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The Public Realm

Texas boasts a rich legacy of public architec-
ture, influenced by diverse cultures, shaped
by a harsh climate and disparate landscape.
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
public buildings were the primary organizing
elements of a rugged frontier society. They
were the harbingers of civilization, manifested
in logs and stones.

Today, the notion of a public building is
considered with distaste, perhaps due to its
connotation of politics and bureaucracy. The
very term itself is somewhat of a contradic-
tion: Few people go to a public building ex-
cept on business or as an act of desperation.
Unfortunately, there are numerous buildings
around the state that reinforce this negative
preconception by failing to live up to a rea-
sonable expectation of good design. It can be
further noted with disappointment that only 7
of the last 42 statewide design awards have
gone to public buildings.

Is designing in the public realm so difficult
that quality design must be sacrified? Have con-
temporary Texas architects eschewed the rich
legacy of the past? The seven public buildings
selected for this issue, happily, suggest not.

Willis Winters
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