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CIT IES CAN BE BEAUT IFUL 

Yes, cities can be beautiful and that is not ju st a 
facetious statem ent. You may ask how can we make 
an y progress to such a goal in a democracy? Dur
ing a recent campa ign to adopt zoning in Houston , 
( which is suffering from a lack thereof) there were 
folks with limited vision who called zonin g and the 
plannin g which accompan ies it as communi stic. The 
troubl e with most of us is that we ha ve lost the most 
perfect tool tha t our found ing fathers devised. It 
was the Town Meeting Hall . Hi story records much 
excellent pr ogress thru this system of communi ca
tions. In our day we ought to be able lo find at least 
twenty to fifty interested citizens in each communit y 
who want their physical environment to be the best 
possible. The establishment of Fin e Arts Commis
sions ( or give the group an other title) and ha ve 
these concerned people take stock of what we hav e. 
Where impr ovements ar e evident, let's pr ogram for 
such impr ovements. It is alread y a foregone con· 
clusion that such commissions can be of invaluabl e 
servi ce. Th is will help the communit y become a 
show place- it will help business and most of all it 
will be an extr eme pleasu re to live in one's home 
town. 

Arthur Fehr 
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One of Texas' most significant and popular monuments to 
its independence seems most certainly destined to aban
donment unless immediate steps are taken toward its re
repair and preservation. 

The history of the San Jacinto Monument battleground 
a.s a memorial to the early heroes of the Republic of 
Texas is a story of the interest of a few dedicated per
sons in the face of official disinterest. As early as the 
1850's members of the Daughters of the Republic of Tex
as were trying to persuade the legislature to appropriate 
funds with which to acquire the site of the historic battle 
of San Jacinto. A report by Rosa Tod Hamner describes 
their renewed efforts before the turn of the century. "In 
1897 the Chapter again appealed to the lawmakers to buy 
the battlefield. They were enabled to add force to this 
plea in a very tangible way on February 17, when at the 
request of the businessmen of Houston they assisted in en
tertaining the Governor and the 25th Legislature with an 
excursion to the historic spot." 

"It was a gala occasion! Governor Culberson and his 
party proceeded down the bayou on Mr. C. B. Cushing's 
yacht, "Boston" while the bulk of the crowd boarded the 
barge "Jules." Aboard the barge tables had been erected 
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and here the guests partook of a picnic lunch provided by 
the Daughters." 

·'A newspaper reporter hf'ard one of the lf'gic.latorc; rt'· 
mark while pa .. ,ing - 'Thi'I is the fine.-.t lobby we e\'er ap
peard before' ." 

The report gOt"S on to quote a contt·mporary new,paper 
account: "On the rttum trip a propo,-ition was made to 
'trip the light fantastic.' Tables werf' cleared from the 
decks of the harge, and, to the inspiring strings of Pro
r~~r Lewh.' hand waltzes, polka.., lancer,, and all other.
were enjoyed, not only by the younger people, hut by 
some of mature years as well." 

The Hamner report commenL<1, "Small wondt'r that the 
law makers went back to Austin and draftt-d the bill that 
ultimately re:;ulted in the purchasf' of the land marked as 
the immediate c;cene of the battle." Thus the battleground 
itself was finallf acquired to be prec;ened for the people 
of the State. 

Then in commemoration o{ the centennial of Texas' In
dept'ndt>nce the San Jacinto Monument itself was 
plannt>d as a joint project of the United Stales and a 
number of iL, agencie, and the State. The Monument was 
conceivc-d by Architect Alfred C. Finn as a great obelisk 
in a "<'tting of formal gard<>ns. The shaft of Texas huff. 
limestone ri"t'S 570 feet aho\'e the famous battlefield. ILs 
bac.e hac. two hroad terrace-, which lead from a reflf'Cting 
pool 200 fe<>l wide and 1750 feet long, large enough to 
mirror the ,haft from bottom to top. The enlranc-e to the 
ha'IC building is through heavy bronze doors on which 
are reliefs of the six flags of Texa .. These lead through 
the Hall of Honor holding statues of Texas heroes. This 
Hall and ih adjacent rooms wt>re de,ignc-d to house the 
San Jae-into l\lu-.eum of Hi!,tory. 

On the outside of the ha-.e are eight lime-.lon<' panel'I en· 
graved with a brid account of thr historf of Texas. At 
the base of the c.haft itself is a ~ulpturrd fri('Zt": depicting 
c.ignificant pha<;(•, in the Anglo-American colonization of 
Texa.'I. At its ape, is a star 31 feet high. 

At the rear of the ba"e building i!I an amphitheatre de
signed to seat 5,000 per,,ons. Improvement'\ to the 
ground, includf'd protective c.ea hulkhead,, markers for 
actions of the hattlf', extensive land"<'aping, picnic areas 
and walb and road,. In rr<'t'nt yNir-, th<' hattlt>'lhip "Tex
a.1;," hai; been moored in a i-lip on the groundc.. 

The monument and the mu eum are operated l,y the San 
Jacinto Mu!!eum of Hi-.tory A<.sociation, a non-profit edu
cational corporation under a contract with the Board of 
Control. 

The museum, originally equippt'd through puhlic '-Ub
!'cription, is unique among American mu,t·um, in that iL'I 
purpo-.e ic. to re-vi-.ualiw the hi tory of Texas and the 
Spani<.h ~uthwe-.t and c-ollt'Ct, pre"<'rve and exhibit his. 
toric material and maintain a library and archiv~ not 
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only for research and educational purposes but for the 
promotion of friendship and understanding between the 
people of Texas and Mexico, Spain, France and the Latin 
American Republics. Its collection includes some 400,-
000 pages of manuscripts, 7,000 relics, and 1,400 items 
in its picture collection. The general plan of the museum's 
permanent exhibits outlines the history of the region in 
a continuous chronological line. 

Now, however, this irreplaceable collection stands fre
quently covered with plastic sheets to protect it from 
water which continually seeps into the building. Since the 
completion of the monument some 25 years ago funds 
have not been available to perform ordinary maintenance, 
hence, where mortar has fallen from the joints of the 
£tone, they remain open. Where lightning has dislodged 
chunks of stone from the obelisk, the holes remain. It has 
been impossible to eliminate pealing of the interior paint 
and to preserve ceiling materials because of the moisture. 
The stone is discolored with a quarter-century's accumu
lation of industrial grime. The monumental bronze en
trance doors have long since worn out their hinges and 
now must be dragged open and closed. 

The walls retaining the base terraces have slid from their 
original position and allowed the terrace paving to fall 
and create wide cracks. The sluice gates for the reflect
ing pool, for years inoperable, allow the pool to overflow 
and innundate most of the adjacent gardens and walk
ways. The pool itself has approximately a foot of silt in 
its bottom, accumulated over the years, thus the water is 
muddy and no longer reflects the image of the Monu
ment. 

The grounds themselves have deteriorated as has the 
Monument. Walkways and drives have broken and erod
ed. The bulkheads which originally kept out the sea water 
have been breached in many places and the ground is fast 
eroding. One of these breaches has caused such erosion 
of the battleship slip that the "Texas" now lists nearly 10 
degrees. 

As if to add insult to injury, hurricane Carla and its ac
companying tornado inflicted heavy damage to the build
ing and grounds. Both caretaker cottages were demol
ished. The rest houses, concession stand and toilet facil
ities were heavily damaged. Smaller monuments were 
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blown down and broken. Many trees and garden", not al
ready dead from the drought or the SO's were dc:.troyed. 

The condition or the San Jacinto Monument provoked an 
article b} John Caine,; in the Calv~ton Dail} l\ew,- on 
February 21, 1962: "The Texa., Heritage at San Jacinto 
is crumbling along with the monument which ri!-e:-570 
feet above the boggy battlefidd, certainly not from neg· 
lect on the part of ii,. dedicated worl..t•r.. but rather from 
the cru!-h or political mockery in Auc;tin." 

"Legi.,la tion is accomplh,hing ~hat General Santa Anna 
could not and unlC!-, -.tronger hearts prevail, the world
famed monument and mu eum might be lost forever and 
cat tle may graze once more on the field where Texas won 
her independence." 

"George A. HilJ III , Pr~ident of the San Jacinto Mu,(•um 
of Hi!,tory Association, stated "What is ~uan•ly in front 
of each or u who have an intere,t in and concern for the 
San Jacinto Monument i-. a !;imple fact that, uni,.._, re
lieved by the State of Te,as the l\lonument will ht•c·ome 
inoperab le for want of repair..." 

"The Museum i~. in fact, clo..ed to the public at the pn--
ent time (1962), and mu .. t of nt•ces,ity remain clo,Nf 
until adequate roof repair-. - have been made." 
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The State Board of Control asked for an appropriation of 
approximately 118,000 from the legislature in 1961. They 
received 15,000 specified to be spent on roads and curbs. 

Near the Monummt itself stands a great bronze sundial. 
Its inscription reads "111e houn, days and years of un
folding time shall never dim the spirit of a liberty kindled 
on this field of battle." 

Perhaps not. But time and neglect have taken their toll. 
The Monument and the grounds are a disgrace and a 
wute. 

The Monument and improvements need to be repaired 
and refurbished. The grounds should be replanned. New 
roads and walks and gardens, picnic areas and parking 
places need to be planned and built. Concession build
ings, toilet facilities and caretaker cottages should be re
built in a character compatible with the Monument itself. 
This work if accomplished piecemeal would make the 
Monument simply useable. It deserves something more. 
Architects, Engineers and Landscape Architects should be 
retained to undertake a thorough study of the causes of 
the problems in and about the Monument and to develop 
a comprehensive redevelopment plan for the restoration 
of the Monument to its intended grandeur. 
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Thi-. building i'I c;ituated in the down
town area of a warm, friendly town 
when• people like: to meet and discu-.s 
catLle. politic,, husine,,., and people. 

The building was programmed to be 
unmi-.takably modern, and 'ltill blend 
with the old busine:-s establishments 
that had e--caped the carrara gla5S 
modernization of the 30's. The direc
tor.- wanted their hank to be THE 
place where people would meet. 

The low protrctive overhang around 
the entire building growR into porches 
at both ends of the building to pro
mote "gatherings" and "meet me at 
the l'lt National." 
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Jnc,ide the entrance a lounge-di<1play 
area promotes air-condition<'d fri<'ndli
ncs.<1. Tht' low perim<•tc•r roof swN•ps up 
to a two-story Ct'lll<'r lo makl' volume 
for tlw mezzanin<', a mt•eting room for 
civic organizations as well as tht> hank 
board. 

Tht· l\fozzanint> is ~uspt•nded from the 
major structure and clt'anly defines 
the teller activity hdow. 

~-- · ,2 
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UT STUDENT WINS 
REYNOLDS PRIZE 
Frederick C. Matthews of Belton has 
won a S200 Reynolds Aluminum Prize 
in competition with other University 
of Texas architecture students. 

The prize is given annuallr for the 
"best original design of a building 
component." Matthews' winning entry 
was the design of a three-way roof 
system. 

The design has been entered, along 
with winners from other participating 
schools of architecture in the li. S., 
in the Reynolds national contest. 

The national prize provides a cash 
award of SS,000, divided equally be
tween the winning student and his 
school. The student's S2.500 must be 
used for further education. The prize 
will be presented during the American 
Institute of Architect:;' convention in 
Miami, Fla., May 6-9. 

Matthews, a fourth-year student, plans 
to practice architectural design follow
ing graduati9n. He hopes Lo specialize 
in public buildings for Texas and the 
Southwest. 

The Texas Architectural 
Foundation offers 
scholarships in 
architectural education 
and sponsors research 
in the profession. 

Contributions may be 
made as memorials: 
a remembrance with 
purpose and dignity. 

TEXAS 
ARCHITECTURAL 

FOUNDATION 
327 PERRY BROOKS BLDG. 

AUSTIN 

SCALE MODELS 
WILLIAM McCORD ASSOCIATES 

2"' MYRTLE SPRINGS 
DALLAS 20, TEXAS 
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HOW HIGH THE TOP? 
~ .. 

When steel men "top out" the structural frame of a new building, 
they're apt to feel pretty good about it. When the top scrapes the sky 
15. 30 or 44 stories high, whole cities take note and share the steel 
man's pride. But to steel men, the top means more than height. It 
means achievement. More important than "how high the top" is "a job 
well done." Mosher men fabricated 18 tons of steel for the frame 
above. And Mosher is proud of its part in this "topping out" and the 
hundreds of projects it represents. proud of '·jobs well done" in steel 
fabrication no matter "how high the top." 

for dependable steel fabrication, always call .. . 

e ii fl OSHER 
STEEL COMPANY 

fabricators of steel since 1885 

HOME OFFICE & PLANT, 3910 WASHINGTON AVE., HOUSTON. OTHER PLANTS 
AT DALLAS, SAN ANTONIO,• LUBBOCK, TYLER, CORPUS CHRISTI,* SHREVEPORT 

•Pl•nts of CA/If PBEU STEEL CO., Inc. , " Mosher Sulmd,11,y 



REDUCE BUILDING 
AND DESIGN COSTS 
Anchor Lock's great versa-

tility of design saves time 
and money. There's com-
plete freedom in locating 

partitions where desired 
without adding cost of 
heavy bearing partitions. 

Anchor Lock gives new 
beauty in interior design, 
more structural rigidity, 

and eliminates sagging 
and cracked ceilings. 

T E R 

P R 0 
E L 

AS STRONG AS AN ANCHOR 
AS SECURE AS A LOCK 

A Z Z 

STRONG Thousands of indexed designs in tech-
HIGHEST TOOTH VALUE nical reference manuals for architects 

IN THE INDUSTRY! . and engineers. Send for your free copy 
Anchor Lock trusses are today on your letterhead. 
Pittsburgh Laboratories 
tested, undergocontinu-
ous testin~ for strength 
and durability. 

-~,.{ ~ r. 

Enfiinttred and lltld-
ta ed to meet or exceed 
all codes includinc IE'IE ALIATS AS IIEU AS nu PIH[ 8.0.C.A.; Southetn Build· 
In~ Codt; U.B.C.; VA and ANCHOR LOCK OF FLORIDA, lac. f A No. SE-338; Central 
Mortca,und Housina Cor- 1151 II. 31tll AYEIIIE • IOLUIIID, RIIIIA ra'.abon (Ottawa, Canada) 

. 4176, and all local codes. fl 1-1%17 (IIAII: 115·7112) 

Ham 1n Ar a h I t • o t. • 

Texas Terrazzo Con tractors Association. J:no. 
Clareno• :al Moore r1el(t D1re,,o, N .TV . .A. 1eee Te,·bet Lane Foi,t W-otth lQ , Texae 
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PARABOL-O10 

SIDE EL.EVATION 

_.R,1.,;00....:..F_J~> ':...·:.:_;'h:/;.,~·::::::::: ~jE;zj i~ t 
EDGE 
SEAM 

t- k 
Width and location near 
~moy vo ry •ln
h /p' e ~ beam• to_. 
toworclethe tlp 

JI.,,. ,, 
Prepared as a service to architects by Portland Cement Association 

Clip along dotted line -- ------------------
Curves from straight lines. The hyperbolic parab 
oloid shell roof is, in effect, a three-dimensional 
"sheet" of concrete in which strength and rigidity 
are accomplished not by increasing the thickness 
of the sheet, but by curving it in space. Despite 
its double curvature, this shape can be formed 
.entirely of straight pieces - as can be seen in the 
side elevation at left. 

The concrete roof shown will be the largest 
single hyperbolic paraboloid of its type in the 
United States. The building it will cover is being 
constructed to house the 1,350-seat Edens 
Theatre in Northbrook, Illinois. 

This saddle shell roof will measure 159 ft. be
tween working points at the abutments and 221 
ft. from tip to tip. The shell will be only four 
inches thick. 

H / P's, as they are called for short, are excep
tionally adaptable to churches, auditoriums and, 
as shown here, for theatres. 

Get complete technical literature on hyper
bolic paraboloids. (Free in U.S. and Canada 
only.) Send a request on your letterhead. 

Architect: Perkins and Will, AIA, Chicago, Illinois 
Engineer: The Engineers Collaborative, Chicago 

HYPERBOL-IC PARABOL-O1O SPAN DATA 

SPAN PROJECTION x!ll al2> t (31 REINFORCING (C) 
mln ... max. mln.-max . 

SO' so - 70' 3-S' 1' 2¼" 2 - 3 lb. 

60' 60-8S' 4-6 ' 1' 21/•' 2 - 3 lb. 

7S' 75 -105 ' 6- 9' 1½' 3• 3-4 lb. 

100' 100 -140 ' 9-13' 2' 3¼' 3-4 lb. 

125' 125-175 ' 13-20' 2½' 3½' 4-5 lb. 

150' 150 - 210' 17-25' 3' 4• 5- 7 lb. 

(I) fiiures aiven are recommended lower limits; maximum fusibl e limit• S/ 5. 
(2) averaee depth of edee beams. (3) averaae shell thickness in inches. (4) aver-
age reinforcina steel of hyperbolic paraboloids in pounds per square foot of surface. 

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 110 East Eighth Street, Austin 1, Texas 
A national organization IQ improue and extend the uses of concrete 
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The huge floors of the United Air Lines Ticket
ing Building at Los Angele~ International 
Airport are terrazzo. This terrazzo was made 
with Trinity White Portland Cement and 
white marble l'hips. 

No other floor has ever approached ter
razzo's long life and low cost. 

Studies published by the National Ter-
razzo and Mosaic Asi~oeiation show that 

terrazzo will usually prove 20c a square foot cheaper at the 
end of the first 10 years than the next best wearing floor 
material. The savings made by terrazzo in maintenanni and 
replacement costs soon overcome its higher first l'ost. Where 
the life of a building reaches 50 years a terrazzo floor mny 
easily earn savings amounting to more than its original <:ost. 

Terrazzo should nh..-nys be first choice for heavy traffic 
floors. It is being used more and more as a floor for the 
home. I ts beauty and ease of maintenance makes it popular 
everywhere. 

BEAUTIFUL .. . 

EASIEST TO MAINTAIN . .. 

LOWEST COST PER YEAR . . . 

United Air IJnea Ticket1n1t Bu,ldinc 
Loa Angeles International Airport. 
Trrrauo Contrccu,r ; Corrad,n1, Venetian. 

Conaohdated; Joint Venture 
Arcliit«t : Charles l.uckmnn and Aoeocia.tes, 

Welton Becket end Auoanta. 
l'aul R . WW,arna and A&00eia.t•: 
Joant Venture 

Grnual Contractor Hobert E . McK.,.., 
General Contractor Inc. 

UH ful Bo oklet •.. FrH on RequHt 
Full color reproduction of 24 of the 
most popular color comb1nation1 for 
terrazzo noors made by direct photo
graphy from samples furnished by the 
Nat,onal Terrazzo and Mosiac A UO • 
caahon, Inc. 

A product of GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 

OfficH: Chicago, Illinois , Chattanooga, Tennessee , 
Oallu, Texas , Forth Worth, Texas , Houston, Texas 
Fredonia, Kansas , Fort Wayne, Indiana • Jackson, Michi
gan, Tampa, Florida• Miami, Florida, Lo, A ngel11, Calaf. 
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