4362 for more 
information. MAY 3-4

Echoes of Invention at Bayou Bend
Bayou Bend, the former house of Miss Ima Hogg 
(1882-1975), and today part of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston, provides an elegant outdoor setting 
for the world premiere of Houston composer Brad 
Sayles’ Echoes of Invention performed by the River 
Oaks Chamber Orchestra. Call (713) 665-2700 or 
visit www.mfah.org/bayoubend. MAY 4

Atomic Austin Heritage Homes Tour
The tour titled Atomic Austin will focus on mid-
century modern architecture. The tour will highlight 
the residence of architect Charles Granger and a 
Westlake home equipped with a bomb shelter. For 
more information, visit www.heritagesocietyaustin.
org or call (512) 474-5198. MAY 17

Environmental Graphic Designers in Austin
The Society for Environmental Graphic Design will 
meet in Austin to discusses the interplay of environ-
mental graphic design and the forces that inspire 
creativity. Featured speakers include local architects 
and landscape architects. Access more information 
at www.interplay-austin.com. MAY 28-31

TSA Design Awards’ Call For Entries
See article at top of this page. The Call for Entries 
is available at texasarchitect.org. Submittals due 
MAY 30

Designed by Architects Features Metalwork
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston presents 
Designed by Architects: Metalwork from the Margo 
Grant Walsh Collection, an exhibition of 800 objects 
designed by prominent architects. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mfah.org. THRU AUG 3 

TSA Honor Award Nominations
Instructions and forms for 2008 TSA Honor Awards 
are posted at texasarchitect.org. Nominations due 
JUNE 4
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Opduvsobm;!Eftjho!Mbc!pg!Ebmmbt!eftdsjcft!jut!Gpvs!cz!5!bt!b!tvcvscbo!usff!
ipvtf/!Ju!xbt!tfmfdufe!cz!Mbvsju{fo!Hbsefot-!PnbibÖt!Cpubojdbm!Dfoufs-!
bt!b!xjoofs!jo!uif!3119!LjeTusvduvsf!Dpnqfujujpo/!Gpvs!cz!5!jt!joufoefe!
up!jotqjsf!dsfbujwf!qmbz!bnpoh!uif!zpvoh!boe!uif!zpvoh.bu.ifbsu/!Uif!
fyufsjps!jt!dpnqptfe!pg!b!tfsjft!pg!5y5.jodi!qsfttvsf.usfbufe!ujncfst!pg!
wbsjpvt!mfohuit/!Sboepn!pqfojoht!fyjtu!po!fbdi!gbdbef!up!bmmpx!qmfouz!
pg!tvomjhiu!joup!uif!joufsjps!tqbdf!pg!uif!qmbzipvtf/!Uif!tusbohf!tibepxt!
dsfbufe!xjuijo!hjwf!uif!joufsjps!tqbdf!b!nztufsjpvt!boe!fydjujoh!rvbmjuz/!
Uif!eftjhofst!ibwf!fodpvsbhfe!qfpqmf!up!joufsbdu!xjui!uif!xbmmt!pg!uif!
tusvduvsf!cz!dsfbujoh!b!tfsjft!pg!csjhiumz!qbjoufe!ujncfst!uibu!dbo!cf!
tqvo!bspvoe/!Uif!joufsjps!dpotjtut!pg!qmbugpsnt!bu!wbsjpvt!ifjhiut!uibu!
bmmpx!dijmesfo!up!dmjnc!uispvhi!uif!tusvduvsf!bt!jg!uifz!xfsf!dmjncjoh!b!
usff/!Sbnqt-!tubjst-!boe!mbeefst!bmtp!bsf!jodpsqpsbufe!joup!uif!joufsjps!up!
fodpvsbhf!npwfnfou!uispvhi!uif!tqbdf/

One Park Place

Pwfsmppljoh!epxoupxo!IpvtupoÖt!ofx!vscbo!qbsl-!uif!48.tupsz!Pof!Qbsl!
Qmbdf!xjmm!p�fs!457!vojut!xjui!b!upubm!ofu!sfoubcmf!tqbdf!pg!5:9-111!trvbsf!
gffu/!Eftjhofe!cz!Kbdltpo!'!Szbo!Bsdijufdut!gps!uif!Gjohfs!Dpnqbojft-!
uif!sftjefoujbm!upxfs!xjmm!qspwjef!sftjefout!bo!ftdbqf!gspn!uif!dibpt!pg!
djuz!mjgf/!Mfwfmt!uxp!uispvhi!tfwfo!xjmm!bddpnnpebuf!8:4!qbsljoh!tqbdft!
gps!sftjefout!boe!hvftut-!boe!uif!fjhiui!mfwfm!xjmm!gfbuvsf!b!3-111.trvbsf.
gppu!tpdjbm!ufssbdf!pwfsmppljoh!Ejtdpwfsz!HsffoÖt!23!bdsft!pg!211.zfbs.pme!
pbl!usfft-!gpvoubjot-!boe!pvuepps!tdvmquvsf/!Uif!tpdjbm!ufssbdf!xjmm!p�fs!
sftjefout!b!cbs!boe!dbufsfsÖt!hbmmfz!gps!foufsubjonfou-!bmpoh!xjui!b!tubuf.
pg.uif.bsu!ßuoftt!dfoufs!uibu!gbdft!uif!pvuepps!hbsefo!ufssbdf!boe!b!uxp.
ujfsfe!txjnnjoh!qppm/!Fbdi!voju!xjmm!jodmvef!21.gppu.ijhi!dfjmjoht!boe!
cbmdpojft!xjui!wjfxt!pg!epxoupxo/!Qmbot!bmtp!jodmvef!32-911!trvbsf!gffu!
pg!sfubjm!mfbtf!tqbdf!jo!uxp!tfdujpot!bu!tusffu!mfwfm/!Hspvoecsfbljoh!uppl!
qmbdf!jo!3118!boe!dpotusvdujpo!jt!tdifevmfe!gps!dpnqmfujpo!ofyu!zfbs/

Beachtown

Uif!ofx!dpbtubm!efwfmpqnfou!xbt!eftjhofe!cz!uif!qmboojoh!boe!bsdij.
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Tijsb{j!bt!b!ofuxpsl!pg!tnbmm!wjmmbhft!tvsspvoejoh!b!dfousbm!dpnnfsdjbm!
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sfnjojtdfou!pg!ijtupsjd!Hbmwftupo/!Obujpobmmz!sfdphoj{fe!bsdijufdut!xip!
tqfdjbmj{f!jo!Ofx!Vscbojtn!xjmm!eftjho!uif!sftjefodft/!Bnpoh!uifn!jt!
bo!Ójefb!ipvtfÔ!tqpotpsfe!cz!Dpbtubm!Mjwjoh!nbhb{jof!boe!eftjhofe!cz!
Njdibfm!H/!Jncfs-!GBJB-!pg!Tbo!Boupojp/!Uif!5-111.trvbsf.gppu!ipnf!
xjmm!cf!gfbuvsfe!jo!Dpbtubm!MjwjohÖt!Opwfncfs!3119!fejujpo/
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The Designer’s ‘Hand’
On exhibit in Houston, metalwork by architects illustrate an often missing element

B y  G A R R E T T  F I N N E Y
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 Garrett Finney is an architect and furniture designer in Houston.
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(clockwise from top left) Serving Pieces from the Diamond Pattern (1958) by Gio Ponti; Mantel Clock (1895) by Charles Francis Annesley Voysey; Brooch (1940-44) by William 

Spratling; Courtney Candlesticks (1989) by Charles Gwathmey and Robert Siegel; Mantle Clock (1904) by Charles Robert Ashbee; Four Teaspoons (1905) Charles Rennie Mack-

intosh; Coffee Pot (1962-64) by William Spratling; Centerpiece (1920-1932) by Josef Hoffmann.
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MAY 30TH DEADLINE

CALL FOR ENTRIES

2007 award winner Farley Studio by MJ Neal Architects; photo by Viviane Vives.

The Texas Society of Architects seeks entries for its 2008 Design Awards and 
Studio Awards. The competitions are held each year to recognize outstanding 
architectural design and to promote public interest in architectural excellence. 
Entry forms, along with information on eligibility and fees, available at
www.texasarchitect.org. 

Members of the 2008 jury will be arts writer Judith Dupré of New York City, Steven 
Ehrlich, FAIA, of Steven Ehrlich Architects in Culver City, Calif., and Billie Tsien, AIA, 
of Tod Williams Billie Tsien Architects in New York City.

Architects and clients of winning projects will be honored at the TSA Convention in Fort 
Worth, Oct. 23-25, 2008, and will be featured in the September/October 2008 edition 
of Texas Architect.

Entries must be received by 5 p.m. on Friday, May 30, 2008
Texas Society of Architects
Attention: TSA Design Awards
816 Congress Ave., Suite 970
Austin, Texas 78701-2443

TA08.05.06_DA_ad.indd   5 4/15/08   4:06:56 PM
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The Islamic Cultural Center of 

Austin was designed by Inte-

grated Metropolis Architects in 

2000 but never built. As planned, 

the Austin project included an 

open-air courtyard just inside 

the entry portal and a large fel-

lowship hall.
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Akel Ismail Kahera, Ph.D., is a professor of architecture and community development 
at Prairie View A&M University and director of the Texas Institute for the Preserva-
tion of History and Culture. He is also the author of Deconstructing the American 
Mosque: Space, Gender and Aesthetics (University of Texas Press, 2002).
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With few prescribed elements, Muslims in Texas stress spirituality over aesthetics
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A tasty visual treat awaits you 

at brick.com. Our free Color 

Guide elegantly serves you 67 

Acme Brick blends in a pocket-

size format. Each sample 

reveals lifelike color and detail 

for exploring our spectrum and 

adding green building benefits 

with ease and confidence.

lighter fare, 
served tastefully

To request your FREE 
“Color Guide for 
Architects,” please visit 
brick.com/colorguide

Also at brick.com, download 
Masonry Designer, a free 
companion program to design 
with Acme Brick and related 
masonry products. Plan coursing, 
patterns, and mortar colors with 
realistic detail to print and share 
with clients and colleagues.
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As an AIA member, you 
have access to knowledge 
and resources, a supportive 
network of colleagues, and 
a reputation built on 150 
years of service to the design 
profession.

Become an Architect in Action.  
www.aia.org/join_today
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Why write this book at this particular time?
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In terms of sustainable design, how does healthcare differ from 
other institutional typologies?
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Sustainable Healthcare Design
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How far has healthcare design come in terms of sustainability?
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(far left) Dell Children’s Medical Center in Austin is featured on pages 34-37. (left and 

below) RMJM Hillier’s design for Alexandra Hospital at Yishun in Singapore, scheduled 

to open in 2009, reduces energy costs significantly through use of shading devices, 

green roofs and walls, cross ventilation, and a high-performance exterior envelope. (far 

right) Providence Newberg Medical Center near Portland, Ore., designed by Mahlum 

Architects, achieved LEED gold certification following its 2006 completion. 
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A World of Small Wonders
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A World of Small Wonders

P R O J E C T  Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas, Austin

C L I E N T  Seton Family of Hospitals

A R C H I T E C T  Karlsberger

D E S I G N  T E A M  Joseph F. Kuspan, AIA; Stephen T. Zilles, AIA; Kenneth C. Redman, AIA; Stephen G. Bennett, 

AIA; Daniel J. Clements III; Nicolas Banks; Paul J. Carney

C O N T R A C T O R  White Construction Company

C O N S U L T A N T S  Bury & Partners (civil); ccrd partners (mechanical and electrical); Datum Engineers 

(structural); Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems (LEED); TBG Partners (landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  John Durant; Thomas McConnellb y  T H O M A S  H A Y N E  U P C H U R C H ,  A I A
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HEALTHCARE ARCHITECTURE HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT STRIDES over the past 
20 years to provide environments that are more sensitive to the needs of 
patients, families, physicians, and staff. There is a greater understanding 
that wellness and healing are supported not only by advances in medicine 
and technologies in diagnostics and treatment, but also by the quality of 
the building’s environment. Designed for the Seton Healthcare Network 
by Karlsberger of Columbus, Ohio, the Dell Children’s Medical Center of 
Central Texas in Austin builds on these improvements to the healthcare 
environment and takes its design to an even higher level while also achiev-
ing ambitious goals for environmental stewardship.

Opened last summer, Dell Children’s is a 473,000-sf, 169-bed facility 
dedicated to serving children in a 46-county area around Austin. Although 
designed to make a strong statement as a place for healing, much attention 
is being given to the project’s goals to achieve LEED platinum certification. 
The focus on sustainable design was established by Seton at the onset of the 
project. At the recommendation of Karlsberger, a sustainable design faci-
litator was hired to lead a two-day charrette to outline sustainable goals. 
Attending were representatives of Seton’s administration and network 
facilities offices, the entire design team, the construction manager, and 
experts in sustainable design, including Gail Vittori, co-director of the 

Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems in Austin. The sustaina-
ble design team meetings were held regularly through the design phases 
and then quarterly through the life of the project to track LEED goals and 
progress. While final certification is not expected to be confirmed until 
the fall, the commitment of Seton and the entire design team towards 
environmental stewardship is clear and commendable.

The Dell Children’s campus is constructed on 32 acres in the northwest 
area of the 722-acre brownfield site previously home to Robert Mueller 
Municipal Airport. The overall site is being redeveloped into a mixed-use 
“community,” with the medical center campus being one of the early com-
pleted components. The campus also includes a medical office building, 
parking facilities, and a Ronald McDonald House. (The McDonald project, 
part of a national network of residential facilities for families with children 
undergoing hospital treatment, is registered for potential LEED platinum 
certification. Echols & Associates AIA of Austin designed the project for 
the charitable organization funded by the restaurant chain.)

The sustainable strategies of Dell Children’s balanced a variety of met-
hods to re-use, recycle, and conserve. Parking lot base and building back-
fill used 47,000 tons of recycled airport runway asphalt and base material. 
The construction project waste management program sent more than 
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4,000 tons of construction debris to recycling facilities in Central Texas 
and diverted 34,000 tons from landfills. Sustainable building materials 
and products include high-performance window systems, concrete with 
30-percent fly ash in lieu of Portland cement, compressed wheat board 
in millwork, and low-VOC solvents, adhesives and paints. As part of the 
strategy for attaining a high LEED rating, materials were required to be 
procured within a 500-mile radius of the site. 

Using sustainable materials was not always the most economical solu-
tion, but was the most sensitive to greater environmental concerns. For 
example, red sandstone quarried in West Texas was incorporated in the 
design to reflect its use on historic Central Texas courthouses. A similar 
sandstone was available from a quarry in Arizona for less cost, but use of that 
stone was not consistent with the sustainable goals. The facility also achieves 
a 35-percent reduction in potable water by reclaiming water for landscape 
irrigation, xeriscaping, and installing low-flow plumbing fixtures.

The most sophisticated sustainable design feature of the campus relates 
to energy production and usage. Seton teamed with the City of Austin and 
its electrical utility to construct an on-site Combined Heating Power (CHP) 
plant with a 4.5 megawatt, gas-fired turbine that generates 100 percent of 
Dell Children’s electrical power. That not only removes the facility from the 

city’s power grid, but the campus CHP plant achieves 75-percent efficiency 
in energy delivery (compared to a typical 30-percent efficiency via the 
electrical grid). In the event of its failure, two independent substations can 
provide full backup from the city’s power grid, and a 1.5-megawatt “black 
start” diesel generator is installed on the campus for the medical center’s 
life safety and critical branch systems.

The opportunity to develop a new children’s hospital was significant for 
Seton. Previously known as the Children’s Hospital of Austin and housed 
within Brackenridge Hospital near downtown Austin, the new facility 
could set itself apart from the larger and more “institutional” hospital 
with a different aesthetic and address. That new address – being at the old 
airport, about five miles northeast of downtown – required a highly visible 
landmark feature for the campus to be seen from nearby Interstate 35 and 
the surrounding neighborhoods. A 145-foot-tall “wayfinding tower” was 
designed to do just that, using colored glass panels with limestone veneer 
wrapping a steel frame and crowned by a white canopy symbolically refe-
rencing the traditional cornettes worn by Seton’s founders, the Daughters 
of Charity. While the tower is indeed conspicuous, finding the entrance as 
one approaches the campus is not easy until the front of the hospital comes 
into full view. This may improve as the adjacent sites are developed.
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In marked contrast, the facility’s design provides clear interior 
orientation and wayfinding for visitors. Primary “streets” use natural 
materials, such as local limestone and red sandstone, combined with 
aluminum panels to establish a hierarchy of paths and zones. A “bridge” 
of mesquite planks separates areas of highest public traffic from clinical 
areas. Orientation is further enhanced through floor openings between 
levels and the integration of interior courtyards, visible from corridors 
and rooms at all four building levels. Storefront and stone veneer walls 
punctuated by window openings allow sunlit views to nature even from 
the heart of the building. The use of natural light, views to the gardens 
outside, and controlled access to the outdoors are evidence of a consistent 
design priority aligned with health and wellness.

The six courtyard environments were designed by TBG Partners in 
Austin to signify the six eco-regions of Central Texas that correspond 
to the 46 counties serviced. In addition to the courtyards, TBG Partners 
designed a three-acre “healing garden” that wraps around the nursing 
units on the west side. This space provides pleasant outdoor views from 
the patient rooms as well as playful features such as a “floating stone” 
fountain, butterfly garden, labyrinth, sundial, reflecting pool, and open-
air movie plaza.

Seton’s commitment to improving the quality of indoor and outdoor 
spaces through original artwork is another key ingredient to the success of 
the project. Installed throughout the facility, art is to be seen, sometimes 
heard and touched, and always celebrating life. While many times playful, 
colorful and imaginative, the art appeals to everyone and does not limit itself 
to being cute or age-specific.The artwork contributes to creating a healthy 
place for all who stay, visit, or work there. 

Overall, the extensive use of natural light, views and access to outdoor 
spaces, layering of rich colors and materials native to Texas, and integra-
tion of original art create an engaging, life-affirming place for children 
and their families—a world of small wonders, inside and out. Perhaps 
overly stimulating at times, the layers of materials and bright colors may 
just be the right ingredients that keep the public areas from becoming too 
quiet or serene when more animation and life are needed. 

The real success of the project – greater than achieving remarkable 
goals for sustainability or setting a noteworthy example for advancing 
healthcare architecture – is in providing the best possible environment 
for the care of children.

The writer is principal of Upchurch Architects in Brenham. 
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Living in Balance
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P R O J E C T  Ramchandani Residence, Houston

C L I E N T  Mahesh and Devika Ramchandani

A R C H I T E C T  Intexure Architects
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SOMETIMES THE BEST SENSE OF WELL-BEING comes from being in tune 
with one’s environment in the sense that the environment is a carefully 
constructed mirror reflecting back views of our better personal qualities. 
When handled architecturally these expressions of our philosophy, values, 
and intentions can find their way into daily routines that then become a 
pattern for living, which constantly reinforces and reinvigorates. Such 
is the case in the recently completed Ramchandani house in Houston by 
Intexure Architects for a cardiovascular surgeon and his family.

When the Mahesh and Devika Ramchandani decided to build a new 
house they also decided to take a serious and thoughtful look into how 
they wanted to live. That led to the remarkable realization that what they 
were about to build would in the end be an expression of themselves. This 
profound realization set in motion a process of self-examination that 
ultimately brought about a desire to integrate and reconcile competing 
aspects of the cultural heritage of their roots in India, their life in the 
modern garden city of Houston, as well as their personal values. These 
goals, they began to understand, could not be achieved simply through 
the adaptation of a “style.” 

Initially the Ramchandanis attended a series of real estate open houses 
but quickly concluded that the vast majority of upper-middle-class homes 

suffered the same stock commodification and image-driven foibles of 
suburban builder tract homes. It soon became clear that they would have 
to build to get what they wanted. Mahesh comments that “houses really are 
an expression of who you are and what you think is important, whether you 
realize it or not.” With this decision came the revelation that they needed 
the professional services of an architect. The family began attending local 
architectural home tours and in the fall of 2004 came across a residence 
designed by Intexure Architects in West University, a village city within 
Houston’s inner loop. Struck by the simplicity and openness of the design, 
the Ramchandanis decided they had found an architect who would under-
stand their goals and provide a framework of refined simplicity .

Aware of the clients’ desire to integrate aspects of their Indian cultural 
heritage into the house, Intexure began the design process by researching 
historical prototypes, including the traditional nine-square-courtyard 
house with a central space focused on shared family activities. That space 
quickly became the skeletal basis for the house. Providing a central shared 
space for family events and ceremonies, holiday gatherings, entertaining 
for family and friends, and hosting music recitals became one the major 
design objectives for the project—a house that would reflect the lives 
of its inhabitants, their traditions, passions, and sense of community. 
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Along with this was the desire for a sense of grounding and permanence 
that would be expressed through the traditional concrete and masonry 
construction techniques of India. 

Early in the design process Mahesh had a conversation with a fellow 
physician friend and architectural enthusiast who asked what kind of 
house he wanted to build. When Mahesh said modern but in tune with his 
heritage and hometown of Houston, his doctor friend introduced him to 
the work of the Japanese architect Tadao Ando. An impromptu trip to see 
the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth solidified the desire to pursue an 
adapted construction approach that employed traditional Indian materials 
(along with the economy of regional stick framing and steel) and confirmed 
the belief that ideas could be clearly expressed through architecture.

Simplicity of design, self-adorning materials, and direct, expressed 
construction techniques are juxtaposed throughout the house, with more 
exuberant and bold architectural forms and volumes found within the main 
functional blocks. It is a gymnastic mix of calm and crescendo existing side 
by side, varying in intensity based on location and time of day as light and 
shadows play across the surfaces and inhabit the interior spaces.

Approached from the street the house presents itself as a bold and 
dynamic presence bounded by the overarching canopies of four very large 

oak trees that nestle and contain the corners of the house. The leading 
edges of the two primary cast-concrete walls penetrate the exterior facade 
and sweep back to either side framing a promenade to the front door and 
establishing a spatial sequence that draws the eye to a modest, yet crisply 
delineated modern door within the main western wall. The effect is an 
interesting counterpoint to recent trends, represented up and down the 
same street, as here the architect has used a grandness of space preceding 
the main entry as the bold design stroke instead of the all too common 
artificial bombastic portico that typifies so many recent Houston homes 
regardless of their stylistic dress. Despite the dramatically bold presenta-
tion to the street, one is immediately struck by the honesty of this design 
move, as it is in fact a visual teaser for the more refined directness of 
expression that characterizes the majority of the interior. 

Large, clearly defined rectilinear volumes of the bedroom wing and 
the stair tower anchor the visual periphery along the primary approach. 
A visual richness within these volumes presents itself through the use 
of several different materials that lends discrete identity to each. The 
bedroom wing is clad in galvanized aluminum shingles that juxtapose 
a softer scale and light shimmer to the heavy concrete curved walls that 
sit below. The main stair tower is a dramatic vertical space screened by 
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a window wall. The central facade wall is a two-story-tall translucent 
wall screen that implies a soft transition to the main living space beyond 
while maintaining full privacy to the street and filtering the western sun 
exposure. In the evening this wall glows with a soft luminosity, nestled 
between the concrete walls that appear more grounded as shadows rise 
from the ground in the twilight. Here the metaphor of the living space as 
a precious thing being protected and nurtured is articulated further by 
the main space beyond, dematerializing into a volume of softly described 
light bounded with a visual tension to the heavy grounded opacity of the 
curving concrete walls.

Once inside, a spacious two-and-a-half-story open volume greets visi-
tors who are flanked by the two concrete walls that rise up and become the 
balustrade for the second floor interior balcony halls and supports for 
the connecting bridge. Above, lit by a flood of light from high clerestory 
windows, a razor thin white roof plane hovers above in stark contrast to the 
visually heavy ground plane. To the east a floor-to-ceiling, steel-framed 
wall of glass visually extends the large central gathering space out into 
the yard as a glass-enclosed version of the traditional Indian courtyard. 
This visual linkage is further dramatized by a series of smaller adjacent 
spaces that step down the scale and connect horizontally to adjacent “sup-

port” spaces in the house and by the more formal saffron-colored vertical 
panels located along the property line which draw the eye out from the 
interior and visually bound the perimeter of the garden. A large sliding-
glass wall opens from the living room onto a generous patio sheltered by 
a sweeping, thin roof plane that appears to hover disengaged from the 
glass above. A Houston house in the true sense, the design integrates the 
indoors and outdoors into one large flowing space that teeters between 
crisp definition and indeterminacy, with the verdant majesty of the sur-
rounding oaks and the new under-canopy landscaping appearing to occupy 
the main living space. 

The spatial sense of the main room imbues the space with a feeling 
of calm amid a vibrant and unfolding series of changing light and sound 
that constantly reinforce and sometimes accentuate each other. The subtle 
dynamism of the main space, infused with the underlying rhythms of 
function and habit, has pleasantly surprised the Ramchandanis. After 
having lived in the house for six months, they say the new house has 
exceeded thier expectations in helping them achieve balance in their life, 
and that it simply feels good to be home.

Mark Schatz, AIA, is a principal of m+a architecture studio in Houston.
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Sales, Inc; APPLIANCES: Thermador and KitchenAid (Manna Distributors, Inc.); SHADES: Solarfective (Architectural 

Fabric Systems); FURNISHINGS: Ligne Roset/Houston
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First Step to a New Campus
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First Step to a New Campus b y  A N N  C H R I S T E N S E N

P R O J E C T  University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center Outpatient Building, Dallas

C L I E N T  University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas

A R C H I T E C T  FKP Architects in association with John Lee, FAIA

D E S I G N  T E A M  John Lee, FAIA; Ed Huckaby, FAIA; Michael Shirley, AIA; Jon Franklin, AIA

C O N S U L T A N T S  DataCom Design Group LLC (technology); ccrd partners (MEP); Datum Gojer Engineers, 

LLC (structural and civil); HELP Equipment Planning (equipment planning); O’Neill Hill & Assoc. (furniture 

consulting); Tycher Associates (landscape architecture)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Aker/Zvonkovic Photography
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PEOPLE COME TO HEALTHCARE FACILITIES TO BE HEALED, so it is reasonable 
for them to expect treatment based on the latest research and technology 
that will aid their recovery. Patients also might expect that facility to be 
an environment designed not only to prevent ill health but to promote a 
healthy lifestyle.

Designed by FKP Architects in association with John Lee, FAIA, the 
new UT Southwestern Medical Center Outpatiend Building focuses on the 
patient’s experience. The architects have effectively applied the extensive 
research linking daylight and views to patient healing. Daylight floods the 
public zones of the building located along the north and west edges of the 
floor plates. The west-facing waiting rooms are glazed with ceramic frit 
glass and overlook the mature trees of the adjacent 1950s-era residential 
neighborhood.

The seven-story, 209,000-square-foot building, located in Dallas near 
the intersection of Inwood Road and Harry Hines Boulevard, represents 
the main component of the first phase of the Clinical Campus Master Plan 
and Ambulatory Surgical Center. The master plan is also a collaboration 
between FKP and John Lee. Subsequent phases of the master plan, which 
will ultimately replace the existing St. Paul University Hospital, include 
construction of two additional outpatient clinical towers, a central energy 

plant, a medical office building, and three in-patient towers zigzagging 
along Inwood Road. Also planned is the expansion of the Outpatient Build-
ing’s first and second levels to interconnect all the towers. According to 
Michael Shirley, AIA, FKP’s senior project designer, the roof of this future 
two-story base will serve as an exterior terrace “augured” with ground-
level courtyards to provide daylight into the deep recesses of the plan.

The existing site offered little open ground for the new Outpatient 
Building, especially since St. Paul University Hospital continued to 
operate throughout the construction and existing subsurface stormwater 
culverts and utility lines cross the site. In developing the site, however, 
some space was cleared by relocating existing subterranean fuel tanks for 
the hospital’s electrical generators. The site development plan also calls 
for landscaping along the perimeter. At present, landscaped green spaces 
with pedestrian trails mark the three primary vehicular entrances to the 
Clinical Campus.

Wayfinding inside the building is refreshingly clear, no small accom-
plishment given typical program requirements for healthcare facilities. 
Patients entering the building on the ground floor from the parking 
garages to the north will see the public elevators directly in front of them 
and smell the coffee brewing in the café located off the lobby. The eleva-
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tors lead to the second-level outpatient surgical center and to the clinics 
located on the upper three floors. Elevator doors open onto tiled elevator 
lobbies where tables are adorned with floral bouquets. Patients will easily 
find their doctor’s office from the elevator lobbies that directly connect 
to common waiting rooms along the western perimeter of all three of 
the upper-most floors. Wood-paneled portals help visitors identify their 
destination by signifying entrances to the medical clinics.

The new building is divided vertically into two masses. The off-white 
color of the precast-concrete base and bottle-green colored glass along 
with the roof trellis match the T. Boone Pickens Biomedical Building on 
the North Campus. Square, inoperable windows are punched into the two-
story, precast-concrete base that houses patient admitting and diagnostic 
programmatic elements. Third-floor pilotis separate the two masses and 
also support the upper four levels (and will eventually connect the interior 
to the roof terraces). The south and east facades (which will both face the 
future towers) are skinned with metal panels punched by square windows 
shaded by exterior louvers. 

The serrated facade along the western elevation adds texture to its sur-
face. The fully glazed, north-facing elevator lobbies overlook the healing 
garden, a future retail and daycare addition, the existing parking garage, 

and the UTSW North Campus across Harry Hines Boulevard. Roof trellises 
reduce heat gain and will visually screen the view of the rooftop cooling 
towers from the future towers. 

The new Outpatient Building is the first phase of the user focused Clini-
cal Campus Master Plan. The orientation of future construction focuses 
inward toward the center of campus and the healing garden. When com-
pleted, “visitors, patients and staff will enjoy an internal focused terrace 
vertically separated from on grade traffic to provide a quiet contemplative 
and serene healing oasis that will promote recovery,” says Shirley. Also, he 
says, “travel time for doctors and staff in acute care situations” will benefit 
from “multilevel connections between the medical towers.” 

Active programmatic elements such as daycare, retailers including the 
coffee shop, and most importantly the building entrances, are all planned 
to be located in the center of the Clinical Campus. However, by relocating 
these amenities along public street-side sidewalks, the UTSW Medical 
Center could improve the physical and social landscape of the surround-
ing community. Offering the retail components to the public could build 
momentum for future transit-oriented development that would benefit the 
adjacent residential neighborhoods and medical center as it seeks to retain 
qualified employees. Public transportation already exists within walking 
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distance of the Clinical Campus. The Trinity Railway Express Medical/
Market Center commuter rail station is located on the South Campus.

As social catalysts, healthcare organizations draw together people from 
all walks of life and in doing so can demonstrate healthy lifestyles that 
dense, mixed-use neighborhoods provide. Clusters of small business can 
activate sidewalks with coffee shops, eateries, and other entrepreneurs 
eager to capitalize on the volumes of people that hospitals draw. Demand 
for healthcare services will grow as the baby boomer generation ages, and 
as men and women return home from military service. In addition, safe 
and lively public sidewalks enable retirees continued participation in 
society even without driver’s licenses. 

As authors Robin Guenther, FAIA, and Gail Vittori explain in Sustain-
able Healthcare Architecture (Wiley Press, 2008): “The healthcare industry 
is in a pivotal position to lead the twenty-first century reintegration of 
environment, health, and economic prosperity. By critically reinventing 
the hospital as a regenerative place of healing, marshaling purchasing 
power, and modeling health and wellness within a society in critical need 
of alternatives to fast food and retail culture, the healthcare industry can 
signal a new relationship to healing and health.” 

Medical centers can create more than healing environments. The 
UT Southwestern Medical Center has all the elements needed to create 
an attractive, walkable community. Here is an opportunity for a single 
client/architect collaboration to kindle pedestrian-friendly, economically 
vibrant neighborhood growth. 

Ann Christensen teaches at UT Arlington’s School of Architecture.
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R E S O U R C E S  SITE, STREET AND MALL FURNISHINGS: Landscape Forms; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE (GARAGE): 

Gate Precast Co.; ROOFING: Johns Manville (Anchor Roofing); ROOF AND WALL PANELS: Alcoa Architectural 

Products (Trainor Glass Co.); WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: Marshfield DoorSystems; ENTRANCE AUTO 

DOORS: Stanley Access Technologies; GLASS: Oldcastle Glass; CURTAINWALL: Texas Wall Systems; STRUCTURAL 

GLASS: Innovative Structural Glass, Inc. (Premier Glass Products); TILE: Sigma Marble & Granite; AWNINGS: 

USA Canvas Shoppe; RADIATION SHIELDING: ETS Lindgren; LOBBY LIGHTING: LESCO Architectural Lighting; FABRIC 

CANOPY LIGHTING: Vision3 Lighting

TYPICAL CLINIC FLOOR PLAN
 1. ELEVATOR LOBBY
 2. WAITING AREA
 3. CLINIC
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MASTER PLAN
  OUTPATIENT BUILDING
  FUTURE CONSTRUCTION  
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Healthful Outlook
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P R O J E C T  Toyota Family Health Center, San Antonio

C L I E N T  Toyota Motor Manufacturing

A R C H I T E C T  Rehler Vaughn & Koone Inc.

D E S I G N  T E A M  Richard A. Keeler, AIA; Xavier Gonzalez, Assoc. AIA; Conrad D. Martinez; Albert Gonzales; 

James A. Polonis; Christina Davis; Kimberley Wolf

C O N T R A C T O R  Walbridge-Bartlett Cocke, Joint Venture

C O N S U L T A N T S  Lundy & Franke Engineering (structural); Pape-Dawson Engineers (civil); ms2 (MEP)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Chris CooperHealthful Outlook b y  J .  D O U G L A S  L I P S C O M B ,  A I A
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LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS of the new Toyota truck manufacturing facility 
on the south side of San Antonio, the Toyota Family Heath Center provides 
the automaker’s employees and their families with the full range of basic 
medical services. The architects sited the building in a meadow adjacent to 
a stand of brushy trees. When approaching the building from the parking 
area, the steel-framed porte-cochere, a metal-clad building wall, and a 
stucco screen wall all appear to radiate outward from the central rotunda, 
providing a dynamic and sculptural composition of intersecting geometric 
forms and materials set on a grassy plain. 

The program areas are organized within a simple box through which 
runs a day-lit spine that terminates in cylindrical elements at either end. 
Plentiful daylight enters the spine through a translucent, glazed roof, 
offering patients with a pleasant interior environment and an easily com-
prehended point of reference for the building’s spatial organization. In 
addition to serving the functional necessity of offering a wider circulation 
area near the entry point, the funnel shape of the circulation spine created 
by the skewed geometry of the enclosing walls serves to intensify the axial 
nature of the space through a visually forced perspective. 

The large rotunda at the north end of the circulation spine marks the 
building’s entrance and serves as a central waiting area for patients after 

they check in at the center’s main reception and prior to being sent to a 
specific care area. Services include primary medical and dental care, physi-
cal therapy, an eye center, a pharmacy, and an imaging center.The architects 
conceived of this large rotunda waiting space as “a contemporary rendi-
tion of the Texas front porch” in which patients could enjoy a sweeping 
180-degree view of the surrounding landscape through the rotunda’s 
east-facing, full-height glazing. 

The rotunda successfully reinterprets the Texas front porch as a place 
from which one can enjoy panoramic views, but the front porch’s other 
role, announcing the place of entry, seems to have posed a dilemma for 
the architects. To preserve the rotunda space as a room for waiting, the 
architects tucked the entry behind the rotunda relative to the parking 
area. Consequently, although the dynamic geometry of the rotunda and the 
porte-cochere is suggestive of the entrance and immediately catches one’s 
eye from the parking lot upon arrival in a vehicle, it is less obvious exactly 
where one enters the building itself. First-time visitors will be drawn to 
the glazed rotunda with the anticipation of finding the entrance, but will 
have to follow the curve of the rotunda wall before eventually encounter-
ing the front door. Fortunately, most of the building’s users will be repeat 
patients, who, with familiarity, will overcome this ambiguity. 
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The smaller rotunda at the other end of the central spine provides a 
termination to the public section of the spine and a transition to the back-
of-house administrative areas and employee entry. In comparison to the 
elegant larger rotunda, with its generous daylight and its expansive views 
of the landscape at the entrance end of the circulation spine, the terminus 
at the employee end of the spine seems somewhat anticlimactic.

In the physical therapy and dental-care areas especially, generous glaz-
ing allows for ample daylight and additional scenic views of the landscape. 
The ability to visually connect with the outdoors is undoubtedly calming to 
anyone undergoing treatment. The architects sensitively provided a stucco 
screen wall that encloses a modest courtyard visible through the window 
wall of the physical therapy area, thus simultaneously providing patients 
undergoing treatment with daylight and a view to nature while maintaining 
privacy. As seen from the dental-care areas, the landscape offers an inter-
esting juxtaposition between the manicured foreground consisting of lawn, 
rock, and boulder garden and planting beds in contrast to the more distant 
natural landscape. On a recent visit to the center, the director of dental care 
reported that patients found the environment with its pleasant daylight and 
views comfortable and reassuring and that the employees found the spaces 
to be highly functional, efficient, and ergonomically accommodating. 

The combination of exterior materials and forms, including the solid 
stucco screen wall and the light metal panel clad and glazed building 
envelope, are suggestive of an appropriate synthesis of traditional Span-
ish and Mexican-influenced San Antonio architecture and the modernity 
of automobile manufacturing. Appropriately on the interior, the skewed 
geometry of the building’s primary organizational device – the spine – also 
gives order to the interior ornamentation in both the pattern of white floor 
tiles that marches down the spine and through the rotunda, as well as the 
treatment of the ceiling pattern of the rotunda. Although not completely 
an uncommon use of the system today, the “floating” of the acoustical 
ceiling system in patient treatment areas through the introduction of 
a gap between the edge of the ceiling and the wall turns the otherwise 
typically uninspiring standard ceiling into an interesting sixth surface 
of the room. That simple expression of the ceiling is typical of what is the 
greatest virtue of the Toyota Family Health Center—the emphasis of a few 
dramatic gestures within an overall simple building form. Combining 
these gestures with modest innovations wrought in standard materials 
creates a pleasant and welcoming experience for the patients.

J. Douglas Lipscomb, AIA, practices with Marmon Mok in San Antonio.

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1. MAIN ENTRY
 2. PHARMACY
 3. PHARMACY DRIVE-THRU
 4. CLINIC
 5. DENTAL
 6. ADMINISTRATION
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R E S O U R C E S  GLAZED MASONRY UNITS: L&R Landscape, Inc.; ARCHI-

TECTURAL WOODWORK: KP Kabinets, Inc.; EXTERIOR INSULATION AND 

FINISH SYSTEMS: ParexLahabra, Inc.; ROOF AND WALL PANELS: Alpolic; 

METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: Dumas Hardware Company; GYPSUM BOARD 

FRAMING AND ACCESSORIES: Building Specialties (Amistad Construc-

tion); TILE: Crossville, Master Tile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong, 

Hunter Douglas (Amistad Construction); MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: 

KP Kabinets, Inc.; SHADES: Southwest Decor
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Reimagined Introvert
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Reimagined Introvert b y  T O D D  H A M I L T O N

P R O J E C T  Maverick Activities Center, Arlington

C L I E N T  The University of Texas at Arlington

A R C H I T E C T  Page Southerland Page in association with Hughes Group Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  Jeff Bricker, AIA; Wayne Hughes, AIA; Amado Fernandez, AIA; Julie Rusk, Assoc. AIA; Dick Robinson, AIA; 

William Echterling, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Hunt Construction Group

C O N S U L T A N T S  Page Southerland Page (MEP); Charles Gojer & Associates (structural and civil); Schirmer Engineering (fire pro-

tection); Cedrick Frank Associates (acoustics); JCL Landscape Architecture (landscape); Halford Busby (cost estimating)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Craig D. Blackmon, FAIA
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THE NEW MAVERICK ACTIVITIES CENTER at The University of Texas at Arling-
ton is among several new buildings erected on campus after a construction 
hiatus of many years. Last year the administration completed a revised 
master plan for the twenty-first century. The master plan, designed by 
Carter & Burgess of Fort Worth with Ayers Saint Gross of Washington, 
D.C.,guides the development patterns of future buildings, pedestrian 
circulation, and the landscape spaces in between. For much of its history 
as an urban university, UTA students lived elsewhere and commuted to 
campus for classes. But that image has transformed into an almost around-
the-clock environment with the addition of numerous privately funded 
apartment complexes on or near campus. The recently expanded Maver-
ick Activities Center also has helped broaden campus life. Completed in 
March, the project added 80,000 square feet and revamped the existing 
building’s 115,000 square footage, updating the original 1970s-era facil-
ity to a state-of-the-art complex for sports and exercise. Hughes Group of 
Virginia designed the project, with the Houston office of Page Southerland 
Page serving as architect of record.

The previous activities center was a massive, virtually windowless brick 
monolith containing large sport courts. Surrounded by parking lots and 
trees,  the interior was dark, with poorly lit halls and institutional-like 

facilities. Glazed terracotta tile in pastel colors, reminiscent of high school 
locker rooms, lined the hallways. Truly an introverted building, there 
was no visual connection with the outside at any level. The scope of the 
expansion project included addressing the building’s visual constraints 
by adding clerestory windows to the large volumes, covering the glazed-
block walls along the corridors, and wrapping pre-existing blank facades 
with outdoor sport courts (and an outdoor movie theater planned for the 
future). Handball courts have been modernized with frameless glass 
doors and better lighting. In the near future a rock-climbing wall will be 
installed adjacent to the handball courts.

Viewed from the exterior, the most visible improvement is the glass skin 
that now wraps the old activities center. With its new transparent facade, 
the Maverick Center addition is the antithesis of the old. Now the center 
is light and airy, and powerful in its architectural section. Sunlight basks 
the spaces during the day, and at night the building glows brilliantly like a 
beacon along Nedderman Drive. Nighttime activities are on display within 
the luminous interior where an elevated indoor running tracks encircles 
the sports courts and exercise rooms are filled with students, faculty, and 
alumni burning off calories. The ground floor of the addition contains 
the Department of Kinesiology, a branch cyber station, rooms for yoga, 
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aerobics, and martial arts, a long-overdue juice bar for the west side of the 
campus, and several new regulation-size sport courts. In response to the 
need for safe and secure campus facilities, card-swipe access is required 
for all who enter. 

The Maverick Center is visually aligned to a generous pedestrian spine 
that connects the campus with the pre-existing activities building. Ter-
minating this student spine is a grand staircase leading to a mezzanine 
with 360-degree visibility to the basketball courts, the street, and the 
campus beyond. Students use this space as a social corridor, with ample 
seating for individual privacy as well as small group seating. The second-
floor mezzanine is where serious exercise takes place. Huge galleries of 
treadmills, weight-lifting equipment, cardiovascular machines, etc. are 
open to the double-height volume and the street. A total of 20,000 sf is 
devoted to physical training and individual fitness. Large flat-screen TVs 
are placed throughout the building keeping everyone abreast of sports and 
politics. A video game room provides a social outlet for those who prefer 
to compete electronically. The outcome is a state-of-the-art, cybernetic-
enhanced environment that is extremely popular. No private fitness 
center in the Dallas-Fort Worth area can match the dynamic interior of 
this new facility.

The site relationship between the newly combined building footprint 
and the nearby campus buildings is less successful. Academic buildings 
need to be a part of the larger campus context while also maintaining 
an independent identity. The Maverick Center is unique in its purpose, 
and therefore is much different than a laboratory or classroom build-
ing. Architects must analyze this “fit” and carefully tailor the new to 
the existing environment. However, the main entrance, while visually 
prominent and bold, appears indifferent to its immediate surround-
ings and to the alignment of the street leading to it. Instead of offering 
pedestrians shelter from the sun and rain with a loggia or some other 
protective structure, students gathering in front of the new activities 
building encounter an open plaza that is too large, too hard, and too 
suburban in its setback from Nedderman Drive. Also, the landscape 
design is a freeform pattern of river rock with no geometric relationship 
to the Maverick Center,designed by Carter & Burgess of Fort Worth with 
Ayers Saint Gross of Washington, D.C.,

Symmetry drives the initial design parti with two-story glass wings 
flanking the entrance, although the blue low-emissivity glass curtain 
walls seem better suited for corporate office buildings than academic 
architecture. (Rumor has it that the blue color was selected to mimic 
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school colors.) Random residential-looking stone panels bookend the 
main glass entrance where classical cut-stone blocks might have been 
a more appropriate choice. However, none of these aesthetic aspects 
detract from the building’s vibrant interior and intense daily use.

Most UT Arlington campus buildings are big brick monoliths with 
rhythmic, punched window openings. These buildings are functional 
and pragmatic without the trappings of architectural history or style 
found at many older campuses. Each tends to mirror the architectural 
fashion of the era they were built, starting in the 1960s with Spanish 
Colonial capped with red tile roofs and embellished facades with arches, 
but clearly designed on a human scale. More recent buildings tended to 
be big if not huge, scaled in response to increasingly larger enrollments 
of the colleges and professional programs on campus. Trees, landscape, 
and walkways have served to mediate any significant differences in size 
and scale between buildings. Despite some contextual concerns, the new 
Maverick Center is a successful and welcomed addition to the campus life. 
It gives the students and faculty a first-class exercise/sports center like 
those found at flagship Texas universities.

Todd Hamilton is a Dallas architect and professor of architecture at UT Arlington.
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R E S O U R C E S  FENCES, GATES, AND HARDWARE: Ameristar Fence Products; MASONRY UNITS: Palestine Concrete Tile 

Co.; LIMESTONE: Texas Quarries; MASONRY VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Acme; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Basden Steel; EXPANSION JOINT 

COVERS: Balco; LAMINATES: Nevamar (Cabinet Crafters, Inc.); WATERPROOFING: Carlisle Residential; ROOF AND DECK 

INSULATION: GAF; ROOF AND WALL PANELS: Reynobond (Classic Architectural Products); METAL ROOFING: Pac-Clad; 

WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: Marshfield DoorSystems; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Kawneer; GLAZED CUR-

TAINWALL: Kawneer; GYPSUM BOARD FRAMING AND ACCESSORIES: Dietrich Metal Framing; TILE: Dal Tile (Fabulous Floors 

Inc.); ATHLETIC SURFACING: Robbins and Mondo (Ponder Company, Inc.); ACOUSTICAL WALL TREATMENTS: Acoustical 

Resources; CARPET: Lees (Fabulous Floors Inc.); GRILLES AND SCREENS: Ruskin Company; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: 

ASI Modulex; GYMNASIUM ACCESSORIES: Fair Play, Draper/EZ Fold, Sports Imports (John F. Clark Co., Inc.)

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
  PRE-EXISTING FOOTPRINT
 1. SPORT COURT
 2. RAQUETBALL COURT
 3. KINESIOLOGY 
 4. WOMEN’S LOCKERS
 5. MEN’S LOCKERS
 6. MULTIPURPOSE
 7. AUDITORIUM
 8. ADMINISTRATIVE SUITE
 9. COMPUTER CAFÉ

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
  PRE-EXISTING FOOTPRINT
 1. OPEN TO BELOW
 2. KINESIOLOGY
 3. GAMEROOM 
 4. PATIO
 5. AUDITORIUM
 6. WEIGHTS
 7. FITNESS
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P O R T F O L I O :  S E R V I C E  B U I L D I N G S

The design of the McAllen Convention Center integrates 

state-of-the-art technology with traditional architectural 

forms. Building materials including stone, brick, and clay 

tile reflect the cultural history of the Rio Grande Valley. 

The 170,000-square-foot Convention Center includes a 

60,000-square-foot exhibit hall, a 10,000-square-foot 

ballroom, referred to as the Monarch Room, and 15,000 

sf of meeting rooms. Designed by Thompson, Ventulett, 

Stainback & Associates, in association with Gignac 

Architects, the 175-acre convention center campus also 

includes a future 300-room headquarters hotel, a future 

2,500-seat performing arts center, a veterans’ memorial, 

over 600,000 square feet of retail space, and an oval 

park located at the center of the campus. The McAllen 

Convention Center received a Merit Award for Design in 

the Public Realm by the Texas chapter of the American 

Society of Landscape Architects. The landscape archi-

tect for the project, SWA Group, designed all exterior 

pedestrian pavements, special vehicular pavements, 

the palm courtyard, water features, outdoor lighting, 

grading, and planting. SWA Group also incorporated 

stormwater detention to respond to stormwater manage-

ment criteria and bioswales to aid in filtering run-off from 

the large parking areas.                                           

                                                      M E G A N  B R A L E Y

P R O J E C T  McAllen Convention Center, McAllen

C L I E N T  City of McAllen

A R C H I T E C T  Gignac Architects (architect of record); Thompson, 

Ventulett, Stainback & Associates (design architect)

D E S I G N  T E A M  Mike Ezell, AIA; Raymond Gignac, AIA; Jack Plaxco, 

AIA; Rob Svedberg, AIA; Jeff Wierenga, AIA; Paul Rybalka, AIA; 

Rolando Garza, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  SpawGlass Contractors

C O N S U L T A N T S  Halff Associates(civil); SWA Group Landscape Archi-

tects (landscape); Walter P. Moore (structural); CHPA (MEP); BAi, 

LLC (acoustics/AV); William Caruso & Associates (food service); TVS 

Interiors (interior design); FMG Design (graphics/signage)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Brian Gassel, TVS

SITE PLAN
 1 CONVENTION CENTER
 2 MAIN ENTRY DROP-OFF
 3 CLOCK TOWER
 4 BALLROOM DROP-OFF
 5 OVAL PARK WITH FOUNTAIN
 6 ARCADE
 7 FUTURE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
 8 FUTURE HOTEL
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R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS: Pacific Clay Products, Inc.; FENCES, GATES 

AND HARDWARE: Ametco Manufacturing; SITE, STREET, AND MALL FURNISH-

INGS: Landscape Forms; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Redondo 

Manufacturing; CAST STONE: Advanced Cast Stone; UNIT MASONRY WALL 

ASSEMBLIES: Valley Builders Supply, Inc.; GLUE-LAMINATED TIMBER: Struc-

tural Wood Systems; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: South Texas Woodmill 

Inc.; WATERPROOFING: DuPont Tyvek; BUILDING INSULATION: Owens Corning; 

ROOF TILES: Gladding McBean (Sechrist-Hall Co., Inc.); WOOD AND PLASTIC 

DOORS AND FRAMES: The Maiman Co. (Link & Assoc.); SPECIALTY DOORS: 

Cornell (Harlingen Door Co., Inc.); ENTRANCES: Kawneer; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: 

Naturalite Skylight Systems; GLASS : Viracon; GLAZED CURTAINWALL: 

Kawneer; TILE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL WALL TREATMENTS: Tectum, Inc.; PAINTS: 

Sherwin-Williams; CARPET: Axminster (Ulster Carpets); SIGNAGE: Esbee 

Sign Systems; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Moderco
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By many standards MBCI metal roofi ng has been green all along. Our 

metal roof panels are made from 25-35% recycled materials and when 

you build with steel you are using a 100% recyclable product. MBCI 

metal roof panels are durable with a long life expectancy that benefi ts 

both building owners and the environment by lowering the demand to 

produce replacement systems. And as a proud Energy Star partner, 

many of the MBCI Cool Roof colors have refl ectivity performance levels 

that meet Energy Star criteria at 2:12 pitch or greater. 

What’s the payoff? With lower energy costs and demands for replace-

ment systems, building green has economic benefi ts as well. Of 

course, when you support green building practices your project may 

qualify for LEED certifi cation which recognizes your commitment to 

environmental issues in your community, qualifi es your project for 

a growing list of state & local government initiatives and potentially 
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Look for the MBCI Seal and know that you are buying a high-quality, green product for your project.
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Our Custom Windows Have 
Helped Texas Architects Achieve 

Their Vision For 30 YEars.

800.940.9056   |   www.ramind.com

mezzaninesbydesign.com

Providing solutions for architects & engineers nationwide.

8827 Will Clayton Parkway - Humble, Texas  77338

800-881-6750

sales@mbdhouston.com

Custom Fabricated Structural Steel Mezzanines

Design  -  Fabrication  -  Installation

Turnkey Mezzanine and Catwalk Systems

Balfour Beatty Construction delivers our clients and industry partners
more than what is expected.  From our in-house dedicated
preconstruction professionals to the top talent of our operations team,
Balfour Beatty is leading the industry in construction management 
services.  Bench-strength, resources, relationships, accountability, and 
leadership - contact Balfour Beatty and learn how you can expect more
from your construction partner.

The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, TX
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The newly designed Leander Park and Ride facility 

provides bus service to the community and will function 

as the terminus to the new Capital Metro commuter rail 

line. McKinney Architects designed the transit facility to 

work efficiently for both buses and pedestrians, in order 

to encourage the use of the bus system as the public’s 

main method of transportation. Architects have designed 

a series of bus bays for each bus stop that surround a 

terminal building. The building includes Capital Metro 

offices and a restroom facility. A path winds around the 

building and functions as a way-finding system that eas-

ily leads people to the various bus terminals. The sleek 

design of each bus bay incorporates concrete piers with 

extended steel bars that support a cantilevered roof. The 

architects create a comfortable resting space for people 

as they await their next bus. The Leander Park and Ride 

was awarded the AIA Austin Citation of Honor Award for 

Design Excellence in 2007. 

M E G A N  B R A L E Y

Leander Park and Ride

R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS: Pavestone; UNIT MASONRY WALL ASSEMBLIES: Acme; 

ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK: Nucor Vulcraft Group; WATERPROOFING: BASF 

Construction Chemicals; MEMBRANE ROOFING: Polyglass; ROOF INSULATION: 

Atlas Roofing Corporation; GLAZED CURTAINWALL: EFCO Corp.; GYPSUM 

BOARD FRAMING AND ACCESSORIES: Dietrich Metal Framing; TILE: American 

Olean; TENSILE MEMBRANE STRUCTURES: Span Systems, Inc.

P R O J E C T  Leander Park and Ride, Leander

C L I E N T  Captial Metropolitan Transportation Authority

A R C H I T E C T  McKinney Architects

D E S I G N  TEAM Heather H. McKinney, FAIA; Charles A. York, AIA; Brian 

Carlson, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Solis Constructors

C O N S U L T A N T S  HDR/WHM (transportation engineer); Doucet & 

Associates (feasibility analysis); Associated Consulting Engineers 

(civil); Jaster-Quintanilla, Austin (structural); Tom Green & Company 

Engineers (MEP); Garcia Design, Inc. (landscape); fd2s (wayfind-

ing); Kroll (security)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  R. Greg Hursley Photography

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 PLAZA
 2 BREEZEWAY
 3 OFFICE
 4 RESTROOM
 5 BUS SHELTER 

1

3 42

5

5
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LUXURY ALUMINUM WINDOWS & DOORS

Fleetwood
Windows & Doors
FleetwoodUSA.com
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REGIONAL RESPONSE
Feature Projects

Mexican American Cultural Center, Austin »

Del Mar College Health Science & Emerging  »
Technology Center, Corpus Christi

Shangri La Botanical Gardens & Nature  »
Center, Orange

Doss Heritage & Culture Center of Parker  »
County, Weatherford

Mansfi eld Residence, El Paso »

Grace Chapel, Camp for All, Washington  »
County

Insight: METAL IN ARCHITECTURE

Margaret M. Alkek Building for Biomedical  »
Research for Baylor College, Houston

Portfolio: MIXED USE

6th + Brushy, Austin »
Blue Star Lofts, San Antonio »

COMING IN 
JULY/AUGUST. . . 
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I N S I G H T :  L I A B I L I T Y
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Lethal Weapons
Uif!offe!gps!fggfdujwf!dpnnvojdbujpo!opu.
xjuituboejoh-!SGJt!dbo!cf!wfsz!ijhi!sjtl!epdv.
nfout!cfdbvtf!uifz!bsf!pgufo!vtfe!gps!uif!mftt!
mfhjujnbuf!qvsqptf!pg!epdvnfoujoh!ps!bu!mfbtu!
dsfbujoh!uif!jmmvtjpo!pg!ofhmjhfodf!cz!uif!eftjho!
qspgfttjpobmt/!Uifz!bsf!bmnptu!bmxbzt!qsftfoufe!
xjui!b!efnboe!uibu!uif!botxfs!jt!offefe!bt!tppo!
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RFI Shootout
B y  G R A N T  A .  S I M P S O N ,  F A I A ,  A N D  J I M  A T K I N S ,  F A I A
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Misfires
RFIs can often be misused. Some examples include:

INNAPROPRIATE QUESTIONS 
An RFI may ask for the size of fasteners to attach sheathing on the building. This is a proprietary issue 
that is typically determined by the product manufacturer.

MEANS AND METHODS
Questions about means and methods are inappropriate unless the specifications have dictated such.  

Since the contractor should be the expert on means and methods, it follows that he is likely best suited to 
determine the appropriate solution to a troublesome condition. To facilitate this effort, AIA document G716, 
Request for Information provides for a “proposed solution” to be included by the sender. This usually gives 
the architect a viable option to immediately consider, and it is frequently chosen as the best solution.

SUBSTITUTION REQUEST
Contractors sometimes ask in an RFI if an alternate product model or manufacturer can be used instead 
of following the prescribed process for seeking substitution approval.

AMBIGUOUS ANSWERS
Asking a question over and over in a different manner and claiming the repeated RFIs infer that the previous 
questions were not adequately answered. 

BIASED REPORTING
The contractor’s RFI log will likely reveal that it is primarily designed to track the architect’s shortcomings 
in addition to the routing and answers to questions. The emergence of document management software has 
aided and enhanced this objective. In most project meetings these days between the owner, architect and 
contractor, reports from the RFI log are used to display the delinquency of the architect for all to see.

Interestingly, similar infractions by the contractor are seldom if ever tracked, documented, or displayed. 
An item such as the submittal schedule, which is necessary for the architect to schedule and coordinate 
the submittal review process, is infrequently produced by the contractor as required by contract. Similarly, 
very few architects or contractors track how timely the contractor’s submittals are relative to the submittal 
schedule.

INFLATED NUMBERS AND RESPONSE TIME 
Recently, some contractors have begun using an interesting approach that serves to artificially increase 
the number of RFIs.  For example, a contractor issues an RFI and the architect answers and returns it to 
the contractor the next day.  Two weeks later the contractor sends another RFI to the architect asking for 
confirmation of the prior answer.  The architect confirms the answer on the same day.  

The contractor’s web-based database now reflects that RFI 100 was originally issued to the architect 
on February 21 but apparently was not closed out with an acceptable answer until the second 
RFI 13 days later.  This technique serves to artificially inflate the number of RFIs 
and the apparent length of time the architect took to answer.

Another favored tactic to boost RFI count is to issue numerous RFIs 
asking essentially the same question.  For example, the slab edge is 
not dimensioned around an elevator shaft.  The contractor submits 
separate RFIs for each of the four slab edges. One RFI would 
have sufficed.

Many RFIs using these tactics would be considered 
“frivolous,” even though the information requested was 
necessary, simply because of the abusive way the RFI was 
submitted.
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It’s Like Comparing Apples to…

Oranges and Peaches and Pears and Grapes and Apples and…

When the Telemarketer Calls to Offer Cut-rate Insurance, Remember:
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It’s Like Comparing Apples to…

Oranges and Peaches and Pears and Grapes and Apples and…
Some insurance agents try to entice you with a single core benefit: low price. At McLaughlin Brunson Insurance Agency, we offer you a full menu of 
reasonably priced insurance products and services to create a customized solution that fits your budget and your risk appetite.
� 1� ��-!���� &!���&��!%)+(�%�����((!�()��%��'&#!�!�)
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When the Telemarketer Calls to Offer Cut-rate Insurance, Remember:

9535 Forest Lane, Suite 118, Dallas, Texas 75243
Phone: 214.503.1212 Fax: 214.503.8899
www.mclaughlinbrunson.com ����	���
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Grant A. Simpson, FAIA, serves as a consultant on project de-
livery for several international firms where his responsibilities 

How Many RFIs?
Contractors and owners frequently seek to make a claims issue based on the total 
RFIs on a project.  The overall quantity of RFIs is not necessarily a measure of the 
quality of the construction documents or the architect’s services.  They can just as 
easily reflect the poor quality of the contractor’s services or they may be an attempt 
to obtain clarifications that the contractor in the course of planning and coordinating 
the work should have made. An unsophisticated or inexperienced contractor may 
request more information than one with more resources and experience. The simple 
fact is that contractor-generated RFIs cannot be presumed to be valid.

It is the timing of the RFIs and the nature of the information requested that 
determine the impact to the project and not the total number.  RFIs are a common 
communication tool in the industry today, and the overall quantity is just as likely 
to be a measure of the way the contractor or construction manager administers the 
work rather than a measure of the quality of the construction documents or the 
architect’s services. 

Simply trying to cite statistics without presentation of RFI content and a detailed 
cause and effect analysis is no justification of damages or delays. Further, it is the 
timing of the RFIs and the nature of the information required as well as the cause 
and effect relationship that determines the impact to the project.

Obviously, the architect’s documents, if insufficient, can cause more RFIs. Just 
as obviously, insufficient contractor services, or intentional prospecting for RFIs by 
the contractor can result in even more RFIs.

However, be assured that contractors who do not want a large number of RFIs 
generally do not have a large number. They strive to find the information they 
need to construct the building without over-complicating the cumbersome and 
time-consuming RFI process. You will find that they employ some if not all of these 
approaches:

experienced employeess�
an effective Contractor’s Work Plans�
thorough researchs�
efficient meetingss�
effective trade coordinations�
early project buyouts�
early issue resolutions�
pre-installation conferencess�
good relationship with owner and architects�
claims avoidances�
The RFI process can be used to make money in excess of the contract instead of 

for its true intended purpose, but such actions do not yield the quality or efficiency 
that is otherwise possible. It is interesting that some contractors are not as concerned 
about their reputation or their track record in project delivery as they are with RFI 
proliferation. It would be interesting to see the results of a project where a primary 
objective of the project team was to have the fewest RFIs possible.

included construction documentation, project management, and 
loss prevention activities. He has served on the AIA Practice 
Management Advisory Group and currently serves on the AIA 
Risk Management Committee. 

James B. Atkins, FAIA, is a principal and chief risk management 
officer with HKS, Inc. He has served on the AIA Risk Management 
Committee and has chaired the Architect’s Handbook of Profes-
sional Practice, 14th Edition Revision Task Group.
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2 Unique Events Combining 
for 1 Powerful Showcase on 
the Latest Evolutions in: 
r�(SFFO�#VJMEJOH
r�4VTUBJOBCMF�%FTJHO
r�3FOFXBCMF�&OFSHZ
r�&OWJSPONFOUBM�1MBOOJOH
r�#VJMEJOH�*OGPSNBUJPO�.PEFMJOH
r�$POTUSVDUJPO�5FDIOPMPHZ
r�1SBDUJDF�.BOBHFNFOU�

Sustainable, Green and High-Performance 
Solutions for the Built Environment

Science & Technology for Architecture,
Engineering & Construction
Science & Technology for Architecture,
Engineering & Construction

CONFERENCE: .":������
�����
             EXHIBIT:  .":������
�����
 ANAHEIM CONVENTION CENTER
 ANAHEIM, CA

Register Today at:  www.EcobuildAmerica.com   |  www.AECST.com 

Held in Cooperation with:
r�4QFDJŅ�DBUJPOT�$POTVMUBOUT�JO�
*OEFQFOEFOU�1SBDUJDF�

r�(SFFO�.FDIBOJDBM�$PVODJM�
r�6�4��$PNNFSDJBM�4FSWJDF
�
6�4��%FQBSUNFOU�PG�$PNNFSDF

r�CVJMEJOH4."35��"MMJBODF

Gold Corporate Sponsor:
r�"VUPEFTL

Silver Corporate Sponsors:
r�4(�#MPDLT
r�64�$"%

Endorsed by:
r�ĳ� F�"NFSJDBO�*OTUJUVUF�PG�
"SDIJUFDUT�-PT�"OHFMFT�$IBQUFS

r�ĳ� F�-PT�"OHFMFT�$IBQUFS�PG�
ĳ� F�$POTUSVDUJPOT�4QFDJŅ�DBUJPOT�
*OTUJUVUF�

Where Ecology Meets Technology

®

®
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RECEIVE �  a money-back guarantee that you’ll take away at least three ideas to improve your practice

MEET �  all your annual CE requirements for Texas licensure and AIA membership

BE INSPIRED �  and challenged by TSA’s highest honors in the Texas architectural community

NETWORK � , share and celebrate with colleagues and essential business partners

VISIT �  Fort Worth’s newest landmarks and treasured gems of the past
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The release of Masonry Designer preceded this exciting building’s design, but its façade 
exemplifies the almost infinite range of patterns that this easy-to-use program allows.

Fort Worth Convention Center Expansion
architect Carter & Burgess, Fort Worth
design architect HOK, Dallas
general contractor Walker General Contractors, Fort Worth
masonry contractor ROC, Dallas

Please visit us on the internet: www.brick.com
or check the phone directory to contact your 

local Acme Brick Company sales office. 
Or please call 1-800-792-1234.

Pick, click, design with brick

Acme Brick introduces Masonry Designer, a powerful new tool for designing 
with brick and block. Now you can render your concepts with lifelike clarity 
using only a few clicks of your mouse. You can create an endless variety 
of wall patterns, freely mixing from the Acme Brick collection, Featherlite 
Burnished and Custom concrete masonry units, and dozens of mortar colors. 
Your imaginative artwork can then be printed, or even exported to AutoCAD.

Getting Started. 

After you launch 
Masonry Designer, 
please select the Help 
option for a quick 
guide to making 
the best use of this 
versatile program.

Click to download 
Masonry Designer 

at brick.com

Click to download 
Masonry Designer 

at brick.com
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Learn. Network. Grow.
�

4HE�3OCIETY�FOR�$ESIGN�!DMINISTRATION��
�3$!	�IS�A�PROFESSIONAL�ORGANIZATION��
COMPRISED�OF�ADMINISTRATIVE�PERSONNEL��
IN�THE�DESIGN�INDUSTRY��INCLUDING��
ARCHITECTURE��ENGINEERING��LANDSCAPE��
ARCHITECTURE��INTERIOR�DESIGN�AND�CONSTRUCTION�lRMS���&OR�OVER����
YEARS��WE�VE�PROMOTED�CONTINUING�EDUCATION��BEST�PRACTICES�IN�
THE�MANAGEMENT�OF�DESIGN�lRMS��AND�PROFESSIONAL�STANDARDS�FOR�
DESIGN�lRM�ADMINISTRATIVE�PERSONNEL�

3$!�ENHANCES�THE�PROFESSIONAL�DEVELOPMENT�AND�PERSONAL�
GROWTH�OF�ITS�MEMBERS�AND��AS�A�RESULT��THE�DEVELOPMENT�AND�
GROWTH�OF�THEIR�RESPECTIVE�lRMS��3$!�ACCOMPLISHES�THIS�THROUGH�
A�HOST�OF�NETWORKING�OPPORTUNITIES��BOTH�IN�PERSON�AND�ONLINE��
AND�BY�PROVIDING�EDUCATIONAL�RESOURCES�IN�THE�AREAS�OF�&INANCE��
(UMAN�2ESOURCES��)NFORMATION��
4ECHNOLOGY��-ARKETING���
/FlCE�!DMINISTRATION��AND��
0ROJECT�-ANAGEMENT�

4O�LEARN�MORE�ABOUT�THE��
BENElTS�OF�3$!�AND�TO��
OBTAIN�INFORMATION�ON��
BECOMING�A�MEMBER���
VISIT�US�ONLINE�AT��
WWW�SDADMIN�ORG
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Providing software solutions for
architects and engineers.

Project Planning
Project Management Tools

Time and Expense
Billing

Accounting 
Client Relationship Management (CRM) 

Proposal Automation
Purchasing 

Forms 254/255 and SF330 

All integrated in a single web enabled software.

William C. Ross, President
Toll Free: 866-437-3498

Voice: (281) 437-3458          Fax: (281) 416-9545
E-mail: wross@pstcinc.net    Cell: (281) 513-2458

2440 Texas Parkway, Ste. 202, Missouri City, Texas 77489

DELTEK
VISION

(COMPLETELY

WEB ENABLED)

DELTEK

ADVANTAGE

DELTEK
SEMA4

Professional Services 
Technical Consultants, Inc.(PSTC)

is your Authorized Deltek Partner

Roberto C. Garcia, ASLA
landscape Architect

Garcia Design, Inc.
Landscape Architecture & Land Planning

7500 Rialto Blvd.
Bldg.  1
Suite 240
Austin, TX 78735

Phone  512-892-0353
Fax  512-899-0655

Email  rgarcia@garciadesigninc.net
Website  garciadesigninc.net

Custom Reprints

Let your reprints do the 
advertising for you!

Handouts at trade shows,   á
meetings, and events

Direct mail to clients   á
and prospects

Press releases and media     á
packages

Office display á

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 6

Mission Expressed

To order your custom reprint, contact Andrea Exter at (512) 478-7386 or publisher@texasarchitect.org.
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T R E N D S  O F  T H E  T R A D E

for  interior  designers & architects
�"!'�!(�!����(��'�"!

For all your continuing education needs,
call 1 800 264 9605 or visit us online at www.DesignArts.Net

Projects by Texas Firms Awarded by Tilt-Up Group
The Tilt-up Concrete Association (TCA) recognized the work of 
two Texas firms in the national organization’s 2008 Achievement 
Awards program. Four of the award-winning projects were de-
signed by Powers Brown Architecture of Houston. The firm also 
received TCA’s Irving Gill Distinguished Architect Award in this 
year’s awards program. The other award-winning Texas project was 
designed by Fields & Associates Architects of Austin. In all, 40 
projects were honored among the 105 entries reviewed by a panel 
of 13 judges representing TCA’s membership. 
Powers Brown Architecture’s winning projects were:

Petrol Valves Office/Warehouse s� (warehouse/distribution category) 
Working with a limited budget and tight timeline, developers for 
this warehouse and office facility established a U.S. presence 
for the Italian-based manufacturer/distributor of large valves.
Pinch Office and Warehouse facility s� (warehouse/distribution cate-
gory) The office and warehouse facilities of the third-party ship-
per were built using the tilt-up method, in order to minimize 
the noise created by a nearby major airport. This method also 
ensured efficient use of the office and warehouse space. 
Tornier USA Headquarterss�  (warehouse/distribution category) The 
site of the France-based facility faced the problem of exces-
sive sun exposure. A linear canopy element and angular tilt-up 
walls were incorporated into the design to provide shade on the 
southern and western ends of the facility.
Marshall, Neil & Pauley Corporate Headquarterss�  (corporate head-
quarters complex category) The headquarters of the industrial 
HVAC equipment manufacturer was designed using tilt-up to 
create an efficient workspace and a showroom. 

Fields & Associates Architects’ winning project was:
Wiley Middle School s� (educational category) The 176,000-square-
foot, energy-efficient school for Leander  ISD was designed us-
ing the tilt-up method and built on a fast-track schedule.

Projects by Texas Firms Awarded ASLA Honor Awards 
The American Society of Landscape Architect’s Texas Chapter 
presented 29 professional awards to Texas projects. Frontier Tex-
as by Christopher Miller in Dallas was honored with the Award 
of Excellence. Twelve projects received Honor Awards: Dell Chil-
dren’s Medical Center of Central Texas by TBG Partners, Austin; 
Brays Bayou Recreation Greenway by SWA Group, Houston; Oak 
Court by Mesa Design Group, Dallas; The Pool House by Hocker 
Design Group, Dallas; Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort and Spa 
by TBG Partners, Austin; Flag Pole Hill Historic Restoration by 
Jacobs Carter Burgess, Dallas; Leaves Imagination by HNTB, Dal-
las; Town Lake Park by TBG Partners, Austin; Donley Safety Rest 
Area by David Baldwin, Plano; Bryant Park by Mesa Design Group, 
Dallas; Creating Connections 2007 Trail Plan by Halff Associates, 
Austin; and University Drive Pedestrian Improvements Master 
Plan by Schrickel Rollins, Arlington.
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T R E N D S  O F  T H E  T R A D E

OFFICES STATEWIDE

866.722.2547

rkci.com

• Engineering

• Environmental

• Facilities

• Geotechnical

• Infrastructure

• Testing

Chicago
Minneapolis  

Dallas  

312 944 8230 
612 339 5958
214 747 8300

schulershook.com

 
 
 

For more information on how to submit visit http://texasarchitect.org/publications_submittals.php
or contact Andrea Exter, Associate Publisher at 512.478.7386 or publisher@texasarchitect.org

9CPV�C�UJQV�CV�
VJG�EQXGT!

Submit your projects for publication

9CPV�C�UJQV�CV�

Submit your projects for publication
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Three Texas Projects Win residential architect Awards
The ninth annual residential architect Design Awards were 
presented to three Texas projects among the 36 award-win-
ning projects. Stonehenge Residence, located in Austin, re-
ceived the Merit award in the renovation category. The project 
was designed by Juan Miró, AIA and Miguel Rivera, AIA of 
Miró Rivera Architects. Prototype Infill Housing: Throckmor-
ton Site, located in Dallas, received a Merit award in the mul-
tifamily category. The project was designed by Edward M. 
Baum, FAIA of Edward M. Baum FAIA, Architect. Pizza Porch, 
located in Dallas, also received a Merit award in the outbuild-
ing category. The project was designed by Dan Shipley, FAIA 
of Shipley Architects. More than 1,300 entries were received 
in 15 categories. The jury comprised of six distinguished ar-
chitects bestowed one Judges’ award, 18 Merit awards, 16 
Grand awards, and one Project of the Year. 

First Green Residential Remodeling Guidelines Launched
The American Society of Interior Designers Foundation and 
the U.S. Green Building Council launched the nation’s first 
green residential remodeling guidelines at a press conference 
held in New Orleans on March 14. Referred to as REGREEN 
Guidelines, the program is designed to provide profession-
als and homeowners with the resources and tools necessary 
to make their home remodeling projects ecologically aware. 
The guidelines can be applied to a variety of projects ranging 
from remodeling a kitchen to executing a full-scale renova-
tion. The market for residential remodeling has topped $200 
billion per year and is projected to double within the next 
five years. As homeowners are increasingly considering family 
health and well-being, rising energy costs, and the environ-
ment, the REGREEN Guidelines teach people how to reduce 
energy use and lower utility bills, as well as ways of reduc-
ing carbon footprints. The REGREEN Guidelines are accom-
panied by case studies and address the major elements of 
green renovation projects, including the site of the home, 
water efficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials and re-
sources, and indoor environmental quality. Access a full list 
of the REGREEN Guidelines at www.regreenprogram.org or 
www.thegreenhomeguide.org. 

Updated ASID Web Site Serves As a Tool For Designers
The American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) has cre-
ated a new, redesigned Web site developed through the col-
laboration of ASID members and consumers. Design profes-
sionals can now use the product finder, access up-to-date 
information on current issues such as sustainability and uni-
versal design, and read about design legislation. The site also 
provides the newest research on the impact of interior design 
in our daily lives. Visit www.asid.org for more information.
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Murray Legge, AIA, is a principal of LZT Architects in Austin.

ObuvsfÖt!Txbz
Rocking in the wind with the trees, a rustic outdoor chapel suggests openness to all beliefs
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For five decades, SWA Group has been a world leader in landscape architecture, 
planning and urban design. Our projects have received over 500 awards and have 
been showcased in over 50 countries. Talk to us about how we can help you create 
a project that meets the needs of people while enhancing sustainability.

Landscape Architecture
Planning

Urban Design

SWA Dallas: 214.954.0016
SWA Houston: 713.868.1676 swagroup.com

The Art of Design Meets
the Considerations of

Society and Sustainability.

Victory Park & Victory Projects
Dallas, Texas

McAllen Convention Center
McAllen, Texas

CyFair College
Cypress, Texas
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Versatile Arriscraft Stone delivered striking colors and finishes to express diverse user activities in this 

recreational center. Rough or sm
ooth, stacked or running bond, w

ith an im
aginative palette, Arriscraft 

is crafted w
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30 standard colors

dressed, rustic saw
n, 

rockface textures

standard m
asonry 

installation practices

sealing not required

lifetim
e w

arranty

custom
 colors available

 

blacksonbrick.com
   

214-855-5051   
info@

blacksonbrick.com
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