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IS IT ALWAYS

RIGHT

TO BE RIGHT?
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COURSE. AND THEY KNEW IT

AND WER

...and the gap between the races
grew wider

PROUD OF 17
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And so it went in this land. . .

Group after group defined the right

And took their stand

And upheld their position against
those who opposed them.

It happened between those who
taught in the school and those
who provided the funds.

It happened between those who
gave priority to a strong defense
and those who gave priority to
better cities.

It happened between those who
pleaded for peace at any price
and those who argued for na-
tional honor at any cost.

EVERYONE WAS RIGHT, OF
COURSE AND THEY KNEW IT
AND WERE PROUD OF IT.

...and the gaps between groups
grew wider

Until the day came when the rigidity
of rightness caused all activity to
come to a halt.

Each group stood in its solitary
rightness
Glaring with proud eyes at those
too blind to see their truth
Determined to maintain their posi-
tion at all costs
(For this is the responsibility of
being right).
No one traveled across the giant
gaps
No one talked to those on the other
side
No one listened
The quality of life declined and
grew more grim
People became more angry and
more afraid
Violence increased. . .

- 8 & @

Then. . .
One day a strange new sound was
heard in the land.
Meont 17s | ‘Y may be wrong

You may be right

16

The people were shocked that any-
one could be so weak and so
confused.

But the voice persisted

And some began to listen

It now seemed safe to listen to
opposing — and even “wrong’’ —
views.

As they listened, they discovered
common beliefs they had not
known before,

They even began to see signs of
humanity and noble purpose in
those whom they once only
knew as adversaries.

Here and there men expressed their
common desires in deeds — and
bright examples of joint action
were seen in the land.

With each new effort, men's faith in
one another grew. . .

And their faith in the future. . .

And in their ability to shape their
own destiny.

They stated these beliefs in a Declara-
tion of Interdependence which read
in part. . .

“All men are created equal — but
each develops in a unique way.

All men are endowed with certain
inalienable rights — but each
must assume certain inevitable
responsibilities.

For the happiness and fulfillment
of all depends on the commit-
ment of each to accept equality
and uniqueness — Rights and
responsibilities”

In this land men had learned how two
rights could make a costly wrong.

That it may take less courage to point
the finger of blame than to extend
the hand of partnership and less
wisdom to defend a narrow right
than to seek a broader understand-
ing.

Most important of all, the people of
this land had learned that the quest
for truth is never over. .. that the
challenge is always the same. . .

To stop fight
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