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B-701 loSolle Tub • B-6402 Corlton Clo,et • B-3250-HS Whittler lovotory 

Surround Your Customers 
with the Practical Luxury of 

Statistics show that the bathroom has a great influenee on the home 
buyer the better the bath facilities, the faster tl,e sale. 

Briggs has led the field in providing the building industry with the 
pradieal luxury of top quality, truly modern bath fixtures at a 
rec1listic price. 

And Briggs has set, the pac-e in pioneering new safety, utility and 
case of installation features in the merchandising of color at, popula r 
prices in the promotion of lhe f-lCCond bathroom as "The New 
Standard for American Living." 

Remember, beautiful color bathrooms Rell homes and Briggs bath
rooms give your salesmen more to show, more to SELL! Join the 
fast growing ranks of home building leadel"I! who surround their cus
tomers witli the practical luxury of Briggs Beautyware. 

Refer to SwHt·, Cotolog - Architecturol Fae 2.olA, light Construction FIie 91, or A.I.A. FIie 29H 

BRIGGS MANUFACTURING COMPANY • 300 BUHL BLDG. DETROIT 26, MICH. 

Full ,1 .. and heigh t! Your customers doservo 1 
lull-size, lull value tub. Brius Beautyw111 pro
vides mort stlhna features. such n tht nlety 
bottom and w1d1 s11t. 

SurfacH hard a1 9la11 are fused to ovtry 
Brius l11ture by e.clusivt m1nulac1urin1 proc
tsstt. These super hard f,n,shes a1v1 you mort 
to sell more lo merch1nd1st I 

Important tn1tallallon l eoturH Include tht 
l11kprool wall flanae and square, 1tra1aht ends. 
All Briu, product. 1r1 ena1nHred to speed up 
your 1nsl1ll1t1on schedules. 

Advanced canslfucllan ol the finest heavy 
11ua1 en1m11tn1 1teel, pressure lormld and 
rttnforctd, prov,d111r11ter value for thebu1ldtr, 
btlltr qu11tty tor the home owner, 

( 



Architectural Terra Cotta and 

Contemporary architecture and Ceramic Veneer 

are an excellent combination ... because the 

material achieves what the plans demand! 

... Flexibility is a factor ... There is only one standard 

for Ceramic Veneer-the standard for quality. 

Aside from that, complete flexibility of 

form, line, size, shadings and color ranges 

is available. 

GREAT SOUTHERN 

Hebrew Educational Alliance-Denver, Colorado 
E. Floyd Redding, Arch,tect 
Crowther & Monholl, Designera 

Durability is a necessity. Ceramic Veneer has 

proved itself lo be almost indestructible. 

Ease of upkeep is important. 

Ceramic Veneer washes clean with soap and water! 

And just as the demand for contemporary 

architecture is growing in the West ... so is the 

demand for the precision product we supply 

to forward-looking architects. 

SUPPLY 

Advice on prellmlnory sketches, con,1ruction 
detolls, color ,omples ond e1tlmotes will be 
furnl,hed without charge . Write for data today. 

COMPANY 
P. 0. BOX 14307 • 6003 MURPHY AVENUE • HOUSTON 21, TEXAS 

Telephone: OLIVE 0655 
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BJ TI r:R 111 ,s WORDS the above photograph'.'! describe 

tlw bc.,uty ,,nd ,1d.1pt.1hili1y of ,m:hi1t·ct11r.1l c-on
crctt·. It is ideal for l>uildini;s of anr kind, size or Myle. 

Architectural concrete possesses great stn·ngth and 

durahilitf. Yet it can be molded cconomic.1lly into 

ornamentation of unu3ual de licacr. It meets t'\'ery 

other c ential structural rc.-quirement fin·s;1fcty, low 

maintenance cxpen~e and low-annual-cod ~crvice. 

By applying the tested and proven princip les of 

q11.1li1y concrt'te construction, archi1t•cts can cit-sign 

architt'ct11ral concrete buildings th,1t will rc:;ist wNthcr 

conditions prevai ling in any p,1rt of the country. Our 

70-p,,gc booklet, "Dnign and Control of Conrrtlt ,\f ix

lurts," is avail.1ble free to help you cleiugn q u,1lity 

concn·tc stnic turcs. It is distributed only in the United 

St:\tcs and Canada. Write for your copy today. 

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
114 EA ST 8th STREET, AUSTIN , TEXA S 

A nolionol orgoni1olion to improve and extend the uses of portland cement and concrete through scientific research and engineering field work 
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History of Houston Chapter, AIA However , in 1940 the Honor Awards 

were instituted and in the year 1941 
a full group of awards were made. By 
1943 the chap ter had grown lo 62 
members. In 1945 the Houston Section 
of the TSA and the South Texas Chap
ter of the AIA became one organiza
tion 

By HIRAM A. SALISBURY. TSA-AIA, Hou,ton 

The history of the Houston Chopter 
of The American Institute of Architects 
parallels to a large extent that of the 
Dallas Chapter. 

Some form of an architectural so
ciety existed in Houston as early as 
1913-not quite so early as was 
claimed for Dallas, but culture was 
slower coming to Houston. No records 
exist of this early organization but 
there are men still living in Houston 
who remember it as a statewide group 

The first architects in Houston to 
join the AIA did so in 1920 -192 1 , The 
records indicate that seven or eight 
men were made members of the na
men were made members of the Na 
tional Institute at that time. Then in 
1923, evidently lo prepare for appli
cation for a charter as a separate 
Chapter, another seven or eight archi
tects became members. Pursuant to this 
action a charter was applied for and 
granted to the South Texas Chapter, 
AIA in 1924 

Fifteen architects were charter mem
bers of the South Texas Chapter. Of 

Q 
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this number nine are still active and 
six are deceased. 

NO RECORD Of EARLY YEARS 

Among these charter members now 
deceased were Ollie J. lorehn , the 
father of the Registration law in Texas, 
and William Ward Watkin , long identi
fied with Rice Institute as Architect and 
Professor of Architec ture. 

There is no record of the activities 
of this early group. The foc i is, no 
records of the Houston Chapter or of 
its predecessor, the South Texas Chap
ter, are available unti l 1940. Evidently 
this is the year the " Rice" boys took 
over the running of the Chapter af 
foirs 

In 1940 the secretary reported 47 
AIA members. No Fellows were in
cluded in this number, two members 
were suspended and one was "dis
eased." The secretary mercifully did 
not divulge the "diseased" member's 
name or the malady from which he 
suffered and there is no further record 
on this unhappy member. 

TSA CONVENTION IN 1946 

In 1946 the South Texas Chapter 
was host to the annual convention of 
the TSA. At this convention unification 
of the Texas Society of Architects and 
The American Institute of Architects 
was accomplished, with TSA becoming 
a regional organization of the AIA and 
the South Texas Chapter becoming the 
Houston Chapter, AIA. By 1946 , the 
Houston Chapter had grown to 135 
corporate members. 

In 1947 Harry 0. Payne of the 
Houston Chapter instituted the group 
insurance plan which has developed 
into such an important part of TSA 
activities. 

AIA CONVENTION IN 1949 

In 1949 Houston was the site of the 
81 st annual convention of the AIA. 
Under the leadership of Kenneth Franz
heim, then president of the Houston 

(Continued on Page 12) 

• From the unique 8½ x 4¼ to the 3" hex, all Monarch tile 
is laboratory developed and designed to allow the architect 

complete freedom. 

Use Monarch Colorb lend Tile wherever enduring, color
ful wall finishes are needed. For industrial, commer

cial and residential plans of all kinds, choose 
versati le Monarch Co lorblend real clay tile . 



False Economy 
Grayson Gill, TSA-AIA of Dallas, president of 

the T exos Society of Architects, points out in on 
important article in this issue the false economy 
involved in the duplication or re -use of plans . 

Well -meaning, but technically uninformed, 
boards and groups of citizens, Mr. Gill points out, 
hove from time to time seized upon the idea that 
savings con be achieved by the duplication or re 
use of plans and specifications from which satis 
factory buildings hove been constructed in the post. 
As a general rule, however, there ore no savings 
in such o procedure. Instead, serious losses often 
ma terialize . 

Among the reason for these losses ore the fol
lowing: Duplicated plans neglect improvements in 
planning; special problems of orientation, site, and 
foundation; and better and more effective use of 
building materials and techniques which ore con 
stantly being developed. Instead of savings, and no 
one con blame a school board for searching out 
possible economies, duplicated plans result in 
buildings which do not suit the site on which they 
ore located, or the uses to which they ore to be put. 
By neglecting these important points, as well as 
newer and better planning, materials, and tech 
niques, duplicated plans lead to false economy and 

to serious losses . 
Mr. Gill cites o resolution by the Wichita Section 

of the Kansas Chapter, American Institute of Archi 
tects, which summarizes the entire problem in clear 
and meaningful language . He points out the power 
ful example of public utilities, operated on the most 
economical and business-like basis, which almost 
without foil use entirely new designs and specifica 
tions for even simple service structures. In summary, 
he shows that duplication or re-use of plans is not 
economy, but false economy and waste which neg 
lects progress and the lessons learned from ex
perience . 

We recommend Mr. Gill's thoughtful article to 
everyone interested in building, and in these days, 
that includes every citizen and taxpayer. 

The Architect and the Merchant Builder 
The Bulletin of the Chicago Chapter, AIA, is de

voted this month to the subject of the new relation 
ship between the architect and the merchant 
builder . 

TEXAS AIICHITECT 

The home builder hos always been o most im
portant factor in the notion's economy. Recently, 
the volume of home building, especially by the 
larger merchant builders, hos been one of the prime 
indicators of U.S. economic health. 

The merchant builder hos always needed the 
skill of the architec t, and architects hove long rec
ognized the size of the possible field for the use of 
their talent and experience in builders' homes. 
There hove always been builders, of course, in 
every price range, who hove retained architects 
for many years. But architects hove not been used 
at all to the extent they should be, in the tremen 
dous home -building activity since World War II. 

In 1952 the United States Gypsum Company de 
cided to do something about this problem. They set 
up a Research Village project, which would (l) seek 
out new design and construction ideas, particularly 
for the merchant builder (2) create new uses for 
building materials and (3) create more livability, 
comfort, safety, and value for the homeowner . 

The Notional Association of Home Builders, and 
distinguished members of the American Institute of 
Architects, including L. Morgon Yost, Kenilworth, 
Ill.; John W. Root, Chicago; and Richard Bennett, 
also of Chicago; all Fellows of the AIA, cooperated 
in important phases of this project. 

One of the resu lts was the selection of six archi 
tects by the members of the AIA advisory panel 
named above. Each of these architects come from 
different climatic areas of the U.S., and the NAHB 
assigned o merchant builder "team mote" to work 
with each designing architect in on advisory capa
city. Among the architects selected was O'Neil 
Ford, TSA-AIA of Son Antonio, with Fronk Robert 
son of Son Antonio as his "team mote" builder. 

Mr. Ford and Mr. Robertson, and the other five 
teams, hove produced homes which ore o great 
credit to both the architectural profession, the 
NAHB, AIA, and merchant builders everywhere. In 
so doing, they hove pointed the way for closer 
cooperation between the architect and the mer 
chant builder, for the benefit of the prospective 
homeowners and John Q. Citizen in general. 

The U.S. Gypsum Company is to be congratu

lated on on excellent project which should help 
everyone concerned in the tremendous industry of 
home -building, including architects, builders, manu
facturers, and home buyers . 
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Duplication Or Re-Use Of Plans 
Is False Economy Leading To Waste 

Virtually every community in Texas , 
and across the entire notion , faces the 
prob lem of classroom shortages and 
the need for heavy additional invest 
ments in its school plant. It is natural , 
therefore, for school board members 
and other citizens to explore every 
feasible means of reducing the cost of 
new classrooms and related facilities . 

Well -meaning , but technically -unin 
formed , boards and groups of citizens 
hove seized from time to time upon the 
idea that savings con be achieved by 
the duplication or re -use of plans and 
specifications from which satisfactory 
buildings hove been constructed pre 
viously. Experience, that hard teacher , 
hos demonstrated that as o general 
rule the anticipated economies do not 
materialize . Furthermore , the end re
sult of using duplicated plans is often 
o considerable loss, both in actual dol 
lars and in many other respects 

REASONS FOR LOSSES 

There ore exceptions lo every gen 
eral rule , including this one , and in 
isolated instan ces the re-use of dupli 
cation of plans hos resulted in good 

By 

Grayson Gill 

TSA-AIA 
Dallas 

buildings which serve the purpose they 
were intended for . These instances ore 
rare, however , and it is natural for you 
to hear about them rather than the 
vastly more numerous coses in which 
duplicated plans hove caused financial 
and other losses of o serious magni 
tude . 

CAUSE EXCESSIVE COSTS 

The reason is that duplicated plans 
neglect improvements in planning , spe
cial problems of orientation , site, and 
foundation; ond better and more effec 
tive use of building materials and tech 
niques , in addition lo other important 
factors . 

They thereby often cause excessive 
costs and result in buildings which sim
ply do not serve the purposes for which 
they were intended or the environment 
in which they ore located . 

The Wichita Section of the Kansas 

Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects hos presented to the Boord 
of Educat ion of Wichita the following 
statement : 

" Certainly in the public interest 
every effort shall be toward the best 
possible school facilities with the most 
economi cal construction and operating 
costs . 

EDUCATION NOT STATIC 
" Education is not o static thing , but 

dynam ic It is o challenge lo the school 
administrators lo keep the curriculum 
current and progressive . It is also o 
challeng e, and o duty of the Architect 
and the school officials , to provide 
facilities that ore advanced in all re
spects 

We believe the following points lo 
be important in the development of 
well designed schools . 

( 1) " Duplication of buildings gener 
ally prevents proper improvements and 
progress . 

(2) " Each new pro ject no matter 
how identical in basic needs provides 
the opportunity lo : Do o better job of 
planning ; simplify and improve con 
struction methods; incorporate more 
economical methods of construction; 
make better use of space ; and profit 
from previous experien ce. 

(3) " A new project leaves the Arch -

SWINGING DOORS• SLIDING PANELS• CASEMENT WINDOWS• PROJECTED WINDOWS 

. .. as illustrated in Sweets 

IHO, U • •• l'AT. 0 ..... 

R. H. FOLMAR COMPANY MANUFACTURERS AUSTIN, TEXAS 
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itect free to take advantage of: Utility 
locations, community requirements, 
topography, orientation, location, traf
fic requirements, presen t and future 
requirements, and available space . 

(4) "Money and time saved in du
plication of planning may often be 
lost in attempting to make the building 
fit a site, in losing an opportunity for 
improved and more economical plan
ning and construction details, etc . It is 
felt that advanced planning as used 
by the board in certain instances does 
much to solve the time problem and ob
tain better results. 

" We believe tha t as Architects we 
can better serve you and the commu
nity by designing each building re
quired as a separate project. " 

This importan t statement speaks for 
itself. 

EXAMPLE FROM BUSINESS 

Public utilities companies have made 
an outstanding record of holding down 
the cost of their services, and in the 
case of the electric power industry 
have made amazing reductions in the 
cost of their services as a result of ex
haustive studies of every element of 
their operation. The duplication of any 
construction work, of which these utili-

ties do a large volume, is the very rare 
exception. Simple service structures of 
identical function, built at intervals of 
only a year or two, are executed from 
entirely new documents incorporating 
improvements resulting from a careful 
analysis by operating personnel and 
the architect of operations in the facil 
ity last built. 

Unfortunately public buildings do not 
have the benefit of the close and criti 
cal scrutiny given to their facilities by 
the continuing management of public 
utility companies. 

PROFESSIONAL SKILL EMPHASIZED 

An architect of professional stoture 
will be critical of his own work and 
that of others in connection with exist 
ing buildings which are the prototypes 
of projected buildings under new build 
ing programs . It is lhis responsibility to 
present to those public officials respon
sible for new building programs the 
possibilities of imp1roved design and 
the effective application of new mate
rials and techniques to the end that 
more useful buildings may be provided 
at lower cost . 

Too much emphasis has been placed 
upon the drawings and specifications 
for building construction . They are in-

struments of service only , and are com 
parable to the surgeon 's instruments 
and the hospital staff and facilities . It 
is the skill of the surgeon that results 
in a successful operation and likewise 
it is the skill of the professional archi 
tect with the aid of these instruments of 
service , the drawings and specifica 
tions, which produces the best buildings 
al the lowest cost. 

CHANGES IN TECHNIQUE 

The surgeon performs successive op 
erations in the same operating room , 
but his procedure for identical opera 
tions must be adopted to the individual 
characteristics of his patient , and from 
week to week and year to year his 
technique changes as a result of his 
own experience and that of his fellow 
practitioners . 

I hope that the analogy is clear, and 
that I have demonstrated here and 
elsewhere in this ar ticle some convinc 
ing argument for what private corpora 
tions have found long ago : The profes 
sional skill of the architect , studying 
each individual school in the terms of 
the problems and requirements in
volved, will give you a satisfactory and 
economical building. Duplicated plans 
give you only the risk of static think 
ing, dissatisfaction , and waste . 

ASPHALT PAVING is a FLEXIBLE paving 
... does not break like RIGID paving 

Asphalt, the flexible paving , is 

always in contact with the foun 

dation. 

Rigid pavement becomes a beam 

when subgrade settles . Heavy 

loads break this beam . Con 

tinued application can cause 

pumping or additional breaking 

at some point several feet away . 

Always specify ASPHALT PAVING 

... the flexible paving that costs 

less and lasts longer . 

Standard size for Texas Bitulithic 

4" paving 
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By 

Grayson Gill 

TSA-AIA 

Presidonl , 
Teras Society 
of Archilech 

The planning of activities during 
Texas Architects ' Week, staged by the 
twelve chapters of the Texas Society 
of Architects during the week of April 
13 through 20, was orgoni:zed under 
the leadership of Harold Calhoun , 
chairman of the public relations com
mittee , TSA, to insure participation by 
the 1 2 Chapters in the stole. 

Chapter functions arranged for TAW 
bring to the attention of increasing 
numbers of the general public a better 
understanding of the functions ond 
services of the architect . Public interest 
and ottention , we found , was stimu
lated by cords , posters and TSA 
stomps , and fostered at the local level 
by the chapter affairs during TAW. 

An example of effective activity al 
the local level was the dinner arranged 
by Amarillo members of the Panhandle 
Chapter for Wednesday night , April 
13, ot the Amarillo Country Club . This 
was on illustration of the possibility of 
bringing the celebration of T exos Arch
itects ' Week to various cities within a 
Chapter area which covers a relatively 
large territory , giving the widest pos 
sible diffusion to this public relations 
activity of the Society. 

Special TAW chapter meetings fea 
tured craftsmanship oword dinners 
honoring outstanding craftsmen in the 
building trodes, recognition of owords 
to members of our profession, exhibits 
of the work of the architectural schools, 
chapter competitions and exhibition of 
architectural work by TSA members, ac 
tivities of the architects wives ' auxil
iaries, civic activities of chapters ond 
individuals in connection with urban re 
development ond similar projects, 
sponsoring of ort museum exhibits and 
notionally recognized speakers on 
timely subjects of interest to our pro 
fession and the public , and many other 
events . 

The planning of Texas Architects ' 
Week was undertaken as soon os the 
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public relations committee was appoint · 
ed lost November . The public relations 
committee chairmen of the Chapters 
comprising the TSA committee , direct 
ing this work kept their local arrange 
ments moving ot a creditable rote ond 
the results of TAW reflect not only the 
energetic management of this most ef
fective public relations medium but the 

COMPARE 

interest and hard work of the individual 
Chapter members. 

Texas Architects ' Week for 1955 hos 
established o mork to shoot ot in the 
future . It proved to be on effective 
contribution of the architects of Texas 
to a better understanding of their re 
sponsibilities by the public, to whose 
service they ore dedicated. 

with any other 

WINDOW 

~ 
1(/od, ~ e,.,'/,te,,, 

Wholesale only 
TEMPlE . FORT WORTH . SAN ANTONIO 

Steel Columns, Beams, Trusses, 

other Membrane fireproofing 

to Lath and Plaster 

{ eM.i4 ~~ 
ve~ 
.; ~ 

v½~kl 
V ½,k tiJze ~ 

TEXAS BUREAU FOR LATHING & PLASTERING 
L I 607 Perry-Brooks Building Austin, Texas 
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Impertinent Comments On 
Japanese Life And Architecture 

family gathering room next to the 
kitchen. Even the latest houses are not 
good examples of insulation. Insulation 
is not one of the advantages of the 
two-inch plaster wall panel, the 1/J -inch 
exterior cedar siding, nor of the gen 
erous use of sliding paper and glass 

By TOM W. SHEFELMAN 
Editor·s Note: Mr. Shefelman is II young 

T nas architect who has been traveling and 
studying in Japan with his wife Janice. 

This room has been our temporary 
Tokyo quarters for a month. It is cheap, 
7000 yen or about 20 American dol
lars per month. It is refreshing in its 
simplicity and so clean we can eat off 
the floor. No shoes in here, please. Any 
time we clutter it up with our misplaced 
belongings or fail tod ust and wipe the 
polished woodwork in the morning, we 
feel our own lives cluttered and un
clean. Indeed , Shinto taught one ethic 
well - be clean! This teaching meant 
not only elimination of dirt and filth 
but of clutter. Even if one must possess 
objects, each is to be either isolated 
for its usefulness and beauty, or is to 
be put away out of sight. In the private 
life of many Japanese, this well-en
grained teaching is still clearly evident. 
Sometimes, perhaps, it is carried to 
painful extremes. 

KEEPING WARM IN JAPAN 

This little room of ours is also cold. 
Central heating is far from common in 
even the more expensive houses. Neith-

er are we blessed with a "kutatsu" or 
foot warming pit in the middle of the 
floor. We have seen these in some 
houses usually located in the principal 

~ . 

(Continued on next page) 
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The public bath or "Sinto", men's side. 

ECONOMICAL ANSWER TO A B1!/LDJNC NEED. • • 

• Of heavy extruded cilum inum 

For further ,nlormotion contod one of 
our Texas wore'1ouses 

HOUSTON • DALLAS • FOil WOITH • AUST IN 
,on UTHUl • IEAUMONT • UYTOWN 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

Monuloctured by 

207 N. MAIN 
HOUSTON 

Binswanger's -

"I A " 
L_...>.,SUDING WALL 

- budget priced to flt a 
large building market 

EASY TO INSTALL ON THE JOB 

LONE ST AR is o new self-contained, 
full -frame, sill-roller unit of heavy ex
truded aluminum. Because it incorporates 
Gulfspray manufacturing know-how it 
offers quality features at such an eco
nomical cost that moderate priced homes 
can enjoy a deluxe luxury. 

• 1/n•ad) am•mbled for quick. eas_) 
i 11 ,ta/lat ion 

• JI it/, 11('11' . 1/IIJ)fOtl'd /I EAT/I ER 
and I/\Sl:.CT-PROOFIVG feature., 
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doo rs. The "hibachi" or charcoal urn 
is still the usual means for keeping 
warm in these cold litt le houses during 
the winter. Around this we huddle to 
worm our hands while the rest of our 
body must depend principally upon 
worm clothing. It seemed fantastic to 
us at first to discover that even o small 
gas stove is considered quite on in
vestment by most Japanese. It seems 

not so fantastic now. The overage sal
ary in on architectural firm we ore well 
acquainted with here amounts to 
roughly 40 American dollars per 
mon th. And in view of the present 
economic situation in Japan, these boys 
are lucky to hove jobs. 

THE PUBLIC BATH 
As for bathing, it would hove been 

quite inconvenient to use the household 

SPECIFY 

BUILDING PLUMBING 

DRAINAGE PRODUCTS 

FOR THE FINEST IN Q UALITY A ND ENG INEERING DESIGN 
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Z-1326 SUPREMO PERFEC T SEAL CLEANOUT 
Floor level Typ• Provide, gos ond water tight can• 

neclton, cover always eosy to remove. Adjustoble tap 
compensate, for variations in floor surfoce. Write for 
New Manual 54-4. 

Z-1396 ZUR N WALL HYDRANT-Non - Freuing 
Type For concealed flush installation in any type of 
wall construction. Working ports eosily removable, Avoil • ~ 
able in ¾" and I " pipe size, Write for New Manuol ~ 
54,S. 

ZURN products ,nclude everything for Drainage System, from Roof to Bosoment . 

1-:'-(1,t.MI\K ,\Jt§ AUt,1 

J. -'· z1111, ,,n,. c·o . 
~NIK. l "A• 

IU ,t>Jl l"',1""-Tl :11 II\ $ 
. 'TERLIS G & ~ E,VBY .· 

ALO&.JtT A. TWWLt,rO, ~-. t. P. 11 11l&'' ~l(WHY ~ 
r o . uox 002~ - nol -.ro:-. ,, 11a 1 ~l\l't,• : ,\\ 1:.- 0\1 .r.,, :, · . 

.JIT-OUO 1 J -220:'i 

bath in our landlady 's residence. 
Wheneve r we could not confirm to the 
family's bathing hours we would hove 
to buy our own charcoal and fire up 
the hot water heater themselves. Au to
matic central hot water heaters ore o 
luxury in most homes. The deep wood 
en tub is still the most commonplace 
among families which con afford o pri
vate both . Sometime before bathing 
time it is filled with cold water, and the 
wood or charcoa l fire is star ted in the 
adjacent hot water heater. A single 
pipe circulates the cold wa ter through 
the fire and out again into the tub. This 
process continues until the several 
bothers using the bath on any given 
day hove been accomodoted. In both 
the private family both and the public 
bath all soaping and rinsing is done 
outside of the tub, and the water is 
near boiling . So the lost in li ne is not 
supposed to concern himself with 
thoughts of sanitation just because the 
some water hod simmered several 

bodies before him. 
We hove chosen to use the public 

both or "sinto" whe re someone else 
does the firing up and we just do the 
bathing. These establishments ore well 
distributed throughout Tokyo. 'rhey ore 
generally clean, spacious though often 
crowded and, contrary to some misun
derstandings in Western countries, 
quite respectable to this very day. The 
sexes ore segregated. 

Yet, should one of the sexes be 
within viewing range of the other when 
ei ther is undressed there appears to be 
no embarrassment except, perhops, to 
the foreigner . The arrangement on 
each side of the " partition" consists, 
generally, of o large dressing room 
with motted floor and the bathing 
room with a huge tile tub, rows of hot 
and cold water faucets, tile floor, 
wooden bucke ts and o steamy atmos

phere . 

After removing our shoes, Janice 
and I enter our respec tive sides, pay 
15 yen each, undress, throw our clothes 
in baskets and poss through gloss slid 
ing doors to soap, rub, rinse and tub 
along with the curious Japanese both 
ers. We still feel o bit awkward as the 
children store at these 'tore, pole 
bodies, which turn violently pink ofter 
o simmering in the tub . But any such 
embarrassment is more than offset by 
the wonderful worm glow we feel for 
on hour or two ofter leaving the sinto . 
During o Winter of living Japanese 
style such warmth is o luxury we could 
hardly do without. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



Texas Construction Council 
Works In Public Interest 

officials of small municipalities which 
do not have full time staffs of legal 
and engineering advisors. It has had 
wide circulation, not only in Texas, but 
has been requested by municipal offi
cials of many municipalities in other 
states. 

The Texas Construction Council is on 
association sponsored by the League of 
Texas Municipalities , The Texas Society 
of Professional Engineers, Municipal 
Contractors Association and Texas So
ciety of Architects. It was organized in 
1945, but at that time did not include 
the Texas Society of Architects . The 
Texas Society of Architects became af
filiated with the Council in 1949 and 
has been represented continuously 
since. 

At present, the T.S.A. representatives 
to the Council are Preston M. Geren, 
Sr., Chairman, J. Earl Neff , C. 0. Chro
master and Leo M. J. Dielmann. 

The purpose of the Council can best 
be expressed by quoting the preamble 
to its Constitution: 

"Realizing the responsibility 
placed upon public officials, prac
ticing engineers, architects and con
structors in expending public funds 
for i"t,Provements which directly af
fect the health and welfare of the 
citizenship of a community, we dedi
cate the Texas Construction Coun
cil to o closer cooperation between 
these organizations which must co
operate and collaborate if the best 
interest of the public is served." 
The Council is required to have on 

annual meeting during the month of 
December each year. Special meetings 
may be called from lime to time by 
the President and must be called upon 
written request of five members. The 
Council and the Boord of Directors 
shall also meet on the second Saturday 
of March and June at places desig
nated by the President. 

NEW MANUAL PREPARED 
At the meetings of the Council mat-

ters of interest to the various members 
and matters of public interest are 
brought up for discussion. Notable 
among the Council's achievements 
have been preparation of documents 
of interest to its membership and to 
the public officials of municipalities of 
Texas. Chief among these documents 
is one entitled " Municipal Officials 
Manual. " This manual was prepared 
by a committee of the membership and 
was published through the courtesy of 
the Municipal Contractors Association. 
It deals primarily with municipal con
struction and the problems which mu
nicipal officials face in connection 
therewith. It is a useful document for 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

By Preston Geren, Sr. 
TSA-AIA 

Fort Worth Another document of interest and 
(Continued on next page} 

Spark ling White Marble 

and 20 Other Colors 

for Roofing & Terrano 

4 Shades of Green Now So Popular 

We have an inventory of 100,000 bags; can fill orders for 

one or more colors immediate ly. 

DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY 
2800 E. 17th ST. PHONE 2-3440 AUSTIN, TEXAS 

·~ 

COMPLETELY WEATHERTIGHT - COMPLETELY MODERN 

<O•lil) ALL-WETHR WINDOWS 
More th.rn one million IDEAi , AII-Wc1hr Windo,~~ are in use today. They have 

won popu larit ) hccau,c tl1c> arc rnmplctcl) modern in e, ery respect. 
Made of ,elctt wood, they are far he11cr in,ula1or, aAain~t heat and cold than 

"indowi made of mher material-.. That mean~ that air-rnnditioninA unit~ and he:uinA 
,) \tern, can perform with s:reater cfl,cicnq at Ins cost. And wood window, are perfccll> 
adapted to our AAe of Color. Painted or lini,hed na1ural, tl1e> bernme an imporcnnt part 
of dt-rnra1he themes. 

IDEAL AII-Wethr Window~ arc Pre,ervative Treated to last a "houielimc." The) arc 
1hornuAhl) wc:11hcr\lrippcd to seal out dust, drafts, rain. 

In the homes )OU plan, ,pecify window~ 1ha1 arc trul) modern IDFAl. All-\'Qe1hr 
\\ indo" \, 

Made by the maker• of IDEAL Kitc:hena and IDEAL Pano! Doors 

SOLD AT BUILDING MATERIAL STORES 
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Clay Products Association 
Products Meet Standards 

Brick and tile from members of the 
Clay Products Association of the South
west now meets latest revisions of the 
applicable American Society for Test
ing Materials specifications. Copies of 
all ASTM standards applicable to clay 
products hove been mailed to more 
than 1200 architects and engineers in 
the Southwest by the Association. 

FURNITURE 
INFORMATION 

INTERIOR 
LAYOUTS 

GRAPHIC 
PRESENTATION 

CLIENT 

SHOWROOM 

DESIGN 
DEPARTMENT 

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

SOUTHERN INSPECTION SERVICE 
lMGIMHltS IMS,ECTIOM & TUTS 

, . 0 . 1 .. I U06 Housto~ 
HU ..... 

P O. lorno,d 
M9r VA-'6 21 

Houston, Toxo1 
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Lilliott Named Head 
Of Newly-Formed UH 
School of Architecture 

Richard W. Lilliott, TSA-AIA of Hous· 
ton, has been named director of the 
newly-formed School of Architecture at 
the University of Houston. 

An architecture program wos initi
ated at the University of Houston in 
1945, under the School of Engineering , 
with about seven students. Since that 
time the deportment had grown to 191 
students, with a five-yeor curriculum 
which was fully accredited. 

The department had opened a new 
$160,000 architecture building in 
1953. Mr . Lilliott has been with the 
University of Houston since 1940, and 
has been professor of architecture 
since 1945 when a department of 
architecture was first organized at the 
university. 

Houston Chapter ... 

Chapter, a highly successful convention 
was held from March l 1 to March 18. 
At this convention Frank Lloyd Wright 
was given the Institute 's Medal. By this 
time the Houston Chapter hod over 150 
members, of which members six were 
Fellows of the AIA. 

The Houston Chapter will again be 
hosts lo the Texas Society of Architects 
in 1955, from November 2-4 at the 
Shamrock Hotel, and in preparation 
for the convention the Chapter elected 
on unusually strong slate of officers. 
The officers ore: Thompson McCleary, 
president; Baldwin N. Young, first vice
presidenl; Mace Tungate, Jr., second 
vice-president; Gunter W. Koetter, sec
retory, and Charles F. Sullivan, treas
urer. 

Auxlllory Orgonl&od In 1954 

All committees ore ably staffed, with 
the public relations committee under 
the chairmanship of Robert W. Maurice 
and the honor awards committee under 
the chairmanship of Ralph A. Ander
son, Jr. being unusually oclive at this 
time. 

In 1954 wives of the architects in 
the Houston Chapter organized a 
Women's Auxiliary. The Auxiliary was 
on immense help in the observance of 
Texas Architects' Week in 1954 and 
again in 1955. 

The Houston Chapter is now mode 
up of 1 83 corporate members of the 
AIA of which 10 ore Fellows , 32 as
sociates, 27 junior associates and five 
TSA associates. 

Fehr & Granger 
Win Medal of Honor 
In Chapter Competition 

The medal of honor in the Chapter 
competition of the Central Texas Chap· 
ter, TSA, has been presented to Fehr 
& Granger for their design of the new 
high school at Victoria. 

Two awards of merit were given in 
the same competition. One went to 
Page, Southerland & Page, Austin, for 
a new Austin elementary school. The 
other award was to Niggli & Gustaf
son, Austin, for the Terrace Motel in 
Austin. 

Pictures of the winning designs will 
be shown in subsequent issues of the 
TEXAS ARCHITECT. 

W. H. Fulkerson, Jr. Heads 
Dallas Chapter of A.I.D. 

W. H. Fulkerson, Jr., Dallas deco
rator, has been elected president of 
the Dallas Chapter of the American 
Institute of Decorators. 

Texas Construction Council 
importance is a form of contract for 
engineering services between munici
palities and engineering firms. This has 
just recently been approved by the 
Council and also hos been approved 
by the Texas Society of Professional 
Engineers, which organization hod a 
committee of its own working on this 
project. At the meeting of the Council 
held in Houston, Morch 5th, a Publica
tion Committee was appointed lo seek 
ways and means of publishing this par
ticular document. 

T.S.A. is well represented on the 
Council as its representatives ore faith
ful in attendance. The annual meeting 
in Fort Worth, December 1954, was at
tended by Preston M. Geren, J. Earl 
Neff and C. 0. Chromoster. The Spring 
meeting in Houston was attended by 
Preston M. Geren and Earl Neff . Meet 
ings in Austin hove been attended by 
Preston M. Geren, J. Earl Neff, and Leo 
M. J. Dielmonn. 

At the present time, the Officers of 
the Council ore as follows: 

Austin P. Hancock, City Manager of 
Abilene, representing League of Texas 
Municipalities, President 

Preston M. Geren, Architect of Fort 
Worth, representing Texas Society of 
Architects, Vice-President 

C. M. Thelin, Director of Public 
Works, Fort W o r t h, representing 
League of Texas Municipalities, Secre· 
tary-T reosurer. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



Pinpointing 

high style 

and 

functional 

beauty with 

CORDOVA 
CREAM 

LIMESTONE 

Competes With 
Locally Quarried Stone 

When !-hipped in blocks 
and ..,Jabs by low co,t "ater 

freight and fabricated by 
lol'al cut-.tonc t·ontractors, 

Cordova Lime"tone is 
c·ompcti t ively priced. Write 
today for sampleQ, detailed 
information and beautiful 

color '-hO\\ ings of Cordo, ·a 
Cream Limestone. Let m, 

,ho,, you ho1, you can U'-e 
Cordova "ith a local 
<·utstonc contrac tor. 

TEXAS 
QUARRIES, INC. 

P. O. Box 91 • Austin, Texas 

\e" \now Park plant of the Parker Pen 
Compan) e,t.>mplifies the advanced de~ign and 
high st) le Cordova Cream Limt•stone makes 
po,sible for modern commercial plants. 
B) U'-ing Romani) pc, splitfoce Cordova 
Cream Limestone in single course heii;dll, the 
architects lul\c achieved a building "ith clean 
functional beauty in keeping with the 
product tha t is manufactured in it. 

Combining u rich cream to golden color "ith 
strength and permanency, Cordova Lime.,tone 
ht.>re a~sumcs added natural beaut> through it, 
plca.,ing irregular appearance and trim 
of '-mOoth fini"h Cordova Cream. 
Whether it b used for residential, commercial 
or in~titutional buildings it i" ah, uys a 
mark of -,uperior architecture. 



... Smooth as a Flagship Flight! 

lmtrh.'ltfl A,rl,m~ Int, rn"'"'""' ff mlin• /loom, Sqn l11tm,;,, \lunir,,w,J lirp.,rt. ~n fnton10. Tc.v,-,. 

The :--mooth, closely-textured :,urface of Azrock is 
no accident - it's deliberately built into this 
rugged a:-.phalt tile - to make it easier to clean 
and keep cl<,an. Azrock ':, c.len,e inter-laced ~truc
ture means }Can, of extra \\Car, too. 

And wh<'lher it's a modern airline terminal ... a 
hospital, re:-lauranl, :-chool or home ... \zrock sets 
the color tlwme \\ ith lighter, brighter colors ) ou 
wouldn't c:xpect lo find in this low-co:,t flooring. 
Azrock color:--arc smart and modern ... clean and 
bright ... C'ompatiblc \\ ith modern decor. 

Azrock is made lo order for the quickened 
tempo of today's li, ing. It's ea--y lo look al .. . 
easy lo \\ alk on ... and ea:.y to keep looking right. 

\\ ith all its extra qualitie,, Azrock co:-ts no more 
than ordinary a-.phalt tile- a longer wearing, 
better looking flooring \\ ith exceptionally low co:--t. 

IT'lten there is no added cost, why not specify the best
quality A:rock Asphalt Tile. Samples and detailed prod11ct 
dClta sent on req11est witho11t obligation . 

ASPHALT TILE 

AZROCK PRODUCTS DIVISION • UVALDE ROCK ASPHALT CO. 

FROST BANK BUILDING • SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 

MAKERS OF VINA-LUX • AZROCK • DURACO • AZPHLEX 
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