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1) Camp Street Residences, 

Courtesy Poteet Architects; 

2) Wharton County Courthouse, 

Courtesy Bailey Architects; 

3) Thompson Building, 

Courtesy Selzer Architects; 4) Alvin ASSETS Learning Center, Courtesy SHW 

Group; 5) Laguna Gloria Restoration, Courtesy Austin Museum of Art
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S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

Wfofsbcmf!Bepcf
Following the ancient ways turns back the clock for Socorro’s historic La Purísima 

Cracks on the exterior of La Purísima, shown before the 

recent restoration, developed due to moisture trapped 

inside the adobe walls. HABS photo taken in July 1980 

by David Kaminsky, courtesy Library of Congress, Prints 

and Photographs Division, Historic American Buildings 

Survey, Reproduction Number 71-SOCO, 1-23.
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morrisarchitects.com

TEXAS HEART INSTITUTE  |  LAKEWOOD CHURCH  |  MEMORIAL CITY MALL  |  MOODY GARDENS

Now get to know us.

For 68 years, Morris Architects has led by example – creating landmarks that define Texas 

and beyond. To continue this tradition of excellence, we are looking for gifted architects and 

designers to join our premier staff. Please visit us at www.morrisarchitects.com to apply.
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AG Ruling on Engineers Seen as Victory 
for Architects, But Questions Remain
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Excerpt from the Attorney General’s Opinion

Re: Whether a professional engineer may prepare all plans and specifications for 
a public building described in Occupations Code section 1051.703(a) without 
engaging the services of a licensed architect 

Summary: Chapters 1001 and 1051 of the Occupations Code maintain the prac-
tice of engineering and the practice of architecture as distinct professions. These 
chapters recognize that the two professions overlap concerning building design, 
but they do not precisely define the overlap’s boundaries.  On one hand, the pro-
visions in chapter 1051 are subject to an exception for engineers engaged in the 
practice of engineering as defined in chapter 1001. On the other hand, neither the 
statutes nor Attorney General Opinion DM-161 establish that engineering includes 
all aspects of building design.

Chapters 1001 and 1051 of the Occupations Code do not provide a basis to 
answer categorically whether an engineer may comprehensively design a build-
ing without the involvement of an architect, and to that extent the Board of 
Professional Engineers’ policy advisory opinion regarding building design, dated 
June 1, 2005, is not correct. Rather, the answer to that question will depend on 
whether the adequate performance of the particular service or work requires a 
person with engineering education, training, and experience. Whether adequate 
performance of a particular service or work requires a person with engineering 
education, training, and experience is a question of fact that cannot be resolved 
in the opinion process.
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Project Revitalizes San Antonio River
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Ashley St. Clair is assistant editor of Texas Architect.
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The San Antonio River Improvements Project will 

create a linear park while restoring the waterway’s 

ecosystems impaired by past flood-control measures.

Improvements are to be completed in 2012.
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AIA Houston Design Collection at the MFAH 

AIA Houston Design Collection’s latest acquisition is the Lounge Chair, model no. B35, designed 1928–1929, made 

c.1930–1935 and Stoll, model no. B37, c. 1930 designed by Marcel Breuer.

Amnesie Vases, models A38, A46, and A51), made by 

Design Gallery Milano, 2000, aluminum, designed in 

1991 by Andrea Branzi.

(top) Candelabra (one of a pair), manufactured by 

Reed & Barton, c. 1930, Pewter, designed by Eliel 

Saarinen. (bottom) Coffee Table, manufactured by 

Frankl Studios, 1929, Pine, designed by Paul Theodore 

Frankl.
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University of Houston Honors Philip Johnson
In memory of Philip Johnson, the University of 
Houston’s Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture 
will host an exhibit that honors Johnson’s work 
and vision. Philip Johnson: Four Photographers 
will include photographs of his buildings by noted 
photographers. THROUGH MARCH 24

AIA Houston Presents Through the Architect’s Eye
The Houston chapter’s AIA Young Architect’s Forum 
will organize its first annual FotoFest exhibition. 
This exhibition will feature photography by archi-
tects during Houston’s Architecture Month in April. 
FotoFest is an international, non-profit photographic 
arts and education organization based in Houston. 
This year’s FotoFest theme is “The Earth and Artists 
Responding to Violence.” MARCH 24 – APRIL 28.

DAF Presents Spanish Architects
The Dallas Architecture Forum, the non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing challenging 
and on-going public discourse about architecture, 
continues its tenth season of lectures by some of the 
most important architects and critics in the world. 
Among the featured speakers are two rising stars of 
Spanish architecture, Angela de Paredes and Ignacio 
Pedrosa, husband and wife principals of Paredes 
Pedrosa Arquitectos. The lecture will be presented 
in the Horchow Auditorium at the Dallas Museum 
of Art. For more information, call 214-764-2406 or  
visit www.dallasarchitectureforum.org. APRIL 6

THC Conference in Galveston
Each year the Texas Historical Commission hosts a 
conference for professionals and volunteers inter-
ested in historic preservation. The THC partners 
with preservation organizations to offer innovative 
ideas and creative solutions to help preservation-
ists achieve their goals. The 2006 Annual Historic 
Preservation Conference will be held in Galveston 
at the Tremont House. Speakers include two inter-
nationally recognized preservationists: Donovan 
Rypkema, a former board member of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation; and Tom Moriarity, 
one of the four founders of the National Trust’s Main 
Street Program. For more information about the 
conference, call (512) 463-6255 or visit www.thc.
state.tx.us. APRIL 20 – 22.

New Blanton Museum Opens
The Blanton Museum of Art in Austin will celebrate 
its grand opening at the end of April with 24 
consecutive hours of guided tours, musical perfor-
mances, and other activities. The new museum is 
located on the campus of the University of Texas at 
Austin. APRIL 29 – 30. 

N E W S

Corpus Christi Awards Five Projects
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Texas A&M Corpus Christi Performing Arts Center

Oak Park Elementary School

Texas Travel Information Center

American Bank Center

Southside Transit Station
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TSA Design Awards 2006

C A L L  F O R  E N T R I E S

Complete rules and entry forms for the TSA Design 

Awards and the TSA Studio Awards are online at 

www.texasarchitect.org.

Architects and clients of winning projects will be 

honored at the TSA Convention in Dallas, November 

2–4, 2006.

Winning projects will be featured in the September/

October 2006 issue of Texas Architect. 

Deadline: June 2
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TEXAS ARCHITECT 3-06

Vinyl is cheap – and it shows. Integrity® windows and doors have a beauty that comes from strength. Our already-tough
Ultrex® construction is protected with a patented finishing process that makes it virtually immune to discoloration,

chalking and fading. Inside, gracefully milled pine interiors create a beauty that makes vinyl look like...vinyl.

VINYL:
�FLEXES   �FADES   �SCRATCHES   �LOOKS BADX

INTEGRITY:
�DOESN’TX

Your source for Marvin Windows in Texas.
Visit www.bmcwest.com.

Built to perform

Integrity vs Vinyl.
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ofART CONCRETEThe

Integrated color for decorative or stamped concrete

txi.com

High Performance Colored Concrete

Why worry about consistency with colored 
concrete.   Beautiful integral colors through 
a computer controlled liquid system.  
Consistency from batch to batch.  Call the 
color experts at TXI.*

972.647.3852
*Currently only available in DFW

Austin
MWPC

1214 W. 6th Street, Suite 102   Austin 78703
512-472-0955

Corpus Christi
800-698-6618   361-814-7000

Dallas/Coppell
425 Airline Drive, Suite 200   Coppell 75019

800-888-3667   972-304-1200

Fort Worth
4455 Camp Bowie Rd., #110  Fort Worth 76107

800-955-9667   817-737-8877

Houston
MWPC Lone Star

16002 Tomball Pkwy.   Houston 77086
800-934-3502   281-440-9090

Longview
1747 W. Loop 281   Longview 75604

800-288-3667   903-759-9675

Lubbock
5920 66th Street   Lubbock 79424

806-745-3363

McAllen   Brownsville   Laredo
Fredericksburg   Kerrville

800-698-6618

San Antonio
814 Arion Pkwy., #109 San Antonio 78216

800-698-6618   210-494-8889

Flagstaff
928-226-0699

Phoenix
4346 E. Elwood, #102 Phoenix, Arizona 85040

800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Tucson
800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Shreveport
318-869-4220

For more information, please
visit one of the centers listed below.
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Recovery Along Mississippi’s Coast
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An insider’s view on developing strategies 
for rebuilding storm-ravaged Gulfport



3 / 4  2 0 0 6 T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T 21

(opposite page) In response to Mayor Warr’s vision of 

Gulfport as “the Monte Carlo of a new American Riv-

iera,” the author sketched a grand hotel with casino. 

(above) The forum produced a “pattern book” that 

illustrates the region’s inherited architecture.

A F T E R M A T H
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A member of the Congress for the New Urbanism, Michael G. 
Imber, AIA, practices architecture in San Antonio.
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“The Steeple People”...PLUS!

Wharton County Courthouse
Wharton, Texas

Making History...TODAY!

AMPBELLSVILLE
NDUSTRIES, INC.

440 TAYLOR BLVD.     PO BOX 278    CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY.    42719    

www.cvilleindustries.com    800/467-8135

Represented By:
Ron Trevathan, 800/537-0590
Houston
John Young, 972/276-5923
Dallas/Ft. Worth

CLOCK TOWERS
CUPOLAS
STEEPLES
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DOMES
DORMERS
FINIALS
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WEATHERVANES
CLOCKS
BALUSTRADE
COLUMNS

2006 ANNUAL HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION CONFERENCE

APRIL 20–22

MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATIONS NOW  

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

For more information, call 512/463-6255 or 
visit our web site at www.thc.state.tx.us.

8”x4.75”
Full color 

FINAL



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T24 3 / 4  2 0 0 6

b y  B E N  H E I M S A T H ,  A I A

Vision Restored



3 / 4  2 0 0 6 T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T 25

Vision Restored
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The architects stripped decades of modifications from 

the 1915 villa, now primarily used as offices for the 

Austin Museum of Art.

P R O J E C T  Laguna Gloria Restoration

C L I E N T  Austin Museum of Art

A R C H I T E C T  Ford Powell & Carson Architects and Planners

C O N T R A C T O R  Herndon, Stauch-Construction Managers

C O N S U L T A N T S  TBG Partners (landscape); James T. Rodriguez Con-

sulting Engineers (MEP); Jaster-Quintanilla (structural) 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Carolyn Peterson, FAIA; Jeffrey Fetzer, AIA; Ellen Berky, 

AIA; John Amos, AIA 

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Matthew Fuller

SITE PLAN
 1 ENTRANCE
 2 TERRACE
 3 KITCHEN
 4 PANTRY
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(above) Using paint sampling and archival photographs, the restoration team returned interior surfaces to 

their original colors and finishes. The tall door behind the arch on the far right opens to the butler’s pantry. 

(right) The iron gate in the interior doorway was replicated from archival photographs. (opposite page) 

Completed last year, the rehabilitation project also restored much of the landscaped gardens Clara Driscoll 

installed on the grounds surrounding her villa.
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Ben Heimsath, AIA, is principal of Heimsath Architects in Austin.

R E S O U R C E S  CAST STONE: Fritchman & Associates; ARCHITECTURAL WOOD-

WORK: Groves Woodworks; BUILDING INSULATION: Batt-Owens Corning; 

GYPSUM BOARD FRAMING AND ACCESSORIES: Clark Steel Framing, Gold Bond 

Wallboard; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong; PAINTS: Sherwin-Williams; 

CUSTOM LIGHT FIXTURES: Texas Lightsmith; CANVAS AWNINGS: Chisom Co.
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P R O J E C T  Camp Street Residences

C L I E N T  Camp Street Partners, LP

A R C H I T E C T  Poteet Architects

C O N T R A C T O R  Metropolitan Contracting, Inc.

C O N S U L T A N T S  Beicker Engineering (structural); HMG & Associates 

(MEP); Kings Creek Landscaping (landscaping); Lighting Consultants 

LLC (lighting)  

D E S I G N  T E A M  Jim Poteet, AIA; Brett C. Freeman  

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Paul Bardagjy 
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(opposite page) As designed in the 1920s by Herff 

& Jones Architects of San Antonio, the former candy 

manufacturing plant demonstrated greater architec-

tural aspirations than a typical industrial building 

of its era. (this page) The original loading dock has 

been reconstructed for use as private terraces for its 

residents. The sculpture is by Nancy Rubins.
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(this page) A lithograph from the 1920s depicts 

a larger complex than actually materialized. 

(opposite page) Seen from Chris Park, the north-

ern facade displays the building’s few decorative 

elements—cast stone that caps the soaring brick 

pilasters and stone quoins around the arched 

main entry.

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 RESIDENTIAL UNIT
 2 PRIVATE COVERED PORCH
 3  COMMUNITY ROOM
 4  MANAGER’S DESK
 5  MAIN ENTRY 
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Stephen Sharpe is editor of Texas Architect.

R E S O U R C E S  CAST STONE: Pyramid Stone; BRICK VENEER REPAIR FASTENERS: 

Hohmann & Barnard; LAMINATES: Wilsonart; ROOF AND DECK INSULATION: 

BMCA; MEMBRANE ROOFING: GAF Materials Co.; METAL ROOFING: MBCI Metal 

Roof & Wall Systems; METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: Deansteel Manufacturing 

Company; METAL WINDOWS: A & S Window  Associates; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: 

Imperial Glass Structures; DECORATIVE GLAZING: Bendheim; SIGNAGE AND 

GRAPHICS: ASI Modulex; FIRE PROTECTION: Smoke Guard Systems (Ed 

Flume, dist.)
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P R O J E C T  Wharton County Courthouse Restoration

C L I E N T  Wharton County

A R C H I T E C T  Ray Bailey Architects, Inc.

C O N T R A C T O R  Stoddard Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Conti Jumper Gardner and Associates (structural); 

MNM Engineering Associates (MEP); EcoSystems Environmental 

(environmental)

D E S I G N  T E A M  Ray Bailey, FAIA; James Knight, AIA; Gerald Moorhead, 

FAIA; Ivan Pire  

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Gerald Moorhead, FAIA

History 
  Revealed
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pme!qipuphsbqit!pg!mpdbm!fwfout!po!uif!dpvsuipvtf!trvbsf!hbwf!beejujpobm!dmvft!up!uif!uxp.upof!dpmps!
tdifnf!gps!uif!xjoepxt-!uif!eftjho!pg!uif!npovnfoubm!fousz!eppst-!boe!uif!qspßmft!pg!uif!tusjoh.
dpvstft/!Tfmfdujwf!efnpmjujpo!xijmf!uif!cvjmejoh!xbt!tujmm!pddvqjfe!sfwfbmfe!bo!jogpsnbujwf!uspwf!
pg!gsbhnfout-!jodmvejoh!b!wbsojtife!tfdujpo!pg!mpohmfbg!qjof!cbtfcpbse!boe-!tubtife!jo!uif!dbwjuz!pg!
uif!2:46!àbu!sppg!gsbnjoh-!b!dpvqmf!pg!nfubm!sppßoh!tijohmft/!Boe!cfofbui!tfwfsbm!hfofsbujpot!pg!
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Uif!bsdijufdut!xfsf!bxbsf!pg!gpvoebujpo!qspcmfnt/!Bt!fbsmz!bt!29:9-!npwfnfou!jo!uif!nbtposz!

ofdfttjubufe!jotubmmbujpo!pg!ujf!spet!uispvhipvu!uif!cvjmejoh!boe!uif!sfnpwbm!pg!uif!psjhjobm!qmbtufs!

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE WORK/REINFORCING STEEL: Sun Coast Post Tension; 

MASONRY RESTORATION: Curtis Hunt Restorations; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Repub-

lics Trading; WATERPROOFING: Nevco Waterproofing; ROOF DECK INSULATION: 

A.D. Willis Co; ROOFING: A.D. Willis Co; STEEL DOORS AND FRAMES: Wessely 

Thompson; HISTORIC DOORS AND WINDOWS: Dimension Millwork; GYPSUM 

DRYWALL SYSTEMS: Stoddard Construction; PAINT: Converse Painting; 

HISTORIC CLOCK TOWER: Campbellsville Industries; DISAPPEARING STAIRWAYS: 

Stoddard Construction

(opposite page) The transformation that has taken 

place on the downtown square in Wharton may 

represent the most dramatic restoration project in the 

state’s historic courthouse program. (above) Stripped 

of its Second Empire-style roofs and tower in 1935, 

very little of Eugene Heiner’s 1889 original design 

remained visible.
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cvjmejohÖt!efubjmfe!fyufsjps-!sfuvsojoh!uif!dpvsuipvtfÖt!psjhjobm!qspqpsujpot!boe!tdbmf!up!jut!sjhiugvm!
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Anna Mod is a historic preservation specialist with LFC, Inc. in Houston and an adjunct faculty member at Prairie View A&M University.

Meticulous demolition erased 

the 1935 Moderne adornments 

and later additions. Removing the 

stucco to expose the red brick 

exterior walls proved particularly 

labor intensive, but was accom-

plished with only superficial 

damage to the original masonry.
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Elegance Anew

BGUFS!b!nfujdvmpvt!sftupsbujpo-!uif!hmfbnjoh!ufssb!dpuub!gbdbef!pg!uif!Uipnqtpo!Cvjmejoh!jo!!
epxoupxo!Ebmmbt!mpplt!upebz!nvdi!bt!ju!eje!xifo!ju!xbt!ofxmz!cvjmu!jo!2:26/!Dpotusvdufe!cz!Dij.
dbhp.cbtfe!Uipnqtpo!Sftubvsbout!bu!2631!Nbjo!Tusffu-!uif!uxp.tupsz!cvjmejoh!gfbuvsfe!uxp!pg!uif!
dbgfufsjb!dibjoÖt!tjhobuvsf!bsdijufduvsbm!npujgtÒb!mbshf!tupsfgspou!xjoepx!fncmb{pofe!xjui!uif!
obnf!ÓUipnqtpoÖtÔ!jo!pwfstj{f!tdsjqu-!boe!b!hmpttz!xijuf!ufssb!dpuub!gbdbef!nfbou!up!tvhhftu!dmfbo.
mjoftt!boe!fmfhbodf/!Uipvhi!uif!dibjo!pqfsbufe!npsf!uibo!211!sftubvsbout!bu!jut!qfbl!jo!uif!2:31t-!
uif!Ebmmbt!mpdbujpo!dmptfe!cz!uif!fbsmz!Õ41t/!Mbufs!uibu!efdbef!tuvddp!sfqmbdfe!uif!ufssb!dpuub!gbdbef!
xifo!uif!cvjmejoh!xbt!sfopwbufe!jo!uif!Bsu!Npefsof!tuzmf!gps!sfubjm!vtf/!Uif!gbdbef!xbt!sfqmbdfe!
bhbjo!jo!uif!2:71t-!uijt!ujnf!xjui!cspo{f!bopej{fe!nfubm!qbofmt/
Tfm{fs!Bttpdjbuft!pg!Ebmmbt!xbt!fohbhfe!jo!3111!up!pwfstff!uif!sftupsbujpo!boe!fyqbotjpo!pg!uif!

cvjmejoh/!Cfdbvtf!pg!jut!bekbdfodz!up!b!nvojdjqbm!qbsl-!uif!qspkfdu!xbt!fmjhjcmf!gps!Uby!Jodsfnfou!
Gjobodjoh!)UJG*-!bwbjmbcmf!up!qspnpuf!sfefwfmpqnfou!po!qvcmjd!qspqfsuz!epxoupxo/!Uifsf!xfsf!uisff!
nbjo!fmfnfout!up!uif!dibshf!hjwfo!up!uif!bsdijufdut;!2*!sftupsbujpo!pg!uif!ijtupsjd!gbdbef<!3*!beejoh!
up!uif!mfbtbcmf!bsfb!up!fotvsf!uif!cvjmejohÖt!fdpopnjd!wjbcjmjuz<!boe!4*!csjohjoh!wjubmjuz!boe!bdujwjuz!
up!Qfhbtvt!Qmb{b!ofyu!epps/!Uif!bsdijufdut!diptf!up!cvjme!b!hmbtt.fodmptfe!tubjs!po!uif!qmb{b!tjef-!boe!
up!fyqboe!uif!cvjmejoh!pvu!joup!uif!qmb{b-!qspwjejoh!cpui!joepps!boe!pvuepps!ejojoh!po!uisff!mfwfmt/!
Xijmf!uif!tdifnf!tvddffefe!jo!nffujoh!uif!efwfmpqfsÖt!qsphsbn!offet-!uijt!tusbufhz!sfrvjsfe!dmptf!
dppsejobujpo!xjui!cpui!uif!nvojdjqbm!qbslt!efqbsunfou!boe!uif!UJG!ejtusjdu!cpbse-!boe!ofdfttjubufe!
tfqbsbuf!dpousbdu!epdvnfout!gps!uif!UJG!boe!opo.UJG!qpsujpot!pg!uif!qspkfdu/

P R O J E C T  The Thompson Building

C L I E N T  Main Street Investors, LLC

A R C H I T E C T  Selzer Associates, Inc.

C O N T R A C T O R  Nedderman Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  Datum Engineering (structural); ARJO Engineering 

(MEP); Brockette, Davis, Drake (civil)

D E S I G N  T E A M  Dale E. Selzer, FAIA       

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Steven Vaughan Photography, Dallas

(opposite page) Restoring the 1915 facade required 

the replication of 350 decorative terra cotta pieces, 

their color and finish matched to fragments recovered 

at the site. (above) Original construction drawings, 

obtained from the building’s previous owner, provided 

necessary details for an accurate recreation.
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dpotusvdujpo!epdvnfout!gspn!b!qsfwjpvt!cvjmejoh!pxofs/!Uiftf!uisff!tpvsdft!pg!jogpsnbujpo!xfsf!
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N
NEW ADDITION HISTORIC PRESERVATION

New construction on the historic building’s west side 

offers three levels of outdoor seating for patrons. 

Terraces open onto Pegasus Plaza, an urban park.
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Jonathan P. Rollins, AIA, is an associate principal of Good Fulton & Farrell Architects in Dallas.

R E S O U R C E S  ROOFING (MODIFIED MEMBRANE): TAMKO; TERRA COTTA FABRICA-

TOR: Boston Valley Terra Cotta; TERRA COTTA INSTALLATION: Dee Brown 

Masonry; FOLDING EXTERIOR PARTITIONS: Nana Wall Systems; CAST BRONZE 

DOOR PEDIMENTS: The Art Foundry; HISTORIC WINDOW FABRICATOR: Renovation 

by Design; CONCRETE INSTALLATION: Star Concrete; MASONRY: J D Rios; STEEL 

DOORS AND FRAMES: Dallas Door; WOOD WINDOWS: Cargill Carpentry  
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P R O J E C T  Alvin ASSETS Learning Center

C L I E N T  Alvin ISD

A R C H I T E C T  SHW Group

C O N T R A C T O R  Gamma Construction

C O N S U L T A N T S  DBR Engineering Consultants (MEP); Millunzi 

& Associates (food service design); Brooks & Sparks (civil)

D E S I G N  T E A M  Mark Lam, AIA; Christian Owens, AIA; 

John Forasiepi, AIA 

P H O T O G R A P H E R  AZ Photo
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(opposite page) Alvin’s former school administration 

office reclaimed its graceful, mid-century modern 

character as part of an expansion program. The 

original building received a TSA Design Award in 1957. 

(this page) The addition’s material palette of brick, 

metal, and glass complement the older structure.
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Paul Homeyer, AIA, is a senior associate with Gensler’s Houston office.

R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS: Pavestone; BRICK: Acme, Featherlite;  FENCES, 

GATES, AND HARDWARE: Foster Fence Corp.; METAL STAIRS: Hoffa, Inc.; METAL 

ROOF/WALL SYSTEMS: MBCI; WINDOWS: Vistawall; STEEL FRAME: Joists, Inc.; 

ROOF AND WALL PANELS: MBCI; METAL ROOFING: MBCI; ROOF/FLASHING/TRIM 

ACCESSORIES: Duro Last; OVERHEAD COILING COUNTER DOORS AND GRILLES: ABC 

Doors; TILE: Daltile; VCT: Armstrong; ACOUSTICAL PANELS: Armstrong; 

CARPET: Collins & Aikman; RUBBER BASE: Flexco; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: 

Best Sign Systems, A.R.K. Ramos; VISUAL DISPLAY BOARDS: PolyVision; 

MANUFACTURED CASEWORK: C.S.I.; LIBRARY FURNITURE: Tesco

Glazed stair towers set at both ends of the addition 

serve as lanterns at night and also help to lighten its 

massiveness. The expansion project was sensitively 

composed to respect the original building’s archi-

tectural significance, a consistency of materials and 

forms visually ties together the old and the new.
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Sharon Fleming, AIA, is deputy director of the Texas Historic 
Courthouse Preservation Program. Debbi Head is public relations 
coordinator for the Texas Historical Commission. 

The Maverick County Courthouse, designed by Wahrenberger & Beckman 

and built in 1885, was rededicated in October 2002. The San Antonio firm 

Ford, Powell & Carson led the $2.9 million restoration project. 
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An Investment in Texas’ Future
To date, thanks to state grants and local pride, 28 historic courthouses have been restored and rededicated
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Listed in the National Register of Historic Places and 

registered as a Texas Historic Landmark and a Texas State 

Archeological Landmark, Red River County Courthouse in 

Clarksville became the eighth courthouse rededicated 

under the Texas Historical Commission’s Texas Courthouse 

Preservation Program. Sensitive to the historic relevance 

of the courthouse, ARCHITEXAS developed the restoration 

master plan for the 22,431–sf structure to ensure accuracy 

and to recapture the historical character and materials 

while enabling the space to meet the needs of a modern 

county government. THC approved two different time peri-

ods to serve as reference points: the courthouse interior 

was restored to its original 1884 condition to preserve the 

unique decorative features found inside, and the building’s 

exterior was returned to its 1910 appearance when an 

annex was added. Matching ochre-colored limestone, 

harvested from the original quarry, replaced deteriorated 

P O R T F O L I O : C O U R T H O U S E  P R E S E R V A T I O N

P R O J E C T  Red River County Courthouse Restoration, Clarksville

C L I E N T  Red River County

A R C H I T E C T  ARCHITEXAS-Architecture, Planning, and Historic 

Preservation, Inc.

C O N T R A C T O R  Harrison Walker & Harper

C O N S U L T A N T S  Jaster-Quintanilla and Associates (structural/civil); 

O’Dea, Lynch, Abbattista Consulting Engineers (MEP); Electro 

Acoustics & Video (audio visual); Acoustic Design Associates (acous-

tics); IntroSpec (building envelope and specifications); EcoSystems 

Environmental (hazardous materials)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Carolyn Brown

parts of the external stone cladding. The original color 

palette, determined by paint analysis, was replicated in the 

tower restoration and throughout the building. A two-story 

hyphen connecting the courthouse and annex was removed, 

replaced by a connection joining the second floors of the 

two structures and an open breezeway linking the first 

levels. Inside, portions of elaborate hand-painted calcimine 

details were discovered and recreated, and the woodwork 

was treated with a faux bois finishing technique used in 

the original construction that simulates cherry and walnut 

wood grain. New electrical, data, and sprinkler systems 

were concealed under the wood flooring of the second 

level, allowing for the restoration of offices with minimal 

visibility of the mechanical systems. The $4.4 million 

restoration project was completed in August 2004.

A S H L E Y  S T . C L A I R

R E S O U R C E S  STAINED CONCRETE FINISH: L.M. Scofield Company; MASONRY 

RESTORATION AND CLEANING: Prosoco; METAL FABRICATIONS: Julius Blum & Co.; 

WATERPROOFING AND DAMP PROOFING: CETCO; STRUCTURAL STEEL: Phoenix 1 

Restoration; VAPOR RETARDERS: Reef Industries; ROOF HATCHES: The Bilco 

Company; JOINT SEALERS: Degussa (Sonneborn Building Products); 

ACCESS DOORS AND PANELS: CESCO Products; BULLET RESISTING WINDOWS: 

Safeguard Security Services; GYPSUM FABRICATIONS: National Gypsum 

Company; TILE: Daltile; PAINTS: Sherwin-Williams; VENEER PLASTER: Fry 

Reglet Corp.; INTERIOR LUMINAIRES: Lithonia Lighting, Rejuvenation Lamp 

and Fixture, d’ac Lighting
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Sound Design
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As important as climate control and adequate lighting, acoustical enhancements help create “people friendly” environments

I N S I G H T : A C O U S T I C S

B y  E L M E R  L .  H I X S O N ,  P h D

Florida-based Arquitectonica collaborated with Gensler on the design of the Hilton Americas-Houston to include 

strategies for enhanced acoustical absorption and sound isolation. The techniques serve to block noise from outside 

and retain interior sound within each space. 
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At the recently completed Globe-News Center for the 

Performing Arts in Amarillo, Holzman Moss Architec-

ture devised a movable orchestra shell constructed 

of glulaminated timbers and oriented strand board 

panels. Each panel was specifically designed to cor-

rectly reflect sound waves from the stage.
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San Fernando Cathedral - San Antonio

TIMELESS VISION IN A NEW LIGHT

Minneapolis  612 339 5958

schu l e r shook .com

Dallas 214 747 8300Chicago  312 944 8230

AIA Calls for Sustainable Timeline
The American Institute of Architects (AIA) has adopted a position state-
ment to promote sustainable design and resource conservation. The 
organization said its goal is to reduce consumption of fossil fuels used 
to construct and operate buildings by 50 percent by the year 2010. The 
AIA expects to collaborate with other national organizations, the scientific 
research community, and public health officials in pursuit of this goal. 
“Buildings account for 48 percent of U.S. energy consumption and gener-
ate far more greenhouse gas emissions than any other sector,” said R.K. 
Stewart, FAIA, of the AIA Sustainability Summit Task Force. “As architects, 
we must accept responsibility for our role in creating the built environment. 
We feel it is incumbent upon the architecture profession to alter our actions 
and encourage both our clients and the entire design and construction 
industry to join us in plotting a course of measurable changes that will 
improve the quality of life for everyone.” Part of this effort will take the 
form of intergrating sustainability into curricula in architectural education, 
officials said. The AIA conceded that achieving an initiative of this scope 
will require an effort of at least 10 to 15 years, and should necessarily 
include the education of clients about the importance of sustainability in 
order to improve chances of success. All new AIA position statements are 
available at www.aia.org/siteobjects/files/hpb_position_statements.pdf.
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NCMA Design Awards of Excellence Call for Entries
The National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA) is seeking commer-
cial, residential, and landscape project submittals for the annual Design 
Award of Excellence program. Entries must be postmarked no later than 
June 15. Any licensed design professional or engineer may submit entries, 
regardless of project size, budget, style, or type. Concrete masonry units 
– architectural block, unit concrete pavers, segmental retaining walls, or 
articulated concrete block revetment – must be a primary construction 
material in order for projects to be eligible. Winners will be awarded a 
monetary prize and honored during an awards ceremony at the 2007 NCMA 
Annual Convention and Manufactured Concrete Products Exposition to be 
held in Orlando, Fla., Feb. 22-24, 2007. For more information, call (703) 
713-1900 or visit www.ncma.org.      

Report: Codes and Architects Drive Roof Insulation Decisions 
The Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association released 
a study that highlights the impact energy codes, architects, and code 
enforcement have in influencing roofing contractors in their decisions 
about roof insulation levels. The study, conducted by the Building Codes 
Assistance Project, surveyed roofing contractors in four states: Alabama, 
Illinois, Colorado, and New York. These states were selected to capture a 
diversity of climates, codes, and construction levels for commercial roofing 
insulation activity nationwide. The study assessed energy code compliance 
practices among roofing contractors, specifically assessing the influence 
of existing building codes, architects, and enforcement on compliance. 
For more information, visit www.pima.org. 

Planted Roofs Warm All Over
A University of Toronto researcher has delivered the first-ever analysis of 
planted roofs’ ability to keep buildings warm in winter. The newly released 
study demonstrates that the insulating properties in so called “green” or 
planted roofs also extend to thermal conservation, and can concomitantly 
reduce the use of heating fuels during the winter. “The key was using 
evergreen plants that stay alive in the cold,” explains Brad Bass, adjunct 
professor and co-leader of the study Green Roofs for Staying Warm in 
Winter. Using the National Research Council’s Field Roofing Facility in 
Ottawa during January and February 2005, Bass’s team examined readings 
taken below roofs planted with juniper shrubs. They discovered that not 
only did the structure require less energy to heat its interior, but on aver-
age held an indoor temperature six degrees higher than a control building 
without a green roof. Unlike deciduous plantings that go dormant in winter, 
evergreens maintain their insulating capacity in freezing temperatures. 
“The results were dramatic,” Bass says. “And there’s great opportunity 
to use these benefits in the building market.” For more information, visit 
www.environmental.utoronto.ca.

IIDA Sponsors Sustainable Leadership Awards
The International Interior Design Association with the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) Committees on the Environment and Committees on 
Interior Architecture and CoreNet Global are sponsoring the Sustainable 
Leadership Awards to promote sustainable design practices. Submittals 
are due by March 1. For more information, call (888) 548-5800 or visit 
www.iida.org.
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Agnes Warren Barnes is administrative assistant to the 
president of The Wallace Group, an engineering, architec-
tural, and surveying firm. She lives in Waco.

POSTCARD MAP
 1 GRIMES COUNTY, ANDERSON; 1893
 2 HUNT COUNTY, GREENVILLE; 1885 (RAZED 1928)
 3 SOMERVELL COUNTY, GLEN ROSE; 1893
 4 TAYLOR COUNTY, ABILENE; 1883 
 5 JOHNSON COUNTY, CLEBURNE; 1882 (BURNED 1912)
 6 GALVESTON COUNTY, GALVESTON; 1898
 7 BEXAR COUNTY, SAN ANTONIO; 1892
 8 ZAPATA COUNTY, ZAPATA; 1901 (SUBMERGED 1953)
 9 MCLENNAN COUTNY, WACO; 1901
 10 MAVERICK COUNTY, EAGLE PASS; 1885
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Old postcards remind avid collector that Texas’ county courthouses are priceless
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