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3 Massive masonry walls surround 
and set the stage for a variety of 
controlled spaces and environment 

of Hidalgo S1vinas 1nd Loan association 
building in the Texas Valley. The Texas 
Architecture 1969 selection reflects the 
regional character of the area and pro­
vides dignity for a financial institution in 
the community. 

8 Texas Society of Architects is hon­
ored to feature five of its members 
who have received Fellowthip in the 

Americ:aft ln1titute of Architects. 

9 Texas, Too, is feeling pressures of 
urban congestion in its cities--a 
national crisis fed by the addition 

of 10,000 autos to roads daily and 
dwindling public transit riders. The trans­
portation crisis picture is reviewed in 
How Do We Go From Here? 

14 Memories of the days gone by are 
•elived as the Texas Historical 
Architectural Series features the 

Culberson County Court Houte located in 
Van Horn, Texas. 

Tellis Architect Acfvertisen: 

P. 20 Mosher Steel Company 
P. 21 Gifford·Hill 
P. 22 Josam Manufacturing Co. 
P. 23 Electric Utilities Companies 
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Mahl Street 

Closner Blvd. 

Entry 

Drive-In Teller 

( L~------------------------------=1 
Site Plan 

The Problen~: To dP~ign 011 the hH> Pntr y ~idt:•s of the building. Thir.; eon­
n('W facilitie5-. for a ~a'\- troiJed ern ironnwnt pro\ ides a tran ... ition from the 
ing" a\sneiation in the rrlatiH·ly flat and OJWll character of the town to 
Te'\as 'allPy rwar the the intimatP quality of the interior. Tht:' "imple 
l\lexiean border. The site ma..,..,iH \\alb achi('\ e the 'i ... ual impact of a nluch 
front'; on a n1ain ~treet larg-er building-. Til(' larg-e gates, simple graphics 
with a ~econdary strPet 
to the north. The Client 
dt·~i red to reflect the re­
g-ional character of the 
area and J1TO\ ide identity 
with a financial institu­
tion \\ hich deals primari­
ly in r<.>'>idential loans. 

The Solution: A contem­
porary interpretation of 
regional arehiteeturr use'i 
the heritage and proven 
attribut('" of elimatP con­
trol. introspeetiH~ spaers. 
and basic 'iimplicity of 
mah·rials. The exterior 
masonry '' allr.; cmnplete­
ly enclose the 3 . .> 0 0 
square feet of interior 
~.opace. Cate~ twrnty-fi·H· 
feet high open to patio~ 
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T.._a Area 

Recorda Vault 

First Floor Plan 
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and light fixtun.•s also at'C'(>nt the \\ails. The in­
tPrior contains two-story 'olumrs which "borrow" 
the ~paee to the exte1 ior and pro\ ide vertical re­
lief to the small floor areas. A \\ ood cedar board 
<'(>iling thtoughout eomplc.:nK·nts wall~ of n1asonry 
and glass. 

• 
Ful&n Otflc:e Futlft Otflc:e 

IF- • • • . • 
.. . I' 

I' 
I! 

~ I 

'if 
I • loll+ 

Lounge MechMial Conference 

Second Floor Plan 
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lllaterials and Cons'truc­
tio1l: Tlw structure is ma­
sonry bearing walls and 
columns with a flat slab 
roof and second floor. A 
strict 12-foot brick col­
umn In o d u I e provides 
eon tin uity. Flooring in 
the publi<' area is brick 
pavers with carpeting for 
the offic·e'i, tellers and ac­
eoun ting. The s e ron d 
floor uses \ inyl ashe,tos 
tile \\ ith carpeting in the 
Board Hoom. l~x<'cpt for 
gypsUJn board partitions 
enclosing restrooms and 
meehanieal area, all other 
partitions are glass or 
hrirk. 

The Architect wa~ also 
responsible for the design 
of the int<.•rior furuish­
ings and a e e c s so r i e s, 
landseaping, I i g h tin g 
and graphic'i. 
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A.I.A. FELLOWSHIPS 

The American In tit u te of 
Architects has announced the 
eleva bon of fh e members of the 
Texa Society of Architects to 
the rank of Fello\\, a lifetime 
honor besto\\ ed for distin­
guished contribution to the pro­
fession. Advancement of the 
new Fellows will bring the total 
membership of the College of 
Fello\\ to 943, representing 3.9 
percent of the corporate mem­
bership of the 21,000-member 
prof ional organization. 

• 

THOMAS A. BULLOCK 
HOUSTON 

DONALD E. JARVIS 
DALLAS 

HOWARD R. BARR 
AUSTIN 

B. \V. CRAIN, JR. 
LONGVIEW 

ARCH B. S\VANK, JR. 
DALLAS 
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Texa , too 1 f mg pl 
urban cong on m 1t c1b 
a national rri 1 f d by the ad­
<htlOn of 10,000 auto to roads 
dailv nd dwindhng publir trnn-
it rid r . 

MAY, 1970 

HOW DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

B~ \\ElDON HART 

R pr n \ t n f1 m ~Iagazine. 

THE PROTOTYPE TEXAN of yesteryear, who galloped exuberant­
ly over the prairies and tied his horse in front of the best saloon in 
town, left many spiritual descendants. Nearly all of us, in fact. 

Few of us question the right of a red-blooded Texan to get in his 
automobile, drive to wherever he wants to go and park right in 
front of the place when he gets there. When hundreds or thousands 
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Texas, too is feehng p1 es ures of 
urban congestion in its cities-- -
a national clisis f d by the ad­
dition of 10,000 autos to roads 
daily and dwindling public tran­
sit riders. 

MAY, 1970 

HOW DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

BY WELDON HART 

ReprintE'd with permi ion from Taa Paradt Magazine. 

THE PROTOTYPE TEXAN of yesteryear, who galloped exuberant­
ly over the prairies and tied his horse in front of the best saloon in 
town, left many spiritual descendants. Nearly all of us, in fact. 

Few of us question the right of a red-blooded Texan to get in his 
automobile, drive to wherever he wants to go and park right in 
front of the place when he gets there. When hundreds or thousands 
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of red-blooded Texans have the same idea at the 
same moment, it causes great loss of time and 
temper, parking frustrations, traffic tickets, 
mashed fenders and hurried calls for the wrecker, 
the ambulance or-sadly-the hearse. We call it 
"urban congestion." 

Texans who support the one-man-one-ear doctrine 
are being asked to stop and look at the problem 
they arc making and to think about it, if that is 
not too much trouble. 

The 61st Legislature created a six-member Mas.~ 
Transportation Commission to worry about it of­
ficially at the state level. Up to now city mayors, 
managers and councilmen have been left to worry 
on a local basis. 

Really, it is hard for distance-minded, horizon­
eying Texans to grasp the critical state of public 
transportation. Texas is not, after all, Manhattan 
Island or Chicago. It isn't even Philadelphia. 
There is still a lot of riding-around room in Texas. 

Not, however, in a growing number of Texas 
cities at peak-load hours. Houston, Dallas and San 
Antonio are feeling big pressul"es. Trouble is be­
ginning to bubble at Fort Worth, Austin and 
around. Six Texas cities have already taken over 
their transit systems (Dallas, San Antonio, Cor­
pus Christi, Amarillo, Abilene, San Angelo). 
Franchised private operators are caught in a 
controlled fal"e-rising cost squeeze, and also on 
the horns of a dilemma. (It is easy to see that 
those people are in a fix.) 

The dilemma, simply stated, is this: While the 
need for mass transportation is growing, the 
number of 1·iders is dwindling. 

John A. Volpe, U.S. Secretary of Transportation, 
said in AusUn last September that the number of 
public transit passengers had fallen from almost 
24 billion a year in 1945 to about eight billion. 
Instead of making $149 million as of then, tran­
sit systems showed an $11 million deficit last 
year. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Volpe pointed out, automobile 
registrations nearly tripled in that period. We 
are adding an average of 10,000 automobiles to 
our roads and streets eve111 day. 

The DOT Secretary is believed to be a car-and­
road man at heart, but he says: 

"Our highway system-extensive and effective as 
it is-needs com)>any. It needs efficient public 
transportation." 
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By "public transportation" Mr. Volpe means both 
rapid fixed-rail transit and bus systems. He has 
been quoted as saying that so-called rapid transit 
is economically feasible only in large cities where 
corridors of population concentration exist. An 
arbitary minimum population figure is half a 
million, which would leave out all except the three 
largest Texas cities. The rest probably will con­
tinue to use buses, although not the typically old, 
slow, smelly, uncomfortable vehicles found on 
many lines today. At least, Secretary Volpe hopes 
not. 

His dream of car people riding in buses comes in 
technicolor against a background of "clean, com­
fortable, fast service." 

Who will pay for that type of equipment and 
service? 

Volpe and many other expert diagnosticians of 
the mass transportation trauma believe govern­
ment-federal, state and community-wiU have 
to provide a subsidy for capital costs. (This means 
us.) They believe "improved" transit systems can 
pay their way "if you don't take the principal 
and interest into consideration." 

Why not increase fares? 

Well, some, maybe. The peculiar role of mass 
transportation as a social, economic and political 
(as well as people-moving) factor puts great pres­
sure on operators, public or private, to hold fares 
as low as possible. Public transportation is most 
\ital to people who don't have automobiles, and 
nationwide that's said to be 26 per cent. These 
people, by and large, can't afford high fares. 

Lack of transportation to jobs, hospitals, schools, 
!"ecreation areas and even shopping centers has 
contributed vastly to the so-ca1Jed ghetto syn­
drome. It is one of the big holdbacks to improve­
ment. Older persons who do not drive and young­
sters who can't are others who require public 
transportation. 

John Volpe says aJJ the opportunities being de­
veloped :for job training, health and better hous­
ing " ... will never be fully utilized if the people 
cannot get to them inexpensively, safely and ef­
ficiently. We must have a new mobility in this 
nation if we are to fulfill our pledges to the dis­
advantaged, the young, the poor, the elderly and 
the physically handicapped." 

Mayor Louie Welch of Houston says the Greater 
Houston Homebuilders' Association sponsored an 
ambitious program to train unemployed men for 
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home construction work, but then the trainees 
didn't show up for their jobs-because there was 
no public transportation to the subdivision where 
the jobs were. 

So an adequate mass transportation system has to 
be city-wide, not me.rely in the disadvantaged 
areas. In fact, Secretary Volpe decries any at­
tempt to put a "poverty" label on public trans­
portation. He says: 

"We've simply got to get more than just the poor 
people to ride the trains and buses." 

Anything less would do nothing about the down­
town driving and parking perplexities that bother 
Mr. Volpe-as well as downtown drivers and 
parkers. 

Speaking of fares, there is a strong susp1c1on 
that a great many people wouldn't use today's 
public transportation even if it was free. . 

In 1968 the Department of Transportation in­
vestigated "the economic, social, technological 
and financial ramifications" of a no-fare type of 
mass transit and came to this rather startling and 
discouraging conclusion: 

"Elimination of fares would not significantly in­
crease use of mass transit facilities." 

Major improvement in service quality would be 
necessary, and service would have to be extended 
to areas not now being served, before any sub­
stantial number of citizens would park their cars 
and use the bus. The cost of "free" transportation 
of this type was estimated at $2 billion a year. 

Another startling conclusion is about to be 
reached in another experiment, this one in Flint, 
Mich. The DOT put some money into that, too. 
Luxury air-<:onditioned buses have been picking 
up automobile workers at their homes, giving 
them a fast ride to the factory door while stereo­
phonic music soothes them, and taking them home 
after work in the same friendly manner. 

Although the cost was set low ($9 to $18 a month, 
depending on the length of the ride), the 26 plush 
"maxicabs" have been picking up only 300 a day 
of Flint's estimated 100,000 commuters. The pro­
ject is losing $200 a day, although it would br·eak 
even if only half the seale; were filled each rush 
hour. The experiment apparently is about to fold. 

Questioners found that workers want the flexi­
bility and freedom of their own automobiles, even 
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at extra expense. A contributing factor, no doubt, 
is the availability of ample parking space at the 
factories. A union official was quoted: 

"The only thing that will drive people out of their 
automobiles to any degree is a lack of parking 
spaces." 

That, or (as in some big cities) skyhigh cost of 
parking spaces. 

These, then, are some things the Texas Mass 
Transportation Commission members can talk 
about for awhile: 

-What and where in Texas are the most urg­
ent needs for mass transportation improve­
ments? 

-How much money will it take to meet them? 

-Who will put up the money? 

-What will it take to get more people on 
board? 

About the first question-locating critical needs 
--all Texas cities of over 50,000 have a master 
transportation plan from which most of the hot­
spots can be identified. 

About money: There's no state money to speak of 
(a little in the Governor's Office for planning). 
Federal money is available in very limited 
amounts-so far. President Nixon has proposed a 
12-year, $10-billion mass transportation subsidy 
from General Revenue, to be matched by the state 
or city 1 to 2. 

(There is congressional opposition to the Presi­
dent's plan, both from members who don't want 
to spend that much and from those who want to 
set up some sort of trust fund-like highways 
have--instead of taking Nixon's "contracting 
authority" that would always run two years ahead 
of actual appropriations.) 

Surely the federals will come up with some cash 
from somewhere, and Texas cities will get a share 
of it. Under another bill passed this year, the 
cities can deal directly with Washington for any 
kind of mass transportation aid. They had been 
limited to the bus type. 

What do the highway people think of all this? 
For years they have looked somewhat skeptically 
at mass transit. The reason is not bard to find: 
Highway users, builders and taxpayers are fear-
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ful of raids on highway trust funds, particularly 
the federal. In Texas, thanks to the Good Roads 
Amendment, highway money is protected now 
against frontal assaults. 

There does not seem to be a clear and present 
danger in Washington, either. Secretary Volpe is 
pledged to preserve the integrity of the Federal 
Highway Trust Fund. Roads have good and 
trusted friends in the most important congres­
sional places. 

One hurdle exists: The Federal Trust Fund ex­
pires October 1, 1972, as the law now reads. It 
must and will be renewed and extended, at least 
to complete the Interstate System. Bills have· al­
ready been introduced to broaden the plan to in­
clude mass transportation. Some sort of tradeout 
is not impossible, although not probable. 

Highway money does contribute in a real way to 
mass transportation in Texas, where they use 
buses. More thaR half of the spending now is in 
and around Texas cities and on urban freeways. 
Whatever is done to improve streets and roads 
for automobiles improves them for street-using 
buses. 

With the street upgrading program called TOP­
ICS already going on in a number of Texas cities 
and a great urban program due to come after the 
Interstate is completed, it seems as if automobiles 
and buses can live together in reasonable com­
patability a while longer. One of the interim proj­
ects will be to give buses priority (on special 
ramps) while entering freeways. Other entering 
vehicles will be held back by computerized lights 
until the bus slips into the traffic stream. Such 
a system has already been studied by Texas 
Transportation Institute and probably will be 
tested soon on the Gulf or the Eastex Freeway 
(or bot~) in Houston. 

And so, on it goes over Texas, this increasingly 
serious talk and action on the public transporta­
tion front. It is fondly to be hoped that the talk 
will be sensible and the action realistic. For most 
millions of Texans, automobiles will continue to 
be the only practical means of getting from one 
place to another. The thing to do about mass 
transportation is neither to ignore it nor try to 
make it a cure-all for urban traffic ills (which it 
assuredly is not). 

As the Wall Street Journal recently put it: "For 
the nation in general, the wisest course lies in the 
middle of the road." • 
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IN MEMORIAM 

S. B. Zisman, noted city planner and planning 
consultant, died in San Antonio, March 25, fol­
lowing a short illness. 

Zisman was known throughout the United States 
and abroad as a planner, architect, educator and 
writer. He was a graduate of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and served on its faculty 
in architecture for five years. He was also Pro­
fessor of Architecture at Texas A&M University, 
Visiting Professor of Architecture at the Univer­
sity of Utah, Adjunct Professor of Urban Affairs, 
Trinity University, and Visiting Professor of 
Planning at Our Lady of the Lake. 

Zisman was a member of the American Institute 
of Planners and of the American Institute of 
Architects. He was on committees of the AID 
on Urban Design. Regional Development, a mem­
ber of the AID Committee on Licensing and Reg­
istration, the ICED Task Force on Licensing and 
Registration, and a Consultant to the Board of 
the National Counsel of Architectural Registra­
tion Boards. 

Zisman served as planning consultant in a wide 
range of programs, including city, state and reg-
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ional planning, urban renewal and downtown 
planning. Among the cities where he consulted 
were Washington, D. C., Little Rock, Salt Lake 
City, Atlanta, Fort Worth, Syracuse, Oklahoma 
City, Topeka, Independence, Missouri, and Lock­
hart, Texas. He was associate consultant for the 
Planning Program of the Island of Guam. 

Zisman served the Federal Government as con­
sultant and urban planner for the National Re­
sources Planning Board, as consultant for the De­
partment of Housing and Urban Development, 
and as visiting expert on planning for the De­
partment of Defense. He was a member of the 
Advisory Committee on Design and Planning for 
the Department of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment. He recently completed a study for the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on Open Space Plan­
ning. 

Zisman was formerly Director of the Council on 
City planning in Philadelphia, Chairman of the 
Housing Authority of the City of Bryan, Texas, 
and served in other public and professional 
offices. 

He served as a consultant to the Rockefeller Foun­
dation, the Educational Facilities Laboratories, 
Inc., and served as a consultant in South America 
for the Ford Foundation. 

His professional work included the preparation 
of campus plans for colleges, schools and univer­
sities throughout the country. He was a consul­
tant on campus planning for the New York De­
partment of Education. He was also engaged in 
in the planning and development of a new campus 
for Skidmore College at Saratoga Springs, New 
York, a new campus for Puerto Rico College at 
Caguas, Puerto Rico, and a campus plan for Our 
Lady of the Lake College in San Antonio. 

His work also included industrial planning for 
the Dallas Campus of Texas Instruments, and he 
was the planner for the Great Southwest Indus­
trial Park between Dallas and Fort Worth. 

In San Antonio, Zisman was long active in num­
erous civic activities, including the San Antonio 
Symphony Orchestra, McNay Art Institute, the 
\Vitte Museum, and the San Antonio Conserva­
tion Society. 

The S. B. Zisman Scholarship Fund has been 
established and donations may be sent to 528 
King William, San Antonio. • 
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COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
TORICAL ARCHITECTURE 

excerpts from ~phieal essay by Dennis B. Roach, Texas TeehnoiOiieal Collep 
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In January, 1912, the county of Culberson was 
organized and county offices were set up in 
a suite of private offices and meeting rooms, 
above the Van Horn Store. First mention of 
the Culberson County Courthouse Architect ap­
pears in the Court Minutes of March 11, 1912 
when one E. E. Churchill of Fort Worth sub­
mitted plans and specifications for the pro­
posed structure to the Commissioners Court for 
approval. Modifications in the plans to include 
Van Horn Sandstone on the exterior were re­
quired, and final approval of the documents was 
delayed until April. 
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nd n d rom 

The next step toward realizing a permanent court. 
house for the county came on May 5, 1912, when 
the Commissioners Court met in closed session 
to open bids for construction of the proposed 
building. Bids were submitted by E. G. Whithers, 
$31,610; and E. E. Churchill, $53,000. After long 
closed deliberation by the commissioners, Churc­
hill was informed that if he would be willing to 
accept $50,000 of the bonds, or if the bonds could 
be sold before completion of the construction ac­
cept instead $40,175 in cash the contract would 
be awarded to him. Churchill accepted the offer 
and the final phase of acquiring a permanent 
courthouse was begun on May 15, 1912, with the 
signing of the construction contracts. After 2 
years of construction time, with many delays, the 
courthouse was accepted and final accounting of 
money owed to Churchill for his services as Archi­
tect and Contractor were made on November 21, 
1914. The courthouse which was to become the 
business and social center of Culberson County, 
until abandonment in 1965, was completed at a 
final cost of $44,335. 

The Architect provided a large open courtroom 
space with movable furniture to accomodate the 
various functions required of it. A balcony was 
located over the main entrance and at the rear 
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of the courtroom. The balcony served as a place 
to call the court to order, as well as a spot for 
relaxation during a social event, and a place to 
watch for Van Horn's chief contact with the ou~ 
side world in 1914, the train. Also located on the 
second floor were judges chambers, jury rooms, 
and toilet facilities. The first floor of the edifice 
housed the offices necessary to carry out the 
counties business and store its records. 

The plan is formal in nature with a symmetrical 
pattern of spaces, broken only by the omission of 
a rear entrance, split by a double axis with the 
main axis housing the front entry below and the 
courtroom above. The minor axis houses the cross 
and vertical circulation, elements. Such an ar­
rangement provides convenient access between 
exterior and interior spaces and between interior 
spaces. 

The Van Horn Sandstone used in all loadbearing 
walls and other structural members was hauled 
to the site in large pieces from a quarry 5 miles 
from the courthouse site, and cut into ashlar 
blocks under the supervision of stone mason, C. 
F. Toolen. The massive quality of the sandstone 
and the use of thick heavy load bearing walls 
lend themselves to the use of the term firmness 
as an element of the building. Other major ma­
terials used structurally in the building are; 
wood, concrete and steel. Predominate non-struc­
tural materials include; wood, sheet metal and 
glazed tile. 

First study of the building shows elements which 
were derived from Italian, English, and Spanish 
Renaissance, as well as elements which seem to 
be American in origin. Moving to general fea­
tures, the front elevation, would, if the rounded 
pediment form, and the large window openings 
in the flanking masses were removed, become 
Italian Renaissance in appearance. The squared 
recess in the stone over the arched openings are 
the least frequently seen element in Italian, being 
more characteristic of the buildings of the Eng­
lish Renaissance. It is possible however, that the 
recess was an attempt by the architect to further 
unify the facade. The side elevations could easily 
fit into the Renais._c;ance except for the side win­
dow treatment. 

In 1962, the courthou!<e of Culberson County was 
awarded a medallion by the Texas State Histori­
cal Committee. 

ayout by B. Cani:.aro 
t.4AY, 1970 
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The $600 million Port of New York 
Authority World Trade Center with its 
two 110 story tower buildings, the 
world's tallest, has set a new stan­
dard in construction. 

Mosher in Manhattan Most of the steel is 
on the outside not 
the inside. The only 
interior columns are 
in the core which 
contains the eleva­
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tors ... and this is where Mosher's 
steel is located. Over 13,000 tons, 
including two 56 ton steel columns, 
comprise the lower core of these 
towers. 

It's a long way from Houston to Man­
hattan and Mosher is proud to have 
a part in this history making project. 

o~mOSHER 
STEEL COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE AND PLAN T: 
3910 Wash•ecton Avr., Hovsto11. 
OTHER PUNTS: 
Daltn , lubllcc'. Sin Antonio, 
Sllrtv~rt, Tylrr. 

u•ric.tters 1f slut siatt 1US 

PRATT BOX HENDERSON 
Thomas 0. Williams, Lawrence 
Tabony and Roy Jack McCarroll 
have been made associates in the 
firm of Pratt Box Henderson & 
Partners, architects, 'plannel"s, 
Dallas. 

Williams holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree from Texas 
A & M University 1955. He has 
been with the firm since 1962. 

Tabony holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree from Texas 
A & M University 1960. He 
worked with architectural firms 
in Brownsville and in Denver 
and Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
Tabony joined Pratt Box Hen­
derson in 1964. 

McCarroll holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree from the 
University of Texas 1962. He 
worked with several other Dal­
las architectural firms before 
joining Pratt Box & Henderson 
in 1966. 

ROYDEN BAIR 
Royden Stanley Bair, a Hous­
ton architect, has been elected 
Director, Region 9, of The Con­
struction Specifications Insti­
tute. The Institute with head­
quarters in Washington D. C. is 
a technical society comprised of 
architects, engineers, specifica­
tion writers, material suppliers, 
educators, attorneys, contract­
ors and others interested in con­
struction specifications and cur­
cently has over 11,000 members. 

Mr. Bair served the Dallas 
Chapter as Vice President, 
President and as chairman of 
several committees, and has 
served the Houston Chapter as 
Chairman of the Education 
Committee and as a member of 
the Board of Directors. He was 
a featured speaker at the Insti­
tute's 1965 convention and be­
came a member of the Institute 
Education Committee in 1968 
and assumed the chairmanship 
of the committee in 1969. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT 

People concerned about destruction of the natural 
landscape and loss of open space in urban areas 
may soon find themselves in an unexpected alli­
ance with the traditional "enemy"-the housing 
developer. The possibility is posed in "Cluster De­
velopment," a 138-page report by William H. 
\\'byte, published by the American Conservation 
Association. 

The basic idea of cluster development, as the bro­
chure notes, "is ancient enough: by grouping the 
houses more tightly together, as in the New Eng­
land village, the bulk of a tract can be left open 
for parks and recreation." For years planners 
have urged that developers use this approach, but 
developers were not much interested, and even 
if they had been most local governments wouldn't 

change their zoning to permit it. Just in the last 
few years, however, both developers and local 
governments have begun to realize the need for 
the cluster principle. 

Developers like the idea of decreased costs of 
roads, seu·ers, and other utilities through con­
centration of building. More important, through 
careful site planning, wooded areas, marshes, 
streams and other natural features can be re­
tained to provide usable open space. In the typical 
postwar subdvision, the entire subdivision site is 
occupied by streets and larger but only partially 
useful individual lots. 

Citizen organizations with conservation interest, 
planners, municipal and county officials and edu­
cators--as well as park, recreation and conserva­
tion professionals, landscape architf>Cts and build­
ers-will find "Cluster Development" worth 1·ead­
ing. \\'here existing zoning regulations prohibit 
cluster, Mr. Whyte's book may be an opening 
wedge with planning officials for desirable 
changes. • 

Got a roofing problem ... and 

MAY, 1970 

need a helping hand 

Gifford-Hill will he glad to lend one. 
If you 're hke a lot of folks, roofs are the last thtng you 
think about- untrl something goes wrong . When this 
happens- think about Grfford-Hrll Tile Roofrng- and 
let them lend you a hand. 

G rfford-Hrll has many exciting style-color combinations 
in therr complete hne of trle roofrng .. . one just right for 
you . You'll frnd that the drstinctrve textures and non­
fading colors will complement your home or busrness. 

Make your next roof your last.. . with Gifford-Hrll Trle 
Roofrng It's rated excellent for new construction 
as well as re-roofing, so· call us for further ~ 
tnformatron and a free estimate. ~ 

llffell·lll1 

TII.E I~OOFING DIVISION 
2949 Stemmcns Fretw~y / P 0 Box 4n27 I 214 • 637 3860 Oalln. Texas 75247 
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AUSTIN ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

A study and analysis of increas­
ing pollution problems threaten­
ing Barton Creek, will be a pri­
ority project of the newly­
formed Austin Environmental 
Council. Dense residential de­
velopment along upper Barton 
Creek and the increasing pollu­
tion from waste materials 
dumped directly into Barton 
Creek can lead to eventual de­
struction of the creek and Bar­
ton Springs swimming pool. The 

City of Austin Planning Depart­
ment and the City's Parks and 
Recreation Department have de­
veloped a model plan for Barton 
Creek, aided by contributing ef­
forts from various state and 
federal agencies, including the 
Corps of Engineers, Texas 
Water Quality Board, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, 
U. S. Geological Survey and 
University of Texas Architec­
ture School representatives. The 

new time saver 
FOR USE WITH 

ANY JOSAM ADJUSTABLE STRAINER 
When waterproofing material is set in 
place, the collar, designed with keyhold 
slots, simply drops over the bolts, is ro· 
tated and tightened. 
• LEVELOC screws- "wrench tighten" 
body against pipe for positive grip ... 
faster, easier installation. A great ad· 
vance in floor drain design. 

Write for Manual T J 
Diatrict Sal11 Rtpreamtativt 

UltOLD·LMSO~ JOE 1'. OILLAitO 
I ASSOCIATES I ASSOCIATES 

5110 Slltphtnl Dr. 110 Manultcturlnl Street 
1'.0. lei 7141 Dallal, Tan 75207 

lloattll, TWI 77007 l'hont: 214-741-7701 
I'll-: 713·164·7733 

THE Texas Ardrittctural Foundation offers scholarships in architectural 
education and sponsors research in the profession. Contributions may be 
made as memorials: a remembrance with purpose and dignity. 

TEXAS ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION 
904 PERRY-BROOKS BUILDING 
AUSTIN 
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plan calls for the establishment 
of green belts and parkway 
areas along the creek, and com­
plete environmental and poJJu­
tion controls. 

A group of Austin citizens t·e­
cently filed suit for a declara­
tory judgment to declare Barton 
Creek a navigable stream, to 
preserve the rights of the gen­
eral public to use the creek, its 
bed and banks. Under Texas 
law, a stream is considered navi­
gable if it maintains an average 
width of 30 feet from its mouth 
through the area in question. 
The suit contends that riparian 
landowners along the creek seek 
to deprive the public of their 
rights of access to the stream for 
recreation and other purposes. 

The State of Texas, through the 
Attorney General's office, 
joined the plaintiffs in a suit of 
intervention filed in 53rd Dis­
trict Court here. "Barton Creek, 
from the mouth of the Colorado 
River up to and including that 
portion described in plaintiffs' 
original petition, is a navigable 
stt·eam both in Jaw and fact," 
the plea said. "The bed and 
banks of said Bat·ton Creek are 
owned by the State of Texas in 
trust for the benefit and use of 
all the public of Texas, which 
right of public use includes the 
right of ing1·ess and egress at 
all times for recreational pur­
poses". 

It is also feared that dense de­
velopment along the upper 
reaches of Barton Creek, includ­
ing construction along the 
creek's flood plain, will lead to 
further pollution of the creek 
and eventual destruction of Bar­
ton Springs swimming pool. 
Studies made by the U. S. Corps 
of Engineers indicated that 
floods along Barton Creek have 
occurred at fairly regular inter­
vals over the past 50 years. Con­
struction in the creek's flood 
plain will add further pollution 
hazards. The flood plains have 
been clearly defined in the 
Corps of Engineers Report. • 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



"We get 

beautiful 

results 

every time 

with our 

Electric 

Pizza Oven!" 

Veteran restaurateur frank Sandeaurs is most 
enthusiastic about the subject of electric cooking. 
As the owner of Tony's Pizza in Houston, his pri· 
mary concerns, naturally. are the quality of his 
food and the cleanliness and appeal of his restau­
rant. His electric pizza oven helps him to achieve 
both. 

"Pizzas come out just right," he says. "We get 
accurate temperature control •.. consistent results. 
And not only is the oven fast cooking and easy to 
keep clean, we also feel that it enables us to achieve 
the quality we must have in our specialty product 

Electric Utility Companies of Texas 
P.O. BOX 35006 • DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 

to make our customers want to return again and 
again." 

Tony's other electric features include heating and 
air conditioning. a second pizza oven, three-section 
griddle, fry kettle, food warmers, automatic bun­
toaster grill and a food freshener ... all working 
together reliably and economically to make more 
profits for Mr. Sandeaurs. 

Contact your Electric Utility today, and let them 
demonstrate how electricity can make more profits 
for you! 

A , _, '' ••-t•·••uol u•aiY· 
••• electric •lllltr ... ,."'" ol 
T••*' llf'ft'ltfle e ••"alhlllt .. •• 
... , ... , t ltcltll .... .... 

Architect: Paul B. Ritter, Lake Charles, La . 
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