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Problems and opportunities concerning the development of 

the human environment on the Texas-Mexico border are 

of vital concern to aU citizens, particularly so to the pub­

lic officials and professionals who are charged directly with 

the formation of policies and plans for the border region. 

This issue of the Texas Archite<:t features a white paper 

document "The Texas National Border" to assist these 

persons of leadership toward bette r understanding of the 

need for collaborative efforts and to suggest actions to­

ward fulfilling the potentials of the border and its people. 
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To achieve its objective, the design of the new high 
school had to be a balance of many factors. Prime con­
sideration was given to three - education, environment 
and economy. 

EDUCATION. This school was designed to house 2200 
students in grades 9 through 12 in a departmental or­
ganization. Future expansion of these facilities to in­
crease the capacity to 2500 students would be possible 
by the addition of a parallel classroom wing to the north. 

The library, as the heart of the curr iculum, is centrally 
and prominently located. It serves students in class groups 
and as individuals doing research and review. It serves 
teachers in curriculum work, professional research and 
materials production. It can serve individual depart· 
ments by a cart system. 

Provision is made for large group instruction by fold­
ing partitions in certain classrooms and in the audi­
torium. The auditorium can be used' more frequently 
by groups smaller than its total capacity by being divisi­
ble and allowing for the stage to be used by the adjoining 
drama rooms. 

Unforeseen changes in the educational program demand 
convertibility of teaching spaces. The back-to-back class­
room arrangement and removable partitions will allow 
for the redivision of spaces required by these changes. 

ENVIRONMENT. In this compact plan, the main cor­
ridors on both Aoors open to the spacious outdoor lobby 
to the school - the Activity Veranda. The veranda was 
created by grouping the programmed outdoor covered 
elements, such as exterior corridors; lobbies for the audi­
torium, the gymnasium and the administrative suite; 
student locker area; and outdoor snack bar dining space. 

The east-w~l axis of the school provides protection to 
the veranda from the north-northwest cold winds. De­
signed with air conditioning in mind (added during 
construction) the school has a minimum of glass in its 
perimetc>r brick wallc:, except in those spaces which face 
the protective veranda. 

ECONOMY. The building embodies many of the estab­
lished criteria in con<.truction cost controls. Chief among 
these are: (1) compactness, (2) use of outdoor corridors, 
and (3) rrpetitive units in structure. These also effect 
the economic installation and operation of the air con­
ditioning systrm when considered with the environ­
mental controls such as maximum brick walls and pro­
tected glass areas. 

Photograph.• bi, Ed Stewart, Hoiuto11 
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Thu view of th.e 11era11da of th.e Spri11g Wood. High. School 
•how• th.e entrance to the auditorium at the right. The im­
trancu to the gym at the far end (right center) and the two­
•tory library (left corner) are al•o •how11. 

Principal W. W. Emmon• •how• new •tudent• how partition• in 
auditorium divide •pace into three large-group in•tructio11 
area•. Auditorium can alto be u.ed a• theater-in-round, and 
al•o ha. ope11 area behind ,toge. 

Spri11g Wood. High School u epacfotu buildi11g with. all clou­
room, reached from mall area. Wheel chair ramp at lower left 
011d auditorium e11tra1tce u at right. 
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Planning ,annot be the end in itself; 
it must be the mtans to an end. 

The Texas Society or Architects has dedicated itself to 
thi!I task and welcomes other profes.,;ion<1 and other citi· 
zens to join them in this enviable and exciting oppor· 
tunity for Texas to assume the leadership with action in 
the border dcvdopment program . It is a challenge to this 
generation to leave as its hnitagc to future gt>nf'ration!I 
of Texans and Mexicans the tangible evidence or their 
glorious hi~torical traditions in developing this hemi· 
8J>here. 
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I. THE TEXAS BORDER 

Tht' unprl'dictahle Rio Grande.>, fil'rce or languid by 
turn", formci the 900 milt> bordn hetwttn T«'xas and 
Mf'xico. Thi" far rl'aching fronlic.>r he,i;ins at Brownwilll' 
whl'rt' thf" ancient Rio Bravo ends it!! long journey to the 
Gulf of Mexico and traces up<1trl'am, northwestward. This 
rl'rtile lower vallt>y ici a cor rid or or urhanized communi­
tiM of San Benito. Harlingrn, M«'Tcede!'I, Wt"!"laco, Donna, 
Pharr, McAllf'n and l\fo,.,ion. In tht> Mexican counter­
part of thi'I corridor on the south !'lide or the river are 
the town<1 or Matamoros, Reynocta and Camargo. 

The land bt-<-omes arid and rolling aci the river border 
ed~es northward pa!llt the towns of Roma, Zapata and 
San l,macio. At the hicttoric twin citie!I o( Laredo-Nuevo 
I..art"do the crux of the trade rout~ from Mexico to the 
United Stat('!! llt'twt>en Monterrey and San Antonio i'I 
rPachpd. 

The ranch country of Eagl<' Pa!>S-Piedras Negras and the 
prospering agric-ultural area or Del Rio-Villa Acuna, with 
the nearhy Ami .. tad Dam, !'leparate the lower from the 
cPnlral region. For 300 miles along the border th~ are 
tht> only cities in exi .. tence. 

Swt>eping wide around the Chi!IO'I Mountains with the Big 
Bend National Park at its crc-:t, the boundary crosctt>'I 
tht' Sierra Madrl' Oriental to the We!lt side of the moun­
tain range, and pa"!'ling only the twin c-ommunities of 
PrNlidio and Ojinaga, it reachf'!I the hi~h El Paso valll'y 
whf"re the mt"lropolitan complex or El Pa11<> and Ciudad 
Juarez ri'le'I from lush surrounding fields. 

Our national boundary cea~s to be the Rio Grande after 
it rearhf'S El Pa!IO. It 'ltrl'tches wegtward for 175 milell 
acro,'I New Mt'xico, 350 milNI neros!'I Arizona, and finally 
over Raja California to the Pacific Ocean. From the Gulf 
or Mt'xico to thl' Pacific Ocean, with the exct>ption of 
thf" 'lhort California horder and two or three othrr citi~. 
there are no major population crnters other than tho~ 
in Tt'xas. 
Bt'cau~ of our nt'arnt'S.'I to Central Mexiro and its con­
Ct'ntration of indu .. trial and commercial citie:-1, Tt'xas 
llhareci the mo"t important ~gmrnt of our national fron­
tier with our increaciing aflluc>nt routhern neighbor. In­
derd, Tt'xa'I i!'I thl' gateway for vPhirular and railroad 
traffic to Mexico. The mo!lt fr<'quc>ntly travt'lt'd inter­
national highway!'I cro'IS our border from Texas towns 
to tht'ir twin communities in Ml'xico. Railroads also cross 
many of the point!'! or have border tc.-nninals such as 
that at Ojinaga acro,<1 from Presidio, and othl'r crOS-'lings 
are local in character. 

Thf" hi!ltorie trade routes from Mexico to the United 
State~ are from Tampico and Ciudad Victoria to Mata­
moros and Brown!lville to the ea"t; from Mexico City to 
Monterrey to Laredo to San Antonio in the central 
region; and from Durango to Chihuahua to Ciudad 
Juarez and El Pa!IO to the north. The ten Texas counties 
along our national border are populatt'd by 800,000 peo­
plt', more than 65 per cent of them bearing Spani!lh sur­
namrs. American tourisb spent 1670 million annually 
in Mf'xico. 80 pt'r cent of this in the border region. Yet 
becau!le or the growing purchasing power of the Ml'xi­
can", more than half our money is returned to the United 
Sta tes. 
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Citizens of both sides cr~'I the border at will, numbering 
70,000,000 timt'S a year. Other than the Immigration and 
Cu,;tom officia)c;, our border ici !lCarcdy guarded. Fort 
Brown, Fort Duncan and other bygone garrisons are now 
tranc;formed into parks and college campuc;es, This is the 
Texa'I border peacefu l, drow!'ling, sometimes yearning 
for ({Teater opportunities, but lulled hy an imhul'd senc;e 
o( manana. This is the national frontier between a 
country of great cultural heritage and emt"r~ing industrial 
might and an acknowledged economic, political and mili­
tary power of the world. That this border has remain<'d 
!'IO unprepoMe,.,ing is almost incredible. 

II. TIIE CASE FOR BORDER DEVELOPMENT 

Our cities grew from villages and hamlets along the val­
leys, at the trade routrs and near the military hac;tions. 
Growth and development have taken the what·C-Omes­
naturally mt"thod. One may justifiab ly a!'lk the purpo!'lt" for 
conc<'rn about the future development of our hordE"r cities 
at this mid-twentieth century. 

Years ago events moved gradually, but today our com­
munities need to strive hard not to be left behind. Jn. 
du~trialization and mechanization have made u!I a new 
people - more mohile, with more lei'lure time. Many of 
the old 11tructures are now anachronisms dut" to the im­
men~ly at'cl'lerated pace of urbanization. Our horder 
cities have not moved forward with new developments to 
merit the potentially availab le h<'nefits. 

Fa~t changing events will not long permit thici negative 
attitude of thl' border to endure. Underlying the surface 
tranquillity is ten~ commercial compt'tition among the 
border cities and between their respective nation~. For 
example, the selection of a !'lite for an international hridge 
can mean !lt"rious controversy between the communities 
acro5.'I the border. 

The Mexican Government h,, of cour!le, concerned with 
the flow of p~s to tht> United Stairs cau!'lt"d by Mexican 
nationa ls doing their shopping on our side. While they 
want to attract as many of our tourists as pos!1iblt', they 
feel the need of curtailing the flow of their own, so that 
the dollars brought in by the Americans can stay on the 
credit 11ide of th l'ir balance of payment!!. On their part, 
there are con!ICi«'ntious effom to boo. t the quality and 
variety of consumers goods to the level offered by this 
country. 

All thi!I points to the fact that the status quo of our border 
cities will not be permitted to remain. Both from the 
positive side of forging forward for greater economic 
opportunities and from the negative side of overcoming 
national competition, the need is well demonstrated that 
development of much greater scope than the past must be 
carried out on the Texas national border. 

"'•· " 
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An ef f ecti11e ,ase for border development should 
embody the following ,onsiderations: 

1. INCREASED URBANIZATION-A marked increase 
in the concentration of population and urbanization of 
the Texas border has created an imperative need for 
planned and implemented development of border com­
munities which will either remain static or will develop 
haphazardly at each other's expense. 

2. TOURIST INDUSTRY - To sustain and improve upon 
the vital tourist industries, our border towns must seek 
means to replace or expand the meager facilities now 
existing. 

3. INTERNATIONAL HARMONY- Maintenance of a 
harmonious and cordial relationship with Mexico along 
the national frontier is essential. 

Uncoordinated competition and discord are harmful to 
our mutual inter~ts. There is an urgent need for con­
tinous liai"On and awarene«s of each other's development 
along thE' border. A prime objective is the creation of a 
corridor of hinational showcases through development 
of twin cities along the border. Such sites are ideal to 
pre,ent samples of the best of each nation's culture ai; a 
means of strengthening friendship and understanding. 

1. ECONOMIC PROSPERITY Planned development can 
prevent economic drought in our border cities. Increased 
awareness of changing social, economic, and cultura l 
trends and of the reservoir of human and natural re­
sources wi!J enable our border regions to make time!y 
adjustments for survival and growth. 

A detailed study and analysis of the vital border region 
is an integral and es.sential part of the overalJ planning 
by these states and nations. 

WA 

MEXICO CITY 



ID. WRllENT EPPORTS 

PLANNING IN TEXAS BORDER amss 

In the lat two decades or IO there hat hem a general 
awakening to the need of camp..-..in planning in the 
Amrrican cilia Tu med hat pined the allmlion of 
oar border dries indmclaally . The adftnt of federal 
gnnts to wiat ....n commaniries in meeting the coat 
of planning, bowa • the 101 Pn,pam. pl'Offded the 
necaeary mcmliTe to apar local ecdon. Widain the lat 
6n yun naarfy al the Teas border dtiea hawe m· 
tered into this program. 

With aO theae indiridul plam. many of them prepared 
-- coapf.tmdy, • mapre.2nin defflopment plan 
of real • ning ID the border • a region is ltill lack­
ing. F.ach of the loeal compn:hemin plans deala with 
the tped&c prdihm of the puticalar co1111111mity. While 
aome cwideralioa is ghffl to regiaaJ in8aencea in the 
make-up of the eoaamily , the main empham of the 
plan ;. m IUCh matten • public work for ltredS and 
utilities; matrr plans for major thorougbfara and land 
w; detailed analyus of IOlling. subdiriaion and bo..ing 
codes; idmli&catioa of ..i.tandard homing and Yight. 
and olhen. AD thae •re extremely bendicial to the 
ClOIIUllllllity m.omd. Tbey wiJJ. ... whole. haft an im­
portant bearing CN1 the well-being of the entire border 
region. of wlaieli wit ooamunity is an mtegnl put. Yet 
there ia no ..,.i 11.ty of regional .cope. taking 1n1o 
conslderatiaa eo- raoun,ea, a common dewelopment 
theme and a Claffl'""' program for baplementation. 

On the 41h of Noweaber, 19S), the an:luleda of the 

nm OIARTIDl OP EL PASO 

United States and Mesieo gathered in El Pao in a joint 
convention. In this meeting they acbowWpl 

(1) The 1dpC)hSibili1y of the ardutectural pn>leaaion 
for · creating a total phyaical enYironment in 
harmmy with man'• higheat upintiona. 

(2) The need of the two nadom to coordinate their 
4orts toward the ~I of the border 
region . 

They declared this mutual interell and dedication under 
the name of the Charter of El Pao . 

'The Caarter .....,.., ... the fact that aO dmma liYing 
along the border dwell in a gmgnphical am with ahnf­
lar phyaical charactmllica and related problems abared 
by both nations. It Urgft trdmbl tbldy of oar abared 
pn>blm. for the deYdop• ent of oar c:ontiguoaa dties 
and regions. The charter pnipoeea the crntion of a tech­
nical horde• coeneieion, wlaic:h will eollaborate with the 
reapedin penunenla in order to farther die &in. set 
forth . It cala apon al cimma of the Americas ID accept 
and adopl thne prindples and ideals and to work to­
ward their ultimate ful60ment. 

In the 6n yean since the signing of The C1wter of El 
Pao little has hem done in the United States toward 
•ttailPllf'llt of the pis which it aeta forth. 'The dilicul­
ties encountered in reaching thae objectina are inherent. 
ID a large extent. in the dinrpnt penuneatal policiee 
and atructura of Mmco and the United States. 

.... II 
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Aimed toward tlte ntire 1600 mile, of U.S.-Muico 
bord~r, tlte program. e1tvi,io1ted a wide ra1tg• of 
uonomic and cultural devtlopment,. 
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PROGRAMA NAC IONAL FRONTERIZO 

On the Mexican side a much more ambitious program 
called the Programa Nacional Fronterizo has been estab­
lished. Aimed toward the entire 1600 miles of United 
States-Mexico border, this program envisioned a wide 
range of economic and cultural developments. A perma­
nent research plan was established and specific require­
ments of each zone were determined through careful and 
knowledgeable analySt>s. Cooperation was established 
among Mexican local, state and federal authorities, as 
well as between these bureaus and private agencies and 
investors. This was achieved largely through an intensive 
promotional and educational campaign. 

Through this program land was purchased which the gov­
ernment transformed into public parks and gardens; 
financing was channeled into the most worthwhile and 
es~ntial directions; buildings were purchased or con­
structed and then sold or least>d to responsible and sym­
pathetic individuals. Both government and private capi­
tal was used. 

Merchandising shortages and voids are being corrected 
by assuring that Mexican manufactured goods and the 
be<-t examples of folk art, music and crafts from the 
many regions reach the border area. Sales arc being 
materially increased through the modernization or re­
placement of the traditional central or city markets. 
Tourist trade is accelerating by provision £or the comfort 
and entertainment of visitors in first class hotels and 
motels, good restaurants and bars; by setting up informa­
tion centers, attractive displays of arts and crafts, and 
~en-ice organizations. Emphasis is placed on historical 
and cultural values through construction and organiza­
tion of libraries and museums. A higher level of educa­
tional facilities is stressed to keep students within this 
region, to make them take root in their respective com­
munities and to attract foreign students. Improved urban 
environment is being achievt>d by reducing and in some 
caS<"s eliminating slum areas and promoting education 
and technical knowledge among the citizens. 

Two government agencies- the Patrimonio Nacional and 
the Programs Nacional Fronterizo, each responsible to 
the President of Mexico administer the program. The 
first is responsible for planning the cities through priv­
ately commissioned architect-planners who, incidentally, 
have completed plans for more than ten Mexican border 
towns. This agency is also responsible through local 
Juntas £or construction of such over-all city improvements 
as water and sewer systems and streets. The !-t'cond 
agrncy (the National Border Program) is responsible 
for specific facilities which fall under the border im­
provrment program, ~uch as inspection facilities, mu­
seums, shops and parks. 

TEXAS AIICHITECT 



EL CHAMIZAL 

An unprrcedrnted opportunity to integrate border plan­
ning ramr with the hi"toric settlement of the century 
old Chamizal houndary controversy and focu<;<>d attention 
on thr limit!<'"" opportunitirs ofTrrrd hy this international 
trraty of 1963. 

RrieOy. the trPaty tramJrrrrd 630 acrrs of land within 
th<• city of El Paso, Texa« to tlw City of Juarrz, Mrxico, 
and likrwi"<' tran-.ft•rrt>d 193 acres of land within Juarrz 
to El Paso. This exrhangt• of land was accomplished aftn 
thr Rio Grandi'. through a natura l and even prrdirtahle 
orC'urn•ncr, rhanged it'- coursr. 

The international prohlems rreatrd hy thi" '-eemingly 
simple art of t•xrhange are multiple. The land exchang1•d 
and imohrd in the trraty ict adjacent to and a port of 
the great international mt·tropolitan orro of Fl Paso and 
Juon•z, o rrnt<>r constantly incrrasing and t•xponding 
hoth in population and industry. The indu.,trial and com­
mrrriol opportunilil',, in the s1•rtion ore houndlcs" and 
tlw development of the Chomizol in hoth rountries pre­
sents an ocraction for an infinite dt·gree of inl(•rnationol 
cooperation and C'Onsistent liai-.on lwtween the two na­
tions. lt is o n·ol chollengr to the highest "kill, imagina­
tion and forward vision of civic planners. 

In thr particular cac;e of thr Chomizol, city planning 
lwcomt•s o ,o,t and ('nC'ompo'-sing project pr~t·nting thr 
fi r,-t opportunity in our history for int1•rnotional m1•trO· 
politan creati\'rnesc;. Nrressarily, the overall pirture 
hring,; into ortion numrrous agencie" of hoth Mexiro 
and the UnitPd Stal<•s, and city planners, architects, offi· 
C'iols oncl citizens of hoth Juarez and El Paso. Tlw magni­
tucl<' of th<· plans for tlw Chomizol creates numerou~ 
mutual prohlrm11 and conOicting intrrests. 

Tlw requin•mt•nts and needs rrsulting from the mere 
exchange of land include C'Onstruction of nrw highways, 
hrid{!es ovrr the new river bed, rww railroad hriclgr'-, 
relocation of interchange yards, new irrigation C'anal" 
and hordrr inspertion stations, addit ional utility facilities, 
SC'hool", rerrrational focilitirs and other puhlir huildings 
and a hordrr highway system. Far n·aching ohjrrti,es 
an• a national monumc•nt park and C'ultural centn, an 
intt·rnationol tradr ionr and fair. an int<'rnational vora­
tional ~rhool and th<' heautifiration and g<'r1<'ral develop­
ment of the entire area. 

A C'onting<'nl and more diffirult prohl<'m i!I apparent in 
planning and achieving a compl<'mentary pro~ram for 
tlw n·cll'\ elopm<•nt of private property contiguous to th<· 
Chamizal und arquiring th<' C'OOp<'ration of property 
owrwr~. HowC'n'r, murh progr<''-S hos olrC'ady h<'en mode 
in the Chamizal on•o, and douhtlrs .. )y the amhitious pro­
gram will ~re full fruition in the future. 
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The Chami:al ir a vart and e11compaffing project, 
pre11mti11g the firrt opportunit11 in our hi,tor11 for 
international metropolitan creativeneu. 
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Tun, ,..,o,iripalit~, or, l>omoll11 outo"o""""' wllil, 
tl11 \lc:rit'oJt m1.111iripalitiu or, not. 

IV. DIFFERENCES IN POLICIES 
AND STRUCTIJRE 

Texas municipalitit>S are ba'lically autonomou<1. There is 
lo thi,; day not one agency in the Stale of Texas that ic; 
ve,trd with the <10le r~pon'libility of coordinatin~ the 
de-.elopment of citie.s within a region and in the Stale. 
Texas arromplic:hments and progres.<1, due to the tradi­
tional '-trurture of our government, muc;t begin at a 
local level. with c:upport and COO()('ration coming from 
the c;tale and federal levels. 

On thc- other hand, with almoc.t complete freedom for earh 
municipality to act in its own hehaH, dynamic acli-.itic-,; 
ha\t' heen carried out. though these aclivitie are not 
nec~~rily related in a regiona l c;en~e. Good examplc-s 
are the preparation of romprehen!'live plans and tht" 
conc:truction of many civic and private projccb import· 
ant to the border. 

The c;tate and federal government-. are also re:-ponc.ihle 
for many far-reaching and energNic program'I. The rn• 
cent Chamizal ~lllrmrnt, the ron'-lruction of highway~ 
and dam". the developmrnt of parks and recreational 
area,; are hut a few notahle aclivilir" that have grt'at 
implirationc. on the horder development. Rt•caucte of our 
unmatrlwd national re~urc~ many of these aclivilit•, 
Wt're carrit'd out without fanfare. 

On the Ml'"<ican •iclc, local governments have little au • 
thority or r~ourn 8" far a.: executing improvt•menls 
of any magnitude. Any direction mu•t come from the 
national gowrnml'nt . With comparatively r~trictt'd re­
~um-s many of the good intt'ntion'I of thc- Mexiran na­
tional go\l'rnment could nol he impkmc•nted at the op­
portune time. A rhange of their pre:-idential admini~tra­
tion would S<'l forth a chain of reverherations down lo tlw 
village and hamlrt. There i'I no que<1tion that the local 
community c:uffel"!I a lack of <clrong motivation which re­
durt'~ the meaning of planning. 

The coordination between Mexico and the U.S. in the 
area of border development i'I extremely complex. In 
dt•aling with developmt"nt problemci there are no rountrr­
part of our local officiaJ.,; Mexican mayor1 and city offi­
cials art" <1imply not vested with the authority needt·d. 
ConveNly, rt'giona l and national official'! of Mrxico in 
charge of the horder development program find that their 
counlerpart'I in Wachington or at the ctate level cannot 
dirert tht' actions of the local officials. This difference e'l.'.­
tends to the pro fe~ional~ involved, the city planner1, thr 
architrct", the t"ngincers and the entrepreneurs. 
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V. REQUIRED ACTION 

There are many steps needed to bring about the desired de11elopment along the Texas border. 

1. REGIONAL COMMISSIONS 

One step which has recently been taken toward this 
objective was the passage of House Bill No. 319 
which provides necessary legislation authorizing the 
setting-up o( regional planning commissions to act on 
behalf of constituent communities on matters related 
to the comprehem:ive plan and to negotiate with the 
state and federal governments on gran ts and assist­
ance. 

Regional planning comm1!"s1ons within the State of 
Texas may be concerned with adjacent, split, or st rip 
cities in the border region. But the new law grants 
little power to the regional commissions. It d()('s not 
go far enough to provide a base for unified practise. 
The law merely allows the communities to voluntarily 
associate. 

2. GOVER~OR'S COMMISSION 

To assist these regional planning commissions there 
should be instituted a stale agency, possibly in the 
form of a governor's commission, not primarily as an 
addition to the bureaucratic structure, but as a means 
of providing communica tion among the regional plan­
ning commic:sions. The regional planning bill recently 
enacted does not contain this requisite feature. Con­
tinuous "Upport by interested citizens, professionals 
and organizations is nece:;sary in order to finally 
achieve full legislation. 

3. TECHNICAL BORDER COMMISSION 

The creation of a technical border commission is a 
highly important action called for in The Charter of 
El Paso; it should be created with the sanct ion of 
hoth governments. Professionals of proven abilities, 
with insight into the many problems and the capa­
bilities o( carrying out their assignments should be 
appointed to this commiss ion. This commiss ion would 
act as a brain trust for border development, provid­
ing both ideas and methods for carry ing them out. 
Such an effective organizat ion would require only a 
minimal financial burden. 
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Regi-011.al planning commiuion, ma11 be concerned 
with adiacent, 1plit or ,trip-citie,. 
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MEXICO CITY 

There thould be in,tituted a ,tate agenev a, a mtan, 
of providing l'Ommuniration among the rrgional 
planning commiuion,. 

4. BORDER RECIO~ STUDY 

To develop the horder in the direct ion of the objec­
tive~ statt'd there must b<' a true grnsp of the ~ia l, 
economic and cultural fact'ts of the region, which a rr. 
of an international charactt'r. Such an undt'rstanding 
can ht' ar ri\ed at only through a comprehensive, in­
dt'pth '-ludy which would prov ide a ba<-i'i for plan­
ning and a framework for joint action by hoth coun­
tries. The path of social tranciition - the motivationci. 
Med" and de"ir<', of the communities invo lved cihould 
he carefu lly ddineated through '-UCh a study. Thr. 
prime aim of a <:<>cio-economic survey of this nature 
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The primti aim of a ,ocio-uonomic ,ur111111 of this 
nature u•ottld bti the devdopment of an overall 
1eh11me t,·hich balance, human factor, with thott of 
ph111ical planning. 

would be development of a n overall scheme whir h 
balancei; human factors with thocie of physical plan­
ning, The acisignm<'nt, which can he visualiwd as in­
r luding a field surv ey of the border a rea, compila­
tion and revision of relevant litera tur e and i;tatistic-al 
ann lr,<>s and close liaison and coopern tion among 
social scit'nt ists and planning officials of both c-oun­
tries, '-hould he undertaken only by organ izations of 
the highest c-ompetency. 

To date there has been no such i;tud y conducted, al­
though work of this nature c-an be funded from man) 
national ciources, and ac tion should be taken. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



5. DEVELOP~1ENT PROGRAM 
Th r <:<>eio-economic stud y ~hould , 
a<1 indi cat ed, he the for erunn er of 
a compr ehen'li\ e developm ent pro ­
g ram for the border reg ion, with 
st rong emph a .. is on immedia te a nd 
continu ous long range implrm enta­
tions. A read ily identifiahl r them e 
should be induded in thi s develop­
mrn t pr ogr am . Thi s them e mu <1t be 
wide in c:c-opc a nd thu ., avoid tr an<1-
formin g the ),order to a gaud y 
tou ri "t mec-ca ; it should t'ncompa'ls 
the con<1errnti on of natural re· 
rourc~. the liroadenin g o f basic in­
du, tri e, . thl· infu , ion of nt'eded 
publi c works progra ms and the 
nurturin g of the M<'xican-Amer ica n 
cultural berit agr . 

• 
Thi s material was publi c:lwd hy the 
T cxa<1 Soci ety of Ar chit ect" on Nov­
emhr r '1. 196 5. the fifth a nniv ef'-ary 
of th1• , igning of the Chart er of El 
P a~o. Editoria l and graphi c- content., 
wnr the re!;pon~ihilit y of tlw Urhan 
and Rord er Devd opment Commill <'c of 
TSA : F.d,\ a rd J\fok, AIA . AJP , Cha ir ­
man ; F.dwin W. Ca rroll. FA I A ; Wil­
liam M. Pena , AJA; Edward J. Ro­
mieni ec-, AJA ; Alan Y . Tanigu chi . 
AIA ; Gay le D Wilh ite. AJA . Fund ­
ing for publica tion was by th r: Texac: 
Soc iety of Ar chit<'ct-. and the T exa~ 
Ar chill'Cls Found ation-M.D. Ancler~on 
Grant made ava ilab le thr ough the 
S<'hool of Ar chitectur e of Th e Univ er­
<1ity of Texas. Pr inted by Th e Univ er­
sity of T exac; Pr inting Divi sion. 

T EX AS 
PRESERV ATI ON 
COMMITTE E 
Editors Note: Photo,:raph1 used in last 
month1 article are part of a collection as­
sembled by Th e University of Texas School 
of Architectu re. 
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T HE Texas Architectural Foundation offers scholar­
ships in architectural education. and sponsors research 
in. the profession. Contributions may be made as me­
morials: a remembrance with purpose and dignity . 

TEXAS ARCITECTURAL FOUNDATION 
327 PERRY-BROOKS BUILDING 

AUSTIN 

Every Armco Building 
is certified- -
for design, production, 
durability and quality 

When you purchase a certified Armco Building , you can be sure 
of getting the most value for your dollar and the longest pos­
sible life from the building . It's your guarantee of getting the 
best structure money can buy. 

Armco guarantees each building to be made of prime quality 
American steel under the supervision of certified quality-con­
trol engineers . All welding is done in compliance with American 
Welding Society standards . All critical parts have been tested 
by qualified testing methods . 

Armco also guarantees the durability of the ALUMINIZED STEEL 

roof and guarantees the life of the acrylic-enamel color coat­
ing for 10 years with 10-year color retention . Consider a proved, 
certified Armco Building . Talk with your Armco Sales Engineer 
soon , or write Metal Products Division , Armco Steel Corpor­
ation, P. 0 . Box 1939, Houston , Texas noo1 . Offices also in 
Austin , Dallas and San Antonio . 

' , 
ARMCO Metal Products Division 
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MANUFACTURD'S 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Multi-million dollar New York Stock 
Exchange compony is expanding Its 
sealant division with a proven yet 
new and unique glazing concept. 
We need a technical sales repre• 
sentotive for this area of the coun­
try who has experience calling on 
the architectural trade . 
Must be able to interpret blueprints 
and odvlse architects on product 
application. 
Please write describing your ex• 
perience. 

,.,,. 20 

And Mosher Did I 
To the mile long Devils River Brid&e on Hwy. 90, West of Del R,o, 
Texas ••• 3000 tons of Steel Super Structure with its welded Plate 
Girders risin& 220 feet above the river bed. 
In This Case . .. The Devil Got Its Dues .•• and so will the travelers 
of Hwy. 90 when they cross Mosher's "Mile of Steel" • •. the Devils 
River Brid,e. 

•& fflOSHER 
- GHICt AIQtU.IIT "10W ........ "" · -
ITllllfVJITl °'""''- C>riooi.l-t , '"4--"'1,f,t,, . 

S TE E L COMPANY 
, • .,,-,., •• , .,,,, ''"" ltlS 



IN WASHROOM DESIGN 
where quality and 

reliability are a must 

specify AMERICAN 
SOAP DISPENSERS 

& W ASBROOM ACCESSORIES 
For on-the-spot technical assistance, 

call on our local representatives: 
MARSHALL-O'BRIEN ASSOC. 

PO BOX 35925, DALLAS, TEXAS 
Phone: (214) Fl 7-5177 
RUSS ARNOLD 

PO BOX 7846, 29 WAUGH DRIVE 
HOUSTON, TEXAS • (713) UN 4-7733 

JIM MARTIN 
PO BOX 28243, 2611 W. GRAMERCY 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS • (512) PE 2-6472 

Archltect-En1lneer Manual Available 

AMERICAN DISPENSER CO., INC. 
860 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10003 
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Money's Not the Only 
Benson to Build 
ACME BRICK 
Double Walls 

Double Wall Systems using Acme King Size Brick 
require 330/o fewer brick. Walls go up faster, using 
readily available material and labor. 

Acme Double Wall Systems are durable, practically 
maintenance free, have extraordinary insulating 
ability, and provide space for ducts, piping, and 
electrical conduit at no extra cost. 

You, too, will value the combination of low initial 
and ultimate cost, and the ease with which engineer­
ing, functional efficiency and lasting beauty can 
be developed together in Acme Brick Double Wall 
Systems. 

For the full story on Acme Brick Double Wall Sys­
tems contact your Acme Brick representative . 

.A ACME BRICK COMPANY 
Since 1891 • Se/es offices in principal cities 

ANNOUNCING 

THE NEW 
ABSIJRBI TRI/Ns 

SHOCK ABSORBER 

Now, Josam can state without reservation 
that it has devel01)8d the one and effective 
means of controlline hy-
drostatic shock pressures 
and water hammer -
with the new ABSORB­
OTRON Shock Absorber. 
Years of testine eives 
positive assurance that 
when installed on any 
plumbina system and 
sized properly the AB· 
SORBOTRON will effec­
tively and permanently 
reduce shock pressures 
to within safe limits 
that do not exceed 1 50 
P.S.I. (the normal work­
ine pressure at which all 
ordinary plumbine sys­
tems are deslsned to 
11reater safety). The ~e­
cret is in the new elastomer type bellows. 
Write for Manual SA-4, 

Olwrlct Ropre .. ntotl••• 
JOE P. DILLARD Ii ASSOC. 

1'31 fdl1on 00ll01 7, Texas 
rhone , RI 8-7708 

R. B. ARNOLD COMPANY 
r, 0, lox 1069.S 
Ht0u1ton 11, Teaa, 
rl\one , OV 6-5591 

JOSAM MANUFACTURING CO. 
Michigan City, Indiana 

by PREBCDLITE 

f5)~
' MANUFACTURING CORPORATIO N 

1251 Doolittle Dr., San Leandro, Calif. 
FACTORIES San Leandro, Cahtornra 
Warm,nster Penna El Dorado, Arkansn 
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NEW! 

Trinity White 
Masonry Cement 

High workablllty . .. longer board life . .. 
bag-to-bag uniformity ... non-staining 

lt "' ., 
Hllll-ill~ 

TRINITY 

- A PRODUCT OF GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT CO. · Offi ces · Chicago · Dallas . Houston . Tampa 
•• Miami • Chattanooga • Fort Wayne • Kansas City, Kan. , Fredonia, Kan.• Oklahoma City , Los Angeles 
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LOAD BEARING 
BRICK WALLS 
CUT COST 
OF II-STORY, 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, 
HOLIDAY INN 
BY 100/o! 

Thoee intarenad In Nduced conatructlon 
c:oets may write for Information on load 
bearina brick maonry. structural eyatama 
to : CLAY PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION OF 
THE SOUTHWEST , Poet Office Box 1726, 
Auetin , TUN 78767 . 
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