


WHEN IT COMES TO SCHOOLS,
WE’VE DONE OUR HOMEWORK.

The Vistawall Group
A BlueScope Steel Company

Mary Gates Hall
University of Washington

Seattle, WA

Distinguished by our ability to offer a 

complete exterior package, including 

curtain walls, entrances, storefronts, 

windows, skylights and translucent panel

systems, The Vistawall Group has supplied

innovative school and university construction

projects across the country. When you plan

your next educational project, go with a 

single-source supplier that already has done

its homework.  

For more information, call 

us today at 800.869.4567, 

or visit www.vistawall.com.

Long Elementary
Terrell, TX
Claycomb Associates

Empire College
Santa Rosa, CA
Glass Architects

Performing Arts Center
Terrell, TX High School
Claycomb Associates
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Hendrickson High School, Pflugerville
Original Texas Stone and 
Grey Modular Cultured Limestone #1400 
Architect: SHW Group, Austin
Masonry Contractor: P & S Masonry, Hamilton
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While working on PVAM’s architecture school, the designer taught lessons about the process

Rotondi’s design encourages collaboration among Prairie 

View’s students; photo by Paul Hester.
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Austin
MWPC

1214 W. 6th Street, Suite 102   Austin 78703

512-472-0955

Corpus Christi
800-698-6618   361-814-7000

Dallas/Coppell
425 Airline Drive, Suite 200   Coppell 75019

800-888-3667   972-304-1200

Fort Worth
4455 Camp Bowie Rd., #110  Fort Worth 76107

800-955-9667   817-737-8877

Fredericksburg
603 RR 2093, Suite 1103

Tivydale Business Park   Fredericksburg 78624

830-685-3420

Houston
MWPC Lone Star

16002 Tomball Pkwy.   Houston 77086

800-934-3502   281-440-9090

Longview
1747 W. Loop 281   Longview 75604

800-288-3667   903-759-9675

Lubbock
5920 66th Street   Lubbock 79424

806-745-3363

McAllen   Brownsville   Laredo 
Fredericksburg   Kerrville

800-698-6618

San Antonio
814 Arion Pkwy., #109   San Antonio 78216

800-698-6618   210-494-8889

Flagstaff
928-226-0699

Phoenix
4346 E. Elwood, #102  Phoenix, Arizona 85040

800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Tucson
800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Shreveport
318-869-4220

For more information, please 

visit one of the centers listed below.

T H O R N T R E E

slate.marble.granite
F R O M  T H E great quarries O F  T H E  W O R L D

Supplying architects with the finest natural stone selection for 27 years.

Showroom & Warehouse
10105 West Gulf Bank. Houston, Tx. 77040 
(713) 690-8200 www.thorntreeslate.com



TEXAS ARCHITECT              1-07

The right windows and doors help bring your 

plans to life beautifully. Specify Marvin and you’re 

assured of complete design flexibility and better-

performing windows and doors with superior aesthetics.  

That includes furniture-grade interiors, consistent sight lines and  

the tightest tolerances possible.

Your source for Marvin Windows in Texas.  
Visit www.bmcwest.com.

You can already tell exactly what kind of house it’s going to be.

©2006 Marvin Windows and Doors.  All rights reserved.  ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors.
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Shown from the vantage point of the roof of the George R. Brown Convention Center, the future downtown park will stretch 

across three blocks to offer abundant green space. ‘Discovery Green’ is expected to be completed in early 2008.

Work Begins on ‘Discovery Green’
at Prime Downtown Houston Site
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The writer is associate publisher of Texas Architect.
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For over 30 years, MBCI has continually set the standards in metal roof and wall systems with 
rigorously tested, superior quality products. Now, our vast offering bears the only certifi ed 
premium Seal in the industry so you know it is backed by MBCI. Our seasoned pros understand 
your building philosophy, accommodate your needs, and are dedicated to help you exceed 
your goals. Know what you are buying. Look for the Seal. Call 877.713.6224 or go online to 
www.mbci.com/ta and fi nd out how the MBCI Seal can assure success on your next project. 

M B C I  C E R T I F I E D.  T H E  N E W  S T A N D A R D.

16 MBCI locations to serve you:  Houston, TX 877.713.6224 | Adel, GA 888.446.6224 | Atlanta, GA 877.512.6224 | Atwater, CA 800.829.9324 | Dallas, TX 800.653.6224 

Indianapolis, IN 800.735.6224 | Lubbock, TX 800.758.6224 | Memphis, TN 800.206.6224 | Oklahoma City, OK 800.597.6224 | Omaha, NE 800.458.6224 | Phoenix, AZ 

888.533.6224 | Richmond, VA 800.729.6224 | Rome, NY 800.559.6224 | Salt Lake City, UT 800.874.2404 | San Antonio, TX 800.598.6224 | Tampa, FL 800.359.6224

A NCI Building Systems company listed on the NYSE as NCS

The company that set the standards 
 now defi nes them for everyone.        
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At Pointe du Hoc in Normandy, France, teams from the Center for Heritage Conservation at Texas A&M University have 

been recording and analyzing the battle-scared remains of the site of one of D-Day’s most heroic assaults. Among 

their findings at Gun Emplacement Number One was evidence of allied shelling and bombing in the days before June 

6, 1944. The site is among the topics set for a symposium on the A&M campus scheduled March 2-3.
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Symposium in March at A&M Examines 
Conservation of Texas’ WWII Heritage
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The writer is a professor at Texas A&M University’s College of 
Architecture and director of the A&M’s Center for Heritage Con-
servation. He also is a contributing editor of Texas Architect.
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The Dallas program included studio reviews at the offices of host firm Good Fulton & 

Farrell Architects. Team members Amy Cho, Richard Gilliland and Nolan Bradshaw par-

ticipated in the design of a master plan for part of Deep Ellum east of the downtown.
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Education Meets Practice in 
Tech’s ‘Practicum + Studio’
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Houston’s Intermodal Center and Multimodal Terminal was the focus of the summer semester’s program. Houston team 

members North Keeragool, Taylor Currell, and Crisol Negron conceived the solution for the future facility.
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$W�%HOO ZH�QHYHU�JLYH�\RX�VRPHRQH�HOVH·V�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP��,QVWHDG��ZH�XVH�RXU
NQRZ�KRZ�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�WR�WDLORU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�VHUYLFH�WKDW·V�MXVW�ULJKW�IRU�\RX�
$QG�WKHUH·V�D�JRRG�FKDQFH�ZH·OO�VDYH�\RX�PRQH\�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�

Broadest protection for the design professional
%HOO�UHSUHVHQWV�GHVLJQ�ILUPV�RI�DOO�VL]HV��IURP�RQH�SHUVRQ�ILUPV�WR�ODUJH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
+LJKOLJKWV�RI�DYDLODEOH�FRYHUDJH�IHDWXUHV�LQFOXGH�
��%URDG�FRYHUDJH�IRU�SROOXWLRQ�DQG
DVEHVWRV�OLDELOLW\

��5HPRYDO�RI�WKH�´+DPPHU�&ODXVHµ
IURP�FRQVHQW�WR�VHWWOH

��2SWLRQDO�ILUVW�GROODU�GHIHQVH

You’re in charge
7KH�%HOO�DSSURDFK�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�\RX�DUH�WKH�GHVLJQ�SURIHVVLRQDO��7KXV��ZH�GRQ·W�GLFWDWH
SUDFWLFH�DV�VRPH�RWKHU�EURNHUV�PD\�GR��:H�XVH�D�KDQGV�RII�VW\OH�ZKLFK�DOZD\V�OHDYHV�\RX�LQ
FKDUJH��ZKLOH�VWLOO�SURYLGLQJ�WKH�VHUYLFH�\RX�H[SHFW��LQFOXGLQJ�FRQWUDFW�UHYLHZV�

You may enjoy substantial savings
1XPHURXV�UDWH�FUHGLWV�PD\�EH�DYDLODEOH�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�ORZHULQJ�\RXU�LQVXUDQFH�FRVWV�
<RX�PD\�DOVR�TXDOLI\�IRU�D�XQLTXH�SURILW�VKDULQJ�SODQ�RIIHUHG�E\�RQH�RI�RXU�LQVXUHUV��
7KLV�SODQ�UHWXUQV�PDQ\�PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�WR�GHVLJQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�HDFK�\HDU�
:K\�SD\�PRUH"

Eliminate the guesswork
,W·V�HDV\��-XVW�DOORZ�XV�WR�PDNH�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHYLHZ�RI�\RXU�SUHVHQW�FRYHUDJH��
2I�FRXUVH�WKHUH·V�QR�FRVW��1R�REOLJDWLRQ�HLWKHU�
<RXU�%HOO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�ZLOO�DOVR�SURYLGH�UDWH�TXRWDWLRQV�SURPSWO\��5HPHPEHU��
:H·UH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�VHUYLQJ�SURIHVVLRQDOV��&DOO�%\URQ�-RKQVRQ��&3&8��&,& LQ�RXU�'DOODV
RIILFH�RU�*OHQQ�:LOVRQ��&K)&��&,&��$50 LQ�RXU�+RXVWRQ�RIILFH�

����\HDU�SROLFLHV�IRU�TXDOLI\LQJ�ILUPV
��$JJUHJDWH�GHGXFWLEOH�RSWLRQV
��2SWLRQDO�GHIHQVH�FRVWV�RXWVLGH�OLPLWV�RI�OLDELOLW\
��&RYHUDJH�IRU�'HVLJQ�%XLOG�SURIHVVLRQDO�VHUYLFHV
��6LPSOLILHG�DSSOLFDWLRQV

<RXU
SURIHVVLRQDO
OLDELOLW\�
QHHGV�DUH
XQLTXH�
<RXU�LQVXUDQFH�VKRXOG�EH��WRR�

������'DOODV�3DUNZD\�����6XLWH���������'DOODV��7;������
����������������������������������)$;������������������ZZZ�HEHOOJURXS�FRP

�����3RVW�2DN�3ODFH�����6XLWH���������+RXVWRQ��7;������
�����������������)$;������������������ZZZ�HEHOOJURXS�FRP

<RXU
SURIHVVLRQDO
OLDELOLW\�
QHHGV�DUH
XQLTXH�
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M A R Y A L I C E  T O R R E S - M A C D O N A L D

MaryAlice Torres-MacDonald is an associate professor in Texas 
Tech University’s College of Architecture.
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Featured in the May/June 2006 Texas Architect, Miró 

Rivera’s Pedestrian Bridge was also honored with a 2006 

TSA Design Award.

Texas A&M Jack E. Brown Engineering Bldg.
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Mpoepo/!Qspkfdut!ipopsfe!jo!uif!dpnqfujujpo!
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San Antonio Announces Design Awards 
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I V O N N E  L E V I N ,  A I A

The writer chaired AIA Fort Worth’s Excellence in Architecture 
Committee in 2006.

Nedderman Mixed-Use DevelopmentLee Elementary School

Ryan YMCA

Good Shepherd Catholic Community

Modular Learning Facility

N E W S

Weldon Hafley Development Center
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National Trust Awards Two Sites in Texas Heritage Documentation Programs 
The Heritage Documentation Programs, a division of 
the National Park Service, seeks qualified applica-
tions for summer positions documenting historic 
sites and structures of architectural, landscape, 
and technological significance. Visit www.cr.nps.
gov/hdp/jobs/summer.htm or contact Judy Davis at 
(202) 354-2135. Deadline is JAN. 15

Submittals Due for COTE Green Projects Awards 
The AIA Committee on the Environment is accepting 
online submittals for the 2007 COTE Top Ten Green 
Projects awards program. To submit a project, go to 
www.aiatopten.org. For more  information, contact 
Marsha Garcia at (202) 626-7488 or at mgarcia@
aia.org. Deadline is JAN. 17

Dallas Architecture Forum Hosts Patrons Panel 
The DAF presents a panel featuring architecture 
patrons Emily Rauh Pulitzer, Raymond Nasher, and 
Howard Rachofsky at the Dallas Museum of Art. 
Robert Campbell, Pulitzer Prize-winning architecture 
critic for The Boston Globe, will moderate the dis-
cussion. For more information, call (214) 764-2406 
or visit www.dallasarchitectureforum.org. JAN. 17

RDA Sponsors Talks on Design in the Mainstream
“Design Goes Mainstream” is a series of four lectures 
presented by the Rice Design Alliance exploring why 
and how design permeates everyday life through 
commonplace objects. The first lecture will feature 
Suzanne Trocmé, special projects editor of Wallpaper 
magazine. All lectures begin at 7 p.m. in the Brown 
Auditorium at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
(enter via the Main Street door). Call (713) 348-
4876 or access more information at www.rda.rice.
edu. Series begins JAN 17

Registration Forms Posted for TAMU Symposium
Texas A&M University’s Center for Heritage Conser-
vation will host the eighth annual Historic Preserva-
tion Symposium scheduled March 2–3 in College 
Station. Registration forms for the symposium will be 
available on the Center’s Web site at archone.tamu.
edu/chc by the end of January. For more information, 
call (979) 845-0384. JAN. 31. 

Maya Lin: Art and Architecture at the Menil
The Menil Collection and Rice University’s Depart-
ment of Art History present a lecture by Maya Lin as 
part of the lecture series “Architecture and Muse-
ums.” The lecture will take place at the Menil at 7 
p.m. Admission is free to the public, but tickets are 
required. Call (713) 525-9400 or visit www.menil.
org for more information. FEB. 2
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2007 AIA Convention to Spotlight San Antonio
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Amarillo International Airport Expansion 
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S T U D I O

UTenSAils: A Design-Develop-Build Project

b y  M A H E S H  B .  S E N A G A L A

Students at UTSA learn about managing, funding, and building tensile membrane projects
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of Architecture. The realized project of tensile membrane structure closely resembles 

the design as envisioned by the class. All images are courtesy of the author.“UTenSAils” continued on page 23
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Ifoeff!Foufsqsjtft<!Ijsbplb!boe!Dp/<!Ipnf!Efqpu<!Mbxsfodf!Dbmwfuuj-!QF<!MpxfÖt<!
Nfmjbs!Eftjho<!Sjdi!Uipstufo-!QF<!Spcfsu!Ibsqfs-!BJB-!QF<!Spotubo!Joufsobujpobm<!
Wfstfjebh!Tffnff!V/T/<!X/M/!Hpsf!boe!Bttpd/<!boe!Xbzof!Sfoefmz-!QF/

A second permanent installation of tensile membrane structure serves as an entrance canopy. 

Specialized software was used to design and fabricate the components that students cut and 

stitched at workshops whose owners helped sponsor the project.

“UTenSAils” continued from page 21
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UIF!Ufybt!tdippmipvtf!jt!fwpmwjoh!joup!tpnfuijoh!ofx!boe!ej�fsfou!bu!
uif!cfhjoojoh!pg!uif!uxfouz.ßstu!dfouvsz!bt!uif!tubufÖt!cvshfpojoh!hspxui!
ibt!gvfmfe!bo!joufotf!cvjmejoh!dbnqbjho/

Pwfs!uif!qbtu!fjhiu!zfbst-!tdippm!ejtusjdut!ibwf!fyqboefe!gbdjmjujft!jo!
uifjs!tusvhhmf!up!lffq!vq!xjui!esbnbujd!jodsfbtft!jo!tdippm.bhf!qpqvmb.
ujpo/!Tvcvscbo!ejtusjdut-!jo!qbsujdvmbs-!fyqfsjfodfe!tjhojßdbou!jodsfbtft!
jo!fospmmnfou/!Cfuxffo!2:9:!boe!3112-!Tbo!BoupojpÖt!uxp!mbshftu!ejtusjdut!
hsfx!cz!43!qfsdfou<!uif!uisff!mbshftu!tvcvscbo!ejtusjdut!jo!uif!Ebmmbt.Gpsu!
Xpsui!bsfb!jodsfbtfe!cz!61!qfsdfou<!boe!IpvtupoÖt!uisff!cjhhftu!tvcvscbo!
ejtusjdut!nvtisppnfe!cz!b!xipqqjoh!74!qfsdfou/!Fospmmnfou!jo!uif!tubufÖt!
gpvs!nbkps!vscbo!tdippm!ejtusjdut!fyqboefe!cz!b!dpnqbsbujwfmz!npeftu!32!
qfsdfou!evsjoh!uijt!tbnf!qfsjpe/!Uif!Ebmmbt!Joefqfoefou!Tdippm!Ejtusjdu!

Ofx!Ebmmbt!Tdippmt
With funds from a $1.37 billion bond program, DISD builds to accommodate its growing enrollment

mfe!uif!hspxui!pg!UfybtÖ!mbshftu!djujft-!xjui!b!41.qfsdfou!jodsfbtf!jo!tuvefou!
qpqvmbujpo/

Uijt!voqsfdfefoufe!hspxui!ibt!sftvmufe!jo!pof!pg!uif!nptu!bncjujpvt!
qvcmjd!cvjmejoh!qsphsbnt!jo!sfdfou!nfnpsz/!Tjodf!2:::-!uif!tubufÖt!21!mbsh.
ftu!tdippm!ejtusjdut!ibwf!tvddfttgvmmz!qbttfe!cpoe!sfgfsfoevnt!upubmjoh!
pwfs!%6/5!cjmmjpo-!xijdi!qspwjefe!gvoejoh!gps!uif!dpotusvdujpo!pg!npsf!uibo!
211!ofx!tdippmt-!bt!xfmm!bt!sfopwbujpot!boe!beejujpot!bu!bhjoh!dbnqvtft/!
Npsf!uibo!ibmg!pg!uiftf!ofx!tdippmt!bsf!cfjoh!cvjmu!cz!uif!uisff!mbshftu!
ejtusjdut!jo!UfybtÒ3:!ofx!tdippmt!cz!Ipvtupo!JTE-!32!cz!Ebmmbt!JTE-!boe!
22!cz!Dzqsftt.Gbjscbolt!JTE!po!IpvtupoÖt!opsui!tjef/!Uif!ofx!tdippmt!jo!
Ebmmbt!xfsf!gvoefe!cz!b!%2/48!cjmmjpo!cpoe!qsphsbn!jo!3113-!pof!pg!uif!
tubufÖt!mbshftu!dbqjubm!sfgfsfoevnt!gps!qvcmjd!tdippmt/
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Gpvs!zfbst!joup!uif!Ebmmbt!JTE!cpoe!qsphsbn-!nvdi!ibt!cffo!bddpn.
qmjtife/!Tjyuffo!pg!uif!32!ofx!tdippmt!bsf!pqfo-!uisff!bsf!dvssfoumz!voefs!
dpotusvdujpo-!boe!uxp!bsf!jo!eftjho/!Tjnjmbs!qsphsftt!jt!sfqpsufe!po!uif!
sfnbjoefs!pg!uif!qsphsbn-!jodmvejoh!beejujpot!up!68!tdippmt!)sbohjoh!jo!
tj{f!gspn!b!iboegvm!pg!sppnt!up!279-111!trvbsf!gffu!pg!ofx!tqbdf*-!sfopwb.
ujpot!up!pwfs!311!tdippmt-!boe!uif!beejujpo!pg!dmbttsppnt!bu!32!fmfnfoubsz!
tdippmt!gps!uif!ejtusjduÖt!Fbsmz!Dijmeippe!Fevdbujpo!qsphsbn/!EJTE!
diptf!qsphsbn!nbobhfnfou!bt!uif!efmjwfsz!nfuipe!gps!uijt!nbttjwf!boe!
dpnqmfy!cpoe!qsphsbn-!xpsljoh!xjui!uisff!ßsnt!Ñ!Bvtujo!Dpnnfsdjbm-!
Kbdpct0Qfhbtvt-!boe!ENKN!Ñ!up!nbobhf!uif!ofx!dpotusvdujpo!bt!xfmm!bt!uif!
fyqbotjpot!boe!sfopwbujpot!pg!wjsuvbmmz!fwfsz!tdippm!jo!uif!tztufn/!

Bsdijufdut!tfmfdufe!up!eftjho!uif!27!ofx!fmfnfoubsz!tdippmt-!gpvs!
njeemf!tdippmt!boe!uif!tjohmf!ofx!ijhi!tdippm!xfsf!qspwjefe!cz!uif!ejtusjdu!
xjui!bo!Ófevdbujpobm!tqfdjßdbujpoÔ!epdvnfou!qsfqbsfe!jo!3112!cz!Iffsz!
Joufsobujpobm!boe!EfKpoh!'!Bttpdjbuft-!b!tusbufhjd!tdippm!qmboojoh!boe!
qsphsbnnjoh!ßsn!cbtfe!jo!Pijp/!Uiftf!qsphsbn!epdvnfout!Ñ!pof!gps!
fbdi!uzqf!pg!tdippm!Ñ!qspwjefe!uif!bsdijufdut!xjui!b!wjubm!mjol!cfuxffo!
tubufnfout!pg!fevdbujpobm!qsphsbnnjoh!boe!uif!cvjmejoh!tqfdjßdbujpot/!
Uif!fmfnfoubsz!tdippm!qsphsbn-!gps!fybnqmf-!fnqibtj{fe!uif!jnqpsubodf!
gps!tuvefout!up!cf!jousjotjdbmmz!npujwbufe!up!bobmz{f!qspcmfnt-!gpsnvmbuf!
dsfbujwf!tpmvujpot-!boe!dpnnvojdbuf!uifjs!jefbt!cpui!wfscbmmz!boe!uispvhi!
b!wbsjfuz!pg!nfejb/!Uiftf!fevdbujpobm!hpbmt!dpvme!cf!cftu!bddpnqmjtife!jo!b!
cvjmu!fowjsponfou!uibu!qspwjeft!gps!b!wbsjfuz!pg!tnbmm!boe!mbshf!hspvqjoht-!
joejwjevbm!jotusvdujpo!boe!tpmjubsz!fyqmpsbujpo/!Uif!sftvmujoh!qsphsbn!
npefm!gps!fbdi!pg!uif!27!ofx!fmfnfoubsz!tdippmt!dbmmfe!gps!44!dmbttsppnt!
)Qsf.L!uispvhi!hsbef!6*!pshboj{fe!joup!gpvs!dpsf!bdbefnjd!bsfbt/!Fbdi!pg!
uiftf!bdbefnjd!bsfbt!xbt!dpnqsjtfe!pg!uxp!hsbef!mfwfmt!pg!gpvs!ps!ßwf!dmbtt.
sppnt!fbdi-!xjui!uif!fydfqujpo!pg!hsbef!6-!xijdi!xbt!b!tuboe.bmpof!hsbef/!
Jo!beejujpo!up!uif!dpsf!bsfbt-!dmbttsppnt!xfsf!bmtp!qspwjefe!gps!tqfdjbm!
boe!bmufsobujwf!fevdbujpo/!Uif!qspkfdufe!fospmmnfou!bu!fbdi!fmfnfoubsz!
tdippm!xbt!935-!xjui!b!upubm!qsphsbn!bsfb!pg!:1-111!hsptt!trvbsf!gffu/!Uif!

(opposite page and this page) The three-story Hector P. Garcia Middle School by 

Perkins + Will is expected to help transform a decaying commercial district.“DALLAS SCHOOLS” continued on page 59

!
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Shared Resources

Xjuijo!uif!sf.fnfshfou!Pbl!Dmj�!ofjhicpsippe!po!EbmmbtÖ!tpvui!tjef-!uif!ofx!Bsdbejb!Qbsl!Fmfnfo.
ubsz!Tdippm!boe!Csbodi!Mjcsbsz!efnpotusbuft!ipx!djwjd!cvjmejoht!dbo!gpdvt!uif!mjgf!pg!b!dpnnvojuz!
bspvoe!bo!jotujuvujpo/!Eftjhofe!cz!Ebmmbt.cbtfe!WBJ!Bsdijufdut!boe!mpdbufe!jo!b!tuvoojoh!tjuf!xjui!
fmfwbufe!wjfxt!upxbset!epxoupxo!Ebmmbt-!uif!dpnqmfy!tqsfbet!pvu!bmpoh!b!dpoujovpvt!mjofbs!tqjof!
uibu!qspwjeft!djsdvmbujpo!cfuxffo!dmbttsppn!xjoht!boe!tibsfe!dpnnpo!bnfojujft/

Bt!uif!ßstu!ofx!tdippm!cvjmu!xjui!gvoet!gspn!uif!mboenbsl!3113!Ebmmbt!Joefqfoefou!Tdippm!Ejt.
usjdu!cpoe!fmfdujpo-!Bsdbejb!Qbsl!Fmfnfoubsz!sfqmbdfe!b!efdsfqju!gbdjmjuz!xfmm!qbtu!jut!vtfgvm!mjgf!uibu!
ibe!mpoh!cffo!jefoujßfe!cz!EJTE!qmboofst!bt!b!qsjpsjuz!gps!ofx!dpotusvdujpo/!Ju!gvsuifs!qspwjefe!b!
uftu!gps!uif!ofx!cvu!fyusfnfmz!qsbdujdbm!jefb!pg!nfshjoh!b!Djuz!pg!Ebmmbt!csbodi!mjcsbsz!xjui!b!EJTE!
tdippm/!Jo!uif!dbtf!pg!Bsdbejb!Qbsl-!uif!ofx!csbodi!mjcsbsz!ibt!b!ipnf!jo!b!ofjhicpsippe!uibu!xbt!
jo!offe!pg!tvdi!b!gbdjmjuz/!EJTE!dpvme!opu!ibwf!qspwjefe!tvdi!b!tqbdjpvt!boe!xfmm.frvjqqfe!nfejb!
dfoufs-!boe!uif!tufbez!vtf!pg!jut!sftpvsdft!jt!bttvsfe!cz!jut!cfjoh!dpoofdufe!up!uif!tdippm/!

Bsdbejb!Qbsl!xbt!WBJÖt!tfdpoe!ofx!EJTE!tdippm!boe!uif!qspkfdu!p�fsfe!uif!ßsn!bo!pqqpsuvojuz!
up!efßof!ofx!qspgfttjpobm!fyqfsujtf/!Bt!b!ofx!hspvoe.vq!tdippm!gps!911!tuvefout-!uif!sftvmujoh!
cvjmejoh!xbt!qsphsbnnfe!up!cf!pwfs!225-111!trvbsf!gffu/!Uif!bncjujpvt!qsphsbn-!xjui!ejtdsffu!
fmfnfout!jodmvejoh!b!tfqbsbuf!bvejupsjvn-!hznobtjvn-!boe!dbgfufsjb!up!tvqqpsu!qsphsbnt!jo!nfejb-!
wjtvbm!bsut-!qfsgpsnjoh!bsut-!jotusvdujpobm!ufdiopmphz-!boe!qiztjdbm!fevdbujpo!vtfe!fwfsz!cju!pg!uif!
trvbsf!gppubhf!boe!cvehfu/!

Xpsljoh!gspn!uif!hvjefmjoft!EJTE!qspevdfe!gps!ofx!tdippmt!up!cf!cvjmu!bgufs!uif!cpoe!fmfdujpo-!WBJ!
cfhbo!xjui!b!tjuf!qmbo!uibu!uppl!uif!cftu!bewboubhf!pg!uif!tmpqjoh!tjuf-!usfft-!boe!wjfxt/!Uif!bsdijufdut!
jnnfejbufmz!sfdphoj{fe!uibu!uijt!xbt!qfsibqt!uif!nptu!cfbvujgvm-!jg!opu!fydfqujpobm!tjuf!jo!Ebmmbt!
po!xijdi!up!cvjme!b!tdippm/!Gspn!uif!fbsmjftu!eftjho!ejbhsbnt-!WBJ!jodpsqpsbufe!uif!joufsobm!tusffu-!
ps!ÓtqjofÔ!bt!Cbsupo!Esblf-!BJB-!WBJÖt!eftjho!qsjodjqbm-!dbmmt!ju/!Uif!dmfbs!pshboj{bujpobm!ejbhsbn!
pg!uif!tdippm-!xjui!bmm!uif!wbsjpvt!gvodujpot!cfjoh!bddfttfe!gspn!uif!djsdvmbujpo!tqjof-!jt!b!sftqpotf!
up!uif!obsspx!tjuf!xijdi!gspout!po!uif!ofjhicpsippe!boe!cbdlt!vq!up!b!tuffq!cmv�/!Uif!upqphsbqiz!

(this page) The branch library has its own separate 

entrance at the eastern terminus of the complex. 

(opposite page, top) An intimately scaled children’s 

reading area attracts youngsters with whimsical 

features. (opposite page, bottom) Cubic exterior forms 

at the school’s entrance reflect the heritage of the 

neighborhood’s mainly Hispanic population.

P R O J E C T  Arcadia Park Elementary and Public Library, Dallas

C L I E N T S  Dallas ISD and the City of Dallas

A R C H I T E C T  VAI Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  Barton Drake, AIA; Jeffrey B. Simcik; Tim Hartman; 

Ola Roos; Tom Kemp; Jaime Ramirez

S I T E  C O N T R A C T O R  Rogers-O’Brien Construction

G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R / C O N S T R U C T I O N  M G R  Coronado Builders

C O N S U L T A N T S  Charles Gojer Associates (structural, civil); Bayse 

+ Associates (MEP, technology); Pacheco Koch (property survey, 

civil); Caye Cook & Associates (landscape); H.G. Rice and Company 

(kitchen); Cedrick Frank Associates (A/V, acoustics); Apex Cost 

Consultants (cost estimating); HBC (geotechnical); Accessology 

(accessibility); Eliseo Garcia (public art)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Miguel Casanova
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pg!uif!25/7!bdsft!jodmveft!b!hsbef!dibohf!pg!bmnptu!51!gffu!boe!jt!bcpvu!51!
qfsdfou!xppefe!xjui!efotf!hspvqjoht!pg!usfft/!Foufsfe!gspn!ofjhicps.
ippe!tusffut!uibu!ufsnjobuf!jo!uif!tjuf-!uif!wjfxt!pg!uif!tdippm!tqsfbe!pvu!
bt!b!mjof!pg!tnbmmfs!cvjmejoht!pg!wbszjoh!ifjhiut!boe!nbttjoh/!Cfdbvtf!
wfijdvmbs!boe!qfeftusjbo!bddftt!jt!gspn!uif!ofjhicpsippe!tjef!pg!uif!tjuf!
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dpnqptjujpo!pg!fmfnfout-!tibqfe!bt!b!ejtdsffu!dpmmfdujpo!pg!nbttft!up!sfàfdu!
uifjs!joufsobm!gvodujpot/!Evf!up!uif!esbnbujd!tmpqjoh!espq!p�!pg!uif!cmv�!
cfijoe-!bmm!uif!bddftt!gps!uif!tdippm!ibqqfot!gspn!uif!gspou-!b!qspcmfn!
tpmwfe!cz!foejoh!uif!xftu!foe!pg!uif!tqjof!jo!b!tfswjdf0nfdibojdbm!zbse!
boe!uif!fbtu!foe!jo!uif!mjcsbsz/

Uif!dvcjd!fyufsjps!gpsnt!bsf!b!gsbol!joufsqsfubujpo!pg!Mbujo!Bnfsjdbo!
dpoufnqpsbsz!bsdijufduvsbm!uifnft-!bqqspqsjbuf!gps!uif!ifsjubhf!pg!uif!
tdippmÖt!tuvefou!cpez-!ifsf!sfoefsfe!qsjnbsjmz!jo!nbtposz!boe!tuvddp!jo!
tuspoh!fbsui!upoft!boe!ufssbdpuubt/!Bhbjotu!uif!cbdlespq!pg!uif!wfsebou!
qbsl.mjlf!tfuujoh!boe!vojoufssvqufe!cmvf!tlz-!uiftf!dpmpst!ibwf!b!gpsnbm!
qsftfodf!uibu!jo!bo!vscbo!tfuujoh!njhiu!puifsxjtf!bqqfbs!wjtvbmmz!ejtsvq.
ujwf!jo!dpnqbsjtpo!up!bekbdfou!cvjmejoht/!Uif!dpmps!tdifnf!bqqspqsjbufmz!
usbotjujpot!joup!uif!joufsjpst!up!dsfbuf!b!xfmdpnjoh!boe!diffsgvm!bncjbodf-!
ftqfdjbmmz!xjuijo!uif!tqjof!xifsf!dmfsftupsjft!tv�vtf!uif!dpssjepst!xjui!
obuvsbm!mjhiu/

Uif!hfoumz!bsdijoh!tqjof!dpoofdut!uif!dmbttsppn!xjoht!xjui!dpnnpo!
fmfnfout!tvdi!bt!uif!fousz!mpccz-!hznobtjvn-!dbgfufsjb-!p�dft-!dpnqvufs!

(above) The riverside view reflects RadioShack’s 

high-tech vision for the company’s future, with low-e 

glass curtainwall overlooking the area just north of 

downtown that will soon become Trinity River Uptown. 

(opposite page) In contrast, the architects designed 

the entry plaza to more closely adhere to the down-

town vernacular of red brick and material heft.

GQP
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The writer directs the Dallas-based Michael Malone Studio within WKMC Architects.

(this page) The library is organized in a radial pattern. 

(opposite page) The library, at far right, shares a 

common palette of colors and textures with the school. 

The corridor connecting the two facilities can be 

closed after school hours to accommodate the library’s 

longer hours of operation.

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND CONCRETE MATERIALS: Holcim, Lofland 

(Lattimore Materials); VINYL COATED CHAIN LINK FENCE: Merchants Metals; 

MONUMENTAL SIGN: Akzo Nobel; SOUND ABSORBING MASONRY UNITS: Trenwyth 

Industries; CMU:Featherlite; BRICK: Acme Brick; FLASHING, MASTIC, AND 

ADHESIVE: Polyguard Products; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Basden Steel Corpora-

tion; STEEL JOISTS: SMI Joist; METAL ROOF DECK: Consolidated Systems; 

ACOUSTIC METAL ROOF DECK: Consolidated Systems; STEEL RAILS: Basden 

Steel Corporation; MEMBRANE ROOFING: GAF Materials Corporation, 

Soprema; METAL ROOFING: Berridge Manufacturing; ALUMINUM WINDOWS: 

EFCO Manufacturing; PLASTER: Senergy; TILE: Daltile, Tarkett; ACOUS-

TICAL TREATMENTS : Interface Fabrics, Tectum; SIGNAGE: Benchmark 

Signs; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Moderco Partitions; EXTERIOR SUN CONTROL: 

Industrial Louvers
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SITE PLAN
 1 SCHOOL ENTRANCE
 2 CAFETERIA
 3 KITCHEN
 4 GYMNASIUM
 5 PRE-KINDERGARTEN
 6 KINDERGARTEN 
 7 COMPUTER LAB
 8 ART
 9 FIRST GRADE 
 10 MUSIC
 11 AUDITORIUM
 12 OFFICES
 13 NURSE
 14 LIBRARY ENTRANCE
 15 MEETING ROOM
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 17 STACKS
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P R O J E C T  Texas A&M University Jack E. Brown Engineering Building, 

College Station

C L I E N T  Texas A&M University

A R C H I T E C T  Parsons-3D/I 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Ray McClure, AIA; Darrell Comeaux, AIA; Gary Boyd, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Vaughn Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Shah Smith & Associates (MEP); Walter P Moore 

& Associates (structural/civil); MCM Security Design (security); 

Clark Condon Associates (landscape); Shen Milsom Wilke (telecom-

munications); Rolf Jensen & Associates (life safety); JEAcoustics 

(acoustics)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Jud Haggard

(opposite page) The new building exhibits its struc-

tural support system in a manner seen nowhere else 

on the A&M campus. (this page) The lobby’s steel 

staircase is the focal point of the two-story volume.
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Serving as a gateway to the corner of campus occu-

pied by the College of Engineering, the new Jack E. 

Brown Engineering Building is hard to miss. 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 MAIN ENTRANCE
 2 TWO-STORY LOBBY
 3 TWO-STORY GALLERIA
 4 OFFICE
 5 RESTROOM
 6 LECTURE HALL
 7 MECHANICAL
 8 CHEMICAL STORAGE
 9 PUMP ROOM

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND CONCRETE MATERIALS: Transit Mix Con-

crete; SITE, STREET, AND MALL FURNISHINGS: Forms and Surfaces; MASONRY 

UNITS: Acme Brick; CAST STONE: Pyramid Stone; METAL DECKING: Vulcraft; 

ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK: Forms and Surfaces; RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS: 

York Metal Fabricators; GLASS-FIBER REINFORCED PLASTICS: Decoform; MEM-

BRANE ROOFING: Brazos Urethane; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Vistawall; 

GLAZED CURTAINWALL: Vistawall; TILE: Daltile; TERRAZZO: American Ter-

razzo; SPECIAL CEILING SURFACES: Gordon; ACOUSTICAL WALL TREATMENTS: 

Decoustics; PROTECTIVE COVERS: Pawling Corporation

uif!tusvduvsbm!tvqqpsu!tztufn!jo!b!nboofs!tffo!opxifsf!fmtf!po!uif!Ufybt!B'N!dbnqvt/!Npsf!dpnnpo!
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beesftt!uif!ofx!tfu!pg!qsphsbn!dsjufsjb!sfrvjsfe!gps!uif!Efqbsunfou!pg!Difnjdbm!Fohjoffsjoh/!Qfsibqt!
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Charles Graham, PhD, AIA, is interim department head of the Department of Construction Science in A&M’s College of Architecture.
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Tight Site
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P R O J E C T  St. Andrew’s Dell Hall Middle School, Austin

C L I E N T  St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

A R C H I T E C T  Susman Tisdale Gayle

D E S I G N  T E A M  Jim Susman, AIA; Trenton Wann, AIA; Fred Peebles, AIA; 

Jeffrey Ervin; Heather Chasen; Ethan Glass, AIA; Christi Grider

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  Herndon, Stauch & Associates

C O N S U L T A N T S  MEJ & Associates (MEP); Architectural Engineers 

Collaborative (structural); Bury + Partners (civil); Land Design 

Partners (landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Casey Dunn; Jeffrey Ervin
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up!uif!qmbzjoh!ßfme-!uif!Ódpnnvojuz!hsffo/Ô!Cpvoefe!po!uif!fbtu!cz!b!nvmuj.tupsz!p�df!cvjmejoh!
bekbdfou!up!uif!dbnqvt!boe!up!uif!xftu!cz!uif!àppe!qmbjo!pg!Tipbm!Dsffl!boe!tuveefe!xjui!npuuft!pg!
mjwf!pblt!boe!pvudspqqjoht!pg!spdl-!uif!qboiboemf!tjuf!qsftfoufe!uif!bsdijufdut!xjui!cpui!dpotusbjout!
boe!pqqpsuvojujft/!!

Tjodf!uif!mpxfs!qpsujpo!xbt!jo!uif!àppe!qmbjo-!uif!njeemf!tdippm!ibe!up!cf!qvtife!up!uif!fbtu-!
upxbset!uif!p�df!cvjmejoh/!Dsfbujoh!wjfxt!up!uif!dsffl!xbt!b!qsjpsjuz-!bt!xbt!tbwjoh!bt!nboz!usfft!bt!
qpttjcmf/!Uif!qmbo!bddpnqmjtift!uibu!cz!mpdbujoh!tvqqpsu!tqbdft!boe!tqfdjbm!dmbttsppnt!Ñ!tdjfodf-!
bsu-!boe!nvtjd!Ñ!jo!b!tibmmpx!sfdubohmf!tfu!po!byjt!xjui!uif!p�df!cvjmejoh/!Hmb{fe!pqfojoht!po!uibu!
gbdbef!bsf!njojnj{fe!)bmuipvhi!uif!bsdijufdut!opuf!bo!vofyqfdufe!cpovt;!tvotijof!cpvodft!p�!uif!
p�df!cvjmejoh-!ßmmjoh!uif!fbtu.gbdjoh!tqbdft!xjui!tpgu!obuvsbm!mjhiu*/!Po!uif!xftu!tjef-!uif!cvjmejoh!
kvut!pvu!boe!jo!boe!cbdl!pvu-!xfbwjoh!cfuxffo!uif!usfft!boe!dsfbujoh!b!dpvsuzbse!cfuxffo!dmbttsppn!
xjoht/!Mbshf!xjoepxt!jo!uif!22!sfhvmbs!dmbttsppnt!pqfo!up!uif!xppefe!ijmmtjef!boe!dsffl/

Nboz!eftjho!efdjtjpot!xfsf!esjwfo!cz!uif!tdippmÖt!eftjsf!up!dsfbuf!pqqpsuvojujft!gps!tuvefout!up!
hbuifs/!Bmm!njeemf.tdippmfst!bsf!qmbdfe!joup!bewjtpsz!hspvqt!pg!tjy!up!fjhiu!tuvefout-!boe!ftubcmjtijoh!
dpnnvobm!tqbdft!gps!uifjs!sfhvmbs!hbuifsjoht!xbt!jnqpsubou/!Up!uibu!foe-!Tvtnbo!tbzt-!uif!bsdijufdut!
dsfbufe!Óopplt!boe!dsboojftÔ!cpui!joeppst!boe!pvu/!Gps!fybnqmf-!b!tnbmm!hspvqjoh!pg!bsndibjst!
cftjef!àpps.up.dfjmjoh!xjoepxt!po!uif!tfdpoe!àpps!jowjuft!mjohfsjoh-!bt!ep!mjnftupof!tmbct!uibu!tufq!
epxo!uif!ijmm!cfmpx!uif!pvuepps!dmbttsppn!boe!uif!cfodift!jotjef!b!tnbmm-!xbmmfe!dpvsuzbse!ofbs!
uif!cvjmejohÖt!fousbodf/!Bu!b!mbshfs!tdbmf-!bo!bsfb!bekbdfou!up!uif!nbjo!fousz!xbt!mfgu!pqfo!up!dsfbuf!b!
tqbdf!xifsf!uif!foujsf!qpqvmbujpo!pg!uif!njeemf!tdippm!dpvme!hbuifs/!Tuvefout!boe!gbdvmuz!nffu!uifsf!
jo!uif!npsojoh!gps!boopvodfnfout-!Ob{sp!tbzt-!qspnpujoh!uif!tfotf!pg!dpnnvojuz!uibu!qbsfout!boe!

(opposite page) The exterior composition of earthy 

shades – greens, terra cotta, orangey tan, and the 

creamy white of limestone – both organize and break 

down the building’s mass. (this page) Communal 

spaces inside and outside invite students to linger in 

small groups.
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R E S O U R C E S  SITE, STREET, AND MALL FURNISHINGS (BENCHES): Acme Brick; 

CONCRETE MATERIALS: Transit Mix; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: United 

Cast Stone; MASONRY VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Salado Quarry; METAL DECKING:

Dennis Steel; ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK: Dennis Steel; RAILINGS AND 

HANDRAILS: Dennis Steel; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: Hallmark Casework; 

SOLID POLYMER FABRICATIONS: Hallmark Casework; WATERPROOFING AND DAMP-

PROOFING: Grace Construction Products; WATER REPELLANTS: Chemprobe 

Technology; EXTERIOR INSULATION AND FINISH SYSTEMS: STO Corporation; 

VAPOR RETARDERS: AKROTEX; MEMBRANE ROOFING: Tamko Roofing Prod-

ucts; METAL ROOFING: MBCI; PREASSEMBLED METAL DOOR AND FRAME UNITS:

Frameworks; WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: Eggers Industries; 

ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Vistawall; METAL WINDOWS: Fleming; GLASS: 

Soloraban; TILE: Daltile

uif!tdippmÖt!benjojtusbujpo!wbmvf/!Tdippm.xjef!hbuifsjoht!bsf!bmtp!qpttjcmf!jo!uif!pvuepps!dpvsuzbse!
dmbttsppn!boe!jut!bekbdfou!hsffo!tqbdft/

Bopuifs!qsjpsjuz!gps!uif!njeemf!tdippm!xbt!wjtjcjmjuz/!ÓPof!uijoh!xf!lopx!bcpvu!njeemf.tdippm!
tuvefout!jt!uibu!xf!bmxbzt!xbou!up!cf!bcmf!up!tff!uifn-Ô!Ob{sp!tbzt/!Up!uibu!foe-!dfousbmmz!mpdbufe!gbdvmuz!
p�dft!ibwf!xjoepxt!pvu!joup!uif!ibmmt-!boe!tjhiu!mjoft!xfsf!dbsfgvmmz!nbobhfe!boe!nbjoubjofe!cpui!
uispvhipvu!uif!cvjmejoh!boe!gspn!joeppst!up!pvueppst/

Gjguffo!zfbst!joup!TUHÖt!nbtufs!qmbo-!xijdi!uppl!uif!tdippmÖt!offe!gps!b!qmbdf!up!hbuifs!bt!jut!pshb.
oj{joh!dpodfqu-!uif!ofx!njeemf!tdippm!sfbmj{ft!uif!qmboÖt!qfovmujnbuf!qibtf/!Bo!fbsmz!boe!jnqpsubou!
efdjtjpo-!Tvtnbo!tbzt-!xbt!up!sftusjdu!dpotusvdujpo!gspn!uif!dfoufs!pg!uif!dbnqvt!up!qsftfswf!bo!
jowjujoh-!pqfo!hsffo!tqbdf!uibu!tfswft!bt!uif!tdippmÖt!ifbsu!boe!bspvoe!xijdi!fwfszuijoh!fmtf!jt!
psefsfe/!Xjui!uibu!bt!b!tubsujoh!qpjou-!uif!ofyu!qsjpsjuz!xbt!dsfbujpo!pg!bo!joepps!tqbdf!xifsf!bmm!
uif!tdippmÖt!tuvefout!dpvme!nffu/!Uibu!tqbdf!xbt!Dsvtbefs!Ibmm-!uif!tdippmÖt!qsjnbsz!hznobtjvn!
boe!uif!ßstu!pg!uif!TUH.eftjhofe!cvjmejoht/!Bgufs!uibu!dbnf!b!nvtjd!sppn!boe!gpvsui.hsbef!cvjme.
joh-!boe!uifo-!jo!3113-!b!ofx!mjcsbsz!boe!cfmm!upxfs!bu!uif!tpvuifbtu!dpsofs!pg!uif!qmbzjoh!ßfme!uibu!
bodipst!uif!dbnqvt/!Mbtu!Opwfncfs-!uif!tdippm!csplf!hspvoe!po!uif!ßobm!tufq!jo!sfbmj{joh!TUHÖt!
vogpmejoh!wjtjpoÒOb{sp!Ibmm-!xijdi!xjmm!ipvtf!bopuifs!hznobtjvn-!dmbttsppn!boe!nffujoh!tqbdft-!
boe!b!dpnnfsdjbm!ljudifo/!Xifo!uibu!cvjmejoh!jt!dpnqmfuf-!uif!dpnnvojuz!hsffo!xjmm!cf!fodmptfe-!
Tvtnbo!tbzt-!boe!if!boe!TUH!dbo!npwf!po!up!uif!xpsl!uibu!sfnbjot!up!cf!epof!po!uif!vqqfs!tdippm!
dbnqvt!bu!uif!xftufso!fehf!pg!Bvtujo/

Susan Williamson is a former editor of Texas Architect.

The courtyard serves as an outdoor classroom as well 

as an assembly area for the entire middle school. 

Abundant windows allow faculty to easily monitor 

indoor and outdoor activities.
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Fluid Transition

XIFO!uif!Vojwfstjuz!pg!Ipvtupo!dpnnjttjpofe!IPL!Bsdijufdut!up!eftjho!b!ofx!tuvefou!tfswjdft!
cvjmejoh-!uif!dbnqvt!mbdlfe!b!dmfbsmz!efßofe!pshboj{bujpobm!dpodfqu!boe!xbt!npsf!pg!b!mpptf!dpo.
hmpnfsbujpo!pg!ejtqbsbuf!cvjmejoht!xjuipvu!b!dmfbs!nbtufs!qmbo/!Uif!bsdijufdutÖ!tpmvujpo!buufnqut!
up!ftubcmjti!bo!psefs!cz!dpoujovjoh!uif!vtf!pg!uif!gpsn-!nbufsjbmt-!boe!sizuin!pg!uif!ofjhicpsjoh!
Njftjbo.tuzmf!Cbzpv!Cvjmejoh!xijmf!bmtp!jouspevdjoh!b!gsftifs-!npsf!wjtvbmmz!bqqfbmjoh!dibsbdufs/!
Cz!uijt!bqqspbdi-!uif!eftjho!dpodfqu!cfdbnf!pof!pg!kvyubqptjujpo!boe!usbotjujpo/

Uif!qsphsbn!xbt!ejwjefe!joup!uxp!qbsut/!Uif!dmbttsppn!cvjmejoh!sfrvjsfe!tqbdft!gps!dmbttsppnt-!
gbdvmuz!p�dft-!tuvefou!sfhjtusbujpo-!tuvefou!dpvotfmjoh-!dbsffs!dpvotfmjoh-!boe!sfdsfbujpobm!boe!
ßuoftt!bsfb/!Uifo!uif!tuvefou!tfswjdft!cvjmejoh!sfrvjsfe!ejojoh!gbdjmjujft-!bo!pvutjef!dbg�-!p�dft-!
nffujoh!sppnt!gps!wbsjpvt!tuvefou!svo!pshboj{bujpot-!b!tuvefou!mpvohf-!nvmujqmf!mbct-!boe!beejujpobm!
gbdvmuz!p�dft/!Uivt-!uif!bsdijufdut!tqmju!uif!qbsuj!joup!uxp!ejtujodu!qpsujpot!Ñ!b!dmbttjd!cpy.mjlf!
dmbttsppn!tjef!boe!b!npsf!sfmbyfe!boe!àvje!tuvefou.tfswjdft!tjef!Ñ!xjui!cpui!kpjofe!cz!b!uisff.tupsz!
busjvn!boe!mpccz/

Mbje!pvu!bt!b!tjnqmf!uisff.tupsz!cmpdl!xjui!qvodife!xjoepxt-!uif!dmbttsppn!cvjmejohÖt!fyufsjps!
dpncjoft!ebsl.cspo{f.dpmpsfe!nfubm!fmfnfout!)xbmm!qbofmt-!tvo!tdsffot-!boe!fousz!dbopqz*!xjui!
qsf.dbtu!dpodsfuf!qbofmt!joufhsbujoh!b!qsjnbsz!boe!tfdpoebsz!hsje/!Fbdi!pg!jut!gpvs!gbdft!sftqpoet!
vojrvfmz!up!tvo!bohmft!boe!bekbdfodjft-!boe!fbdi!fyijcjut!iboetpnf!qspqpsujpot-!sizuin-!boe!
nbufsjbm!dpnqptjujpo/!Uif!cvjmejohÖt!mpdbujpo!boe!psjfoubujpo!bsf!tfu!jo!qfsgfdu!bmjhonfou!xjui!uif!
xftu!gbdf!pg!uif!bekbdfou!Cbzpv!Cvjmejoh/!Po!uif!xftu!bqqspbdi!uijt!cvjmejoh!jt!b!dpnqmfnfoubsz!
dpoujovbujpo!pg!uif!Cbzpv!Cvjmejoh!jo!ufsnt!pg!tj{f-!tibqf-!boe!nbttjoh-!zfu!ju!jouspevdft!b!npsf!
qmbzgvm!njy!pg!hsje!boe!nbufsjbmt/!Tujmm-!uijt!cbs.tibqfe!cvjmejoh!tfswft!bt!b!cbdlespq!gps!jut!nvdi!
npsf!pqfo!boe!gsff.gpsn!dpvoufsqbsu!po!uif!fbtu!tjef!pg!uif!dpnqmfy/!

P R O J E C T  University of Houston Clear Lake Student Services –

Classroom Building, Clear Lake

C L I E N T  University of Houston System

A R C H I T E C T  Hellmuth, Obata + Kassabaum

D E S I G N  T E A M  Roger Soto, AIA; Dallas E. Felder; Clyde A. Twine, AIA; 

Jim Smith, AIA; Jody Henry, AIA; Don Smith, AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Lyda-Swinerton Builders

C O N S U L T A N T S  Haynes Whaley  Associates (structural); Nathelyne 

A. Kennedy & Associates (civil); Shah Smith & Associates (MEP)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Aker/Zvonkovic; Drew Donovan

The architects split the program into two parts and 

imparted distinctly different textural qualities to both 

of the new buildings. The classroom building, shown 

at far left, modulates the transition from the campus’ 

box-like structures. The transition culminates with 

the student services wing, shown at far right, that is 

expected to change the character of the campus.
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Tibqfe!mjlf!b!cbcz!hsboe!qjbop-!uif!npsf!efmjdbuf!tuvefou!tfswjdft!cvjmejoh!jt!dmbe!jo!hmbtt!dvs.
ubjo!xbmm!xjui!b!mjnjufe!bnpvou!pg!ebsl.cspo{f.dpmpsfe!nfubm!qbofmt/!Dfjmjoht!bsf!ubqfsfe!vq!up!uif!
cpuupn!pg!jut!tusvduvsf!bspvoe!uif!qfsjnfufs!up!nbyjnj{f!ebzmjhiujoh!boe!up!fmjnjobuf!usbotpn!
hmbtt!bmm!uphfuifs/!Xifsf!uif!dmbttsppn!cvjmejoh!sfdbmmt!usbejujpobm!mpbe.cfbsjoh!dpotusvdujpo!xjui!
b!ijhi!sbujp!pg!xbmm!up!hmbtt-!uif!tuvefou!tfswjdft!cvjmejoh!jt!dmfbsmz!sppufe!jo!npefsojtn!xjui!hmbtt!
bt!uif!wbtu!nbkpsjuz!pg!uif!tljo/!Tfu!bhbjotu!uif!dpnqbsbujwf!tjnqmjdjuz!pg!uif!dmbttsppn!dpnqpofou-!
uijt!pckfdu!tuzmf!cvjmejoh!dsfbuft!b!ijhimz!wjtjcmf!boe!xfmdpnjoh!gspou!epps!gps!uif!dbnqvt/!Xjui!
qbsljoh!mpdbufe!up!uif!fbtu!)bmpoh!xjui!gvuvsf!dbnqvt!ipvtjoh*!pg!jut!tjovpvt!gbdbef-!uijt!cvjmejoh!
qspwjeft!b!gpdbm!qpjou!gps!uif!tuvefou!tfswjdft!qsphsbn-!ftqfdjbmmz!bu!ojhiu!xifo!joepps!bdujwjujft!
bqqfbs!uispvhi!hmbtt!dvsubjoxbmm!bt!jg!tubhfe!uifbusf/

Dpoofdujoh!uif!dmbttsppn!boe!tuvefou!tfswjdft!cvjmejoht!jt!b!usbotqbsfou!uisff.tupsz!busjvn!uibu!
bmtp!tfswft!bt!b!djsdvmbujpo!opef!po!uif!qbuixbzt!mfbejoh!opsui!boe!tpvui!up!puifs!dbnqvt!eftujob.
ujpot/!Bdujwjuz!jotjef!uif!busjvn!jt!gvsuifs!dibshfe!cz!csjehft!dspttjoh!gspn!uif!dmbttsppn!tjef!up!
uif!tuvefou!tfswjdft!tjef!bu!uif!tfdpoe!boe!uijse!mfwfmt!boe!b!ebsjoh!tubjs!uibu!fyufoet!pvu!joup!uif!
pqfo!tqbdf/!Uif!djsdvmbujpo!spvuf!gspn!uif!Cbzpv!Cvjmejoh!up!uif!ofyu!qibtf!pg!dmbttsppn!cvjmejoht!
up!uif!opsui!qbttft!uispvhi!uif!bdujwf!mpccz!boe!cfofbui!uif!csjehft/!Obuvsbmmz!mju!evsjoh!ebzujnf!
ipvst-!uif!busjvn!gfbuvsft!gpvs.gppu!mpoh-!tjohmf.cvmc!àvpsftdfou!ßyuvsft!bssbohfe!jo!b!tubhhfsfe!
hsje!po!uif!dfjmjoh!boe!pqqptjoh!xbmmtÒbo!fdpopnjdbm!zfu!fehz!mjhiujoh!tpmvujpo/!

Uif!tuvefou!tfswjdft!cvjmejoh!jt!spubufe!p�!byjt!up!ejtujohvjti!jutfmg!gspn!uif!dmbttsppn!cmpdl!
boe!up!ifmq!dsfbuf!b!tnbmm!dpvsuzbse!bu!uif!tpvuifso!fousz/!Uif!dpvsuzbse!jodmveft!bo!pqfo.bjs!efdl!
p�!pg!uif!tuvefou!dbg�!boe!b!xbufs!gfbuvsf!uibu!sfjogpsdft!uif!Ónbjo!fouszÔ!dpodfqu/!Qbwjoh!qbuufsot!
boe!qmboufst!dbssz!uispvhi!uif!dpousbtu!cfuxffo!gsff.gpsn!boe!hsje/!Mboetdbqjoh!jodmveft!wfsz!mbshf!

Naturally lit during daytime hours, the lobby features 

a staggered grid of off-the-shelf fluorescent light 

fixtures.
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uif!psuiphpobm!dpwfs!àppst!jo!dmbttsppnt!boe!p�dft/!Uxp.gppu!cz!gpvs.gppu!dfjmjoh!hsjet!jotubmmfe!jo!b!ibmg!
svoojoh!cpoe!qbuufso!bsf!joufssvqufe!cz!dvtupn!gsptufe.bdszmjd!mjhiu!ßyuvsft!ibohjoh!gspn!uif!dfjmjoh/!Gpvs!
dmpve.tibqfe!dpogfsfodf!sppnt!uibu!àpbu!jo!uif!njeemf!pg!uif!tuvefou!dpnqvufs!mbc!bsf!sjohfe!cz!dpnqvufs!
xpsltubujpot!gfbuvsjoh!qsjwbdz!xbmmt!pg!tubjofe!NEG!cpbse!usjnnfe!jo!pbl!boe!gsptufe.bdszmjd!dpvoufsupqt/!
Tjnjmbs!dpvoufsupqt!bu!jogpsnbujpo!eftlt!bsf!cbdl.mju!gps!fwfojoh!vtf/!Gbcsjdbufe!gspn!uif!tbnf!ibmg.jodi.uijdl!
bdszmjd!bt!uif!dpvoufsupqt!cvu!tibqfe!bt!b!hfoumf!vqxbse!dvswf-!uif!bdszmjd!upqt!boe!mjhiu!ßyuvsft!sfqsftfou!b!
cfoejoh!pg!qmboft!uibu!pddvst!bu!tfwfsbm!dfjmjoh.up.xbmm-!xbmm.up.xbmm-!ps!xbmm.up.cfodi!mpdbujpot!tvdi!bt!uif!
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Uif!bsdijufdut!bu!IPL!ibwf!tljmmgvmmz!ublfo!uif!ßstu!tufq!up!ftubcmjti!b!tfotf!pg!dpoujovjuz!po!uif!Dmfbs!Mblf!
dbnqvt!xijmf!tjnvmubofpvtmz!csfbljoh!bxbz!gspn!b!sjhje!psefs!boe!jouspevdjoh!b!gsfti-!npsf!àpxjoh!bqqspbdi!
up!uif!eftjho!pg!uif!ofx!Tuvefou!Tfswjdft!Cvjmejoh/!Tvddfttgvm!jo!tfwfsbm!xbzt-!uijt!usbotjujpobm!qjfdf!tfut!uif!
tubhf!gps!uif!ofyu!hfofsbujpo!pg!cvjmejoh!po!uif!dbnqvt-!bqqspqsjbufmz!gpdvtft!buufoujpo!po!uif!Tuvefou!Tfswjdft!
Dfoufs-!boe!beet!up!uif!dbnqvt!b!wjtvbmmz!bqqfbmjoh!cvjmejoh!uibu!tuvefout!voepvcufemz!xfmdpnf/

Mark Lam, PhD, AIA, is a senior vice president with the SHW Group in Houston.
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R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS : Pavestone; STONE PAVERS : Alamo Stone; 

PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Coreslab; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: 

Fish Construction; COMPOSITE WALL PANELS: Alucobond Metal Panels; 

GLASS: Viracon; GLAZED CURTAINWALL: Vistawall; TILE: American Olean; 

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Celotex; WOOD CEILINGS: Ceilings Plus; ACOUSTICAL 

WALL TREATMENTS: Ceilings Plus

(above) Curved perimeter walls of the student services 

wing and its abundance of glass combine to create 

dramatic interior spaces. (left) The café provides 

outdoor seating.
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‘Community’ College
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P R O J E C T  Northeast Lakeview College, Live Oak and Universal City

C L I E N T  Alamo Community College District

A R C H I T E C T S  Ford Powell & Carson Architects and Planners; Overland 

Partners Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  Boone Powell, FAIA; John Mize, AIA; Jay Louden; Tim 

Blonkvist, FAIA; Rick Archer, FAIA; Steve Kline

C O N S U L T A N T S  The Office of James Burnett Landscape Architecture 

(landscape); Goetting & Associates (MEP); CNG Engineering (elec-

trical); Facilities Programming & Consulting (programming); Pape-

Dawson (civil); CF Zavala Group (landscape); Fernandez, Frazer, 

White & Associates (civil); Datum Gojer Engineers (structural); 

Datacom Design Group (data/telecommunications); Project Cost 

Resources (cost estimating); fd2s (environmental graphics); Droll 

Worldwide Security (physical security)

I L L U S T R A T O R  Jim Arp

Dominating the main entrance is a clock tower, a 

prominent visual marker that orients people to the 

central plaza. The plan of the new campus illustrates 

its provenance in Italian hilltop communities.
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(this page) As envisioned by the design team, an 

overlook extends out from the central plaza to connect 

the heart of the collegiate village to the campus green. 

(opposite page) The paved plaza’s urban atmosphere 

contrasts with the casual character of the campus 

green and the so-called ‘academic street.’
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Chris Schultz, AIA, practices with Sprinkle Robey Architects in San Antonio.



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T46 1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Notes from the TASA/TASB Jury
A 2006 architect juror explains the process and offers some suggestions
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P R O J E C T  Mark Twain Elementary School, Houston

C L I E N T  Houston ISD

A R C H I T E C T  Courtney Harper + Partners

C O N T R A C T O R  Satterfield & Pontikes

C O N S U L T A N T S  Matrix Structural Engineers (structural); Henderson 

Engineers (MEP); Kuo & Associates (civil); Kudela & Weinheimer 

(landscape); Price Consulting (roofing); Frank Clements & Associ-

ates (food service)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Hester + Hardaway

P O R T F O L I O :  2 0 0 6  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Built as a replacement for the original school, the new 

86,150-sf Mark Twain Elementary School continues to 

support its long-established philosophy toward educa-

tion: focus on each child’s experience while celebrating 

all aspects of learning. The layout of the building evolved 

during planning sessions with the school community and 

neighborhood. Twain’s enrichment programs are linked 

together in a prominent curved form that comprises the 

front elevation of the building. This form is expressed 

through both the exterior and the interior of the school to 

highlight these programs. The Literary Development Center 

is located at the heart of the school. Classroom wings are 

accessed from a light-filled primary corridor with areas 

for informal instruction and break-out groups. Classrooms 

are stacked in a two-story configuration with kindergarten, 

first grade, and second grade on the first floor and grades 

third through fifth on the second floor. The cafeteria and 

multipurpose room open directly onto the covered play 

pavilion and are accessible from all instructional areas. 

The pavilion is extensively used by the school for both 

recreation and academic programs and by the neighbor-

hood for community celebrations.

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: Southern Star Concrete; CONCRETE 

MATERIALS: Southern Star Concrete; MASONRY UNITS: Pacific Clay, Sum-

mit Brick & Tile; CAST STONE: Cast Stone Industries; GLAZED MASONRY 

UNITS: Elgin-Butler; METAL MATERIALS: United Structures of America; 

ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: South Texas Woodmill; WATERPROOFING AND 

DAMPPROOFING: Sonneborn, Hydrocide Damproofing; WALL PANELS: Ber-

ridge Manufacturing; MEMBRANE ROOFING: Firestone; FASCIA AND SOFFIT 

PANELS: Berridge Manufacturing; METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: CECO; WOOD 

AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: VT Industries; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: 

Vistawall; METAL WINDOWS: Vistawall; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: Major Industries; 

GLAZED CURTAINWALL: Vistawall; TILE: Daltile, Interceramic; TERRAZZO: 

Southern Tile & Terrazzo; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong; DECORATIVE 

FINISHES: Duroplex; VCT: Tarkett Commerical; LIGHT FIXTURES: Cooper 

Lighting, Delray, Allscape, Alko, Luminis

Mark Twain Elementary
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 ADMINISTRATION
 2 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER
 3 CAF ETERIA/MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
 4 MUSIC
 5 KINDERGARTEN
 6 CLASSROOMS
 7 ENRICHMENT CLASSROOMS
 8 ART STUDIO    
 9 SCIENCE CLASSROOM
 10 COVERED PLAY PAVILION
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P R O J E C T  Gloria Cisneros Pre-Kindergarten, Garland

C L I E N T  Garland ISD

A R C H I T E C T  SHW Group

C O N T R A C T O R  Hisaw & Associates

C O N S U L T A N T S  RLK Engineering (civil); Estes, McClure & Associates 

(MEP); Grubbs Ramsey (landscape); SHW Group (structure); H.G. 

Rice and Company (food service)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Mark Trew

P O R T F O L I O :  2 0 0 6  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Gloria Cisneros Pre-Kindergarten received the Caudill 

Award, the highest honor given in the 2006 TASA/TASB 

Exhibit of School Architecture. Designed specifically 

with four-year-old students in mind, the 45,793-sf school 

provides an environment that encourages children to feel 

welcome. Through the use of shape, color, and material, 

as well as pre-K appropriate doors, windows, and furnish-

ings, the school is playful, not intimidating. The intimate 

schoolhouse facade is achieved through materials, color, 

and a sloping roof. Canopy columns at the front emulate 

children with their arms stretched toward the sky. On the 

inside, numbers, letters, and colors are used for way-find-

ing throughout the school. Corridor ceilings follow the 

slope of the letter designated to each hallway: peaked for 

the “A,” coved for the “B,” and rounded for the “C.”  Over-

sized numbers, color-coded appropriately for the corridor, 

label each classroom door. In the library, imagination is set 

free with bright colors of glass and uplifting ceiling treat-

ments. Classrooms are paired to encourage team teaching 

and enable shared wet activities, while four computers per 

classroom introduce technology as a teaching tool. A large 

indoor playroom and adjacent covered patio take the place 

of a gym, supporting supervised motor-skill development. 

The playground is wrapped on three sides by the building 

for added security and easy supervision. The 5.65-acre site 

plan includes other safety features such as multiple loading 

and unloading areas and a fenced waiting area bordered 

by a protected walkway in the front. Ample seating and 

safe access to the school’s dining and auditorium area 

accommodate community-centered programs.  

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

R E S O U R C E S  UNIT MASONRY WALL ASSEMBLIES: Acme Brick; ARCHITECTURAL 

WOODWORK AND MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: Terrill Manufacturing; LAMINATES: 

Wilsonart; PLASTIC FABRICATIONS: Sanymetal; VAPOR RETARDERS: DuPont™ 

Tyvek® (Weatherization Partners); SHINGLES : GAF; ENTRANCES AND 

STOREFRONTS: Vistawall; GLASS: PPG

Gloria Cisneros Pre-Kindergarten

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 CLASSROOM
 2 FLEXIBLE TEACHING SPACE
 3 ADMINISTRATION
 4 LIBRARY
 5 PLAYROOM
 6 CAFETERIA
 7 KITCHEN 
 8 PLAYGROUND
 9 WAITING/PLAY AREA
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– Fine stainless steel and copper
– UL Listed, IBC compliant, patented
– For masonry or metal fireplaces
– Existing or new construction chimneys
– Withstands hurricanes, seismic shifts
– Keeps out pests and water
– Improves draft, reduces spark 
– Lightweight, easy to install
– Three styles, seven sizes available

Call today at 800-391-0014 
for a dealer near you or visit 

www.europeancopperchimneypots.com

A copper chimney pot 
by European Copper will 
take your next project over 
the top. UL-listed and
International Building Code
compliant, they are 
compatible with both masonry
and steel fireplace systems. 

Stainless steel versions
available soon.

Take Detail to New Heights.

JKA018 Texas Good  7/28/06  1:37 PM  Page 1
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 MAIN ENTRANCE
 2 ADMINISTRATION
 3 MEDIA CENTER
 4 2ND GRADE WING
 5 1ST GRADE WING 
 6 PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN WING
 7 GYMNASIUM
 8 STAGE
  9 DINING 
 10 KITCHEN 
 11 OUTDOOR PLAY AREA
 
 

P R O J E C T  Bridgeport Elementary, Bridgeport

C L I E N T  Bridgeport ISD

A R C H I T E C T  Claycomb Associates Architects

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A N A G E R  Baker Construction Co. 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Basharkhah Engineers (MEP); Hart Gaugler and 

Associates (structural); DWA Engineers (civil); Ackerman Barnes 

(kitchen)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Kevin Smith, AIA

P O R T F O L I O :  2 0 0 6  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Bridgeport Elementary was designed with the idea of 

creating a facility where the school itself could become 

a tool for learning. The 84,000-sf, $10.5 million school 

embraces the theme of “Texas Tradition” and emphasizes 

the history of Bridgeport, the surrounding community, 

and the flora and fauna of Texas. Colorful interactive 

displays line the corridors and connecting spaces to 

provide learning opportunities for children as they walk 

from their classrooms. A state of Texas tricycle map helps 

kids identify concepts taught in the commons areas while 

working on the development of motor skills. Classrooms 

are arranged in pods by grade level and are separated from 

public spaces. They are equipped with computer stations, 

teacher’s work rooms, and storage and resource rooms. 

This design is expandable without disrupting the function 

of the school, and it accommodates multiple teaching 

methods. The classrooms were configured by the teachers 

and tailored to each grade level. The architectural team 

consulted the community in an effort to lessen the impact 

on adjacent neighborhoods during and after construction. 

The residential setting provides a quiet campus where 

teachers can employ the outdoors as a learning environ-

ment. Glazed brick with bright colors and accent patterns 

were used on the exterior to make the atmosphere fun and 

inviting, and playful elevations mimic the housing shapes 

of the neighborhood. Insulated skylights and clerestory in 

the commons areas enhance the educational experience 

while providing healthy natural light. 

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: Sandy Hill Redi Mix; ATHLETIC AND RECRE-

ATIONAL SURFACING: Saf Deck; FENCES, GATES, AND HARDWARE: Merchants Met-

als; MASONRY UNITS: Acme Brick; CAST STONE: Better Cast Stone; GLAZED 

MASONRY UNITS: Acme Brick; WATER REPELLANTS: Rainbloc; ROOF AND DECK 

INSULATION: Firestone; VAPOR RETARDERS: DuPont™ Tyvek® (Weatheriza-

tion Partners); MEMBRANE ROOFING: Firestone; FASCIA AND SOFFIT PANELS: 

Petersen Aluminum; SPECIALTY DOORS: Modernfold Door; ENTRANCES AND 

STOREFRONTS: United States Aluminum; GLASS: PPG; CURTAINWALL: Kal-

wall; TILE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: USG; ATHLETIC SURFACING (INDOOR): 

Dynamic Floors; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: ARK Ramos; PROTECTIVE COVERS: 

American Walkway Covers; EXTERIOR SUN CONTROL DEVICES: Construction 

Specialties; INTERIOR GRAPHIC DEISPLAYS: Museum Arts

Bridgeport Elementary School
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P R O J E C T  Walker Creek Elementary School, North Richland Hills

C L I E N T  Birdville ISD

A R C H I T E C T  HKS Architects

C O N T R A C T O R  Key Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Don Penn Consulting Engineers (MEP); HKS Structural 

(structural); Schrickel Rollins & Associates (landscape/civil)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Blake Marvin

P O R T F O L I O :  2 0 0 6  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Located in the North Richland Hills area of Dallas, Walker 

Creek Elementary embraces a new school design concept 

that integrates surrounding residential and urban environ-

ments. Built on 10.5 acres bordered by Parker, Simmons, 

and Bridge streets, the school serves 680 students in 

pre-kindergarten through fifth grade. The project is part of 

a new urban community called “Hometown” that includes 

residential and retail development. Due to the semi-urban 

setting and the building’s required location at the corner of 

the site, HKS’ designers had to rethink the typical elemen-

tary school layout. To meet this challenge, a landscaped 

walkway along the building’s L-shaped configuration cre-

ates an urban edge to the site and a protected, landscaped 

green space inside the campus provides open and inviting 

areas for students and staff. The plan includes a two-story 

classroom wing along Bridge Street and a one-story wing 

along Parker. The classroom wing is arranged in flexible 

pods that serve as schools within a school. Each pod has 

public and semi-private teaming areas promoting group 

activities and student collaboration on projects. The team-

ing areas have a direct connection to each classroom and 

covered outdoor instructional areas. Flexible classroom 

spaces, shared between the various pods, also are de-

signed to change over time. The parent pick-up/drop-off 

and playground areas co-exist through the use of a common 

space called “the patio.” Early in the morning and late in 

the afternoon, the space hosts vehicular traffic. Between 

these times, the area is gated and secured for playground 

activities. 

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE MATERIALS: Southern Star Concrete; MASONRY UNITS: 

Acme Brick, Featherlite; CAST STONE: Advanced Cast Stone; MASONRY 

VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Acme Brick; ROOF AND  WALL PANELS: Berridge; METAL 

ROOFING: Berridge; FASCIA AND  SOFFIT PANELS: Berridge; MEMBRANE ROOFING: 

Firestone; ENTRANCES AND  STOREFRONTS: United States Aluminum; TILE: 

Daltile; VINYL FLOORING: Armstrong

Walker Creek 
Elementary

1

3

4

5

2

6

7

8

SITE PLAN
 1 VISITOR PARKING
 2 2ND GRADE
 3 1ST GRADE
 4 KINDERGARTEN
 5 LIBRARY
 6 FRONT ENTRANCE
 7 ADMINISTRATION 
 8 ACTIVITY ROOM   
 9 CAFETORIUM
 10 SERVICE YARD   
 11 FACULTY PARKING 
 12 ARBOR
 13 PLAYGROUND
 14 ‘THE PATIO’
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We at Cook+Fox Architects 
are inspired by the collective 
wisdom of the U.S. Green 
Building Council, and the 
standard for leadership set 
by LEED®. USGBC continuously 
upgrades and expands 
LEED, keeping up with new 
concepts and technologies 
and eagerly advancing the 
effort to fundamentally change 
how people experience 
buildings…and how buildings 
experience people.

Immediate savings. 
Measurable results.
LEED delivers green.

Learn how: USGBC.org

Our Studio 
Saves Energy, 
Water…
and Money.  
That’s Green.

PHOTO: GRANT DELIN     RENDERING: ©
 DBOX FOR COOK+FOX ARCHITECTS

USGBC_TexArch_Ad1205.indd   1 12/5/06   3:02:45 PM
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P R O J E C T  Karen Wagner High School, San Antonio

C L I E N T  Judson ISD

A R C H I T E C T  PBK

C O N T R A C T O R  Joeris General Contractors

C O N S U L T A N T S  Reynolds-Schlattner-Chetter-Roll (structural); 

Goetting & Associates (MEP); Robert Simpson & Associates (food 

service); BAi (acoustics); Gould Evans Associates (landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Jud Haggard

P O R T F O L I O :  2 0 0 6  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Completed in August 2005, Karen Wagner High School is 

located on a 100-acre hilltop overlooking San Antonio’s 

downtown skyline. The footprint features a formation of 

two Y’s placed end-to-end. This design compresses the 

399,949-sf building while allowing the maximum amount 

of natural light to permeate the interior. Windows line the 

corridors, affording views to the outdoors and providing 

a sense of orientation and direction within the building. 

Two secondary corridors bisect the main mall in either 

direction, and tertiary corridors help in the daily movement 

and security of students. Security is easily maintained by 

placing administrators at the various intersections. All 

stairwells either open to the corridors or have windows to 

the exterior as an added measure of security. PBK designed 

the school to reflect a collegiate atmosphere that would 

encourage a sense of pride in students, faculty, adminis-

trators, and the community of Judson ISD. The building’s 

interior reinforces this atmosphere through the use of 

subtle and elegant colors, materials, and finishes. The 

design also incorporates native materials such as lightly 

colored limestone and brick, contributing to the school’s lo-

cal character. The school’s interior spaces maintain a level 

of separation between upper and lower-level classmates. 

Grade levels are grouped in different classroom areas, but 

students interact in common spaces such as the library, 

athletics, and the fine arts wing. The building’s entry is 

oriented to align with the 1968 Hemis Fair’s Tower of the 

Americas in downtown San Antonio.  

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

Karen Wagner High School

SITE PLAN
 1 VISITOR PARKING
 2 MAIN ENTRY
 3 ADMINISTRATION
 4 COMMONS
 5 FOOD SERVICE
 6 LIBRARY
 7 CLASSROOMS 
 8 BAND
 9 MUSIC/FINE ARTS
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 10 FORUM 
 11 MECHANICS
 12 COMPETITION GYM
 13 AUXILIARY GYM
 14 FUTURE EXPANSION
 15 PARKING
 16 STAFF PARKING
 17 STUDENT PARKING
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R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: Pavestone; UNIT PAVERS: Pavestone; 

ATHLETIC AND RECREATIONAL SURFACING: Plexipave; FENCES, GATES, AND HARD-

WARE: Aztec Ornamental; PRECAST AUTOCLAVED AERATED CONCRETE WALL AND 

ROOF PANELS: Tectrum; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Interceramic; 

MASONRY UNITS: Elgin-Butler Brick; LIMESTONE: Interceramic; CAST STONE: 

Texas Quarries; METAL MATERIALS: Aurora; METAL DECKING: Consolidated 

Systems; ROOF AND DECK INSULATION: Tectum; MEMBRANE ROOFING: Soprema; 

METAL ROOFING: Berridge Manufacturing; SPECIALTY DOORS: The Cornell 

Iron Works; UNIT SKYLIGHTS : Skywall Translucent; STRUCTURAL GLASS 

CURTAINWALL: Vistawall, AFG; TILE: Interceramic; ATHLETIC WOOD FLOORING: 

Action Floor Systems; WALL COVERINGS: Kenmark; ACOUSTICAL TREATMENTS: 

Tectum; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Hufcor
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2202 Chalk Hill Road
Dallas, TX 75212
972.263.0006 Fax
1.888.202.9272

Your main source for Architectural
Concrete Masonry Units in Texas.

1109 Upland Dr., Suite C
Houston, Tx. 77043
713.365.9004 Fax
713.365.9077

See our new website at: www.palestineconcrete.com

Pal-SW bw1_6 p 12-06  12/7/06  2:16 PM  Page 1
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P R O J E C T  West Columbia Elementary, West Columbia

C L I E N T  Columbia-Brazoria ISD

A R C H I T E C T  SHW Group

C O N T R A C T O R  Tellepsen Builders

C O N S U L T A N T S  DBR Engineering Consultants (MEP); Brooks & Sparks 

(civil); Haynes Whaley Associates (structural); Millunzi and Associ-

ates (food services)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Richard Payne, FAIA

P O R T F O L I O :  2 0 0 6  T A S A / T A S B  A W A R D S

1 / 2  2 0 0 7

Completed in September 2005, West Columbia Elementary 

is the realization of a vision to create a dramatically dif-

ferent learning environment for students. By combining the 

existing K-4 facility and the fifth and sixth grade facility, the 

architects created a 95,584-sf campus that promotes inter-

est and creativity. Classroom pods are uniquely designed to 

offer swing space for changing class needs. Wood, bright 

colors, and natural light stimulate students and encourage 

learning. Beyond the classroom settings, the entire facility 

is designed to serve as a learning tool. Corridors become 

extensions of classrooms, with geometrical floor patterns, 

time-line graphics, maps, and display space. Tile patterns 

in the hallways are configured to teach mathematical 

concepts, such as simple counting blocks in the lower 

grade level pods and more complex patterns in the upper 

grade level pods. Areas of the building are left exposed to 

enable the students to see how the internal mechanisms of 

the building operate (fire main, HVAC, mechanical, struc-

tural). The key feature of this project is a working sundial 

in the main foyer, which keeps time accurately because 

the design team calculated the longitude and latitude of 

the site. Depending on the season, light and shadows are 

projected through the glass panels in the school’s tower 

that students can interpret to tell the time. A science lab 

and two fine-arts classrooms open onto an outdoor space 

that provides an indoor/outdoor feel to instructional areas. 

A cistern captures rainwater from the roof to provide a 

water source for science classes.

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

R E S O U R C E S  FENCES: Merchants Metals; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: 

Shepler’s (Tilt Panel); CEMENTITIOUS DECKS: Tectum; CAST STONE: Star 

Medallion; UNIT MASONRY WALL ASSEMBLIES: Eagle-Cordell Concrete Prod-

ucts; MASONRY VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Acme Brick and Elgin-Butler (blend); 

EXTERIOR INSULATION AND FINISH SYSTEMS: Dow Building Materials; ROOF 

AND WALL PANELS: Millennium Building Components; MEMBRANE ROOFING: 

Flex Thermo; SPECIALTY DOORS: The Cookson Company; ENTRANCES AND 

STOREFRONTS: United States Aluminum; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: Major Industries- 

(translucent panel); GLASS: Oldcastle Glass; TILE: Daltile; SPECIAL CEILING 

SURFACES: USG Interiors; ATHLETIC SURFACING (INDOOR): Sport Court (Mondo 

USA, dist.); LAMINATE FLOORING: Armstrong; ACOUSTICAL WALL TREATMENTS: 

Tectum; QUARRY TILE: American Olean

West Columbia Elementary
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 PRE-KINDERGARTEN
 2 KINDERGARTEN
 3 1ST GRADE
 4 2ND GRADE
 5 3RD GRADE
 6 4TH GRADE
 7 5TH GRADE
 8 6TH GRADE   
 9 ADMINISTRATION
 10 LIBRARY   
 11 FINE ARTS 
 12 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 13 DINING 
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Challenged by scarcity of land in a densely populated neighborhood, BRW Architects 

combined Tasby Middle School (above) and Lowe Elementary onto a single site.
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“DALLAS SCHOOLS” continued from page 25
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(above) Allied Works expansion of Booker T. Washington School for the Performing 

and Visual Arts revolves around an outdoor amphitheater. (below) Separate volumes 

for each of the school’s five program clusters (music, dance, theater, visual arts, and 

academics) provide individual identity.
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npefm!up!uif!tuvefout!po!uif!nfuipet!up!f�fdu!dibohf/!Uijt!tdippm!!mjlfxjtf!
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ejtusjdu!xjui!uif!ßstu!buimfujd!dpnqmfy!gps!wbstjuz!tqpsut!jo!pwfs!46!zfbst/!

Uispvhi!dbsfgvm!qmboojoh!cz!EJTE-! jut!Cpoe!Qsphsbn!Bewjtpsz!
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A contributing editor of Texas Architect, Willis Winters, AIA, is the assistant director of planning, design, 

and construction for the City of Dallas Park and Recreation Department.
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Please visit us on the internet: www.acmebrick.com
or check the phone directory to contact your 

local Acme Brick Company sales office. 
Or please call 1-800-792-1234.

Welcome home to our range

“For this design, we found brick to be the perfect 
material to help us capture the spirit of the 
nearby Palo Duro Canyon. Acme Brick 
provided the large palette necessary to create 
the subtle striations and sculptural qualities.”
—Elizabeth Chu Richter, AIA, Richter Architects

Texas Travel Information Center, Amarillo  
Owner: Texas Department of Transportation   
Architect: Richter Architects, Corpus Christi   
General Contractor: Plains Builders, Inc., Amarillo   
Masonry Contractor: Broadus Masonry, Inc., Amarillo
Photographers: Craig Blackmon, AIA, BlackInk; David Richter, FAIA (snow)

The multicolored layers of Palo Duro Canyon 
enliven the open range of Texas. Striations in 
the canyon walls inspired the design of a nearby 
visitors’ center. Here, vibrant masonry hues 
recall a familiar feature of the state’s landscape: 
the distinctive colors of Acme Brick. Texans have 
built with Acme more than with any other brick, 
since 1891. Today, more than ever, selecting Acme 
means coming home to trusted quality and style. 

Winner, 2003 Brick in Architecture Award
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“Concrete” continued on page 64

Dpodfqut!jo!Dpodsfuf
Used creatively for more than 2,000 years, concrete endures as the world’s most common building mate-

b y  V A N C E  P O O L
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Dpodsfuf!jt!b!wfstbujmf!nbufsjbm!xiptf!bftuifujd!qspqfsujft!bsf!pgufo!opu!
voefstuppe/!Xifo!bsdijufdut!uijol!pg!dpodsfuf!uifz!bmm!upp!pgufo!uijol!pg!
cmboe!ujmu.vq!dpodsfuf!xbsfipvtft-!qmbjo!dpodsfuf!tjefxbmlt-!boe!cpsjoh!
tusvduvsbm!qspqfsujft/!Gpsuvobufmz-!nboz!bsdijufdut!bsf!tffjoh!uif!mjn.
jumftt!cpvoebsjft!pg!xibu!dpodsfuf!dbo!ep-!opu!pomz!tusvduvsbmmz-!cvu!
bftuifujdbmmz/
Dpodsfuf-!uif!nptu!xjefmz!vtfe!cvjmejoh!nbufsjbm!jo!uif!xpsme-!ibt!

qspwfo!jut!tvtubjobcjmjuz!boe!evsbcjmjuz!uispvhi!uxp!njmmfoojb!pg!vtf!
ebujoh!cbdl!up!Spnbo!tusvduvsft!tujmm!jo!vtf!upebz/!Uif!Qbouifpo-!cvjmu!jo!
uif!tfdpoe!dfouvsz!B/E/-!jt!b!tijojoh!fybnqmf!pg!bmm!uif!qptjujwf!buusjcvuft!
dpodsfuf!csjoht!up!b!qspkfdu/!Uif!tusvduvsbm!cfofßut-!bftuifujdt-!boe!evsb.
cjmjuz!bsf!vorvftujpobcmf/!Gspn!bo!fowjsponfoubm!tuboeqpjou-!xibu!dbo!
cf!npsf!tvtubjobcmf!uibo!up!cvjme!tpnfuijoh!xijdi!ibt!b!qspevdujwf!mjgf!pg!
uxp!njmmfoojb!boe!tujmm!dpvoujoh@!Dpvoumftt!puifs!tjnjmbs!fybnqmft!fyjtu!
jo!uif!tusvduvsft!qspevdfe!cz!uif!Spnbo!Fnqjsf/!

In the hands of a talented designer, concrete can evoke a sense of timelessness and utmost simplicity. (above) The parallel concrete vaults of Louis Kahn’s Kimbell Art Museum in 

Fort Worth illustrate the versatility of concrete as durable structure. (below) Tadao Ando drew inspiration from Kahn when designing the neighboring Modern Art Museum of Fort 

Worth. Ando’s cast-in-place concrete imbues the museum’s galleries with lustrous tactility.
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I N S I G H T :  M A S O N R Y  &  C O N C R E T E
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dpmvnot!ps!cfbnt!jt!opu!pomz!dpnnpoqmbdf-!cvu!ibt!qspwfo!up!cf!wfsz!
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pg!tuffm!xijmf!qspwjejoh!uif!tbnf!vtbcmf!joufsjps!wpmvnf/!Fwfo!tusvduvsbm!
fmfnfout!dbo!cfdpnf!bftuifujdbmmz!qmfbtjoh/!Pof!pomz!ibt!up!mppl!bu!Mf!
DpscvtjfsÖt!nboz!qspkfdut!gspn!uif!fbsmz!uxfoujfui!dfouvsz-!Gsbol!Mmpze!
XsjhiuÖt!fmfhbou!dpmvnot!jo!uif!Kpiotpo!Xby!cvjmejoh-!XsjhiuÖt!Hvhhfo.
ifjn-!ps!Sjdibse!NfjfsÖt!fmfhbou!dpodsfuf!dvswft!jo!ijt!Kvcjmff!Divsdi!
jo!Spnf/!Bmm!pg!uiftf!bsdijufdut!vtfe!dpodsfuf!jo!xbzt!gfx-!jg!boz-!cfgpsf!
uifn!fwfs!ibe/
Uif!nbttft!pg!Gsbol!HfiszÖt!Hvhhfoifjn!Nvtfvn!jo!Cjmcbp-!bt!xfmm!

bt!tpnf!pg!ijt!puifs!eftjhot-!bsf!hbsofsjoh!b!mpu!pg!buufoujpo!uiftf!ebzt/!
Uifsf!jt!fwfo!b!UW!tqfdjbm!po!uif!vojrvf!bqqspbdi!up!tusvduvsbm!fohjoffsjoh!

uibu!xbt!sfrvjsfe!up!efwfmpq!eftjhot!boe!dpoofdujpot/!Uijt!qpjout!pvu!bo!
joifsfou!ej�fsfodf!cfuxffo!dpodsfuf!boe!tuffm/!Dpodsfuf!jt!mjlf!Ómjrvje!
tupof/Ô!Ju!dbo!cf!gpsnfe!joup!boz!tibqf!bo!bsdijufdu!dbo!jnbhjof/!Cfoejoh!
pg!sfjogpsdjoh!tuffm!jt!nvdi!tjnqmfs!uibo!uif!gbcsjdbujpo!pg!vojrvf!tuffm!
cpyft-!cfbnt-!ps!nfncfst/!Xifo!zpv!uijol!pg!bsdift-!qjbop!dvswft-!ps!
boz!dpnqmfy!tibqf-!dpodsfuf!jt!uif!fbtz!botxfs/
Uif!ufyuvsf!boe!tvsgbdf!dibsbdufsjtujdt!pg!bo!pckfdu!dbo!nblf!bo!pckfdu!

ps!cvjmejoh!jnqbsu!dpnqmfufmz!ej�fsfou!gffmjoht/!Uijol!pg!b!tqifsf!ps!
cbmm/!B!cpxmjoh!cbmm!ps!nbscmf!fwplft!pof!jnbhf-!b!ufoojt!cbmm!bopuifs-!
boe!ipx!bcpvu!uiptf!mjuumf!tujdlfst!zpv!qjdl!vq!po!uif!mfht!pg!zpvs!qbout!
xifo!xboefsjoh!uispvhi!uif!csvti/!Bmm!bsf!uif!cbtjd!tibqf!pg!b!cbmm!boe!bmm!
bsf!wfsz!ej�fsfou/!Nboz!pg!vt!ibwf!cfdpnf!gbnjmjbs!xjui!uijt!jo!dpodsfuf!
tmbct-!àppst-!boe!ibsetdbqjoh!pg!qspkfdut/!Zpv!dbo!ejbnpoe.hsjoe!boe!

“Headline” continued on page 66

Built early in the second century A.D., the Pantheon in Rome is still in use today. Coffering on the inner face of the dome, ingeniously designed by an unknown architect who 

capped the apex with pure space, retains its structural integrity and inspirational power. Time also seems to stand still under Kahn’s barrel vaults at the Kimbell where natural 

light permeates the interior galleries through a series of longitudinal slits in the concrete ceiling.

“Concrete” continued on page 66
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“Concrete” continued from page 62
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Read the book. See the movie.

7KH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�WRWDO�PDVRQU\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�FRXOG�ILOO�YROXPHV��:H�GHFLGHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�PRUH�PDQDJHDEOH�IRUP�

)LQG�RXW�KRZ�WR�XVH�WKH�WRWDO�PDVRQU\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�V\VWHP�RQ�\RXU�QH[W�VFKRRO�SURMHFW��2UGHU�\RXU�IUHH�FRS\�RI

$UH�<RX�%XLOGLQJ�D�6FKRRO�«�RU�D�/LDELOLW\" DQG�WKH�FRPSDQLRQ�&'��

ERWK�LQYDOXDEOH�UHVRXUFHV��WRGD\��1R�DUFKLWHFW�VKRXOG�EH�ZLWKRXW�WKHP��

9LVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�RU�FDOO�XV�

SouthWestern Brick Institute

WRWDOPDVRQU\�FRP
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qpmjti!dpodsfuf!up!buubjo!b!hmpttz!tupof.mjlf!ßojti/!Ps-!zpv!dbo!uspxfm!ju!
up!buubjo!b!tvsgbdf!tjnjmbs!up!b!dpnnpo!tjefxbml/!Uifsf!bsf!tubnqt!boe!
spmmfst!uibu!dbo!jnqbsu!tupof-!csjdl-!tmbuf-!ps!ujmf!ufyuvsft!mjlf!bmnptu!boz!
nbufsjbm!qsfwjpvtmz!vtfe!cz!nbo/!Xibu!nboz!eftjhofst!bsf!kvtu!opx!mfbso.
joh!jt!uibu!uif!tbnf!dbqbcjmjujft!fyjtu!gps!joufsjps!ps!fyufsjps!xbmm!tvsgbdft/!
Xifo!Hfpshjb!Jotujuvuf!pg!UfdiopmphzÖt!Dpmmfhf!pg!Bsdijufduvsf!beefe!po!
up!jut!gbdjmjuz!jo!uif!mbuf!2:81t-!uif!Jotujuvuf!sfrvjsfe!uibu!bmm!cvjmejoht!
dpoubjo!b!tjhojßdbou!qfsdfoubhf!pg!csjdl!jo!uifjs!gbdbeft/!Bt!bo!beejujpo-!
uif!eftjhofst!xfsf!bcmf!up!vtf!b!mbshf!bnpvou!pg!Ócvti!ibnnfsfeÔ!dpodsfuf!

jo!uifjs!ofx!gbdbeft/!Opu!pomz!xbt!uijt!vojrvf!po!dbnqvt-!ju!xbt!b!dptumz!
qspdftt!bu!uif!ujnf/!Upebz-!b!tjnqmf!gpsn!mjofs!dpvme!ibwf!cffo!qmbdfe!jo!uif!
gpsn!qsjps!up!dpodsfuf!qmbdfnfou!boe!uif!tbnf!tvsgbdf!xpvme!cf!bdijfwfe/!
Gpsn!mjofst!dbo!dsfbuf!jnjubujpot!pg!bmnptu!boz!uzqf!tvsgbdf-!gspn!csjdl!
up!tupof/!Fwfo!uif!ujmu.vq!joevtusz-!mpoh!ejtsftqfdufe!bt!b!eftjho!dipjdf-!
opx!ibt!pqujpot!mjlf!uijo!csjdl!jombzt!boe!uif!dsfbujwf!vtf!pg!tuvddp!boe!
jotvmbujpo!up!nblf!kvtu!bcpvu!boz!uzqf!pg!tvsgbdf!usfbunfou-!cpui!fbtjmz!
boe!jofyqfotjwfmz/!
Dpmps!jt!pof!pg!uif!bsfbt!up!ibwf!jnqspwfe!jo!uif!mbtu!gfx!zfbst/!Uifsf!

xbt!b!ujnf!xifo!jnqbsujoh!dpmps!xbt!tusjdumz!cbtfe!po!uif!tljmm!pg!uif!
tvcdpousbdups!epjoh!uif!xpsl/!Dpotjtufodz!xbt!opu!b!sfbmjuz/!Upebz-!nboz!

dpodsfuf!qmbout!jo!Ufybt!ibwf!joufhsbm!dpmps!
tztufnt!xijdi!vtf!dpnqvufst!up!jnqbsu!tqfdjßd!
bnpvout!pg!pof!up!gpvs!ej�fsfou!qjhnfou!nbuf.
sjbmt!joup!dpodsfuf!bmmpxjoh!nvdi!jnqspwfe!
rvbmjuz!dpouspm!pwfs!qsfwjpvt!nfuipet/!Kvtu!
mppl!epxo!bu!uif!àpps!jo!boz!sfdfoumz!cvjmu!Xbm.
Nbsu!Tvqfsdfoufs/!Uif!sfeejti!cspxo!àpps!jo!
uif!nbjo!qpsujpo!pg!uif!cvjmejoh!jt!joufhsbmmz!
dpmpsfe!dpodsfuf/!Ju!dpoubjot!ivoesfet!pg!usvdl.
mpbet!pg!dpodsfuf-!fbdi!cbudife!joefqfoefoumz-!
pg!bmnptu!fybdumz! uif!tbnf!dpmps/!Uijt!tbnf!
ufdiopmphz!bhbjo!jt!bqqmjdbcmf!up!cpui!wfsujdbm!
boe!ipsj{poubm!dpodsfuf!tvsgbdft/!Tp!zpv!dpvme!

Concrete, when used thoughtfully as here at the Modern 

Art Museum of Fort Worth, can result in a visually rich 

and tactile surface that materializes into pure form.
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2202 Chalk Hill Road
Dallas, TX 75212
972.263.0006 Fax
1.888.202.9272

Your main source for Architectural Concrete Masonry Units in Texas.

1109 Upland Dr., Suite C
Houston, Tx. 77043
713.365.9004 Fax
713.365.9077

See our new website at: www.palestineconcrete.com

Pal-SW 4C 1_6 p 12-06  12/7/06  2:37 PM  Page 1

“Concrete” continued from page 64
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Be a Zag.
In a landscape filled with Zigs, Hanson Brick’s 
Rock Series stands out in a crowd.  

Our Rock Series products are easily  
installed and help differentiate your  
designs from your competitors’. 

Call 877-HANSON8 or 
visit: www.hansonbrick.com. 

Big Glee Office  
Building, Mesquite  
Buff Texas Stone  
and Modular V102 
Architect: Stacy  
Architectural Studio,  
Dallas

HSN-763 - TX Arch 1/3 HB255.indd1   1 11/29/06   3:06:41 PM

I N S I G H T

dbtu!b!xbmm!xjui!gpsn!mjofst!boe!bee!dpmps!up!
dsfbuf!b!pof.pg.b.ljoe!tvsgbdf!uibu!sfqmjdbuft!
puifs!nbufsjbmt!jg!zpv!xjti-!ps!ejtujodumz!jmmvt.
usbuft!ju!jt!b!vojrvf!nbufsjbm/!
Xf!ibwf!mpplfe!bu!dpodsfuf!cvjmejoht!gspn!

uif!qbtu! uxp!njmmfoojb!xijdi!jmmvtusbuf! uif!
evsbcjmjuz!boe!tvtubjobcjmjuz!pg!uijt!nbufsjbm/!
Xf!ibwf!nfoujpofe!uif!qpufoujbm!dptu!tbwjoht!
bttpdjbufe!xjui!dpodsfuf!bt!b!tusvduvsbm!tztufn!
jo!cvjmejoht/!Xf!ibwf!upvdife!po!dpodsfufÖt!
vonbudife!bcjmjuz!up!cf!gpsnfe!joup!boz!tibqf!
jnbhjobcmf/!Xf!mpplfe!bu!uif!mjnjumftt!wbsjfuz!
pg!ufyuvsft-!tvsgbdft-!boe!dpmpst!bwbjmbcmf!up!bo!
bsdijufdu!xifo!tqfdjgzjoh!dpodsfuf/!Xifo!ublfo!
bt!b!xipmf-!ju!jt!op!xpoefs!dpodsfuf!dpoujovft!
up!hspx!bt!uif!cvjmejoh!nbufsjbm!pg!dipjdf!jo!
uif!V/T/

Wbodf!Qppm!jt!uif!Ipvtupo.cbtfe!obujpobm!sftpvsdf!
ejsfdups! gps! uif!Obujpobm!Sfbez!Njy!Dpodsfuf!
Bttpdjbujpo/!Xjui!npsf!uibo!36!zfbst!pg!joevtusz!
fyqfsjfodf-!if!gsfrvfoumz!tqfblt!po!upqjdt!sfmbufe!up!
dpodsfuf!boe!uif!dpotusvdujpo!joevtusz/

Stained and scored concrete creates durable flooring, 

such as that used at North Park Center in Dallas where 

the sleek surface complements monumental sculpture.
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The only 
paper product 

you should 
build with.

SouthWestern Brick Institute

WRWDOPDVRQU\�FRP
������������

7KH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�WRWDO�PDVRQU\

FRQVWUXFWLRQ�FRXOG�ILOO�YROXPHV�

:H�GHFLGHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�PRUH

PDQDJHDEOH�IRUP��2UGHU�\RXU�IUHH

FRS\�RI $UH�<RX�%XLOGLQJ�D�6FKRRO

RU�D�/LDELOLW\" DQG

WKH�FRPSDQLRQ�

&'��ERWK

LQYDOXDEOH�

UHVRXUFHV��1R�

DUFKLWHFW�VKRXOG

EH�ZLWKRXW�WKHP��9LVLW�RXU�

ZHEVLWH�RU�FDOO�XV�
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Building a Better Wall

Xibu!ibqqfot!xifo!zpv!hjwf!tpqipnpsf!bsdijufduvsf!tuvefout!csjdlt!
boe!npsubs@!Ifspjd!dboujmfwfst!hp!pvu!pg!tuzmf-!boe!gpsnbm!joopwbujpo!
gpmmpxt!gspn!tusvduvsbm!lopx.ipx/!Po!Tfqu/!2:!evsjoh!uif!boovbm!Csjdl!
Ebz-!tuvefout!bu!uif!Vojwfstjuz!pg!IpvtupoÖt!Hfsbme!E/!Ijoft!Dpmmfhf!pg!
Bsdijufduvsf!ibe!b!dibodf!up!qvu!up!vtf!uif!uifpsz!uifz!mfbso!jo!mfduvsfs!
Spcfsu!NpssjtÖ!tusvduvsft!dmbtt/
Csjdl!EbzÖt!svmft!bsf!tjnqmf;!fbdi!eftjho!ufbn!pg!hsbevbuf!boe!voefs.

hsbevbuf!tuvefout!jt!btlfe!up!usbotgpsn!31!csjdlt!joup!b!tfdujpo!pg!mpbe.
cfbsjoh!xbmm/!Uifjs!tvddftt!xpvme!cf!sbufe!po!dsbgu!bcjmjuz-!eftjho-!boe!
tusvduvsbm!bqqspqsjbufoftt/!Bu!uijt!fwfou!31!ufbnt!gbdfe!p�!up!dpnqfuf!
gps!ßwf!bxbsetÒqmbujovn-!hpme-!tjmwfs-!cspo{f-!boe!{jod/
Uif!tuvefout!tfu!gpsui!uszjoh!up!sfdbmm!uif!ej�fsfodf!cfuxffo!spxmpdl!

tijofs!boe!tbjmps!dpvstft-!ps!sfnfncfs!xiz!uif!jotusvdups!ubmlfe!tp!nvdi!
bcpvu!uif!Npobeopdl!Cvjmejoh/!Tp-!xjui!qsf.esbxo!qmbot!jo!iboe-!fbdi!
ufbn!pg!tjy!tuvefout!xbt!hjwfo!b!ßstu!mfttpo!jo!csjdlmbzjoh/!Uif!Ufybt!
Nbtposz!Dpvodjm!qspwjefe!uif!uppmt!boe!nbufsjbmt!gps!uif!fwfou-!boe!uif!
Bttpdjbufe!Nbtposz!Dpousbdupst!pg!Ipvtupo!qspwjefe!uif!wpmvouffs!csjdl!
nbtpo!jotusvdupst/
Cmpdl!cz!cmpdl-!uif!xbmmt!cfhbo!up!fnfshf/!Bt!ufbn!nfncfst!tqfdjbm.

j{fe!Ñ!pof!upxfmjoh!npsubs-!bopuifs!difdljoh!uif!xbmm!gps!qmvnc!boe!
mfwfm!Ñ!uifjs!hspxjoh!bqujuvef!gps!mbzjoh!csjdl!dpvme!cf!sfbe!uispvhi!
uif!dpvstft!mjlf!b!ijtupsz-!fbdi!mfwfm!tusbjhiufs!uibo!uif!ofyu/!Cvu!bt!uif!

University of Houston architecture students face off with bricks and mortar

B y  A l e x  L a h t i

tuvefout!mfbsofe!jo!dmbtt-!b!xbmm!jt!pomz!bt!tuspoh!bt!jut!gpvoebujpoÒtp!
tpnf!ufbnt!diptf!up!ejtnboumf!boe!sfcvjme!uifjs!xbmmt!xjui!uifjs!ofxmz!
ipofe!tljmmt/
Uif!eftjhot!xfsf!bt!wbsjfe!bt!uifsf!xfsf!ufbntÒtpnf!trvbu-!tpnf!ubmm-!

tpnf!tusbjhiugpsxbse/!Puifst!njhiu!cf!dbmmfe!Óefdpotsusvdujwjtu/Ô!B!gfx!
hspvqt!ebsfe!up!cvjme!dpscfmmfe!bsdift/!Pof!ufbn-!dpnqsjtfe!tpmfmz!pg!
gfnbmf!tuvefout-!qsjefe!uifjs!xbmmÖt!tusbjhiu!hspvu!mjoft/!Bopuifs!qspvemz!
tipxfe!p�!uifjs!tfsqfoujof!xbmm;!Ókvtu!mjlf!Uipnbt!Kf�fstpoÖt-Ô!uifz!tbje!
jo!dipsvt/!Boe!gps!uif!nptu!qbsu-!uif!tuvefout!xfsf!bcmf!up!bdijfwf!uifjs!
eftjho!joufoujpot-!nboz!benjuujoh!uibu!uifz!xpvme!ep!ju!ej�fsfoumz!jo!uif!
gvuvsf/!Boe!uibu!jt!fybdumz!xibu!Csjdl!Ebz!jt!bcpvu-!hjwjoh!zpvoh!eftjhofst!
uif!dibodf!up!nblf!njtublft/
Jotusvdupst!bu!uif!Dpmmfhf!pg!Bsdijufduvsf!ibwf!b!tjnjmbs!buujuvefÒmfbso.

joh!ibqqfot!cftu!uispvhi!epjoh/!Cvsefuuf!Lffmboe-!uif!obnftblf!gps!uif!
dpmmfhfÖt!gvuvsf!bewbodfe!eftjho!gbdjmjuz!uibu!xjmm!cf!b!ipnf!gps!uif!hspxjoh!
joevtusjbm!eftjho!efqbsunfou-!jt!sfnfncfsfe!gps!tvdi!bqipsjtnt!bt!Óuif!
xbs!jt!po!uif!xbmmt/Ô!J!xjmm!ofwfs!gpshfu!nz!tfdpoe.zfbs!tuvejp!jotusvdupsÖt!
fwfs.qsftfou!sftqpotf-!ÓXfmm-!mfuÖt!tff!ju/Ô!Tp!mfuÖt!qvu!csjdl!up!npsubs-!boe!
tff!xibu!dpnft!vq/

Bmfy!Mbiuj!jt!b!hsbevbuf!tuvefou!jo!uif!Vojwfstjuz!pg!IpvtupoÖt!Hfsbme!E/!Ijoft!
Dpmmfhf!pg!Bsdijufduvsf/

(above) University of Houston second-year architecture student Sonia Huda levels a brick as she and her Team 2 

cohorts participate in the ‘Build a Better Brick Wall Contest’ held during the University of Houston’s fall semester. (top 

right) Team 19 members Christian Hernandez, left, and Tony Torlucci apply mortar to complete their entry. (bottom 

right) From left to right, Amanda Hoxter, Huong Nguyen, Athena Patira, Rafael Morales, and Justin Drace of Team 9  

precisely level the two types of masonry used in constructing their wall.
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Excellence in Brick
Award-winning Corpus Christi school demonstrates complex but ‘fun’ brickwork 

b y  J a i m e  P o w e l l

Jo! b! podf! dibsnjoh!ofjhicpsippe!opx! jo!
eftqfsbuf!offe!pg!b!gbdfmjgu-!uif!dpotusvdujpo!
pg!bo!bxbse.xjoojoh-!ofx!fmfnfoubsz!tdippm!
ibt!jhojufe!b!mpoh.bxbjufe!ofjhicpsippe!sfwj.
ubmj{bujpo/!
Xjui! joqvu! gspn!Sjdiufs!Bsdijufdut-! uif!

Dpsqvt!Disjtuj!Joefqfoefou!Tdippm!Ejtusjdu!
diptf!up!cvjme!uif!ofx!Pbl!Qbsl!Tqfdjbm!Fnqib.
tjt!Tdippm!dbnqvt!po!Mfpqbse!Tusffu-! jo!uif!
ifbsu!pg!pof!pg!Dpsqvt!DisjtujÖt!pmeftu!boe!nptu!
ftubcmjtife!ofjhicpsippet/!
Uif!Sjdiufs! ufbn!xfou! up!xpsl!tjujoh! uif!
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Appearing as twisting tree trunks, columns at Oak Park Elementary’s entry canopy illustrate the architects’ description 

of brick as a ‘fun’ and ‘fluid’ building material.
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P R O J E C T  Oak Park Elementary School, Corpus Christi

C L I E N T  Corpus Christi Independent School District

A R C H I T E C T  Richter Architects

D E S I G N  T E A M  David Richter, FAIA; Elizabeth Chu Richter, FAIA; Sam 

Morris, AIA; Sheldon Schroeder, AIA; Stephen Cox, AIA; Lonnie Gatlin, 

Assoc. AIA; Maya Richter, Assoc. AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  Don Krueger Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Maverick Engineering (structural); Randy Thompson 

(civil); Stridde, Callins & Associates (MEP); Doug Wade Landscape 

Architect (landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  David Richter, FAIA; Larry Rose

R E S O U R C E S  PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Redondo Manufacturing; 

UNIT MASONRY WALL ASSEMBLIES: Southwest Concrete Products; MASONRY 

VENEER ASSEMBLIES: D’Hanis Brick & Tile Company; LAMINATED VENEER 

LUMBER: Boise Cascade; METAL ROOF PANELS: Centria; MEMBRANE ROOFING: 

Johns Manville; HOLLOW METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: Curries Hollow Metal 

Doors and Frames; GLASS AND GLAZING: EFCO Corporation; PLASTIC WALL 

PANELS: Suntuf; TILE: Daltile; WOOD CEILINGS: Imperial Mill & Fixture; PER-

FORATED METAL ACOUSTIC ABSORBER AND ACOUSTICAL WALL PANEL: Alpro Acousti-

cal Systems; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: Corpus Christi Stamp Works 

The 59,000-square-foot Oak Park Elementary was recognized with top honors in the 2006 Brick in Architecture awards program sponsored by the Brick Industry Association. The 

architects selected D’Hanis brick because the material corresponded with the Hispanic heritage of the Oak Park neighborhood in Corpus Christi.
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Walter P Moore Receives Top Honor Second Year in a Row
Walter P Moore was named “Best Structural Engineering Firm to Work 
For” for the second consecutive year in the third annual competition held 
by Structural Engineer. The program ranks firms based on the quality of 
their workplace environment. Companies in the competition ranged in 
size from 12 to more than 1,000 employees. Walter P Moore is a national 
engineering and consulting firm with 75 years of experience in engineer-
ing excellence.

Architecture Sold, Retooled as Hanley Wood’s Architect
Architect, Hanley Wood’s newest launch born from Architecture, addresses 
architects and their process. The magazine aspires to build community 
around issues of universal concern to the profession, including techno-
logical change, social and environmental sustainability, business growth, 
practice management, and design, according to Editor-In-Chief Ned 
Cramer. Hanley Wood’s parallel Web-based publication, www.architect-
magazine.com, features a reader-submitted design gallery, breaking news, 
product resources, and continuing education. Hanley Wood purchased 
Architecture and Architectural Lighting from VNU Business Media, Inc. 
in late 2006. 

Brick Industry Association Offers Technical Notes
The Brick Industry Association’s Technical Notes feature landscape 
design, detailing, and construction information with guidelines on the use 
of clay brick in exterior projects. “Full of detailed directions, standards 
and recommended practices, Technical Notes is an excellent resource 
for anyone seeking to expand their knowledge base,” said Dick Jennison, 
president and chief executive of BIA. The BIA Technical Notes program 
began in the 1960s and has grown to include nearly 100 documents.  A 
complete review of all of the documents is currently underway, and BIA 
expects to publish several new Technical Notes for landscape architects 
and paving applications within the next several months.  Each set of notes 
and guidelines has been thoroughly researched to ensure that it conforms 
to code-accepted practices and regulations. Information of principal inter-
est to landscape architects includes subjects such as Brick in Landscape 
Architecture and Pedestrian Applications which describes brick paving 
systems used in landscape design and landscape architecture and the 
ways such systems relate to brick masonry. For more information on the 
Brick Industry Association, or to download Technical Notes free-of-charge, 
visit the BIA Web site at www.gobrick.com/pavers.

for  interior  designers & architects
�"!'�!(�!����(��'�"!

For all your continuing education needs,
call 1 800 264 9605 or visit us online at www.DesignArts.Net

www.JEAcoustics.com
Tel   512/371-0800
Fax  512/371-0825
1705 West Koenig Lane
Austin, Texas   78756

www.JEAcoustics.com
Tel   512/371-0800
Fax  512/371-0825
1705 West Koenig Lane
Austin, Texas   78756

Architectural Acoustics 
Sound Isolation 

Mechanical Noise & Vibration 
Environmental Noise 

Architectural Acoustics
Sound Isolation

Mechanical Noise & Vibration
Environmental Noise

JEAcoustics is proud to have been Acoustical Consultants for the 
Jack E. Brown Chemical Engineering Building, Texas A&M Univiversity

 Architect - 3D/International, Inc.
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Providing software solutions for
architects and engineers.

Project planning & project management tools, time and 
expense, billing, accounting, client relationship management
(CRM), proposal automation, purchasing, Forms 254/255

and SF330. All integrated in a single web enabled software.

William C. Ross, President
2440 Texas Parkway, Ste. 202, Missouri City, Texas 77489

VOICE: (281) 437-3458   FAX: (281) 416-9545
E-MAIL: wross@sematex.com   CELL: (281) 513-2458

AUTHORIZED
DELTEK
SOLUTION
PROVIDER

DELTEK VISION
(COMPLETELY

WEB ENABLED)

DELTEK ADVANTAGE

DELTEK SEMA4 
(TRAINING AND

CUSTOMIZATION ONLY)

SEMATEX, INC.

E N G I N E E R I N G
ENVIRONMENTAL
F A C I L I T I E S
INFRASTRUCTURE

TESTING

Rooted in Texas Since 1968
rkci.comOffices Statewide
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THC Expects More Funds for Courthouse Restorations
With 35 county courthouses restored so far through the Texas Historic 
Courthouse Preservation Program, the Texas Historical Commission 
anticipates additional funding this year to restore another 20. The program 
serves to revitalize Texas’ downtowns by sparking a resurgence in economic 
development and creating heritage tourism destinations. THC officials 
say funds are expected to be approved by the 80th Texas Legislature and 
possibly through the Texas Department of Transportation enhancement 
program. The program was announced in June 1999 and provides partial 
matching grants to Texas counties for the restoration of their historic 
county courthouses. Since its inception, the program has been awarded 
$145 million in grant funds. According to THC, courthouse restorations 
have generated 4,692 jobs throughout Texas, more than $130 million in 
local income, and more than $177 million in gross state product. A grant 
from the Texas Land Title Association establishes a series of stewardship 
workshops that will provide individual training to ensure the structures are 
maintained and preserved. The program’s work has garnered national and 
international attention, with honors from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, the Association for Preservation Technology International, 
and Texas Society of Architects. The most recent rededications have taken 
place in Wharton, Bee, Menard, Bosque and DeWitt Counties. For more 
information regarding the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program, 
visit www.thc.state.tx.us.

Schuler Shook -DBC
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David Richter, FAIA, is a principal of Richter Architects 
in Corpus Christi.
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A gift to Texas schoolchildren commemorates AIA’s sesquicentennial 





 

 Interstate Brick
  
   

 Mountain Red  Valley Tan
 4 x 8 x 8

   Arctic White 
   Atlas  4 x 8 x 16

Muscle 
Material

Brick does the heavy lifting 

in design, with crisp, colorful 

options and soothing support 

for schedule and budget. 

Rich in history and tradition, 

liberating in cost and 

creativity, brick builds better 

when your trusted source is 

Blackson Brick Company, Inc.

Blackson    Brick Co.
 214.855.5051  blacksonbrick.com  

info@blacksonbrick.com   

architect 
WRA Architects, Dallas
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Pogue Const., McKinney
MASONRY CONTRACTOR 

Skinner Masonry, Mesquite

Terry Middle School
mesquite, Texas
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