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The State of Texas Cities

By Gerald Moorhead, FAIA

Why do we live in cities? Since the dawn of humanity, people have come
together for mutual support. First villages, then towns and cities provided the
communal necessities of shelter, security, ceremony, and economic activity.
Throughout history and around the world, many urban forms and organizations
have satisfied these needs.

In the ancient city, the home and workplace were frequently within the same
building. The shops of bakers, merchants, and craftsmen faced the street and their
families lived upstairs or beyond the interior court. Even Roman patricians sold
wine and made loans from the front rooms of their houses. Cities were dense and
compact, shaped by requirements of defense, economy of construction, social
relationships, and transportation means of the time. Rich and poor lived and
worked side-by-side.
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