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The heilcooter rcas over Kounfos, courthouss
teweny of Hsrdin County. Arowasd us the land spreed
wider the moming sun, hasy and gosn fc & sl
herizon. We sngled sul, following Villege Cresk
down W the Neches River snd the Maches River
ovar to Pine Island Beyou, meking & big loap thet
wowid take us norih again on thres long fripe over
the Big Thizket. 1t would bs neerdy sundown
before we miumed from the lasi o,

I had hilced the Sig Thicket befors, following e
e traiie snd sluggish beyous, lstaning to Ms
silences, i rdcries and lesfaounds, watching
mmmmmmmm

1lmm.upmmmwmom-m
m.mmm&mnnm*fmmidm
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Drily whan we loal the glittering thread of bayou
sl wandered cul over pulp pine plantations did
ﬂnmmws:hm in five plentations thens wers
limwe «f tress, mils aftsr mils, wiih
notting but ciey, pinestrew and £ few grasses in
between them. Thens was ne cover for the gams,
and no lood, end the creeks were bulidazed In
sralgin lose libe the irees, Ten, fiftsan, tweniy
ynars age sll of tha country down thens had besn
uwurisnt forest. Now the plentetions were saling
ug the wildemess, raniecing it with wood aulp
snd Dicloginel deser.

Giraclunily, a» we travarsed and reireversed all of

é

Tha lumber Interseta in Texss called the process
rnloresiing.” And ln toulh, they would retum o
sl ivew clay pealriss to andoew them with nowe of
slsali pinee. In time siso thay would retum sgain
to sprey the fowa ol plnes with chemicals 1o hesp
ihs hardwoods—the ooks, megnolies, hckores,
tupsion, slms, birches, meples, bewchse—Trom
#war growing thers sgelr. In the mesntime lumber
inucke siralned W the Nghweya It record mum-
bavs. The big hardwoode dissppesrsd lom the
onse danse Dackwoods, and thoss treese thef ihe

companiss did not want (o boiher with wars Dlled

up i windrows snd bumed,

Not sli the demags wes being done Dy the lumber
companies. !n one ares saincied for Inclusion in
the perk (theiriangle” scwuntry, south of
Sargiogs) M bulibosing wes being dons, ap-
parsnily. by rles farmers and cattlemen. And, of
courss, real sstets promoters hied Besn drawn Dy
consarystionist puiblielty to put In “red fiag" sub-
divislons whars ey could cheaply buy & scrsp of
Isme.

Thewe waee one lumber compsny, Tempis In-
dustiies, that wee not rooting out herdwoods |-
dissriminsdsly from e lands. | wse locgily
ownind, Sut the othay comprniss had hesd oifices
les Mew Vork, Ghisage, Toleds, and i wes thers
that the decislon 1o clssrcut the Big Thicket was
made: theve, In the Enlightensd Modh, S:obebiy
there alss was colned tha phress *reforesiation’:
8 semanflc (umph mesking a0 scviogics!
dizastar. From ihe air * meforesiiizn " hed e ook
of o (nol determined rush to plilsgs £ wilderness
balors It could be protectsd I the Netione! Fark
Systant. T, I not o plllsge &0 of i, then to
plisge erough of ¥ so thet the resulting park
woulkd have o be emall. Selimating con-
sarvatively, we saw =i leas) tweniy-five thoupsnd
sores thet hed besn bulidozed out of the deep
ries, seviogically varied woouds ol the Thickstl, In
the (e8! two yasrs. T8 procsss, Morscysr, wis
soosiaraning.

Wien we landsd late ln the alsimeos sl the Hae
din County Alrpart, we welked in angry allance ie
the s, Yor yesm the Big Thicket Association, (e
Suduibon Soclety, the Slems Club hed com-
promised with the ‘umbsr companies, had
ligtoned to thelr claims about ‘wmuﬁm ths
Thickel” and belng “slewerds of the (and.” Mow
the facts were as clssr as bulidozed clay mvd har-
riing hardwoods; if ws did not Degin to fight, them
would ba nathing left: nc game, nio bieds, ne wild-
Mows:s, no leme, no race of n ones graat wiider-
mmmnummmmmmwmuﬂ
vy vesisd Intersats, we have (6 mEks Oursshvas
hesrd, mnd undsralood,
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the wanderful honting that goes on between the
neomalric rows In fasl, (Fey have gons ouf of
itvele way o [fform East Tesas husilsrs on lhe
wanders Ahef await tham i hair newly
"rejuvensind snd Creforesied’" slash pine G-
dens. But suah claims ares palently falss.

Conseryationists josl that thay heve littie time o
pendsr ths guestion. Mot only is the conporaiicn
bulidozer pressnt In Increesing rumbers; the fist
reel efiects of the yrban svelanche sre now being
ekt by (e Thickat, 15 hag Aot baes vany long sines
tive fawns on e southern pormeisy of the Big
Thickst wers remole, 2isepy villages whare far-
mers reded shories owved he haok of pick un
trucks and wagone and the spring refns et dict
noads knae-deep in standitg waler, and (ife went
on preity mgeh unmoushes by the ‘quicksning
pace of Beaumont anc Fousion. Twenty years
&Y e difvs Trom Houstar roril ko Canroe or now-
theast o (Mevelsnc was ic smiel 3 world of éaep
pifes focsatn, lonaly Soltemiands, tenant cabing,
and comfields: a world as different and ss
msparais from the riew altymarapors on Main Strewt
as it 't had besn abul oft somewhars i e
Minsissipnl Dalis und forgaiten.

Nowe ihe meiropolis le rseching ouf, zod when
Mhinre ware deep Yorssle there Brs, fvsmight,
weshend suslivisione sad (wiiyesr subdivisions,
plate-glsss supprmerkets, Willdossd creskbeds,
and new paved mete. Onos-isolatad towns ars
becoming part of the metropoiltan beginning 1o
look Beyond aven tha Tewt ring of oullying lowmns
te Ihe loresis snd pastures. |1 thars i nothing (o
Inate bive Yoo of oitvsgrawl snd ailyllient, in
thirty ysare what will be lefl of Southess! Taxay’
pingy wasdsdor Iumbeling of snyihing sles?
The sstent of urbanizeiion ang e afesots will
ragzh ter bayond what anvons hae imeglosd, Gne
weuld deink Buat the hiimber induatties would jump
st e iden of 8 Big Thicket Envircnmaniel 41sa,
sale forever Trom the urben sxpineion, capebls of
preduslig necesssry  timber and  widernioss
exparisnce for countless generations, One would
thilmk that the pecpls of the Gul Coss
Wegeaiopolie would stand 145 and demend that the
Big Thicket region be saved, & moming's trive
away (rom the nalss, frusirstion, and poliuted i
thel sre to be incresaingly their ol

i€ they hevs aot until resantly dose s, it je
bscsuss the ceslizetion of the sxisnt
phwvironmEntal chengs les Desn skl o deivn.
Earh of ue gose hiz own way, Immersed in the

probiems mnd surreundings whiah direstly stfect

un. Dnly rsrely do we siap beck end ook af the
whale pisturs, In the long view. i1 fe o surpriss,

1@

fherelars, that ihs nen rege anly recantly nss
steppad bank o 4se whal are the lenpAsery
prospacts (e ite esvironmeit. Thess prossects
have Wean aerieun oneupl 1z Jorsz a
regsseemment af man's entire affet G el 1
the procese, assesements of The valus of places
like the Big Thicket have significantly shanged.
Mow, asuddsnly, we want o save nam,

The srglants stressed above lo juslify ssving
the Thickest hayve beean Biologiosl, Idstefios), snd
fimsecly, sconmmie. Thams s somathing peradoxical
in the idea thal ohe niicabd e rduined 0 jistite
saving 2 paet o6 our environment, n &l retional
opnEcisnce, shouwldn'l i) be the olver wiry sroung 7
Those wihe wish w polluts, sy, simplily, o
oiherwiss diminish neture should fasiead e
reguirad ‘o producs Justifying srpumente for thatr
acilane——good avgumenta, Aot just sy
rationalizstions for short-term crafite. But sines
thel = unfortunmtely, not the way inge are, Wwo
mare arcuimants will be considerad hane bators
bringing thie brisi survay of the cheracter mnd
wilus of the Blg Thicket 1o 2 dlose,

Gre ol thuse srguments heae glesdy bean
Ioidehed g, nemely, (e Thicksl's status a8 & Tust
surviving region it which the fraditionsl desp
Souiern forest cen be prsserved. Thare are
thoss who deny thet such forssts nesd, or
dgserve, 1o e ssved I & wildemnses stete. Suzh
puisons, | belleve, limil theweslves (& ths Wall
Disnsy soncsplion of 8 perk 35 & glage Ion
cENyeNSs, geysers, MouniEing snc westhersd
rocka, To be sura, 1nere ie nothing weong with sny .
of these. Ginly, 1 (§ time that we begen o
reverance ite, in its myree menifestsiions, mors
tham hugs landecapes of uniiving peel. lan't it
fiving things which, In the snd, shouid mselt ouy
feacination, and raspacl—end promogien’

Sor those whe remaln ungonvingsd ebog) the Big
Thicke!, | can pilsr onl ond further srgumsat, n
tha spring, when the llowsrs burst from fisles of

i grees s Bty gresn leeves of the grapayines

drag in creskwater snd clember up 1o ihe remetist
treetops, slide & canos intio Vilags Creek, or Big
Sandv, = tha Meches River, and drift guimily
undsr the svarhang of willows, and cypress, and
welerosk, Fermags yau will sse & Hsron salking
slong e white spod bars, o7 & hawk pivollng
ovar fhe standing plnes. Frobesty you will hesr
the wind mave hight up n the catiunwasgs,
minking & rain.lies pateer. Then, In (e stillnsss,
as¥ yourss!f wineiher (e wes meani for all
gansvations, mmm ‘or only for this
mmlm for fifieen,

Loty SOBEBly twanty vaﬁ
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A BETTER IDEA
IN PARKING STRUCTURES

TEXAS/UNICON

Before you plan your next parking deck, or if
your present design is out of the budget — call Texas/

use major structural elements are pre-

fabricated. the Unicon system can cut total construc-
tion time by as much as 50%. which not only gels
you into operation faster:.. but reduces total cc
struction costs

The basic structural systems —including founda-
tions —have been built for as low as $1150 per car

Texas/Unicon Structures, Inc. offers architects
engineers, contractors and landowners the pro-
ductive combination of a unique and well-proved
building system. .. produced by a highly experienced
engineering-oriented manufacturing company

Texas/Unicon is a subsidiary of Kirby Building
Systems. Inc., a leading manufacturer of building
systems

Construction photo of the 1066-car Texas/Unicon parking deck at 2000 Smith
Office Park in Houston, built for the Gerald D. Hines Interests
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SQUARE FEET
OF PLANT
AREA?”
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The advantages
of genuine

clay roofing tile
are not

as simple as
black and white

In this ad we can’t possibly
show you one of the most
important advantages of
genuine clay tile. Because to
do so, we'd need color. So if
you'd like to see for yourself
just what a difference there is
in the variety of permanent
colors of San Vallé roofing tile,
write and ask to be included on
the mailing list for our monthly,
full-color postcard series.

V » aice 4ond
an alle +.e «uns

1717 N. Highland Ave., Los Angeles, California 90028
Phone: (213) 464-7289
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HOMES FOR BETTER LIVING

(|
W tiwing Phillips Jv. and Bobed
W. Pgterasn hes rscalved first
Famor awand (o their esideniis|
gustom reruelaling project in

Thee Howston arshiteciural fim

Branham, The 1972 Homss o
Battar Livihg Sward (= part of &
Sl posapstiticn soansol y
Ths Amerfosn [netitite of &
shitaste in witih
Houes angl Homes and Amenican
Homw meagesinss.

Cela i =) = [l

The largeat end eldest residen-
tlel design sompetitios 'n the
sy, the orogram was [
siituted o wogrsde the nstion's
Rousing by ancouraging greater
rollaborgticn Gatwesn f0-

chitmets, bullders and owners,

AISC COMPETITION

The Americsn Ingfifits of Sisel
conmurnicticn, 104 Park Avenie,
hoaw York, M 10091, wil] me-=
Gept anlries I e THI2 Ap
eciursl Awsrts of Excellpsnes
e e THVIAT
5 thoss

[ 5]

[
T Drgres rasognl
bBulldinge uslhng strictiral sieel
It Imaginative snd sesthetic
WHYS :‘I}u;:n'll'u__,l[“i_'g.‘n. muel be: frenmesd
wilh domeationly produssd sz
fatwigatad aleel, snc must have
nesn Sumgetss belwasn

Jaiemry 1, 1870 and SUgust 28,

g :

PCA AWARDS COMPETITION

Eniriea 'm Portland Cesrnisnt
Esaociation's White Cament &r-

Walter celima Mevears

NEUHAUS « TAYLOR
Silkcam, presidant o
B pecos
wming Conaulianie, hae
anpounend new parners, Thay
are | M, Deram, UF., Hanry £
Mwsng, Paul M. Temill and
James L Pltkingion. Mamed as
80 associats parinar was Secrgn
B ang a8 wp
ssacciaie, Alfved Z, Camvaial.

Charles 7,
Meuhug
aryd g

Then [ 4

2., Thompwon,

Jaining he inlenor spave plen.
miri aieslge of ey
FratsmEns,  MEL Tl iy
iegigner of office fuw
He will be Involved In soly
wiranrmentel prablsme T ofiflcs
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shileciurel Awards
ghewid be sent to FC&, Gd
cherd Foad, Skokla,
G078, Desdilne ja July 3¢
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zing white portlend cemant
pmerate In aragast torm, cast it
fleos, mesonry of any shaps,
sluce and marnlecrats, sgak
e, tgserazse, &ic. Conshustion
must Nevs heen comglaisd baf
wann Jenuery 1 and Deosmiber |
VT with firsl occupanoy during

et time,

Sonnaborm Euliding Products
Bivision of Contech Jna,

TS LARGER QUARTERS TO BETTER SERVE
ALL OF OUR FRIENDS THROUGHOUT
THE EIGHT SOUTHWESTERN STATES.

MNow et 1837 Creengrass Oriva ©

WE HAVE
MOVED...

i

[T

SONNEBORN

Hoyeton, Texse 77008 =

Phone (7121 885.1448

TEXRAS ARCHITECT




A building
~ with one of
our systems will
never set the
world on fire.







