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Hendrickson High School, Pflugerville
Original Texas Stone and 
Grey Modular Cultured Limestone #1400 
Architect: SHW Group, Austin
Masonry Contractor: P & S Masonry, Hamilton
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They all use it. Shouldn’t you?
When so many talented designers choose the same architectural design software to drive business forward, it’s more than a trend. 
It’s a sign you may be missing out on an exceptional resource. VectorWorks Architect offers architectural design firms powerful BIM 
features, unparalleled performance and uncommon value. Your competitors are taking advantage of top speed, as well as superior 
production and presentation capabilities—plus, seamless integration of 2D, 3D and building data. Shouldn’t you? 

Call 1-877-202-9101 today to receive your free copy of our demo CD.
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Louis H. Skidmore Jr., AIA
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Austin
MWPC

1214 W. 6th Street, Suite 102   Austin 78703

512-472-0955

Corpus Christi
800-698-6618   361-814-7000

Dallas/Coppell
425 Airline Drive, Suite 200   Coppell 75019

800-888-3667   972-304-1200

Fort Worth
4455 Camp Bowie Rd., #110  Fort Worth 76107

800-955-9667   817-737-8877

NEW LOCATION – Fredericksburg
603 RR 2093, Suite 1103

Tivydale Business Park   Fredericksburg 78624

830-685-3420

Houston
MWPC Lone Star

16002 Tomball Pkwy.   Houston 77086

800-934-3502   281-440-9090

Longview
1747 W. Loop 281   Longview 75604

800-288-3667   903-759-9675

Lubbock
5920 66th Street   Lubbock 79424

806-745-3363

McAllen   Brownsville   Laredo 
Fredericksburg   Kerrville

800-698-6618

San Antonio
814 Arion Pkwy., #109   San Antonio 78216

800-698-6618   210-494-8889

Flagstaff
928-226-0699

Phoenix
4346 E. Elwood, #102  Phoenix, Arizona 85040

800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Tucson
800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Shreveport
318-869-4220

For more information, please 

visit one of the centers listed below.
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Your source for Marvin Windows in Texas.  
Visit www.bmcwest.com.

Let your drafting pencil go where it will. Our windows can keep up.

Say good-bye to “can’t be done.” Marvin’s Signature 

Products and Services provide unique solutions to the 

most challenging projects. That means the widest possible choices in color, hardware  

and design (including completely custom profiles and casings – in clad or wood). 

Plus a guarantee of our most personalized service and unerring attention to detail.

©2006 Marvin Windows and Doors.  All rights reserved.  ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors.
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Nicholas Clayton’s Main Building, at far left, is still prominent as the oldest and most revered structure on campus. 

Barely visible on the right is Clayton’s Holy Cross Hall. Shown below, Sasaki and Associate’s 2005 campus master 

plan outlines building and landscape projects for the next 10 years.

St. Edward’s Strategy for Expansion Sets 
High Standards for Architects’ Selection
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For over 30 years, MBCI has continually set the standards in metal roof and wall systems with 
rigorously tested, superior quality products. Now, our vast offering bears the only certifi ed 
premium Seal in the industry so you know it is backed by MBCI. Our seasoned pros understand 
your building philosophy, accommodate your needs, and are dedicated to help you exceed 
your goals. Know what you are buying. Look for the Seal. Call 877.713.6224 or go online to 
www.mbci.com/ta and fi nd out how the MBCI Seal can assure success on your next project. 

M B C I  C E R T I F I E D.  T H E  N E W  S T A N D A R D.

16 MBCI locations to serve you:  Houston, TX 877.713.6224 | Adel, GA 888.446.6224 | Atlanta, GA 877.512.6224 | Atwater, CA 800.829.9324 | Dallas, TX 800.653.6224 

Indianapolis, IN 800.735.6224 | Lubbock, TX 800.758.6224 | Memphis, TN 800.206.6224 | Oklahoma City, OK 800.597.6224 | Omaha, NE 800.458.6224 | Phoenix, AZ 

888.533.6224 | Richmond, VA 800.729.6224 | Rome, NY 800.559.6224 | Salt Lake City, UT 800.874.2404 | San Antonio, TX 800.598.6224 | Tampa, FL 800.359.6224

A NCI Building Systems company listed on the NYSE as NCS

The company that set the standards 
 now defi nes them for everyone.        

Date: 8/14/06
Revision #: 0
Pub: Texas Architect
Size: Full Page 4C 9.125 x 10.8125 
Version: Commercial #1
Run Date: September/October 2006
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Among the future projects is a chapel designed by Rick Joy Architects that is planned for 

a central campus site. Shown below is Moore Ruble Yudell’s L-shaped Natural Science 

Center North, which was completed this year. Susman Tisdale Gayle of Austin was the 

associate architect for the science center.
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Pinnacle of Style

For the finest roof tile and service in the industry visit us at www.hansonrooftile.com.
*Roof tile shown: Regal Meadow  

Your customers want roofing materials that reflect their personal style and Hanson 
Roof Tile has the exceptional products they desire. With hundreds of combinations 
of colors and profiles from which to choose, Hanson Roof Tile crowns the buildings 
you design with a look that appeals to style conscious buyers.
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A Grand Space for a Grande River
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This photo from 1972 depicts Roma’s plaza essentially unchanged from its original condition 

as a dirt-covered public space. A pedestrian mall, added in 1976 for the U.S. Bicentennial, 

interrupted the continuity of the space and its sweeping view across the Rio Grande. The 

site plan shows the culmination of several phases of improvements, including the removal 

of the mall that was completed this summer.
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Remnants of a fresco, likely dating to the 1878 construc-

tion of the Ramirez Store, were uncovered during the 

recent work in Roma. The building is now occupied by 

the World Birding Center.
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Update: Threatened Houston Theaters

Art Deco monumental reliefs from the 1930s flank the 

stage in the River Oaks Theater.
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Park Planned for Dallas Arts District
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National Nonprofit Opens Regional Office To Help Fort Worth Restore Sacred Places

James Nader, AIA

Technology + Innovation + Land Symposium
Texas Tech’s College of Architecture introduces a 
symposium titled  T+I+L with events set to take place 
during tour days. Panel topics are: the built artiface, 
built work as instrumentality, and built landscapes. 
For locations and more information, call (806) 742-
3136 or go to www.arch.ttu.edu. NOV 2, 6–8.

Terence Riley Speaks at Rice University
The Menil/Rice Lecture Series “Architecture and 
Museums” hosts Modern Art, Modern Architecture, 
Modern Museums, a presentation by Terence Riley, 
director of the Miami Art Museum and former 
architecture and design curator at New York City’s 
Museum of Modern Art. This lecture, the second 
in a four-part series, will be held at Herring Hall. 
Call (713) 348-4276 or visit www.arthistory.rice.
edu/events.cfm. NOV. 6.

Galveston Historical Foundation Hosts Festival
The Galveston Historical Foundation hosts the 33rd 
annual Dickens on The Strand, Galveston’s Victorian 
holiday festival held in the city’s Strand National 
Historic Landmark District. This year’s festival pays 
tribute to the first world’s fair, The Great Exhibition 
of London. For more information, call (409) 765-
7834 or e-mail peggy.clark@galvestonhistory.org. 
DEC. 2–3.

Nominations Due for THC Preservation Awards 
The Texas Historical Commission has announced its 
call for the nominations of individuals, organizations, 
and projects dedicated to and active in preserv-
ing the treasures of Texas’ history for THC award 
recognition. Call (512) 463-5853 or visit www.thc.
state.tx.us for a listing of awards and guidelines for 
submittals. DEC. 8

Through the Eyes of an Architect Exhibit at UT
The Visual Resources Collection at UT Austin’s 
School of Architecture hosts Through the Eyes of an 
Architect: Images from R. James Coote’s Travels. The 
exhibit displays digital prints from selected 35mm 
slides donated by Professor Emeritus R. James 
Coote. The exhibit is on display in the Sutton build-
ing. For more information, call (512) 471-1922 or 
go to www.soa.utexas.edu. THRU JAN. 12. 

Ornament Project Supports Capitol Fund
The Capitol Ornament Project is offering a miniature 
replica of the Goddess of Liberty. Proceeds support 
preservation of the Texas Capitol. Call (512) 305-
8406 or go to www.TexasCapitolGiftshop.com. To 
guarantee delivery before Christmas, place orders 
by DEC. 12.
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Cspxotwjmmf!boe!Nbubnpspt
Historic sites and contemporary design interweave two border cities

b y  S T E P H E N  F O X
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Stephen Fox is a Fellow with the Anchorage Foundation. He teaches architectural history at Rice 
University and the University of Houston.

(opposite page) At the University of Texas at Brownsville/Texas Southmost College, 

profuse semitropical vegetation enhances the campus’ intimate, oasis-like placitas. 

(top) In Matamoros, the city’s former arsenal (1866) has been expanded as a history 

museum. (above) The restoration of Richard Neutra’s Kraigher House (1937) is under-

way in Brownsville by UTB/TSC faculty and students. Photos by Wayne Bell, FAIA.
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Connected Campus
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(above) The riverside view reflects RadioShack’s 

high-tech vision for the company’s future, with low-e 

glass curtainwall overlooking the area just north of 

downtown that will soon become Trinity River Uptown. 

(opposite page) In contrast, the architects designed 

the entry plaza to more closely adhere to the down-

town vernacular of red brick and material heft.

P R O J E C T  RadioShack Riverfront Campus, Fort Worth

C L I E N T  RadioShack Corporation

A R C H I T E C T  HKS

C O N T R A C T O R  BECK Group

C O N S U L T A N T S  HKS (interior); Walter P. Moore (structural); 

James Johnston & Associates (mechanical/electrical)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Blake Marvin; Ed LaCasse Photography
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Positioned closest to the public street, Store One is 

a testing ground for learning about the potential for 

certain products. Customer activities are tracked and 

analyzed to determine whether or not to produce a 

particular item for broad distribution.
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SITE PLAN
 1 MAIN ENTRY 
 2 URBAN PLAZA 
 3 STORE ONE
 4 EAST FORK OFFICE BUILDING
 5 TRINITY COMMONS BUILDING
  6 TRINITY RIVER
 7 CLEAR FORK OFFICE BUILDING
 8 WEST FORK OFFICE BUILDING
 9 BROADCAST BUILDING 
 10 PARKING GARAGE 
 11 FUTURE PARKING GARAGE
 12 FUTURE OFFICE BUILDING
 13 FUTURE TOWN LAKE WATER EDGE

N

EXECUTIVE FLOOR PLAN
 1 ELEVATOR LOBBY
 2 BREAK ROOM
 3 TEAM AREAS  
 4 CONFERENCE ROOMS
 5 WAITING/RECEPTION
 6 EXECUTIVE OFFICE  
 7 EXECUTIVE OFFICE WORK AREA
 8 PROJECTION ROOM
 9 OPEN OFFICE

N
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Stephen Sharpe is editor of Texas Architect magazine.

(above) RadioShack’s leadership asked for transpar-

ency in the design because it symbolized an important 

corporate attribute. Balconies on every level serve as 

ad hoc conference rooms for employees.
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R E S O U R C E S  PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Arkansas Precast; MASONRY 

UNITS: Acme;  LIMESTONE: Texas Quarries; METAL DECKING: Vulcraft; ARCHI-

TECTURAL METAL WORK: Classic Architectural Products; WATER REPELLANTS: 

Polyguard Sonneborn; ROOF AND WALL PANELS: Owens Corning, Fiberex; 

FASCIA AND SOFFIT PANELS: Siplast; WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: 

Algoma Hardwoods; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS : Ellison Entrance 

Systems; METAL WINDOWS: Vistawall; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: Naturalite; GLASS: 

Viracon Glass; GLAZED CURTAINWALL: Vistawall; TILE: Daltile; LAMINATE 

FLOORING: Dionite, Wilsonart, Nevamar, Formica; PAINTS: Benjamin 

Moore; CARPET: Interface; RESILIENT FLOORING: Tarkett; CEILINGS: Arm-

strong; MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: Howard McKinney Inc.; ACCESS FLOORS: 

Interface; LIGHTING CONTROLS: Lutron

(above) Interior spaces are infused with natural light. 

Large works of art displayed in corridors were com-

missioned by RadioShack to illustrate the company’s 

history or its mission. (below) Numerous areas are 

available for impromptu meetings among employees.
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b y  K A R E N  H A S T I N G S

Mixed-Use Attraction
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(above) Sculptural exterior features attract attention 

to the retail and office complex. (opposite page) North-

facing clerestory illuminate the atrium, with metal 

catwalks providing easy access for maintenance.

P R O J E C T  TrentonView Center, McAllen

C L I E N T  TrentonView, Ltd

A R C H I T E C T  Ashley Humphries & Sanchez Architects, PLLC

C O N T R A C T O R  TrentonView, Ltd.

C O N S U L T A N T S  Art Garcia, PE (civil); WSC, Inc. (structural); CRC, 

Inc. (MEP); fd2s (environmental graphics); Stephen Walker, ASLA 

(landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Hester + Hardaway
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(above) Located in McAllen’s rapidly developing north 

side, TrentonView Center is prominently sited to entice 

retail tenants and shoppers.
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R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS: Pavestone; STONE: Arte en Cantera; SHADE 

LATTICE: Tri-City Steel; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Tri-City Steel; ATRIUM WOOD 

DECK: RM Rodgers, Inc.; SIDING: MBCI; MEMBRANE ROOFING: Tamko Roofing 

Products; METAL ROOFING: MBCI; FASCIA AND SOFFIT PANELS: MBCI; ENTRANCES 

AND STOREFRONTS: US Aluminum; GLASS: ASG; CERAMIC RESTROOM TILE AND 

EXTERIOR TILE SIGNAGE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong; METAL 

CEILINGS: Hunter Douglas; PAINTS: Sherwin Williams
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Karen Hastings is a freelance writer based in Harlingen.
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(above) A series of concrete frames, tilted up in paral-

lel like dominoes, comprise the building’s structure 

and impose a rational arrangement of the programmed 

spaces. (opposite page) The framing elements are 

exposed on the interior as well as the exterior, reduc-

ing the overall amount of construction materials and 

surface finishes. 

P R O J E C T  Austin Resource Center for the Homeless (ARCH), Austin

C L I E N T  City of Austin Department of Public Works, Cynthia Jordan, 

AIA; Austin/Travis County Health & Human Services Department

A R C H I T E C T S  LZT Architects; Herman Thun, AIA; Murray Legge, AIA; 

Val Fuger, AIA; Alex Martinez; Luciana Misi; Dongxio Lui

C O N T R A C T O R  Journeyman Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  P.E. Structural Consultants (structural); Enotech 

Engineering Consultants (MEP); Urban Design Group (civil); Win-

terowd Associates (landscape); Bethany Ramey Architect (interior) 

Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems (sustainability); 

Austech Roofing (roof); ACR Engineering (commissioning agent); 

JEAcoustics (acoustics)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Thomas McConnell Photography
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FLOOR PLANS
 1 OUTDOOR ENTRY COURT
 2 LOBBY
 3 LAUNDRY ROOM
 4 LOCKER ROOM
 5 HEALTH CLINIC
 6 PARKING
 7 OUTDOOR ROOF TERRACE
 8 CAFETERIA
 9 KITCHEN
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 10 CONFERENCE ROOM
 11 LIGHTWELL
 12 SICKBAY
 13 OPEN OFFICE
 14 MEN’S SHOWER ROOM
 15 WOMEN’S SHOWER ROOM
 16 ART ROOM
 17 RESTROOM
 18 BUNK BEDS
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R E S O U R C E S  FINAL CLEANUP: TERMITE CONTROL: Termimesh; SITE WORK: 

Penhall Company, Peabody General Contractors; CONCRETE: H.R. 

Marc; PRECAST CONCRETE HOLLOW CORE PLANKS: Gate Concrete Products; 

CONCRETE AND MASONRY REINFORCING STEEL: Alamo Steel Company; CON-

CRETE: M&Z Concrete Construction; LIGHT WEIGHT INSULATING CONCRETE: 

Drury South; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Hirschfeld Steel & Supply; WOOD AND 

PLASTIC COUNTERTOPS: Warenoff’s Inc.; WOOD AND PLASTICS: Architectural 

Caseworks; MODIFIED BITUMINOUS ROOFING, METAL FLASHINGS, ROOF COATING, 

PAVERS AND PEDESTAL SYSTEM: D.R. Kidd Company; GLASS AND GLAZING: Texas 

Glass; HOLLOW METAL DOORS, FRAMES, AND WINDOWS: Pearland Industries; 

OVERHEAD ROLLING STEEL FIRE DOORS AND ROLLING STEEL COUNTERTOP FIRE DOORS 

TURNKEY: Johnson Equipment Company; SKYLIGHTS: Naturalite Skylight 

Systems; EXTERIOR SIGNAGE, INTERIOR SIGNAGE, PLAQUE AND PARKING LOT SIGNS: 

Accurate-Southwest; OPERABLE PANEL PARTITIONS, TOILET COMPARTMENTS 

AND TOILET ACCESSORIES: Ed Flume Building Specialties; DORMITORY BEDS: 

Cornerstone Detention Products, Inc.; STEEL GRATING UNITS AND FRAMES: 

Kadee Industries; FABRIC SHADES: Kennady Company; SECURITY SYSTEM: 

Entech Sales and Service
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Lauren Woodward Stanley and Lars Stanley, AIA, practice in Austin with a focus on sustainability.
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THIRD FLOOR

Midway along the southern elevation a row of 24-inch 

diameter vertical tubes collect rainwater from the 

sloped roofs. The eight double-height tubes also serve 

as solar shading. Six photovoltaic panels arrayed on 

the south-side roof generate about two percent of the 

building’s power supply. 
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P R O J E C T  San Angelo Visitor Center, San Angelo

C L I E N T  San Angelo Health Foundation; San Angelo Chamber of Com-

merce; City of San Angelo; Texas Department of Transportation

A R C H I T E C T S  Chakos Zentner Marcum Architects; Craig Kinney 

Architects

C O N T R A C T O R  Templeton Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  McClanahan and Associates (structural); Power Sys-

tems Inc. (MEP); Schrickel Rollins & Associates (landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Hester + Hardaway



1 1 / 1 2  2 0 0 6 T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T 37

Bgufs!b!obujpobmmz!bewfsujtfe!tfbsdi-!uif!bsdijufduvsbm!ufbn!xbt!tfmfdufe!boe!bo!jefbm!tjuf!xbt!
tfdvsfe!bmpoh!uif!tpvuifso!cbolt!pg!uif!Dpodip!Sjwfs!qptjujpofe!cfuxffo!uif!opsuicpvoe!boe!
tpvuicpvoe!tusfudift!pg!V/T/!Ijhixbz!98/!Qfsdife!po!b!sjtf!bcpwf!uif!sjwfs-!uif!tjuf!nbjoubjot!
opsuifso!wjfxt!bdsptt!uif!sjwfs!upxbse!b!djuz!qbsl!boe!epxoupxo!cfzpoe/

Gspn!b!gvodujpobm!qfstqfdujwf-!uif!offet!pg!uif!qsjnbsz!pddvqbout!xfsf!tjnjmbsmz!ejwfshfou/!
Uif!Ifbmui!Gpvoebujpo-!xijmf!fydffejohmz!fohbhfe!xjui!uif!dpnnvojuz-!ibe!gfx!sfrvjsfnfout!
gps!bddftt!cz!uif!qvcmjd/!Rvjuf!uif!pqqptjuf!xbt!usvf!gps!uif!Dibncfs!pg!Dpnnfsdf!boe!uif!Wjtj.
ups!Dfoufs/!Uispvhi!dppqfsbujwf!bhsffnfout-!uif!Dibncfs!nbobhft!uif!pqfsbujpot!pg!uif!Wjtjups!
Dfoufs-!boe!uif!Djuz!pg!Tbo!Bohfmp-!bt!pxofs!pg!uif!tjuf!)cvu!opu!uif!ofx!cvjmejoh*-!nbjoubjot!uif!
hspvoet/!Bmtp-!vomjlf!uif!puifs!pddvqbout-!UyEPU!sfrvjsft!tfwfo.ebzt.b.xffl!pqfsbujpot-!bt!xfmm!
bt!35.ipvs!sftusppn!boe!wfoejoh!gbdjmjujft/!Jo!beejujpo-!uif!gbdjmjuz!xbt!up!qspwjef!b!dpoofdujpo!up!
uif!ijlf.boe.cjlf!usbjm!uibu!svot!bmpoh!uif!opsui!cbol!pg!uif!Dpodip!Sjwfs/

Uif!dpodfquvbm!qmbo!bespjumz!sftqpoet!up!uif!qsphsbnnbujd!sfrvjsfnfout!boe!qvcmjd!offet!cz!
pshboj{joh!jut!qsjnbsz!dpnqpofout!Ñ!uif!Ifbmui!Gpvoebujpo!bu!uif!xftufso!foe!boe!uif!Dibncfs0
Wjtjups!Dfoufs!bu!uif!fbtufso!foe!Ñ!boe!tfqbsbujoh!uifn!cz!b!ijhi.sppgfe-!pqfo.bjs!fousz!qmb{b/!Uif!
qmb{b0csff{fxbz!tfswft!bt!cpui!b!cv�fs!up!uif!ejwfstf!gvodujpobm!tqbujbm!sfrvjsfnfout!bt!xfmm!bt!
b!hbufxbz!up!uif!sjwfs!boe!jut!ijlf.boe.cjlf!usbjm/!B!xbufs!gfbuvsf-!eftjhofe!jo!dpmmbcpsbujpo!xjui!
mboetdbqf!bsdijufdut!Tdisjdlfm!Spmmjot!boe!Bttpdjbuft!jo!Bsmjohupo-!gvsuifs!foibodft!uif!qmb{b/!Uijt!
nfubqipsjdbm!ÓtqsjohÔ!fnbobuft!gspn!voefs!uif!fncsbdf!pg!uif!cspbe!sppg-!cfhjoojoh!rvjfumz!cfgpsf!
hspxjoh!up!bo!fyqbotjwf!dbtdbef!uibu!epnjobuft!uif!eftdfoejoh!qbui!up!uif!Sjwfs!Xbml!cfmpx/

Wjfxfe!gspn!uif!tpvuicpvoe!mboft!pg!Ijhixbz!98-!uif!qspnjofou!xbwf.mjlf!gpsn!pg!uif!Wjtjups!
Dfoufs!sppg!dsfbuft!bo!bssftujoh!foujdfnfou!gps!usbwfmfst/!Bu!uif!qvcmjd!fousz-!po!uif!pqqptjuf!tjef!pg!
uif!cvjmejoh-!b!nbttjwf!zfu!hfoumz!nfboefsjoh!nbtposz!xbmm!hsffut!wjtjupst!bt!b!hbufxbz!up!uif!gbdjmjuz!
xijmf!bmtp!tfswjoh!bt!b!tdsffojoh!efwjdf!gps!uif!gvodujpobm!tqbdft!cfijoe/

Ljoofz!beesfttfe!uif!ejwfstf!jnbhf!sfrvjsfnfout!pg!uif!tublfipmefst!uispvhi!ovnfspvt!bsdij.
ufduvsbm!hftuvsft-!bnpoh!uifn!uif!qmbdfnfou!pg!dbtu.tupof!dpmvnot!bu!uif!fousz!qpjout!pg!uif!tpvui!

(opposite page) Limestone and cast-stone columns 

at the entry correspond to the region’s historical and 

vernacular building types. (above) The Visitor Center’s 

siting and orientation satisfied expectations for a 

highly visible and easily accessible facility.
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R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT : Concho Concrete ; UNIT PAVERS : 

Pavestone; FOUNTAINS, POOLS, AND WATER DISPLAYS: Dream Gardens; SITE, 

STREET, AND MALL FURNISHINGS: Landscape Forms; PRE-FAB BRIDGE OVER 

RIVER: Steadfast Bridge Company; MASONRY UNITS: Featherlite, Acme; 

STONE: Sisterdale Stone/Garza Masonry, Texas Stone Quarries, Texas 

Stone Products; GLASS BLOCK: Pittsburgh Corning; GLUE-LAMINATED TIMBER: 

Unit Structures; LAMINATES : Wilsonart; SOLID POLYMER FABRICATIONS : 

Avonite; WATERPROOFING AND DAMPPROOFING: Sonneborn; WATER REPELLANTS: 

Chemprobe; MEMBRANE ROOFING: W.R. Grace; METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: 

Ceco; SPECIALTY DOORS: R&S Manufacturing; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: 

Kawneer; GLASS: PPG; TILE: Daltile, Interceramic, Armstrong; ACOUSTICAL 

CEILINGS: Armstrong; PAINTS: Sherwin Williams; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: 

Hufcor; MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: Terrill Manufacturing; BLINDS, SHUTTERS, 

AND SHADES: Mecho Shade

(above) The city’s Visitor Center, previously hidden 

away in an isolated part of town, now boasts a dramatic 

increase in visits from travelers passing through San 

Angelo. The facility also has become popular among 

locals as a venue for meetings and celebrations.
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Mark Wellen, AIA, is a principal of Rhotenberry Wellen Architects in Midland.
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SITE PLAN
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 5 BOARDROOM
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 9 COURTYARD
 10 PATIO
 11 WATER GARDEN
 12 PARKING

1

N

1

SECTION
 1 RIVER
 2 TRAIL SYSTEM
 3 WATER GARDEN
 4 BREEZEWAY
 5 COURTYARD
 6 PLAZA

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4 3

2

2

2

2

2

4

10

2

3

5

4

6



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T40 1 1 / 1 2  2 0 0 6

b y  B R A N T L E Y  H I G H T O W E R

Open-Air Market
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(above) Seen as a prototype for future outdoor malls, 

the 1.3 million-square-foot open-air retail center was 

conceived to address concerns about responsible land 

use as well as in response to changes in shopping pat-

terns. (opposite page) Water features were designed 

to minimize water loss through evaporation and appear 

as natural features when turned off in drought season.

P R O J E C T  The Shops at La Cantera, San Antonio

C L I E N T  La Cantera Real Estate Limited Partnership

A R C H I T E C T  Alamo Architects

C O N T R A C T O R  The Whiting-Turner Company

C O N S U L T A N T S  J.Robert Anderson, FASLA (landscape); Dan Pope 

(irrigation); Jaster-Quintanilla & Associates (structural); Goetting 

and Associates (MEP); Kaplan Partners Architectural Lighting 

(lighting); Pape-Dawson Engineering, Inc. (civil); The University of 

Arizona: Comfort Consultant-Environmental Research Lab, Martin 

Yoklic (environmental)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Bob Wickley
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R E S O U R C E S  LAMINATES: Wilsonart, Advanced Technology Inc., Pionite 

Decorative Surfaces; DECORATIVE GLAZING: Skyline Design; PAINTS: ICI; 

CERAMIC TILE: Casa Dolce Casa, Daltile; RESILIENT TILE FLOORING: Arm-

strong Commercial Flooring, Johnsonite; CARPET: InterfaceFLOR

(left) Material selections for the food court ground the project to 

its region. (above) The rambling layout – with courtyards, paseos, 

and gardens connecting the stores – emulates the open-air 

markets of old San Antonio. Alamo Architects is designing the 

development’s second phase.
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Brantley Hightower works with Lake/Flato Architects in San Antonio and is a visiting critic at Texas Tech’s College of Architecture.



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T44 1 1 / 1 2  2 0 0 6

Fellert Ecoustic USA
High Sound-Absorption, Seamless, Acoustical Ceiling and Wall Treatment

The Fellert Ecoustic high absorbent coating applied to a sound absorbant underlay gives you excellent 

sound control and offers a variety of applications. Fellert acoustical systems do not require any visual 

joints, creating a completely monolithic look. A color selection of over 1900 colors is available. 

www.fellertusa.com

Local Sales Representatives

Specified Interiors Inc. 

 

Architectural Materials Inc.

South Texas (281) 469-8073

North Texas (972) 377-8777
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P R O J E C T  The Mondrian, Dallas

C L I E N T  Zom Texas

A R C H I T E C T  RTKL

C O N T R A C T O R  Tribble & Stephens (tower); Stanford Construction 

(low-rise)

C O N S U L T A N T S  Thornton-Tomasetti (structural); Blum Consulting 

Engineers (MEP); Bliss-Fasman (lighting); CDC, Inc. (exterior walls); 

RTKL (interiors-public, landscape); Huitt-Zollars (civil, interiors); 

PSM Consultants (roofing); CCI Inc. (codes)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Charles Davis Smith, AIA

Implementing a unique multi-rise design, The Mondrian in 

the area of Dallas known as Cityplace features a 20-story 

tower with 146 units and an adjoining four-story structure 

with 72 urban-style lofts. The average unit size is 1,427 

sf. Loft units offer 18-foot ceiling heights, while tower 

units display views of downtown Dallas and irregularly 

placed windows soften the repetitive appearance of multi-

rise development. The tower is crowned by a two-story 

penthouse featuring a wall of multicolored glass panels 

composed in a geometric pattern inspired by the abstract 

artist Piet Mondrian. Amenities include a courtyard pool, 

a Zen garden with water wall, an outdoor fireplace, access 

to a secured multi-level parking garage, and a 4,000-sf 

athletic facility containing a boxing arena, personal train-

ing services, exercise studio, and massage therapy rooms. 

At street level, approximately 25,000 sf of leaseable retail 

space is surrounded by pedestrian-friendly sidewalks. 

A N D I  B E I E R M A N

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: Portland Cement; UNIT PAVERS: Acme 

Brick; FENCES, GATES, AND HARDWARE: Peachtree Stair; UNIT MASONRY WALL 

ASSEMBLIES: Acme Brick; STONE COUNTERTOPS: GC; GLASS RAILING: Hanson; 

METAL STAIRS: Peachtree Stair; SIDING: James Hardie Products; METAL 

ROOFING: Berridge Manufacturing; TRAFFIC COATINGS: Neogard Company; 

COMPOSITE PANELS: Reynolds Aluminum; PRE-ASSEMBLED METAL DOOR AND 

FRAME UNITS: Dallas Door & Supply; ACCESS DOORS AND PANELS: Milcor; 

ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Graham Corporation; METAL WINDOWS: Scotty 

Corporation; SLIDING GLASS DOORS: Graham Corporation; TILE: Daltile; 

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong; WOOD FLOORING: Bruce Hardwood Floors; 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE COATINGS: TNEMEC; MANUFACTURED FIREPLACES: Majestic; 

BLINDS, SHUTTERS, AND SHADES: Hunter Douglas, Inc.

The Mondrian
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JOURNEYMAN CONSTRUCTION, L.P. 

BUILDING UP, MOVING FORWARD 

We are very 

proud to have 

been a part of 

this important 

resource

center.

Journeyman Construction, L.P. 

804 Congress Avenue, Suite 320 

Austin, Texas 78701 

Tel (512) 247-7000    Fax (512) 385-6699 

www.journeymanco.com 

Quality

Commitment

Integrity

One Source,
One FirmSM

Architects / Engineers

Buildings  Urban Design & Planning  Land Development  Transportation

An Equal Opportunity Employer. Offices Nationwide.

You can find our architects, engineers and urban designers
at the heart of a Texas dream come true. Join our nationally
recognized team of talented professionals and see what can be.
Apply online today at www.c-b.com.

$GB7H[DV $UFKLWHFWB1RY 'HF   T[S                  30  3DJH  
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Lofts On Post Oak
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N
GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1 8-STORY TOWER
 2 SURFACE PARKING
 3 4-STORY BUILDING
 4 PARKING GARAGE
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P R O J E C T  Lofts on Post Oak, Houston

C L I E N T  The Hanover Company

A R C H I T E C T S  Wallace Garcia Wilson Architects, Inc.; Jackson & 

Ryan Arcitects

C O N T R A C T O R  The Hanover Company

C O N S U L T A N T S  Marks and Salley (interiors); Raymond Engineering 

(MEP); SCA (structural); Carter & Burgess (civil); Kleinfelder, Inc. 

(geotechnical); GWH (landscape); Rolf Jensen& Associates (fire 

protection); HFP Acoustical Consultants (acoustical); SMS Lighting 

Design (lighting)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Architectural Photography

R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS: Pavestone; SITE, STREET, AND MALL FURNISHINGS: 

Brown & Jordan, Landscape Forms, Rockwood; MASONRY UNITS: Acme 

Brick; SIMULATED/MANUFACTURED STONE: US Cast Stone; UNIT MASONRY 

WALL ASSEMBLIES: Southwest Concrete Products; TRAFFIC COATING: GAF; 

ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Kawneer; METAL WINDOWS: Alenco Windows; 

TILE: Thorntree Slate & Marble, Galaxy Stone; WOOD FLOORING: Pollmeier; 

SPECIAL WALL SURFACES: Finestone Stucco; PAINTS: ICI, Monarch, Sherwin 

Williams; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: Natural Graphics; STAINED CONCRETE: 

Scofield; ROOF: GAF

Situated among the upscale shopping centers in Houston’s 

Galleria, Lofts on Post Oak provides a much-needed 

residential center to complement the vibrant commercial 

streetscape along Post Oak Boulevard. The complex, with a 

total of 351 residential units, includes an eight-story tower 

that houses 66 units offering contemporary living environ-

ments opposite buildings designed by I.M. Pei, Cesar Pelli, 

and Philip Johnson. Strung along the tower’s sweeping 

facade, recessed balconies and oversized windows afford 

skyline views from each residence, while the floor-to-ceil-

ing storefront in the units facing Post Oak provide dramatic 

views of the surrounding urban landscape. The penthouse-

level units have larger ceiling heights and continuous glaz-

ing shaded by an aluminum sunscreen. The remaining 285 

residential units of the complex are situated in adjacent 

four-story structures. These lower buildings allow natural 

light to filter down onto the swimming pools and sunning 

decks located in each of six intimate courtyards. The use 

of several existing access roads minimizes the amount of 

vehicular circulation.

A N D I  B E I E R M A N
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Energy-Efficient Envelopes
Sarofim building among recent projects using sophisticated strategies 
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The atrium is conditioned in part by the return air from the office wing, which contributes 

to the overall efficiency of the Sarofim Research Building’s mechanical system.
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R E S O U R C E S  TEXAS LIMESTONE CLADDING: Texas Quarries; STEEL-FACED INSULATED PANELS: Benchmark; CURTAINWALL: 

Kawneer; EIFS: Sto Corp; BUILT-UP ROOFING: Johns Manville; SKYLIGHTS: Bristolite; ENTRANCE DOORS: Kawneer; METAL 

CEILINGS: Hunter Douglas; ACOUSTIC WALL PANELS: Decoustics; EXTERIOR SLATE PAVERS: Thorntree Slate & Marble

Low-emission glass and insulated panels are strategic components of the facade system 

designed for the recently completed Corpus Christi Convention Center.

P R O J E C T  Fayez S. Sarofim Research Building, Houston

C L I E N T  The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston

A R C H I T E C T  BNIM Architects

C O N T R A C T O R  Vaughn Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Burt Hill: Tom Donoghue, AIA (lab architect/MEP design); Jaster-Quintanilla & Associates 

(structural); Clark Condon Associates (landscape); Walter P. Moore (civil); DataCom Design Group (AV/IT); 

Rolf Jensen & Associates (code); R.A. Heintges Architects (glazing); Busby and Associates, Apex Cost 

Consultants (cost consultants)

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE MATERIALS: Vaughn Construction; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Vaughn Construction; 

CLAY TILE RAIN SCREEN SYSTEM: NBK Keramik GMBH; METAL CEILINGS: Ceilings Plus; METAL PANELS: Byrne Metals 

Corp., CURVING WALL METAL CEILINGS: Ceilings Plus; WOOD CEILINGS: Decoustics; INTERIOR ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK: 3V 

Company; TILE: Daltile; LINOLEUM FLOORING: Forbo Linoleum; NATURAL CORK FLOORING: Natural Cork; ACOUSTICAL PANEL 

CEILINGS AND TRIMS: Armstrong; DECORATIVE FINISHES: Tectum Panels; RESILIENT FLOOR TILE: Expanko Systems

P R O J E C T  American Bank Center Arena and Convention Center, Corpus Christi

C L I E N T  City of Corpus Christi

A R C H I T E C T  Thompson, Ventulett, Stainback & Associates, Inc.

D E S I G N  A R C H I T E C T  Arquitectonica International (Arena)

A S S O C I A T E  A R C H I T E C T  Gignac & Associates

C O N T R A C T O R  Fulton Construction/Coastcon Corporation

C O N S U L T A N T S  Walter P. Moore (stuctural); Bovay Engineers (MEP); Govind & Associates (civil); Fugro 

South (geotechnical); C.M. Kling and Associates (lighting); BAi (acoustical/AV); Howe Engineers (code); 

Hanscomb, AG/CM (cost); Gilbane Building Company - AG/CM (construction management); Sasaki 

Associates, Robert Gignac Landscape Architect (landscape)
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LEEDer® in 
Termite Protection

Call (512) 997-0066
for moreinformation or

visit our website at
www.termimesh.com.
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slate.marble.granite
F R O M  T H E great quarries O F  T H E  W O R L D

Supplying architects with the finest natural stone selection for 27 years.

Showroom & Warehouse
10105 West Gulf Bank. Houston, Tx. 77040 
(713) 690-8200 www.thorntreeslate.com
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Your main 
source for

Architectural
Concrete 
Masonry 

Units in Texas.

See our new website at www.palestineconcrete.com
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Beauty and Durability 

in Building Products
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– Fine stainless steel and copper
– UL Listed, IBC compliant, patented
– For masonry or metal fireplaces
– Existing or new construction chimneys
– Withstands hurricanes, seismic shifts
– Keeps out pests and water
– Improves draft, reduces spark 
– Lightweight, easy to install
– Three styles, seven sizes available

Call today at 800-391-0014 
for a dealer near you or visit 

www.europeancopperchimneypots.com

A copper chimney pot 
by European Copper will 
take your next project over 
the top. UL-listed and
International Building Code
compliant, they are 
compatible with both masonry
and steel fireplace systems. 

Stainless steel versions
available soon.

Take Detail to New Heights.

JKA018 Texas Good  7/28/06  1:37 PM  Page 1

THE ACME BRICK FAMILY OF COMPANIES 
HELPS YOU BUILD BEAUTIFUL
STRUCTURES THAT ENDURE.
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T H A N K S !
The members of TSA and the design community of Texas will see more “Beauty” at
TSA’s 67th Annual Convention in Dallas, thanks to the companies below who are 

this year’s Major Sponsors. We thank them for their generous support.

Acme Brick Company............. ......................................................................................Acme Breakfast

McGraw-Hill/Texas Construction.................................................................................Pocket Planner

CADVisions, Inc............................…..............................................................AIA Fellows’ Luncheon

Constructors & Associates.......................................................................... Annual Awards Luncheon

L.A. Fuess Partners, Inc...................................................................................... Lunch with Exhibitors

Lower Colorado River Authority.....................................AIA/COTE Top Ten Green Projects Display

F&S Partners, Inc....................................................................................................Host Chapter Party

Jackson Walker L.L.P......................................................................Presidents’ Gala Dinner & Entertainment

HKS Architects, Inc. .....................................................................Presidents’ Gala Dinner & Entertainment

Ridgway’s..................................................................................................................Session Handouts

Southwest Concrete Products...................................................................Presidents’ Gala Reception

SpawGlass Construction Corp......................................................Opening Session Keynote Speaker

The Schinnerer & CNA Insurance Programs................................Presidents’ Gala Dinner & Entertainment

Texas EIFS Wall Systems.................................................................................Registration Portfolios

Jaster-Quintanilla ....................................................................................................Host Chapter Party

Rogers O’Brien Construction Company .................................................................Host Chapter Party

Weatherization Partners, Ltd..................................................................................Attendee Brochure

Jordan & Skala Engineers, Inc..........................................................Presidents’ Gala Afterglow Party

Lawton Reprographics...........................................................................Coffee Break with Exhibitors

Blimpphoto.com..............................................................................Expo Continuing Education Area

BB E A U T Y
2 0 0 6  T S A  C O N V E N T I O N  

N O V E M B E R  2 – 4
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shaperlighting.com
p: 510.234.2370  
f: 510.234.2371

609

Sustainable Design

Acme Brick Company ....................................... 2, 19, 53
����	���������s�BSEIDEL BRICK�COM�
WWW�BRICK�COM
Alpolic........................................................................... 4
(800) 422-7270 sINFO ALPOLIC�COM
WWW�ALPOLICUSA�COM
American Concrete Technologies .............................. 51
����	���������s�TGTAYLOR�� HOTMAIL�COM
WWW�DIAMONDPOLISH�COM
Arias and Associates .................................................. 56
����	���������s�MTAYLOR ARIASINC�COM
WWW�ARIASINC�COM
Blackson Brick  ..........................................................C4
����	���������s�INFO BLACKSONBRICK�COM
WWW�BLACKSONBRICK�COM
BMC West  ................................................................ 6, 7
����	���������s�MWPC BMCWEST�COM
WWW�BMCWEST�COM
Busby & Associates .................................................... 59
����	���������s�KBUSBY BUSBYQS�COM�
WWW�BUSBYQS�COM
Carter & Burgess ....................................................... 46
(817) 735-6000 sMELBA�ELLMORE CB�COM
WWW�CB�COM
Craig Olden, Inc ......................................................... 53
����	���������s�INFO CRAIGOLDENINC�COM
WWW�OLDENINC�COM
Design Arts Seminars ................................................. 59
����	���������s�INFO DESIGNARTS�NET
WWW�DESIGNARTS�NET
Hanson Brick ........................................................C2, 51
����	���������s�HBT�TEXASCOLLECTION HANSONAMERICA�COM
WWW�HANSONBRICK�COM
Hanson Roof Tile ........................................................ 11 
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Headwaters Construction Materials .................... 48, 52
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WWW�ISGPRODUCTS�COM
Heritage Restoration.................................................. 57
(254) 717-2974 sDOUGWALSH HERITAGEBARNS�COM
WWW�HERITAGEBARNS�COM
Indovance, LLC ........................................................... 58
����	���������s�SANDESH INDOVANCE�COM
WWW�INDOVANCE�COM
Jack Arnold ................................................................. 53
����	���������s�MONICA JACKARNOLD�COM
WWW�JACKARNOLD�COM
Jaster-Quintanilla & Associates ................................... 6
����	���������s�ERAMIREZ JQSATX�COM
WWW�JQENG�COM
JEAcoustics................................................................. 58
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Journeyman Construction .......................................... 46
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WWW�JOURNEYMANCO�COM
L.A. Fuess Partners .................................................... 57
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WWW�LAFP�COM
MBCI ............................................................................. 9
����	���������s�SALESMARKETING MBCI�COM
WWW�MBCI�COM

MCT Sheet Metal......................................................... 58
����	���������s�SALES MCTSHEETMETAL�COM
WWW�MCTSHEETMETAL�COM
Pape-Dawson Engineers  ........................................... 44
����	���������s�INFO PAPEDAWSON�COM
WWW�PAPEDAWSON�COM
Pelton Marsh Kinsella (PMK)................................ ...... 57
����	���������s�INFO PMKCONSULTANTS�COM
WWW�PMKCONSULTANTS�COM
Petersen Aluminum ....................................................C3
����	���������s�JSNYDER PETERSENMAIL�COM
WWW�PACCLAD�COM
Quantum Windows & Doors ........................................ 46
����	���������s�JOANNE�TURK QUANTUMWINDOWS�COM
WWW�QUANTUMWINDOWS�COM
Raba Kistner Consultants........................................... 58
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WWW�RKCI�COM
Schuler Shook ............................................................ 56 
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Sematex...................................................................... 58 
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Shaper/Cooper Lighting ............................................. 55 
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Steel Living  ................................................................ 58
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TechKnowledge Consulting ........................................ 56
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Texas Masonry Council .............................................. 13
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Thorntree Slate & Marble........................................... 52
����	���������s��RENEE THORNTREESLATE�COM
WWW�THORNTREESLATE�COM
Vector Works ARCHITECT (Nemetschek) ..................... 1
����	���������s�SALES NEMETSCHEK�NET
WWW�NEMETSCHEK�NET
Walter P. Moore .......................................................... 15 
����	���������s�RPOLLOCK WALTERPMOORE�COM
WWW�WALTERPMOORE�COM
Way Consulting Engineers ......................................... 59
����	���������s�MAIL WAYENGINEERING�COM
WWW�WAYENGINEERING�COM
Wrightson, Johnson, Haddon & Williams.................... 59
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WWW�WJHW�COM
York Metal Fabricators .............................................. 59
����	���������s�GRANTYORK YORKMETAL�COM 
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Index to Advertisers
Advertiser  Page Advertiser  Page LEEDer®

in
Termite

Protection

Call (512) 997-0066 
for more information
or visit our website at
www.termimesh.com.
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T R E N D S  O F  T H E  T R A D E

International Code Council Records First 2006 I-Code Adoptions
The International Code Council, a membership association dedicated to 
building safety, fire prevention, and the development of codes used to 
construct residential and commercial buildings, reports that jurisdictions 
around the U.S. are adopting the most current building safety and fire 
prevention codes to safeguard their residents and businesses. Since June 
2006, the International Code Council has recorded more than 650 new 
code adoptions in more than 100 jurisdictions. At least 11 jurisdictions 
(including two Texas communities, Levelland and Trenton) have adopted 
the 2006 I-Codes to guide construction and renovations. The I-Codes, 
developed by the International Code Council, is used by nearly 20,000 
jurisdictions, the International Residential Code by more than 16,000 
jurisdictions, and the International Fire Code by more than 12,000 juris-
dictions across the country. For a complete list of jurisdictions using the 
International Codes, visit www.iccsafe.org/government/adoption.html.

International Code Council Teams with Multiple Organizations
The International Code Council is working with like-minded organizations 
to publish books, conduct seminars, and better advocate for public safety. 
By building relationships with organizations from across the building and 
construction industry, the International Code Council advances its mission 
of providing the highest quality codes, standards, products, and services for 
all concerned with the safety and performance of the built environment.

ASTM standards available in one books�
A comprehensive publication developed by the International Code 
Council and ASTM International consolidates into one book many of the 
standards that architects, engineers, builders, and code officials use 
regularly. ASTM Standards: As Referenced in the 2006 International 
Building Code contains 281 ASTM standards, or nearly 50 percent 
of all standards referenced in the 2006 International Building Code. 
To purchase this new publication, visit the ICC online bookstore at 
www.iccsafe.org.

ICC builds strategic alliance with TMSs�
Under an agreement between ICC and The Masonry Society (TMS), the 
association will co-sponsor the Structural Masonry Special Inspector 
(SMSI) certification program. Managed by ICC, it is the most widely 
recognized certification exam for structural masonry inspectors and 
follows the requirements of Chapter 17 of the International Build-
ing Code. As part of the strategic alliance, TMS will sit on the SMSI 
Exam Development Committee and help promote the exam and 
hiring of certified inspectors. TMS is a professional, technical, and 
educational association dedicated to the advancement of knowledge 
on masonry. For more information about the SMSI exam, contact ICC 
at 1-888-422-7233.

ICC and ASHRAE join forcess�
ICC and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Con-
ditioning Engineers, Inc. (ASHRAE) has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding that will seek ways to optimize development of codes 
and standards to improve public safety. The organizations will work 
together on industry advocacy and public policy and explore joint busi-
ness opportunities. ASHRAE is an international organization that exists 
to advance the arts and sciences of heating, ventilation, air conditioning, 
and refrigeration to serve humanity and promote a sustainable world.

Schuler

Hyatt Place - Lombard, Illinois

VISUAL COMFORT

Minneapolis 612 339 5958

schu le rshook .co m

Dallas 214 747 8300Chicago 312 944 8230
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RadioShack Riverfront Campus Honored by CRSI
The Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute (CRSI), the authoritative resource 
for all information related to site-cast reinforced concrete construction, 
honored RadioShack Riverfront Campus in the 2006 CRSI Design and 
Construction Excellence Awards Competition. Cited for “the exemplary use 
of site-cast reinforced concrete,” RadioShack’s modern campus consists 
of three, six-story office buildings, a commons building, a 2,400-space 
parking garage and a retail store. (See feature article on page 22.) Walter 
P. Moore was recognized for a concrete approach to sustainable, environ-
ment-friendly construction. The use of Grade 75 reinforcement (instead 
of Grade 60) reduced overall tonnage and saved funds. Additionally, 23 
percent of the project’s total cement was replaced by fly ash, thereby 
improving air quality via lower emissions from cement processing. These 
were but two elements of many which qualified it to receive the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s LEED® Silver Certification. A member of the U.S. Green 
Building Council, Walter P. Moore provided structural engineering services 
for the 900,000-square-foot project.

Construction Starts Climb 15 Percent Through First Half of 2006
Reed Construction Data reported that the value of U.S. construction starts, 
excluding residential projects, in the first half of 2006 totaled $137.3 
billion, 15 percent more than in the same period last year. The commer-
cial and institutional building markets remain the strongest construction 
sectors. The value of starts in both markets was more than 23 percent 
higher in the first half of 2006 than in the same period last year. The larg-
est increases in starts were for hotels (88.4 percent), libraries/museums 
(80.0 percent), amusement and recreation (39.0 percent), hospitals (38.9 
percent), bridges (27.7 percent), water and sewer (23.8 percent) and retail 
(23.1 percent). Reed Construction Data expects further strong growth in 
the non-residential building market, but the expansion of starts will soon 
slow from the recent 20 percent-plus pace. The report is available online 
at www.buildingteamforecast.com.

State Land Office Launches Interactive Online Mapping System 
The Texas General Land Office has brought millions of land grants, coastal 
leases, and oil and gas leases to life via a twenty-first century, state-of-the-
art, online mapping application. The Texas General Land Office Interactive 
Land/Lease Information System can locate a specific oil and gas lease and 
get a detailed map of the surrounding area, down to a particular intersec-
tion. It displays Original Texas Land Survey (OTLS) boundaries, state-
owned lands, upland and coastal leases, oil and gas wells, and the latest 
coastal imagery. This new interactive tool will assist oil and gas companies 
with exploration research. But this tool is not just for oil and gas execs; it 
can be used by anyone with Internet access. Genealogists, for example, 
can look up family land grants online instead of driving to Austin to comb 
through original documents. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) was 
first used at the General Land Office in 1988 for surveying state lands and 
for legislative redistricting. Since then, GIS functions have expanded to 
include supporting lease sales, oil spill response, stewardship of coastal 
resources, land surveying, and other business functions of the Land Office. 
“The GIS application will give historians a new way of researching Texas 
landmarks, land grants, oil and gas leases, and census information by 
county,” said the Land Office’s Commissioner Jerry Patterson. To begin 
searching land transfers, oil and gas leases, coastal leases, and other data, 
access http://gisweb1.glo.state.tx.us/website/gisweb.cfm.

T R E N D S  O F  T H E  T R A D E
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• Asbestos Remediation
• Construction Testing & Observation
• Environmental Consulting
• Facilities Engineering
• Geotechnical Engineering
• Indoor Air Quality
• Pavement Consulting

WWW�RKCI�COM ����������������������������������������������������������������� ���s���s���� ����
Austin, TX El Paso, TX                   McAllen, TX

Brownsville, TX               Houston, TX              Pflugerville, TX

San Antonio, TX

!�4EXAS� #OMPANY �WITH� 4HREE� $ECADES� OF�%XPERIENCE

TEXAS ARCHITECT

1/2005

Providing software solutions for
architects and engineers.

Project planning & project management tools, time and 
expense, billing, accounting, client relationship management
(CRM), proposal automation, purchasing, Forms 254/255

and SF330. All integrated in a single web enabled software.

William C. Ross, President
2440 Texas Parkway, Ste. 202, Missouri City, Texas 77489

VOICE: (281) 437-3458   FAX: (281) 416-9545
E-MAIL: wross@sematex.com   CELL: (281) 513-2458

AUTHORIZED
DELTEK
SOLUTION
PROVIDER

DELTEK VISION
(COMPLETELY

WEB ENABLED)

DELTEK ADVANTAGE

DELTEK SEMA4 
(TRAINING AND

CUSTOMIZATION ONLY)

SEMATEX, INC.

Firm’s Study Shows Green Projects Increase Profits  
There is a widespread belief that sustainable design is more time-consum-
ing for the design team and therefore not as profitable as conventional 
projects. But that isn’t the case, at least according to one firm’s data. An 
internal study at HOK of the firm’s profitability on 15 green projects found 
that they were, on average, 25 percent more profitable than conventional 
projects. “We did this study because I wanted to find out if we always lost 
money on these jobs, or if there are any trends we could find,” said Mary 
Ann Lazarus, AIA, director of sustainable design at HOK, which has 24 
offices worldwide. Instead she discovered that the sustainable projects 
did better than the average for conventional projects completed during the 
same period. The study did not look into the reasons for this difference, but 
Lazarus speculates that integrated design helps the firm reduce costs while 
delivering a better product. Other possible factors include more motivated 
clients, a more focused design team, or a higher fraction of institutional 
projects with bigger budgets. The main lesson, according to Lazarus, is 
that many factors affect profitability for a design firm, and incorporating 
a sustainability focus doesn’t appear to have a negative effect—and it 
may even increase profits.
— from the September 2006 edition of Environmental Building News 
(www.buildinggreen.com)
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for  interior  designers & architects
�"!'�!(�!����(��'�"!

For all your continuing education needs,
call 1 800 264 9605 or visit us online at www.DesignArts.Net
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Jill Nokes is an Austin-based landscape designer. Yard Art 
and Handmade Places, her second book, will be published 
in 2007 by UT Press. Krista Whitson, AIA, was the book’s 
principal photographer. Images from the book will be 
exhibited next year at the San Angelo Museum of Art.

An extensive network of elevated birdhouses 

rises from the front yard of Sam and Lupe 

Mireles in San Antonio. Sam Mireles has been 

making the ornate aluminum birdhouses, many 

adorned with pagoda roofs, turrets, and crenel-

lated parapets, for more than 50 years; photo by 

Krista Whitson, AIA.
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