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Pier 1 Place strikes a luminous stance in downtown Fort Worth as the vanguard 

of new development along the Trinity River waterfront; photo by Michael Lyon.
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SAN ANTONIO is currently enjoying a healthy 
debate about architecture and self-image as the 
city considers a proposed 40-story downtown 
convention center hotel that would introduce a 
startling jolt of color to a mostly beige skyline. 
Actually two jolts, since the hotel envisioned 
by Miami-based Arquitectonica in fi rst-round 
design renderings would comprise two svelte 
towers, each with candy-colored horizontal 
bands interspersing a glass skin. Some locals 
protest what they see as a building that is too 
slick and too vivid for a city as steeped in history 
as San Antonio. While the city’s brightly hued 
past is often modulated by the sepia-toned lens 
of nostalgia, the critics are not exaggerating 
the impact the colossal hotel would have on the 
cityscape. At a height of 525 feet, it would stand 
out as the downtown’s second-tallest. Only the 
Tower of the Americas, at 622 feet high minus 
its antenna and located just a few blocks away, 
would reach higher. 

“The building is intended to be an icon of the 
cultural uniqueness of San Antonio,” Henry 
Muñoz of Kell Muñoz Architects, a partner in 
the project, told the San Antonio Express-News in 
December after the City Council selected the 
hotel’s development team. With Arquitectonica 
as associate design architect and Gensler as 
architect of record, Kell Muñoz of San Antonio 
will serve as associate architect for the hotel 
being developed by Faulkner USA of Austin. 
(Faulkner completed a city-owned convention 
center hotel in Austin last year, and Arquitec-
tonica designed a publicly fi nanced convention 
center in Houston that opened in 2003.) Pro-
posed as a $215 million public-private venture, 
the San Antonio hotel will provide 1,000 rooms 
and next-door proximity to the city’s convention 
center when completed in 2008.

Soon after local media published the early 
computer-generated rendering, public debate 
over the boldly colorful design commenced. 
Muñoz was then quoted in the San Antonio Busi-
ness Journal as saying, “I don’t think everyone 
will love this design. I think it will be con-
troversial and people will talk about it. But I 
like that.” Two months later, people are still 
talking. Even after Faulkner USA sought to 
“decrease exposure” of the illustration, debate 

continued to swirl through the front pages and 
the local airwaves. In mid-February a Faulkner 
USA spokeswoman said the concept was being 
reviewed by members of the project team who 
are taking into account the comments gathered 
during the public input process. An updated 
rendering may be released as early as May.  

Public opinion certainly infl uenced Antoine 
Predock’s vision for the new Austin City Hall. 
(See “Keeping Austin Weird” on p. 24.) For 
about two months – Austin being Austin, a 
place where activism among the citizenry is 
a long-held tradition – Predock’s design was 
bandied about during more than a dozen town 
meetings. His concept survived the protracted 
public critique, but in a signifi cantly altered 
iteration. Now that it’s built, many people in 
Austin appear to love it. (Critics target its $56 
million cost rather than its design.) However, 
the real test will come as the newness begins to 
erode and those who use it on a regular basis can 
assess its functionality. Certainly, the building’s 

southern orientation sets the stage for sun-
baked summertime events on the south-side 
plaza, but that fl aw in the design may be over-
shadowed as retail and residential development 
gains momentum in the Second Street District 
just across the street on City Hall’s north side. 
(For more on its context, see “Austin’s IPO: A 
New City Hall” on page 27.)

Where Austin City Hall seems to blend in 
with the craggy Balcones Escarpment, the hotel 
proposed for downtown San Antonio appears 
to revel in the festive vortex of the Paseo del 
Rio. Each project – one brand, spanking new 
and another in its initial design phase – is an 
expression of its city’s self-identity. Austin got 
the City Hall it wanted by inviting its citizens to 
speak up and then challenging the architect to 
respond. If San Antonio has been paying atten-
tion, the debate taking place there may help 
guide the redesign of a signature skyline that 
the entire city can embrace as its own.  

S T E P H E N  S H A R P E

Architecture and Identity
Candy-colored high-rise provokes San Antonio to ponder its self-image.
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As shown in an initial rendering, the convention center hotel (center) would be second only to the Tower of the 

Americas (far right) in height. Public debate continues over its appropriateness as an addition to the city’s skyline.

IL
LU

ST
RA

TI
ON

 C
OU

RT
ES

Y 
FA

UL
KN

ER
 U

SA

Ed Note.indd   5Ed Note.indd   5 2/14/05   4:30:52 PM2/14/05   4:30:52 PM



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T6 3 / 4  2 0 0 5



3 / 4  2 0 0 5 T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T 7

L E T T E R S 

C O R R E C T I O N S

Uif!psjhjobm!bsdijufdu!pg! uif!ÓPme!SfeÔ!Ebmmbt!
Dpvouz!Dpvsuipvtf!xbt!njtjefoujßfe!jo!b!ofxt!
tupsz!qvcmjtife!po!qbhf!21!jo!uif!Kbovbsz0Gfcsv.
bsz!fejujpo/!N/B/!Psmpqq!pg!Psmpqq!'!Lvtfofs!jo!
Mjuumf!Spdl-!Bsl/-!eftjhofe!uif!29:3!dpvsuipvtf/!
Uif!bsujdmf!fsspofpvtmz!buusjcvufe!uif!cvjmejoh!up!
I/I/!Sjdibsetpo-!xiptf!xpsl!tuspohmz!joàvfodfe!
PsmpqqÖt!eftjho/!Jo!uibu!tbnf!ofxt!tupsz-!uif!obnf!
pg! uif!bttjtubou!Ebmmbt!Dpvouz!benjojtusbups!
pwfstffjoh!uif!qspkfdu!xbt!njttqfmmfe/!Ijt!obnf!
jt!Ebo!Tbwbhf/
Bmtp-!b!ofxt!tupsz!bcpvu!BJB!Gpsu!XpsuiÖt!3115!

Eftjho!Bxbset!dpoubjofe!tfwfsbm!fsspst/!)Tff!
Kbo0Gfc-!q/!27/*!Uif!dpssfdu!obnf!pg! uif!qspk.
fdu!cz!Ibiogfme!Ipggfs!Tubogpse!jt!Cmvfcpoofu!
Fmfnfoubsz!Tdippm-!xijdi!sfdfjwfe!uif!NbzpsÖt!
Bxbse!qsftfoufe!cz!Gpsu!Xpsui!Nbzps!Qsp.Ufn!
Sbmqi!NdDmpve/!Jo!beejujpo-!uif!bsujdmf!tipvme!
ibwf!tqfdjgjfe! uibu!pof!Tuvefou!Ipops!Bxbse!
xbt!qsftfoufe!)up!Xjmmjbn!Bmgsfep!Wjmmbmpcpt!gps!
ÓMjwjoh!jo!TvcvscjbÔ*-!xijmf!uxp!Tuvefou!Nfsju!
Bxbset!xfsf!qsftfoufe!)up!Wjmmbmpcpt! gps!ÓOp!
NboÖt!MboeÔ!boe!up!Kfoojgfs!Dbnqcfmm!gps!ÓWjusb!
Nvtfvn!EjtqmbzÔ*/!

Not So Hot For Occupants
Wfsz! joufsftujoh!tqjo!po!uif!bsujdmf!bcpvu! uif!
VU!Ifbmui!Tdjfodf!DfoufsÖt!Tdippm!pg!Ovstjoh!jo!
Ipvtupo/!)Tff!ÓTnbsu!boe!Mfbo!NbdijofÔ!jo!Kbo0
Gfc!UB/*!Bmm!tpvoet!xbsn!boe!gv{{z/!Zpv!qfpqmf!
tipvme!ibwf!up!xpsl!jo!ju/!Zpv!xpvmeoÖu!cf!tp!ipu!
po!uif!bsdijufduvsf!uifo/

Rodney Lester

Houston

Ford Would Have Chuckled
Xibu!bo! jotvmu! up!PÖOfjm!GpseÒju!xpvme!nblf!
ijn!divdlmf/!Uibu!jt-!uiptf!nfubm!hsbuft!bcpwf!
fbdi!xjoepx!po!uif!ofx!Opsuisvq!Ibmm!cz!Tufso/!!
)Tff!ÓMftt!Jt!Npsf<!Npsf!Jt!MfttÔ!jo!Kbo0Gfc!UB/*!
J!dboopu!dbmm!uifn!tibejoh!efwjdft!cfdbvtf-!bt!
zpvs!qipuphsbqit!tipx-!uifz!qspwjef!op!tibef/!
Eje!Tufso!sfbmmz!uijol!uibu!uif!tbnf!dpoßhvsbujpo!
xpvme!xpsl!po!bmm!psjfoubujpot!pg!uif!cvjmejoh@

Uijt! jt!b!nbkps!dpousbtu! up!COJN!boe!Mblf0
GmbupÖt!Tdippm!pg!Ovstjoh!xijdi!tipxt!b! usvf!
voefstuboejoh!uibu!uif!tvo!tfft!fbdi!tjef!pg!uif!
cvjmejoh!ejggfsfoumz!boe!ezobnjdbmmz/! J!ibwf!
bmxbzt!cffo!jnqsfttfe!xjui!uif!bsdijufdut!pg!pvs!
ofjhicps!tubuf/

Eddie Cazayoux, AIA

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana

Truth Be Known…
J!xbt!efmjhiufe!xjui!uif!xbz!Usjojuz!VojwfstjuzÖt!
Opsuisvq!Ibmm! mpplfe!jo!uif!Kbovbsz0Gfcsvbsz!
3116!Ufybt!BsdijufduÒju!xbt!cfbvujgvmmz!qsftfoufe/!
J!xjti!J!dpvme!tbz!J!xbt!bt!efmjhiufe!cz!uif!sfwjfx-!
cvu!bt!b!dpnqvmtjwf!usvui.ufmmfs!J!nvtu!tbz!J!ibwf!
nz!sftfswbujpot/

Robert A.M. Stern, FAIA

New York, New York

C O R R E C T I O N S



TSA Design Awards 2005

C a l l  f o r  E n t r i e s

Complete rules and entry forms 
for the TSA Design Awards and 
the TSA Studio Awards are online 
at www.texasarchitect.org.

Architects and clients of winning 
projects will be honored at the 
TSA Convention in San Antonio, 
September 15–17, 2005.

Winning projects will be featured 
in the September/October 2005 
issue of Texas Architect. 

Deadline: June 3
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(top) A rendering by Parkhill, Smith & Cooper shows 

the pressed-bow bridge planned in Odessa. (below) 

Completed in 2001, this bridge near Oslo is the only 

one built on Leonardo’s concept under the direction of  

artist Vebjørn Sand.
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Leonardo’s Bridge Planned in Odessa
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UH Plans Temporary Housing for Tsunami Survivors
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The photo depicts traditional housing in Ban Triam, Thailand. Residents have lived for many generations in such 

dwellings until the tsunami devastated the coastline of Southest Asia in late December.

PHOTO COURTESY BILL PRICE
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Six Texans Elevated to AIA Fellows
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UT Team Among Finalists for Flight 93 Memorial
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Bringing you all the name brands to make a name for yourself. Visit www.bmcwest.com.
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Quality Homebuilders.

Texas Architect  3-05

The prefinished James Hardie® Siding Products with ColorPlus® technology
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WOODSTOCK BROWN

WOODLAND CREAM

HEATHER MOSS
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Austin
MWPC

1214 W. 6th Street, Suite 102   Austin 78703
512-472-0955

Corpus Christi
800-698-6618   361-814-7000

Dallas/Coppell
425 Airline Drive, Suite 200   Coppell 75019

800-888-3667   972-304-1200

Fort Worth
4455 Camp Bowie Rd., #110  Fort Worth 76107

800-955-9667   817-737-8877

Houston
MWPC Lone Star

16002 Tomball Pkwy.   Houston 77086
800-934-3502   281-440-9090

Longview
1747 W. Loop 281   Longview 75604

800-288-3667   903-759-9675

Lubbock
5920 66th Street   Lubbock 79424

806-745-3363

McAllen   Brownsville   Laredo
Fredericksburg   Kerrville

800-698-6618

San Antonio
814 Arion Pkwy., #109 San Antonio 78216

800-698-6618   210-494-8889

Flagstaff
928-226-0699

Phoenix
4346 E. Elwood, #102 Phoenix, Arizona 85040

800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Tucson
800-558-8645   602-438-1127

Oklahoma City
1404 S. Fretz, Suite 100   Edmond, OK 73013

800-766-4690   405-341-6775

Tulsa
800-283-6352   918-481-6352

Shreveport
318-869-4220

For more information, 
visit one of the centers listed below, 

or circle 28 on the reader service card.
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Broad Farm Pavilion and Pool

UT Health Science Center—Houston School of Nursing

Dunning Residence 

AIA San Antonio Honors Best Work
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Symposium at UT School of Architecture
“Designing for Health” will build on a discussion 
of one of the most pressing questions of the new 
millennium: how do we plan for the future of Texas 
as our cities grow into major metropolitan regions? 
The symposium, to be held at the Four Seasons 
Hotel in Austin, will feature a keynote address by 
Dr. Lawrence D. Frank of the University of British 
Columbia’s School of Community and Regional 
Planning. Call (512) 471-2708 or visit www.utexas.
edu/architecture/friends/index.html for more infor-
mation. MARCH 3 

ArchVoices Calls for Entries 
Young professionals are invited to submit a 500-
word essay reflecting on their daily experiences 
as the newest members and future leaders of 
the architecture profession. Semifinalists will be 
invited to develop a longer essay based on their first 
submittals. Call (510) 757-6213 or access www.
archvoices.org/competition for more information. 
Deadline is MARCH 18

Touring Houston’s Modern Architecture
RDA will collaborate with Houston Mod to highlight 
buildings and architects on the forefront of Hous-
ton’s modern architecture movement in the 1950s 
and 60s. The tours acquaint Houstonians with their 
city’s best examples of architecture, interior design, 
and landscape design. For more information call 
(713) 348-4876. APRIL 2-3

THC Sets Preservation Conference
The Texas Historical Commission’s annual historic 
preservation conference will feature the theme 
“Texas Tapestry: Weaving Cultural Threads.” The 
keynote speaker will be Cassandra Berry of the 
University of North Texas System. For information 
call (512) 463-6255 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us. 
APRIL 14-16

Topping Out 2005 Honors D/FW Industry
Members of the architectural, engineering, and con-
struction industries are invited to attend the dinner 
and awards event held at UT Arlington. Topping Out 
2005 will feature the most successful projects in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area and the teams that brought 
them to fruition. In addition, a design project from 
UT Arlington will be presented to acknowledge future 
industry challenges. Visit www.toppingout.org call 
(214) 634-9810. MAY 3
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Coupland Community Center
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Art on Architecture
Painted works in public buildings, some documented in a recent book,
depicted and nurtured local culture across Texas in the 1930s and 40s.
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A TA contributing editor, Gerald Moorhead, FAIA, is a senior 
associate with Bailey Architects in Houston.
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(opposite page) The San Antonio post office mural, 

completed in 1939 by Howard Cook, depicts signifi-

cant events in the city’s history, including Col. William 

Barrett Travis drawing a line in the dirt (left) as Davy 

Crockett steps forward to volunteer to defend the 

Alamo and the defenders’ heroic last stand (right). 

(top left) “Soil Conservation in Collin County” by Jerry 

Bywaters, 1941, Farmersville. Painted over the door to 

the postmaster’s office, the artwork educates farmers 

on the value of soil conservation techniques. 

(top right) On the south wall of the San Antonio 

post office is a complex image of trade among the 

transplanted Canary Islanders and Indians carrying 

heavy loads. (above) “The Taking of Sam Bass,” on the 

right, and “Two Texas Rangers,” on the left, by Frank 

Mechau, 1940, Fort Worth. These two works, painted 

on canvas and mounted in the U.S. Courthouse, illus-

trate the law of the Wild West.The book reviewed in 

this article is:

The Texas Post Office Murals: Art for the People

By Philip Parisi

Texas A&M University Press (College Station, 2004)

181 pgs., hc
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3OME�CHOICES�ARE�
JUST�SMARTER�THAN�OTHERS�

[SMART] [EVEN�SMARTER]

#!$�FOR � THE �SMARTSI ZED � F I RM

3OMETIMES�LESS�IS�MORE��6ECTOR7ORKS�!2#()4%#4�GIVES�YOU�ALL�THE�TOOLS�AND�

TECHNOLOGY�YOU�NEED�IN�ONE�SMART�SCOOP�
�

6ECTOR7ORKS�!2#()4%#4�IS�THE�SMART�SOLUTION�FOR�lRMS�THAT�DON�T�HAVE��

UNLIMITED�)4�BUDGETS��)T�HAS�EVERYTHING�YOU�NEED�IN�ONE�EASYTOUSE�PROGRAM��

6ECTOR7ORKS�!2#()4%#4�AUTOMATICALLY�CREATES��$�MODELS�FROM�YOUR��$�

PLANS�WITH�A�UNIQUE�HYBRID��$�DRAFTING��$�MODELING�DESIGN�ENVIRONMENT��

"UILTIN�DATABASE�CAPABILITIES�MAKE�IT�EASY�TO�TRACK�PROJECT�INFORMATION�AND�

AUTOMATICALLY�GENERATE�SCHEDULES��!ND�PROFESSIONAL�PRESENTATION�CAPABILITIES�

MAKE�IT�EASY�TO�VISUALIZE�YOUR�DESIGN�IDEAS�AND�HELP�SELL�CLIENTS�THE�JOB�
�

"UT�THAT�S�NOT�ALL��4ECHNICAL�SUPPORT�IS�FREE��!ND�UPGRADES�ARE�PAINLESS���

4O�PUT�A�CHERRY�ON�TOP��6ECTOR7ORKS�!2#()4%#4�WON�T�BLOW�YOUR�BUDGET���

UNLIKE�OTHER�COSTLY�#!$�PROGRAMS�
�

#ALL�������������OR�VISIT�WWW�VECTORWORKS�NET�TEXAS�TO�GET�THE�SCOOP�
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Keeping Austin Weird 
b y  L A W R E N C E  C O N N O L L Y ,  A I A



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T

SFNBSLBCMF!fwfo!jo!b!upxo!lopxo!gps!fddfousjd!qvcmjd!ejtqmbz-!Bvtujo!Djuz!Ibmm!jt!bo!bopnbmz!
cpso!pg!fyusbpsejobsz!djsdvntubodft!jowpmwjoh!b!qvcmjd.qsjwbuf!qbsuofstijq-!bo!bsdijufduÖt!fojhnbujd!
tjhobuvsf-!boe!bo!bdujwjtu!djuj{fosz!uibu!joàvfodfe!uif!eftjho!qspdftt/
Uif!qvcmjd.qsjwbuf!qbsuofstijq!tqsboh!gspn!uif!tfmfdujpo!pg!uif!epxoupxo!tjuf!bekbodfou!up!Upxo!

Mblf!xijdi!uifo!mfe!up!b!dpnqmjdbufe!mpoh.ufsn!mfbtf!bhsffnfou!ejdubufe!cz!Dpnqvufs!Tdjfodf!
Dpsqpsbujpo-!uif!pxofs!pg!uif!qspqfsuz!bt!xfmm!bt!uif!pddvqbou!pg!uif!uxp!cmpdlt!po!jut!fbtu!boe!xftu!
tjeft/!Sftusjdujpot!jo!uif!mfbtf!mjnjufe!uif!bcpwf.hspvoe!cvjmejoh!bsfb!up!b!nbyjnvn!pg!226-111!
trvbsf!gffu!boe!dbqqfe!uif!cvjmejohÖt!ifjhiu!bu!76!gffu!up!qspufdu!tjhiumjoft!gspn!uif!uxp!DTD!cvjme.
joht!àboljoh!uif!tjuf/!Jo!beejujpo-!uif!pxofs!sfrvjsfe!uif!qmbo!up!jodmvef!b!qmb{b!po!uif!tpvui!tjef!
pg!uif!cmpdl-!uif!tjef!gbdjoh!Upxo!Mblf/!Tvdi!qsftdsjqujwf!vtf!pg!mboe!efufsnjofe!uibu!uif!nbttjoh!
pg!uif!gpvs.mfwfm!cvjmejoh!cf!tjuvbufe!upxbse!uif!opsui!foe!pg!uif!tjuf/
Gpmmpxjoh!b!obujpoxjef!tfbsdi!gps!bo!bsdijufdu-!uif!Djuz!pg!Bvtujo!tfmfdufe!uif!ufbn!pg!Bmcvrvfs.

rvf.cbtfe!Boupjof!Qsfepdl-!GBJB-!bt!mfbe!eftjhofs!boe!Dpufsb,Sffe!Bsdijufdut!tfswjoh!bt!uif!mpdbm!
ßsn/!QsfepdlÖt!qijmptpqiz!pg!fyufoejoh!bsdijufduvsbm!tqbdf!cfzpoe!uif!qfsjnfufs!xbmmt!tffnfe!uif!
qfsgfdu!ßu!gps!b!qsphsbn!uibu!dbmmfe!gps!qmb{bt!boe!puifs!qvcmjd!pvuepps!bsfbt/!Npsfpwfs-!QsfepdlÖt!
ipmjtujd!bqqspbdi!up!bsdijufduvsbm!eftjho-!dpvqmfe!xjui!ijt!ubmfou!gps!sfmbujoh!b!cvjmejoh!up!jut!tjuf-!
pgufo!cz!nfubqipsjdbm!nfbot-!xbt!b!sbsf!tfotjcjmjuz!up!csjoh!up!b!epxoupxo!qspkfdu/
Uif!ufbnÖt!qsf.eftjho!qibtf!cfhbo!xjui!b!upvs!pg!Bvtujo!xjui!djuz!tub�!boe!fmfdufe!p�djbmt!up!

cfuufs!voefstuboe!uif!mpdbm!dmjnbuf-!dvmuvsbm!bouispqpmphz-!ijtupsz-!hfpmphz-!boe!puifs!ubohjcmft!pg!
uif!mpdbmf/!Evsjoh!uibu!fyfsdjtf!uif!ufbn!efufsnjofe!uibu!uif!eftjho!tipvme!tvcumz!boe!tzncpmjdbmmz!
sfàfdu!uif!Cbmdpoft!FtdbsqnfouÖt!mboe!gpsnt!xijmf!dpnqmfnfoujoh!BvtujoÖt!gsff.tqjsjufe!obuvsf/
Xifo!Qsfepdl!qsftfoufe!ijt!ßstu!eftjho!tdifnf-!uif!cvjmejohÖt!tufqqfe!ufssbdft!boe!dpscfmjoh!

xfsf!nptumz!psuiphpobm/!B!qspusbdufe!qvcmjd!sfwjfx!fotvfe-!xjui!esbxjoht!boe!b!dmbz!npefm!ejtqmbzfe!
jo!b!epxoupxo!tupsfgspou/!Tfwfsbm!ivoesfe!djuj{fot!btlfe!rvftujpot!boe!p�fsfe!pqjojpot!evsjoh!
npsf!uibo!b!ep{fo!upxo!nffujoht!boe!Djuz!Dpvodjm!tfttjpot/!Gpmmpxjoh!uif!fyibvtujwfmz!jodmvtjwf!
qspdftt!Ñ!xijdi!mfe!Qsfepdl!up!pctfswf!uibu!Bvtujo!xbt!Óufsnjobmmz!efnpdsbujdÔ!Ñ!uif!bsdijufdu!nbef!
tjhojßdbou!dibohft!up!ijt!eftjho/!Qijm!Sffe-!BJB-!Dpufsb,SffeÖt!qspkfdu!qsjodjqbm-!dpoufoet!uibu!uif!
qvcmjdÖt!dpnnfout!xfsf!bu!peet!xjui!uif!qvsjuz!pg!QsfepdlÖt!jojujbm!dpodfqu-!cvu!vmujnbufmz!sftvmufe!
jo!jut!fwpmvujpo!gspn!b!tubujd-!tfmg.dpoubjofe!cvjmejoh!joup!b!npsf!ezobnjd!dpnqptjujpo/!

P R O J E C T  Austin City Hall, Austin 

C L I E N T  City of Austin 

A R C H I T E C T  Antoine Predock Architect with Cotera+Reed Architects 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Predock Architects: Antoine Predock, FAIA; Paul Fehlau, 

AIA; Geoff Beebe, AIA; Treveston Elliott; Sam Sterling, AIA; and  

Cotera+Reed: Juan Cotera, AIA; Phillip Reed, AIA; Art Arredondo, 

AIA; Deb Ebersole; Alex Fluker; Matt Catterall

C O N T R A C T O R  Hensel Phelps Construction Co. 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Datum Engineers and PE Structural Consultants 

(structural); Urban Design Group (civil); ACR Engineering (MEP); 

Parking Planners (parking); McKinney/Kelley Joint Venture Land-

scape Architects (landscape); Propp + Guerin (signage/graphics); 

Archillume Lighting Design (lighting); Lauckgroup-i (interiors); 

Solar Design Associates (photovoltaic); Datacom Design Group 

(telecom); Waterscape Consultants (waterscape); Kroll Schiff & 

Associates (security)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Atelier Wong Photography
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(opposite page) Cantilevered out 50 feet on Austin City 

Hall’s north side, the copper-clad “stinger” canopy 

draws attention toward the Second Street entrance. 

(above) The southside plaza comprises a multitude of 

features, including an amphitheater shielded by photo-

voltaic panels and planters framed with large stones. 

(inset) At the plaza’s far southwest corner – out of 

view in the larger image – is a public art component 

with semicircular seating.
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(above) As seen from the fourth floor, this view looking 

south toward Town Lake highlights the lobby’s copper 

ceiling and interior walls. (right) From a ground-level 

perspective looking north, the canyon-like lobby 

tapers toward the Second Street entrance. 

R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS: Pavestone, Wausau Terra-Pavers; RETAINING 

WALLS /LEUDERS LIMESTONE: Mezger Roughback Enterprises; PRECAST 

ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: Redondo Manufacturing; UNIT MASONRY WALL 

ASSEMBLIES : Featherlite; ARCHITECTURAL WOOKWORK : Millwork Veneer 

(Pecan), Millwork Substrate (Woodstalk); LAMINATES: Formica; WATER-

PROOFING AND DAMPPROOFING: Sonneborn; WATER REPELLANTS: Chem-trete 

(stone sealer); Xypex (at water feature); BUILDING INSULATION: Atlas, 

Owens Corning; ROOF AND DECK INSULATION: Certainteed; VAPOR RETARDERS: 

Grace; METAL ROOFING: Hussey Copper; METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: Amweld; 

WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: Marshfield Door Systems (Wood 

Doors); SPECIALTY DOORS: Industrial Overhead Door Co.; ENTRANCES AND 

STOREFRONTS: Horton (Automatic Doors), Kawneer (Aluminum Store-

front), Clearline (Operable Windows); UNIT SKYLIGHTS: Supersky; GLASS: 

Viracon; GLAZED CURTAINWALL: Kawneer; TILE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: 

Armstrong; METAL CEILINGS: Hunter Douglas; WOOD CEILINGS: Rulon; PAINTS: 

ICI Dulux; SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS: Saint Gobain
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Lawrence Connolly, AIA, is a TA contributing editor and principal of Connolly Architects in Austin.
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Austin’s IPO: A New City Hall

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 MAIN LOBBY
 2 CAFÉ
 3 BOARD AND COMMISSION 
  ROOM
 4 LOWER LOBBY
 5 STAGE
 6 STAIR TO GARAGE
 7 WATER FEATURE
 8 COUNCIL CHAMBERS
 9 CITY STORE
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Continued on page 28



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T28

C
o
n
g
r
e
s
s
 A

v
e
n
u
e

B
r
a
z
o
s
 S

t
r
e
e
t

C
o
lo

r
a
d
o
 S

t
r
e
e
t

C
o
lo

r
a
d
o
 S

t
r
e
e
t

L
a
v
a
c
a
 S

t
r
e
e
t

S
o
u
t
h
 1

s
t
 S

t
r
e
e
t

G
u
a
d
a
lu

p
e
 S

t
r
e
e
t

S
a
n
 A

n
t
o
n
io

 S
t
r
e
e
t

N
u
e
c
e
s
 S

t
r
e
e
t

R
io

 G
r
a
n
d
e
 S

t
r
e
e
t

Cesar Chavez Street

W. 2nd Street

W. 3rd Street

W. 4th Street

W. 5th Street

W. 6th Street

W. 7th St.

W. 8th Street

W. 9th Street

W. 10th Street

W. 11th Street

W. 12th Street

W. 13th Street

Town Lake

State 

Capitol

City

Hall

3 / 4  2 0 0 5

gpvs.tupsz!tusvduvsft!uibu!opx!àbol!uif!Djuz!
Ibmm/!)Tff!ÓIjhi.Ufdi!DmpjtufsÔ!jo!Opw0Efd!3113!
UB/*!Uiptf!fodvncsbodft-!jodmvejoh!sftusjd.
ujpot!sfhbsejoh!tdbmf!boe!nbufsjbmt-! gpsdfe!
djuz!p�djbmt!up!jotjtu!uibu!uif!Djuz!Ibmm!eftjho!
fyqsftt!jutfmg!jo!wjtvbm!ufsnt!uibu!bsf!tvctfswj.
fou!up!jut!dpoufyu/!Uijt!sfqsftfout!b!esbnbujd!
efqbsuvsf!gspn!dpnqbsbcmf!Ufybt!bsdifuzqft-!
xijdi!gbduvbmmz!boe!ßhvsbujwfmz!sjtf!bcpwf!uifjs!
dpoufyu-!wjtvbmmz!bttfsu!uifntfmwft-!boe!dpn.
nboe!uif!qvcmjd!epnbjo/!!
Tvdi!bsdifuzqbm!epnjobodf!jt!sfbejmz!bqqbs.

fou! jo!ijtupsjd!qipuphsbqit!pg! dpvsuipvtf!
trvbsft!uispvhipvu!Ufybt-!xifsf!b!cspbe!hspvoe!
qmbof!tusfudift!gspn!dpvsuipvtf!up!tupsfgspou/!Jo!
cfuxffo-!bt!uif!qipuphsbqit!pgufo!jmmvtusbuf-!uif!
tibsfe!tusffu!boe!qmb{b!tqbdf!)qvcmjd!epnbjo*!jt!
ßmmfe!xjui!b!njyuvsf!pg!qfpqmf-!xbhpot-!wfijdmft-!
boe!gbsn!qspevdut-!bmm!bojnbufe!cz!fdpopnjd!
fydibohf/!Pwfs!ujnf-!uif!epnjobodf!pg!bvup.
npcjmft!boe!uif!fotvjoh!eftjsf!up!npsf!dmfbsmz!
efnbsl!qbuixbzt!gps!qfpqmf!bqbsu!gspn!qbuixbzt!
gps!dbst!boe!usvdlt!ibt!mfe!up!tfwfsf!tvcejwj.
tjpo!pg!uibu!gpsnfsmz!joufsbdujwf!hspvoe!qmbof/!
Dbtvbm!tqbdf-!xijdi!qspwjefe!b!qpjou!pg!dpoàv.
fodf!gps!qfpqmf-!wfijdmft-!boe!dpnnfsdjbm!mjgf-!
fwfouvbmmz!hbwf!xbz!up!b!tfsjft!pg!ejsfdufe!tqbdft!
jo!uif!gpsn!pg!tjefxbmlt-!tusffut-!boe!efßofe!
qmb{bt/!Jo!uif!dbtf!pg!uif!Bvtujo!Djuz!Ibmm-!uijt!
tfhsfhbujpo!qmbdft!beejujpobm!dpotusbjout!vqpo!
BvtujoÖt!bcjmjuz!up!nffu!uif!hsfbu!dibmmfohf!jut!
hpbmt!efßof!cfdbvtf!uif!qvcmjd!epnbjo!bttpdj.

bufe!xjui!uijt!tusvduvsf!jt!dpoßofe!xjuijo!uif!
mfhbm!qspqfsuz!mjoft!pg!jut!tjuf/!Qvcmjd!tusvduvsft!
bsf!vojrvf!jo!uibu!uifz!dbo!cmfoe!xjui!uif!qvcmjd!
sjhiu.pg.xbz!boe!uifsfcz!csjoh!uif!gbcsjd!pg!
uif!djuz!joup!uifjs!pscju/!Eftqjuf!uif!tfwfsjuz!
pg!efmjofbufe!qbuixbzt-!uif!Bvtujo!Djuz!Ibmm!
ibt!nbef!tpnf!tqvolz!buufnqut!up!cmvs!uiftf!
efnbsdbujpot/!Nptu!opubcmf!jt!uif!Ótujohfs-Ô!b!
qspusvejoh!boe!tibsqmz!qpjoufe!sppg!pwfs!pof!
pg!uif!Djuz!IbmmÖt!tfwfsbm!cbmdpojft!uibu!sfbdift!
bdsptt!uif!tjefxbml!po!uif!Tfdpoe!Tusffu!tjef!
boe!pvu!pwfs!b!qpsujpo!pg!uif!tusffu!jutfmg/!Uiftf!
boe!puifs!dboujmfwfsfe!qspkfdujpot!cfhjo!up!
efgz!uif!dpoubjojoh!)boe!jowjtjcmf*!qspqfsuz!
mjof/!Bmtp!jnqpsubou!bsf!bohmfe!hspvoe.àpps!
xbmmt-!xijdi!qvmm!bxbz!gspn!uif!tusffu!boe!jo!tp!
epjoh!dsfbuf!xjefofe!tjefxbml!tqbdft!fyufoe.
joh!pwfs!uif!qspqfsuz!mjof/!Eftjho!jojujbujwft!
tvdi!bt!uiftf!cfhjo!up!csfbl!epxo!uif!tfwfsjuz!
pg!qbuixbz!efßojujpot!cvu!uif!Djuz!pg!BvtujoÖt!
eftjsf!up!hjwf!hsfbufs!bsujdvmbujpo!up!uif!tusffu!
cz!bo!psefsmz!sfqfujujpo!pg!tusffu!usfft!dsfbuft!
b!ibsti!wjtvbm!efmjofbujpo!uibu!dpousbejdut!uif!
cvjmejohÖt!f�psut!up!tpgufo!ju/!Uijt!dpousbejdujpo!
jt!opu!cfofßdjbm!up!fjuifs!tusffu!ps!qmb{b!boe!dsf.
buft!dpogvtjpo!bt!up!uif!Djuz!IbmmÖt!qmbdf!jo!uif!
qvcmjd!epnbjo/!
Gspn!uif!pvutfu-!BvtujoÖt!bqqspbdi!up!dsf.

bujpo!pg!b!Tfdpoe!Tusffu!Ejtusjdu!xbt!eftujofe!
up!csjoh!pqqptjoh!qvcmjd!wjtjpot!joup!dpoàjdu/!
Ju!bqqfbst!uibu!Djuz!Ibmm!xbt!dpodfjwfe!bt!bo!
fdpopnjd!efwfmpqnfou!uppm!up!foibodf0buusbdu!

qsjwbuf!jowftunfou/!Gps!uijt!sfbtpo-!dpodfttjpot!
xfsf!nbef!up!nbyjnj{f!uif!qsjwbuf!efwfmpq.
nfou!fowfmpqf-!boe!jo!tp!epjoh!njojnj{fe!uif!
qvcmjd!epnbjo!bwbjmbcmf!up!Djuz!IbmmÖt!joàvfodf/!
Xifo!uif!Tfdpoe!Tusffu!Ejtusjdu!jt!cvjmu!pvu-!
Djuz!Ibmm!xjmm!cf!b!qvcmjd!jtmboe!tvsspvoefe!cz!
qsjwbuf!p�df-!sfubjm-!boe!sftjefoujbm!efwfmpq.
nfou!uibu!tfqbsbuft!uif!wfsz!tzncpm!pg!BvtujoÖt!
Ótqjsju!boe!tubuvsfÔ!gspn!puifs!qvcmjd!bttfut!
boe!)npsf!jnqpsuboumz*!qsfwfout!gvuvsf!qpt.
tjcjmjujft!up!bhhsfhbuf!uiptf!qvcmjd!bttfut!joup!b!
qvcmjd!ejtusjdu/!Vtf!pg!qvcmjd!gbdjmjujft!up!buusbdu!
qsjwbuf!jowftunfou!ps!vtf!pg!qsjwbuf!jowftunfou!
up!jnqmfnfou!dpotusvdujpo!pg!qvcmjd!gbdjmjujft!
pgufo! mfbet! up!ejtqfstjpo!pg! uiptf! gbdjmjujft!
boe!gsbhnfoubujpo!pg!uif!qvcmjd!epnbjo/!Uijt!
jt!npsf!pgufo!b!tvcvscbo!bqqspbdi-!xifsf!uif!
qsfttvsft!pg!sbqje!hspxui!bsf!pwfsxifmnjoh!uif!
pmefs!dpnnvojuz!gbcsjd/!Ipxfwfs-!Bvtujo!jt!gbs!
gspn!cfjoh!b!tvcvsc-!jut!bo!vscbo0pmefs!djuz!)cz!
Ufybt!tuboebset*-!boe!jt!uif!tubuf!dbqjubm/!Tvsfmz-!
uif!qmbo!gps!qvcmjd!gbdjmjujft!tipvme!fowjtjpo!
b!tjhojßdbou!qvcmjd!ejtusjdu-!xijdi!csjoht!uif!
djuz!hpwfsonfouÖt!benjojtusbujwf-!tfswjdf-!boe!
dvmuvsbm!jefoujujft!uphfuifs!jo!bo!jefoujßbcmf!
bsfb!uibu!buusbdut!boe!tibqft!qsjwbuf!efwfmpq.
nfou!xjuijo!jut!tqifsf!pg!joàvfodf/
Tjhojgjdbou! jo! uif!wjtjpo!pg!BvtujoÖt!Djuz!

Ibmm!jt!dsfbujpo!pg!b!qvcmjd!qmb{b!po!uif!Dpmp.
sbep!Sjwfs0Upxo!Mblf!gspoubhf/!Uif!eftjsf!up!
fyqboe!qvcmjd!tqbdf!joup!uif!Upxo!Mblf!Qbsl!jt!
bo!jojujbujwf!cpso!pg!joufou!up!csfbl!gsff!pg!uif!

N

IL
LU

ST
RA

TI
ON

 B
Y 

LA
YN

E 
LU

ND
ST

RÖ
M



T E X A S  A R C H I T E C T

dpotusbjojoh!tusffu!cbssjfst!uibu!fodjsdmf!uijt!
tjuf/!Ipxfwfs-!uif!gpvs.mbof!Dftbs!Dibwf{!Tusffu!
Ñ!b!cspbe!bsufsjbm!dpoofdujoh!bmm!opsui0tpvui!
tusffut!uibu!ufsnjobuf!bu!uif!mblfÖt!opsui!tipsf!
Ñ!dsfbuft!bo!bmnptu!jotvsnpvoubcmf!pctubdmf!up!
qfeftusjbot!buufnqujoh!up!dsptt!gspn!uif!qmb{b!
up!uif!qbsl!cfdbvtf!bvupnpcjmf!usb�d!àpxjoh!
up!boe!gspn!uif!Gjstu!Tusffu!Csjehf!jt!gpsdfe!
up!nblf!dpnqmjdbufe! uvsojoh!nbofvwfst!bu!
Dftbs!Dibwf{-!xijdi!bggpse! mjuumf!efgfsfodf!
up!qfeftusjbot/!Sftvmujoh!usb�d!wpmvnft!boe!
dpnqmfy!nbofvwfst!pomz!bnqmjgz!uif!cbssjfsÖt!
ofbs!jnqfofusbcjmjuz/!Dpotfrvfoumz-!uif!qmb{b!
jt!ifme!bqbsu!gspn!uif!qbsl!boe!uif!hsboeoftt!
pg!uijt!jefb!jt!sfevdfe!up!b!tzncpmjd!dpoofdujpo!
fyqsfttfe!jo!bsdijufduvsbm!nfubqipst/!
Uif!qmb{b!àpps!àpxt!gspn!Djuz!IbmmÖt!joufsjps!

busjvn-!jo!xijdi!tibsq!boe!kvuujoh!qspusvtjpot!
boe!bohmfe!xbmmt!sfqmjdbuf!uif!voefsdvuujoh!
bdujpo!pg!xbufs!jo!b!dbozpo/!Dpnqsfifotjpo!pg!
uijt!bsdijufduvsbm!usbotmbujpo!sfrvjsft!mboe.
tdbqf!cfet!up!efmjofbuf!bo!jnqpsubou!ÓàpxjohÔ!
tibqf/!Dpotfrvfoumz-!uif!qpufoujbm!hbuifsjoh!
gvodujpo!pg!uijt!qvcmjd!qmb{b!jt!mjnjufe!cz!hspvoe!
tqbdf!hjwfo!pwfs!up!mboetdbqf!cfet/!Jo!beejujpo-!
tqbdf!jt!dfefe!up!sboepn!qmbdfnfou!pg!cpvmefst!
jo!uijt!nfubqipsjdbm!bsspzp-!bt!xfmm!bt!b!tqjsbmjoh!
svoofm!uibu!tzncpmjdbmmz!sfuvsot!xbufs!up!uif!
Dpmpsbep!Sjwfs/!Uijt!offe!up!nblf!dpnqsf.
ifotjcmf!dpoofdujpot!up!uif!sjwfs!vmujnbufmz!
gsbhnfout!uif!npovnfoubmjuz!pg!uif!qmb{b!àpps!
boe!jut!vtfgvmoftt!bt!b!djwjd!dfoufs/!

Gvsuifs!gsbhnfoubujpo!sftvmut!gspn!wbsjpvt!
f�psut!up!nblf!uif!qmb{b!npsf!Ótpdjbm/Ô!Uiftf!
fggpsut! jodmvef!b! tnbmm! tjuujoh!bsfb!boe!bo!
bnqijuifbufs/!Cpui!bsf!vosfmbufe!up!uif!bcpwf.
eftdsjcfe!nfubqipsjdbm!wjtjpo!boe!efusbdu!gspn!
jut!dmfbs!fyqsfttjpo/!Uif!tjuujoh!hspvq!)b!qvcmjd!
bsu!dpnqpofou!mpdbufe!jo!uif!qmb{bÖt!tpvuixftu!
dpsofs*!jt!djsdvmbs;!b!tibqf!uibu!tfqbsbuft!jutfmg!
gspn!puifs!qmb{b!mjgf<!b!tibqf!uibu!jt!npsf!efgfo.
tjwf!uibo!fohbhjoh<!boe!b!tibqf!uibu!jt!joufoefe!
up!bddpnnpebuf!bdujwjuz!tfqbsbuf!boe!bqbsu!gspn!
bmm!fmtf!bspvoe!ju/!Xjui!bmm!uif!wjtvbm!sjdioftt!
pg!uijt!tfuujoh-!uif!tjuujoh!
hspvq!ibt!cffo!dpoßhvsfe!
up!uvso!joxbse!boe!gpdvt!po!
b!mjwf!pbl!tbqmjoh!uibu!tujdlt!
pvu!pg!b!djsdvmbs!qmboujoh!
cfe!nfbtvsjoh!cbsfmz!npsf!
uibo!gpvs!gffu!bdsptt/!Uif!
bnqijuifbufs!bttfsut!jutfmg!
joup! uif!ÓobuvsbmÔ!nfub.
qips!pg!uif!Djuz!Ibmm!qmb{b!
bt!b!ibsti!sfdubohvmbs!gpsn!
efgjofe!cz! uxp! g mboljoh!
sfubjojoh!xbmmt/
!Bcboepojoh!uif!bsdif.

uzqbm!dpodbwf!dpogjhvsb.
ujpo!uibu!wjtvbmmz!tvhhftut!
bttfncmz-!uijt!bnqijuif.
bufs!ibt!ublfo!uif!tibqf!pg!

293 / 4  2 0 0 5

(opposite page) The map illustrates Austin City Hall’s 

location within the Second Street District, a mixed-use 

sector now being developed at the southern edge of 

downtown, and its site relative to the Texas State 

Capitol. Despite several gestures to metaphorically 

connect City Hall to Town Lake, the building and plaza 

are physically isolated from the lakefront and its hike-

and-bike trail. (above) Busy automotive traffic along 

the east side further diminishes easy public access. 

(below) The confluence of Cesar Chavez Street with 

north/south streets impedes pedestrians wishing to 

cross over to Town Lake Park.

“Austin’s IPO” continued on page 57
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‘Golden Age’ Revival
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‘Golden Age’ Revival

Neglect and insensitive renovations over the past 

century took their toll on many of the state’s historic 

courthouses, but some of the landmarks have recently 

undergone rejuvenating transformations. Crowned 

anew after 50 years without a clock tower, the 1894 

Goliad County Courthouse (opposite page) has been 

returned to its Second Empire Style glory. In Paris, 

architects are restoring Classical Revival elements 

(left) added in 1917 to the remnants of the original 

1896 courthouse. Quaint Romanesque Revival features 

(above) once again charm the residents of Clarendon 

and visitors to the 1894 Donley County Courthouse.
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Ingrid Spencer is a freelance writer based in Austin.
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Architects tracked down tile from the original floor 

that was salvaged during a 1964 remodel. After a 

half-century without its Second Empire Style clock 

tower and cupolas, the Goliad County Courthouse 

was recrowned and rededicated two years ago.

Goliad County Courthouse 

P R O J E C T  Goliad County Courthouse, Goliad 

C L I E N T  Goliad County 

A R C H I T E C T  TWC Architects 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Kim A. Williams, AIA; Jason Jennings; John Davidson; 

Robert Williams; S. Patrick Sparks, PE 

C O N T R A C T O R  J.T. Michel

C O N S U L T A N T S  Tom Green and Co. Engineers; Sparks Engineering

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Jason Jennings; LaBahia Photography 

R E S O U R C E S  RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS : Julius Blum & Co; ARCHITECTURAL 

METAL WORK: Garces Metal Specialties; PRESSED METAL CEILING COMPONENTS/

METAL CEILINGS: W.F. Norman; LAMINATES: Wilsonart; SOLID POLYMER FABRI-

CATIONS: DuPont Corian; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK (MILLWORK): Wampler 

Manufacturing; CASEWORK: Nick’s Custom Woodworking; SHINGLES: 

North Country Slate; MEMBRANE ROOFING: Sarnafil; METAL ROOFING (UNDER-

LAYMENT): Tamko Waterproofing; FINISH HARDWARE: Cirecast; DECORATIVE 

QUARRY TILE: Tile Source; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: National Gypsum; CERAMIC 

TILE: Daltile; RESILIENT FLOORING (LINOLEUM) : Forbo Industries; PAINTS: 

Sherwin-Williams.; HIGH-PERFORMANCE COATINGS : Imron by DuPont; 

LETTERS AND PLAQUES: Southwell Company; CLOCKTOWER ASSEMBLY: Munns 

Manufacturing
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Known as the “Jewel of the Plains,” the 

1894 Donley County Courthouse recently 

regained its ornate Romanesque Revival 

profile. A severe storm in 1937 destroyed the 

upper level and dormers, and layers of paint 

obscured the original woodwork for decades.    
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Donley County Courthouse 

“Revival” continued on page 59

P R O J E C T  Donley County Courthouse, Clarendon 

C L I E N T  Donley County

A R C H I T E C T  Volz & Associates 

D E S I G N  T E A M     John R. Volz, AIA ; Chris Hutson; Jaster-Quintanilla & 

Associates, Inc.; David Gauthier, PE; John Raff, PE; Parkhill, Smith, 

& Cooper, Inc.; Troy Swinney, PE; Kenneth Johnson, PE

C O N T R A C T O R  Phoenix I Restoration and Construction 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Jaster-Quintanilla, San Antonio (structural); Parkhill, 

Smith, & Cooper (MEP)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Volz & Associates

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE STAIN: L.M. Scofield; MASONRY UNITS: Featherlite;  

CAST STONE: United Cast Stone; MASONRY VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Acme; MASONRY 

RESTORATION AND CLEANING: Prosoco; STONE PATCHING MATERIALS: Cathedral 

Stone Products; RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS: Julius Blum; GLUE-LAMINATED 

TIMBER: Georgia Pacific; WOOD RESTORATION : Abatron; WATERPROOFING 

AND DAMPPROOFING: Tamko Roofing Products; SHINGLES: Berridge; PRE-

FABRICATED ROOF SPECIALTIES (FINIALS) : Copper Craft; FIRESTOPPING: Grace 

Construction Products; ACCESS DOORS AND PANELS: Acudor Products; 

GLASS: Oldcastle Glass; METAL CEILINGS: W.F. Norman; PLASTER: National 

Gypsum; PAINTS: Sherwin-Williams; HIGH PERFORMANCE COATINGS: Tnemec; 

LETTER AND PLAQUES: Southwell Sign Co.; BULLET-RESISTANT PROTECTION: 

Waco Composites
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(opposite page) Seen here from Trinity River Park, 

Pier 1 Place is in the vanguard of new construction in 

the downtown area since a tornado ripped through in 

2000. (above) The building’s illuminated crown and 

sides punctuate Fort Worth’s evening skyline; photo by 

Michael Lyon. 

P R O J E C T  Pier 1 Place, Fort Worth

C L I E N T  Pier 1 Imports

A R C H I T E C T  Duda/Paine Architects with Kendall/Heaton Associates 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Duda/Paine: Turan Duda, AIA; Jeffrey Paine, AIA; 

Philip Lozier; Sanjeev Patel; and Kendall/Heaton: Patrick Ankney, 

AIA; Vincent Nguyen, AIA; Ethan Lacombe

C O N T R A C T O R  Manhattan Construction Company/Thos. S. Byrne 

Joint Venture

I N T E R I O R S  C O N T R A C T O R  James R. Thompson 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Gensler (interior); Talley Associates (landscape); 

Brockette-Davis-Drake (structural); James Johnston & Associates 

(MEP); Cline Bettridge Bernstein Lighting Design (lighting); Dun-

away Associates (civil); Curtain Wall Design & Consulting; Baker 

Robbins & Company (technology); Pelton Marsh Kinsella (acoustics 

and audio/visual); Gideon Toal (urban planning); Waddill Group 

(programming and planning)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Pier 1 Imports; Michael Lyon (where noted)
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(clockwise from top right) The café offers indoor and 

outdoor seating, with views toward the Trinity River 

and Fort Worth’s cultural district. The glass skin 

continues beyond the last occupied floor to screen 

rooftop mechanical systems. Abundant glass provides 

perimeter offices with stunning panoramas.
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SITE PLAN
 1 OFFICE TOWER
 2 PARKING GARAGE
 3 SURFACE PARKING
 4 GARDENS
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Frank Jacobus, AIA, practices with Nader Design Group in Fort Worth.

R E S O U R C E S  UNIT PAVERS : Wausau; PRECAST ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE: 

Hanson Concrete (Southern Star); INTERIOR STONE (FLOOR AND WALLS) : 

Henraux; SITE LIMESTONE: Leander South Texas Stone; METAL DECKING: 

Vulcraft, SMI; ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK/METAL FRAMES: Baker Metal 

Products; SPECIAL CEILING SURFACES: Viracon, Baker Metal Products;  

WATERPROOFING AND DAMPPROOFING: Polyguard; ROOF AND DECK INSULATION/

MEMBRANE ROOFING: Firestone; ROOF PAVERS AND BALLAST MATERIALS: Pave-

stone; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS: Baker Metal Products; STRUCTURAL 

GLAZED CURTAINWALL: Curtain Wall Design & Consulting, Inc., Baker 

Metal Products; GLASS: Viracon; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: Armstrong; METAL 

CEILINGS: Ceilings Plus; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: ASI-Architectural Sign; 

WIDE-SPAN STRETCHED FABRIC ACOUSTICAL TREATMENT (CEILINGS) : AEC; AEC 

FABRIC SYSTEM (WALLS) : AEC
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Vibrant Living
b y  E D  S O L T E R O ,  A I A
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P R O J E C T  Bienvivir Senior Health Services, El Paso 

C L I E N T  Bienvivir Senior Health Services 

A R C H I T E C T  McCormick Architecture

D E S I G N  T E A M  Edward E. McCormick, AIA; Karl Kraus, AIA; Patrick 

Smith; Jorge Acosta, Assoc. AIA ; Ashis Patel; Marilyn Del Rio, 

Assoc. AIA

C O N T R A C T O R  C.F. Jordan 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Conde (civil); Henry K. Ng & Associates (structural); 

R.B.M. Engineers (MEP); Accent Landscaping & Sprinklers 

(landscape)

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Fred Golden
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(opposite page) Abstract forms and a lively color 

palette minimize the facility’s ‘institutional’ 

appearance. (above) Building masses respond to 

rugged mountainous terrain. 
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A contributing editor of Texas Architect, Ed Soltero, AIA, practices with Dimensions Architects International in El Paso.

THRID FLOOR PLAN
 1 LOBBY
 2 SPECIAL CARE UNIT
 3 ALZHEIMER’S SUITES
 4 ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 
  OFFICE
 5 LOUNGE
 6 OUTDOOR TERRACE
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R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT/FLEXIBLE PAVEMENT COATING AND MICROSUR-

FACING/POROUS PAVING/RETAINING WALLS/CONCRETE MATERIALS/CEMENTITIOUS 

DECKS/STONE : Jobe Concrete Products; FOUNTAINS, POOLS, AND WATER 

DISPLAYS: McArch Construction; FENCES, GATES, AND HARDWARE: Modern 

Iron Works; GRANITE: Trinity Marble; METAL MATERIALS/METAL DECKING: 

Roberts Steel; ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK/RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS: Modern 

Iron Works; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK /LAMINATES: Classic Millwork & 

Products; WATERPROOFING AND DAMPPROOFING/WATER REPELLANTS: Polyguard 

Products; MEMBRANE ROOFING: GAF; METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: Steel Craft 

Manufacturing; WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: Haley Bros. and 

Mohawk Flush; ACCESS DOORS AND PANELS: Thermacore Door System; 

ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS/GLASS/GLAZED CURTAINWALL/STRUCTURAL GLASS 

CURTAINWALL: Kawneer; METAL WINDOWS: Custom Window Company; 

DECORATIVE GLAZING: Colors on Glass; TILE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS: 

Armstrong; LAMINATE FLOORING: Amtico; SIGNAGE AND GRAPHICS: Seaton; 

GLAZED STRUCTURES: Kalwall
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(left) The sound of cascading water is integral to the 

arrival experience. (below) Springlike hues in the 

Primavera multipurpose room help to enliven daily 

activities. (bottom) On the second level, the corporate 

meeting room embraces an eastern vista. 

(inset) The Mexican elder tree in Bienvivir’s logo sym-

bolizes the center’s goal to maintain the ‘evergreen’ 

spirit of its clientele.
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(opposite page) Sensitively sited and landscaped 

along busy Fredericksburg Road, the animal shelter 

presents a welcoming face to potential pet owners. 

(left) The courtyard is the facility’s physical and 

psychological center; photo by Bob Wickley. (above) 

Freedom of movement in the cat condos reduces stress 

on the animals.
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P R O J E C T  Humane Society/SPCA of Bexar County, San Antonio

C L I E N T  Humane Society/SPCA

A R C H I T E C T  Alamo Architects 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Billy A. Lawrence, AIA; Ariel Chavela; Jason Scott; 

Jason A. Hyatt

C O N T R A C T O R  Metropolitan Contracting Company, Ltd.  

C O N S U L T A N T S  Fisher Engineering, Inc. (civil); WSC Structural Engi-

neers, Inc. (structrual); Tom Green & Co., Engineers, Inc. (MEP); 

Connolly Architects (shelter consultant); John Meister Landscape 

Arch. (landscape); Cochrane & Associates (fire proection)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Paul Bardagjy; Bob Wickley (where noted)
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(above) Large expanses of glazing in the main building 

provide extensive daylighting, reducing the facility’s 

energy costs; photo by Bob Wickley. (inset) Materials 

inside the kennels were selected for their ability to 

stand up to the demands of regular cleanings. Each 

building has its own ventilation system to help reduce 

the spread of disease and cross-contamination.
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SITE PLAN
 1 EDUCATION BUILDING 
 2 CANINE ADOPTION
 3 FELINE ADOPTION
 4 ADOPTION LOBBY AND  
  ADMINISTRATION
 5 RECEIVING LOBBY, CLINIC,   
  AND BACK OF HOUSE

1

N

4

3
2

5
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Canan Yetmen is the principal of CYMK Group, an architectural marketing firm based in Austin.
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2

2

R E S O U R C E S  STRUCTURAL GLAZED FACING TILE: Elgin-Butler; SPLIT-FACE 

CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS : Southwest Concrete; METAL ROOF AND WALL 

PANELS/SIDING: Petersen Aluminum; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS/ METAL WIN-

DOWS/GLAZED CURTAINWALL: YKK; TILE: Daltile; GROUT: Laticrete; ACOUSTICAL 

CEILINGS: USG ; FLUID APPLIED FLOORING: Euclid (Resinous Flooring); PAINTS 

AND PERFORMANCE COATINGS:  Sherwin-Williams; RESILIENT TILE: Allstate; 

TOILET AND BATH ACCESSORIES: Bobrick
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the power of architecture

L A S V E G A S 2 0 0 5

Register online at www.aia.org

» Satisfy your membership education requirements — in one
place in just four days.

» Choose from more than 130 continuing education programs,
over 45 tours of Las Vegas, and 20 distinct workshops.

» Visit more than 800 exhibitors showcasing leading-edge 
products, services, and technologies at Expo2005.

» Register before April 15, 2005, and get a substantial discount
on the registration fee.

A I A 2005 N AT I O N A L C O N V E N T I O N A N D D E S I G N E X P O S I T I O N

May 19 –21, 2005 — Mandalay Bay Convention Center

AIA05_7.875x4.75AD.qxd  11/30/04  1:38 PM  Page 1

P. O.  Box 1553 Lampasas, Texas 76550

(254) 547-8207
mezger.com   email: wayne@mezger.com

Proud to be selected as the 
limestone fabricator for the new 

Austin City Hall. 

Roughback Limestone



Please visit us on the internet: www.acmebrick.com
or check the phone directory to contact your 

local Acme Brick Company sales office. 
Or please call 1-800-792-1234.

Welcome home to our range

“For this design, we found brick to be the perfect 
material to help us capture the spirit of the 
nearby Palo Duro Canyon. Acme Brick 
provided the large palette necessary to create 
the subtle striations and sculptural qualities.”
—Elizabeth Chu Richter, AIA, Richter Architects

Texas Travel Information Center, Amarillo  
Owner: Texas Department of Transportation   
Architect: Richter Architects, Corpus Christi   
General Contractor: Plains Builders, Inc., Amarillo   
Masonry Contractor: Broadus Masonry, Inc., Amarillo
Photographers: Craig Blackmon, AIA, BlackInk; David Richter, FAIA (snow)

The multicolored layers of Palo Duro Canyon 
enliven the open range of Texas. Striations in 
the canyon walls inspired the design of a nearby 
visitors’ center. Here, vibrant masonry hues 
recall a familiar feature of the state’s landscape: 
the distinctive colors of Acme Brick. Texans have 
built with Acme more than with any other brick, 
since 1891. Today, more than ever, selecting Acme 
means coming home to trusted quality and style. 

Winner, 2003 Brick in Architecture Award

047.indd   1047.indd   1 2/7/05   11:31:49 AM2/7/05   11:31:49 AM
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TEXAS ARCHITECT AD FOR 
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ANNUAL

CONFERENCE 2005

SIZE: 7.875 X 4.75

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

2005 ANNUAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONFERENCE
April 14–16, 2005 � Austin, Capitol Marriott

Texas Tapestry — Weaving Cultural Threads
We invite you to share in the cultural heritage 

and diversity of Texas, network with other 
professionals and sharpen your skills. 

Sponsored by the Texas Historical Commission 
in association with Preservation Texas 

and the Texas Historical Foundation.

For more information or to receive a brochure, 
please contact the Texas Historical Commission 
at 512/463-6255 or visit
www.thc.state.tx.us.

www.thc.state.tx.us
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In 2000 Lee College hired Kirksey to design two new 

landmark structures, the 75,000-sf Advanced Technology 

Center (ATC) and the 43,000-sf Sports & Wellness Arena, 

and renovate an existing 34,000-sf gymnasium/natatorium 

facility. Completed in January 2003, the ATC devotes 

50,000-sf to classroom and lecture space for computer 

technology, business technology, health information, 

and continuing education programs, while dedicating 

the remaining 25,000-sf to a state-of-the-art library. The 

completed Sports and Wellness Center Complex provides a 

1,500- seat arena, basketball/volleyball courts, racquetball 

courts, wellness center, free-weight training center, locker 

rooms, classrooms, VIP lounge, and office space for the 

P O R T F O L I O : L I B R A R I E S

P R O J E C T  Lee College Library and Technology Center, Baytown 

C L I E N T  Lee College 

A R C H I T E C T  Kirksey

C O N T R A C T O R  Satterfield & Pontikes 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Busch Hutchinson and Associates (civil); SWA (land-

scape); Haynes Whaley (structural); CHPA (mechanical, electrical, 

& plumbing); OTM Engineering (technology) 

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Aker/Zvonkovic Photography 

N

athletic department. In addition, Kirksey developed a 

campus beautification plan that provided a central plant and 

redirected vehicular circulation to the campus’s perimeter, 

returning green space and pedestrian areas to the interior. 

Conspicuous utilities and infrastructure – remnants of hasty 

add-ons reflecting Lee’s surroundings – were concealed 

with covered breezeways and foliage. By incorporating 

elements from existing buildings, such as brick veneer 

and cast stone accents, Kirksey returned the campus to its 

original 1950s modern architecture.     

J E N N I F E R  M A G I D S

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT/CONCRETE MATERIALS: Hanson Concrete 

(Southern Star); PLANTING ACCESSORIES: Wausau Tile; CAST STONE: Stone 

Castle Industries; MASONRY VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Athens Brick; METAL DECK-

ING: Vulcraft; RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS: United Structures of America; ROOF 

AND DECK INSULATION/MEMBRANE ROOFING: Koppers Industries; METAL DOORS 

AND FRAMES: Ceco Door Products; WOOD AND PLASTIC DOORS AND FRAMES: VT 

Industries; ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS/GLAZED CURTAINWALL/STRUCTURAL 

GLASS CURTAINWALL: Vistawall; GLASS: Viracon; TILE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL 

CEILINGS: Armstrong; AWNINGS/EXTERIOR SUN CONTROL DEVICES: Avadek; 

OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Holcomb & Hoke

                                               
                        
 FIRST FLOOR PLAN
 1 LOBBY   
  2  CIRCULATION/
  SERVICE DESK
 3 COPY ROOM 
  4  ELECTRICAL             
  5 MECHANICAL
 6 STUDY ROOMS 
  7 AUDIO/VISUAL VIEWING
  8 WORK ROOM
  9  OFFICE   
10 STORAGE
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In hiring dsgn associates, Dallas aimed to usher Audelia, 

which had never been renovated or upgraded since being 

built in 1971, into the new millennium. “The library of today 

fulfills a lot of roles that the traditional library did not,” 

says principal architect Robert L. Meckfessel, AIA. “It’s 

still there for the books, but also movies, music, Internet 

access, congregation and relaxation.” Fading from the 

“active” areas of children’s stacks and the circulation desk 

to “contemplative” recesses towards the rear, Meckfessel’s 

team strove for casual comfort in the 6,750-sf expansion. 

The existing structure, which the city viewed as “dated 

and tired,” was partially razed, gutted, and reconfigured 

P O R T F O L I O : L I B R A R I E S

A udelia Road Branch Library

into public stacks and cozy reading spaces while the new 

addition and facade encourages patronage with open arms 

in the form of a landscaped entrance court and revamped 

circulation desk awash in red, purple and lime green. In 

trying to appeal to patrons of varying age, ethnicity and 

economic stature in an increasingly digital world, Meckfes-

sel was careful not to intimidate. For example, computer 

banks were not arranged in neat rows, but carefully askew 

instead. “We did not emphasize the technology,” he says, 

“but we didn’t hide it either.”

F O R D  G U N T E R

R E S O U R C E S  CONCRETE PAVEMENT: Go Crete; RETAINING WALLS: Pavestone;  

MASONRY VENEER ASSEMBLIES: Boral Bricks; METAL MATERIALS/ARCHITECTURAL 

METAL WORK/RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS: Crist Industries; METAL DECKING: SMI 

Joist; LAMINATES/SOLID POLYMER FABRICATIONS: Wilsonart; WATERPROOFING AND 

DAMPPROOFING: Grace Construction Products; COMPOSITE METAL PANELS: 

Alcoa Cladding Systems; MEMBRANE ROOFING: U.S. Intec; FASCIA AND 

SOFFIT PANELS: LaHambra; METAL DOORS AND FRAMES: Piper-Weatherford; 

ENTRANCES AND STOREFRONTS/METAL WINDOWS: United States Aluminum; TILE: 

Daltile; ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS : Armstrong; PAINTS: Kelly-Moore; SIGNAGE AND 

GRAPHICS: Vista Signage Systems; OPERABLE PARTITIONS: Moderco

3 / 4  2 0 0 5

P R O J E C T  Audelia Road Branch Library, Dallas

C L I E N T  Dallas Public Library Facilities & Capitol Projects

A R C H I T E C T  dsgn associates

C O N T R A C T O R  Harrison Quality Construction 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Jaster-Quintanilla Dallas (structural); Lopez-Garcia 

Group (MEP/civil); Kelly James Design Group (landscape); McCaslin 

Associates (construction cost estimation); IntroSpec/Restoration 

Technology (specification); Scott Oldner (Lighting Design)

P H O T O G R A P H E R S  Charles Kendrik; Mark Olsen

N
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FLOOR PLAN
 1 ENTRANCE/LOBBY   
  2  AUDITORIUM
 3 CIRCULATION   
  4  COMPUTER STATIONS              
  5 INFORMATION
 6 STAFF WORKROOM   
  7 STAFF LOUNGE
  8 CONFERENCE ROOMS
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Restoring the Heartbeat to Main Street 
Over its 24 years, the Texas Main Street Program has helped rejuvenate 140 downtowns districts.

b y  W A Y N E  B E L L ,  F A I A
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Rio Grande City is one of the newest cities added to the Texas Main Street Program. 

The Lazaro Lopez/Cruz Tijerina complex was originally built in the mid-1800s. The 

complex will house the city’s museum of local history, as well as several private 

offices. The courtyard is used for social events. 
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Local craftsmen restored the five buildings of the Lazaro Lopez/Cruz Tijerina complex in Rio Grande City.
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(Above) The Arcadio Salinas 

Home in Rio Grande City was 

built in the late 1800s in 

the Spanish Colonial style. 

(right) Recently restored 

and remodeled as part of the 

Main Street improvements, 

the historic residence may 

soon be occupied by a law 

firm. Joel Salinas, a descen-

dant of Arcadio Salinas, now 

owns the property. 
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Wayne Bell, FAIA, is director of THC’s Main Street Program.
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Predock pitched his flat roof after public review.
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Lamar County Courthouse
Restoration is currently underway in Paris where the 

Lamar County Courthouse exhibits an unusual fusion 

of Classical Revival with heavy Romanesque arches, 

columns, and other details salvaged after a devastat-

ing fire in 1916. In the following year, a new court-

house was built upon the foundation of the original 

1896 structure.

P R O J E C T  Lamar County Courthouse, Paris

C L I E N T  Lamar County 

A R C H I T E C T  ARCHITEXAS, Architecture, Planning and Historic 

Preservation 

D E S I G N  T E A M  Craig Melde, RA; Gary Skotnicki, RA; Carrie Zaboroski, 

RA; Louis Sierra, RA; Jay Firsching; Darla Vaughan 

C O N T R A C T O R  Harrison Walker & Harper 

C O N S U L T A N T S  Electro-Acoustics and Video (A/V); IntroSpec (building 

envelope and specifications); Jaster-Quintanilla, Dallas (structural); 

Mesa Design Group (landscape); O’Dea Lynch Abbatista (MEP) 

P H O T O G R A P H E R  Marvin Gorley

R E S O U R C E S  SITE, STREET AND MALL FURNISHINGS : Landscape Forms; SITE 

LIGHTING: Antique Street Lamps; GRANITE: Cold Springs Granite; MASONRY 

RESTORATION AND CLEANING: Prosoco; ARCHITECTURAL METAL WORK/RAILINGS AND 

HANDRAILS: Chisum Site & Steel; ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK/WOOD AND PLASTIC 

DOORS AND FRAMES/METAL WINDOWS/WOOD WINDOWS: Restorhaus; ROOF AND 

DECK INSULATION/MEMBRANE ROOFING: Firestone; UNIT SKYLIGHTS: Naturalite; 

TILE: Daltile; ACOUSTICAL TREATMENTS (WIDE-SPAN STRETCHED FABRIC ACOUSTI-

CAL TREATMENT-CEILINGS AND PERFORATED WOOD ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS-WALLS) : 

AEC; GLASS: AFG; PAINTS/DECORATIVE FINISHES/HIGH PERFORMANCE COATINGS: 

Sherwin-Williams; PLASTER: Gentle Stucco

“Revival” continued from page 45
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T R E N D S  O F  T H E  T R A D E

Report Forecasts Growth in U.S. Roofing Demand
Demand across the U.S. for roofing is projected to expand 1.4 percent 
annually through 2008, fueled by a recovery in the new office, commercial, 
and industrial segments. By contrast, reroofing applications will provide the 
best opportunities in residential markets while new residential roofing will be 
constrained by weak single-family housing starts. These trends are presented 
in “Roofing,” a new study from The Freedonia Group, Inc. (www.freedo-
niagroup.com), a Cleveland-based industrial market research firm.  
 According to the report, among the various roofing materials, plastic 
and metal will enjoy the fastest growth in the U.S. through 2008. Both 
will benefit from the rebound in nonresidential markets. Thermoplastic 
polyolefin roofing will continue its inroads against built-up and elastomeric 
roofing. Another plastic roofing product that will see healthy gains is spray-
applied roofing, as advances in application technology boost usage.  
 Metal roofing will benefit from a rebound in industrial construction 
from a depressed 2003 level. In addition, the material will continue its 
incursion into residential applications, where metal panels and shingles are 
being used as alternatives to roofing tile and asphalt shingles. But asphalt 
shingles will remain the dominant roofing material, accounting for more 
than 60 percent of the total installed area in 2008. However, demand for 
asphalt shingles is projected to rise less than one percent annually, as 
the sluggish outlook for residential roofing holds gains below the overall 
average. In addition to the weak new housing market, the reroofing seg-
ment will be limited by a smaller base of houses with shingles in need of 
replacement, as the late 1980s represented a period of declining numbers 
of housing starts.

New ASTM Standard Replaces 8 Gypsum Product Specifications
The task of specifying gypsum board products has just become much 
simpler. As of December 1, 2004, a single ASTM International reference 
standard, ASTM C 1396, Specification for Gypsum Board, has replaced 
eight standards previously used to designate specific gypsum board 
products employed in commercial and residential construction.  
 No technical changes have been made to the individual spec-
ifications incorporated into C 1396, which was established to 
avoid inadvertent inconsistencies in the requirements of individual 
products due to staggered document revision schedules.  
 To facilitate a smooth transition from the old standards to the new, 
all-encompassing standard, the gypsum industry agreed in 1999 on a 
five-year phase-in period during which product labels and literature would 
project both the new standard and the original product specifications.  
 Robert Wessel, assistant executive director of the Gypsum Asso-
ciation and Secretary to ASTM C11 Committee on Gypsum and Related 
Building Materials and Systems, said the period of dual labeling 
was designed to give the industry time to educate specifiers on the 
need to use ASTM C 1396 in place of the existing specifications.  
 “Now that the individual product standards have been withdrawn 
and replaced with a single standard, C 1396, the building codes 
should soon reflect this change,” Wessel said. “Moreover, design 
professionals should make sure that their specifications use the C 
1396 designation instead of the previous standards so that they are in 
compliance with both industry standards and code language.”  
 Access www.astm.org for specific information on the new ASTM stan-
dard for gypsum board products.
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Futuristic Technologies for Concrete  
An exhibition currently on view at the National Building Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., challenges fundamental assumptions about concrete by pre-
senting concepts for new technologies being developed that promise radical 
changes in how the material can be used in architecture. Underwritten by 
Lafarge, Liquid Stone: New Architecture in Concrete will remain on exhibit 
through April 17. Liquid Stone includes a section called “The Future of 
Concrete,” which features renderings for buildings conceived with the use of 
three technologies currently under development by academic and industrial 
researchers: self-consolidating concrete, ultra-high-performance concrete, 
and translucent concrete. These products are expected to afford architects 
and engineers even greater freedom for experimentation and innovation.  
 Self-consolidating concrete is made possible by a system of optimized 
aggregates, cements, and admixtures including a “superplasticizer,” which 
keeps the mix exceptionally fluid during the pouring process without 
compromising the material’s ultimate strength. It requires no vibration, 
and can therefore be used for difficult or constrained pours, such as those 
involving unusually dense reinforcing steel or narrow channels through 
which the concrete must flow. It can also be poured into intricate molds 
to produce finished concrete with unusually fine surface texture.  
 Ultra-high-performance concrete, now being developed by Lafarge under 
the Ductal trademark, contains extremely strong fibers in place of the tradi-
tional steel bars or mesh. The fibers, in effect, make the material self-rein-
forcing. Also, finished Ductal is dense and resistant to cracking and chipping. 
The material can therefore be used to create very thin structural members – 
even spanning long distances – without conventional steel reinforcement.  
 Translucent concrete, currently being developed by several groups, 
actually transmits light. As the technology of translucent concrete pro-
gresses, basic conceptions of structure and building skins may change 
dramatically, leading to new forms of architectural expression that chal-
lenge the imagination. As an example of a building composed of trans-
lucent concrete, the exhibition features renderings of the Pixel Chapel, 
designed by Bill Price and Scott McGhee of Bill Price Inc. in Houston.  
 Access www.nbm.org for more information about the Liquid Stone 
exhibition, including renderings of design concepts that employ the three 
new technologies.

Expect More Builders to Offer Home Technology Packages
The end of 2004 created a hopeful climate that led home technology 
partisans to believe that 2005 is the year more builders and developers 
will start marketing home technology as a mainstream product.  
 In mid-October of 2004, the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) ruled that major telephone companies do not have to 
lease new fiber installations to competitors for greenfield products. 
Athough the telecoms must open up existing copper lines to com-
petitors when they upgrade to fiber, the FCC ruling was viewed as 
a positive step that will let the telecoms more easily deploy fiber-
to-the-home and related services at new construction projects.   
 Large telecom companies, including Verizon and SBC, rolled out 
long-awaited initiatives that include fiber-to-the-home, next-generation 
technology that promises gigabit-speed bandwidth and a more stable 
platform for home entertainment and automation, and Web applications.  
 For more information, visit www.builderonline.com.    

• Asbestos Remediation

• Construction Testing & Observation

• Environmental Consulting

• Facilities Engineering

• Geotechnical Engineering

• Indoor Air Quality

• Pavement Consulting

www.rkci.com                                                                 866•722•2547    
Austin, TX El Paso, TX                   McAllen, TX

Brownsville, TX               Houston, TX              Pflugerville, TX

San Antonio, TX

A Texas Company with Three Decades of Experience
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Frank Welch, FAIA, is the author of Philip Johnson & Texas.
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