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NIGHT DRIVING IS SAFER
ON LIGHT COLORED CONCRETE

Better visibility on light-colored concrete highways means you
can see danger ahead soconer, have more time ta slow down or stop. Did
you ever pass from light-colored concrete to dork pavement and wondered

what happened to your lights? You can’t be safe if you can’t see!

Good visibility is only one reason concrete roads are safer. You
can stop quicker too because the gritty, skid-resistant surface grips fires
tighter.

For safety’s sake, urge public officials to pave oll main roads

with concrete. Many concrete highways are reinforced with TEXAS
HI-BOND BARS.

TEXAS STEEL CO.

3901 HEMPHILL STREET FORT WORTH PHONE WE-4611
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Grayson Gill
TSA-AlA

Presidont,
Texas Socisty
of Architects

Recent hearings before the state af-
fairs commitiee of the House of Repre-
sentatives on the proposed architec-
tural registration law revision forcefully
bring to the attention of the architects
of Texas the necessity for continued al-
tention to constructive participation in
architectural education, with special
emphasis upon the following objectives
of the Texas Sociely of Architects as
defined in the by-laws:

A. ", .. To moke the profession af
ever-increasing service to the
citizenship of the stote by advo-
cating means to protect and bet-
ter the public heolth, safety, ond
welfare as related to planning
and to the design ond canstryc-
tion of buildings.

B. Maintenance of high profession-
al stondards,

C. Advancement of architecturol

education.

{1) By co-operation with the sev-
eral architectural schools,

(2] By encouragement of oll
architecturol students, both in
and out of schools.”

Ta maintain high professional stand-
ards, the best ovoiloble academic
training offered by aur schools of
orchitecture should be followed by o
minimum period of internship in actuol
office experience under the direction
of a registered architect. Experience
has indicated thot this period should
be not less thon three years.

Almost without exception, practicing
architects ore indebted to some archi-
tect for their post-graduate troining of
this kind, ond are obligated to make
availoble to the groduates of orchitec-
tural schools the same opportunity for
training which they themselves have re-
ceived,

The professional architect mokes o
substantiol contribution to the mainte-
nonce of high professional standards
by the post-graduate training he gives
to the architectural graduate



TSA Delegates Attend 87th Meeting
Of AIA At Minneapolis June 20-24

About 40-50 TSA members will be
delegates to the 87th annual conven-
tion of the American Institute of Archi-
tects at Minneapolis June 20-24. The
theme of the annual meeting, to be
held ot the Hotel Radisson, is “'Design-
ing for the Community."

Heading the TSA delegation will be
Albert 5. Golemon of Houston, region-
al AlA director, ond Grayson Gill of
Dallas, TSA president. David C. Baer
of Houston will preside at Minneapolis
sessions of the AlA Committee on Of-
fice Practice, and other TSA members
are serving on various key committees.
Mr. Baer's group will hold an important
seminar in cost estimating and modular
measurement,

Milton Foy Martin of Houston will
receive a national AlA honor award
for his design of the Texos Children’s
Hospital in Houston. This is the only
hospital selected for an honor oword
in the 1955 AlA competitions.

Edword L. Wilson of Fort Worth,
immediote past AlA regional director,
is a candidate for the post of secretary
of the AlA at Minneapolis.

N\

City planning ond rebuilding will be
in the spotlight at the Minneapolis
meeting, expected to atiroct about
1600 architects from over the U.S5.
Minneapolis is the first city to submit
an urban renewal plan approved by
the Housing aond Home Finance
Agency.

The AlA Gold Medal will be award-
ed to Willem M. Dudok, noted Dutch
city planner, during the Minneapolis
meeling.

Portland Cement Association
Names Thomas D. Shiels

The Portlond Cement Associotion has
appointed Thomos D. Shiels district
engineer with headquarters ot 114
East Eighth Street, Austin. He succeeds
James D. Piper, promoted to the post
of vice president for promotion.

Mr, Shiels will be responsible for
PCA octivities throughout Texas. A vet-
eran of more than 30 years with the
Associaotion, Mr. Shiels is o civil engi-
neering groduote of VM| who joined
PCA in 1925 as a field engineer.

Edward L. Wilson, TSA-AlA of Fort Worth,
immadiate past regional director of the AlA
and a former president of TSA, will be 2
candidate for national secretary of the AlA

at the B7th annual convention in Minneapolis
June 20-24. Mr. Wilson is president of the
Tesas Architectural Foundation.
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complete freedom.

® From the unique 8%2 x 4Va to the 3" hex, all Monarch tile
is laboratory developed and designed to allow the architect

Use Monarch Colorblend Tile wherever enduring, color-
ful wall finishes are needed. For industrial, commer-

cial ond residential plans of oll kinds, choose
versatile Monarch Colorblend real clay tile.

MONARCH TILE MANUFACTURING CO.

SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

SHOWROOMS IN: Dallos, El Poso, Ft. Werth, Housten,

San Antonio, Waoco,
Tucson, Arizona; Denver, Colorado;

Texas; Phoenix and

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

TEXAS ARCHITECT



Retained Percentages

As an example of sound cooperotive action
between the construction industry ond the archi-
tecturol profession which benefits the general pub-
lic, representotives of the American Institute of
Architects have been conferring with the Producers’
Council and other groups on the problem of re-
tained percentoges.

Over the years, there has been a general
proctice of retaining o percentoge of the payments
due contractors for completed work, until final ac-
ceptonce of the entire project. The amount re-
tained varies over the country. In some areas, there
is retention of o flot 159, . Elsewhere, the amount
retained is 10%;. In some cases, the amount is re-
duced as the job nears completion.

The result of the joint meetings is a feeling thot
although the bosic principles of retained percent-
ages is sound, the present percentage of retention
is generally too large ond constitutes contractor's
money frozen. This in turn means money due sub-
contractors oand material men is likewise frozen
ond sometimes for long periads of time.

The Second Conference on the Problems of
Retained Percentages has made the following basic
recommendations:

(1} Thot the Owner-Controctor Agreement
forms be changed to provide that ten percent of
payments to controctors be retained until the work
is 75% complete. Thereafter, the retained amount
should total 5%, of the contract price.

(2) That a change in AlA Form 702 (Applico-
tion for Poyment) be made to add columns for per-
centage of retained omounts due on each item of
work each pay period, and generolly moke known
to the architect in much more detail regarding the
confractor's direct costs, overheod, and profit.

As Editor of the TEXAS ARCHITECT, David C.
Baer, TSA-AIA, Chairmon of the National Office
Practice Committee, AIA mokes the following
general observations ond invites comment from our
readers on this impartant matter:

(1) The bosic intent of the recommendations
of the Conference seems well grounded ond merits
the attention of the construction industry and the
efforts necessary to solve this problem. Obviously
there is inequity in the present retainage proced-
ures. This is particularly true of o sub-contractor
who may complete his work early on o job and
then has to woit many months to collect the ten
or more percent the controctor withholds until the
job is completed and accepted. The owner should
saove some money by a change in this policy if a
workable procedure can be evolved that is accept-
able to all parties.

{2) The statement of policy on retention rec-
ommended by the conference should be further
clarified to stote without chance of misinterpreta-
tion that retention sholl be 10%, until job is 75%

completed after which only 5% of the contract
sum shall be withheld until final payment. It should
also be stoted that payments to sub-contractors by
the Generol Cantractor and equipment ond ma-
terial suppliers should be on this same basis.

(3) It is believed the recommendations fail to
solve the problem of assuring the architect and oll
interested parties that sub-contractors and material
men will be and are being paid os their money be-
comes due. Some times this is very important.

{(4) No real purpose is served in the added
responsibility for job accounting placed on the
architect due to revising the AlA standard Owner-
Contractor forms and Application for Payment
forms. As proposed these changes would add a
very considerable amount of checking ond detailed
figure work for the architect.

{5) As stated the recommendations would in-
vade the business privacy of the General Con-
tractors to so great an extent that their support of
the program will be hard to secure.

As chairman of the Office Proctice Committee,
AlA, Mr. Boer states that this matter will be dis-
cussed by the committee at a meeting in Minne-
apolis in June. Chonges required in documents of
the Institute are the responsibility of this committee
and therefore, the committee is especially inter-
ested in the problems raised by these recommenda-
tions.

TSA at Minneapolis

TSA will send a sizable contingent of between
40 and 50 delegates to the B7th annual convention
of the America Institute of Architects at Minneapolis
fram June 20-24.

TSA members will play o prominent role in the
annua! meeting of the AlA, which now numbers
more than 10,000 members and an overwhelming
percentage of the notion's registered architects.
The TSA delegation will be headed by Albert 5.
Golemon of Houston, regional director; and Gray-
son Gill of Dallas, TSA president. Both of these men
and many other well-known TSA members over the
state are serving on importont AlA committees
which determine so many critical matters regarding
the architectural profession in general.

Dovid C. Baer, TSA-AlA of Haouston, will be in
Minneapolis as chairmon of the AlA Office Practice
Committee, one of the key groups within the na-
tional organization and one which hos been par-
ticularly active. Edward L. Wilson of Fort Worth,
a widely-known proctitioner who has held many
high posts within TSA and is immediate past AlA
regionol director, will be a condidate for the office
of national secretary. Milton Foy Martin of Houston
is to receive an AlA honor award for his design of
the Texos Children's Hospital in Houston, the anly
hospitol so honored this yeor.




Current Program In Galveston District
Outlined By District Engineer, C.E., U.S.A.

Calonel Willard P.
MeCrone,
District Engineer,
Galveston District,
Corps of Engineers,
U. 5. Army

Colonel Willard P. McCrone, district
engineer far the Galveston District,
Corps of Engineers, U.5. Army, spoke
before the San Antanic Chapter, TSA
recently on the current military con-
struction program of the Corps of En-
gineers, particularly the Galveston Dis-
trict, which is one of the five districts
of the Southwestern Division, Corps of
Engineers.

Following is on abstract of the re-
marks of Calonel McCrone, o 4)-year-
old native of Cincinnati ond graduote
of the University of Cincinnati, Univer-
sity of California, and the Armed

Forces Staff College who recently
served as project officer for NIKE
guided-missile construction. Colonel

McCrane, commissioned o second lieu-
tenant in the Regulor Army in 1937,

has served in Hawaii, France, Corsico,
ond ltaly, before ond during World
War ll, in addition to many important
assignments in the U.S.

It is a distinct pleasure for me lo
be with you todoy to give you what
information | can concerning the mili-
tary construction progrom being car-
ried on by the Corps of Engineers, par-
ticularly the Golveston District.

A long range view, because of mili-
tary demands ond Congressional ap-
proval requirements that force revis-
ions, is not possible. Even this outline
of the scope and funds involved is sub-
ject to change.

Arsa of Responsibility — SWD

Before proceeding further, | would
like to outline briefly the areas of re-
sponsibility for the militery canstruc-
tion activities of the five districts of the
Southwestern Division of the Corps of
Engineers. The Little Rock District has
jurisdiction over the stote of Arkonsas,
ond the northern haolf of the state of
Lovisiana. The Tulsa District supervises
militory canstruction work in the stote
of Oklahoma, the Ponhandle of Texas,
ond the northern portion of Texas
above Dallas The A!buquerque District

supervises construction in the state of
New Mexico, and the northwestern por-
tion of Texas, while the Fort Worth Dis-
trict is responsible for military con-
struction in the central portion of
Texos. OQur own Galveston District, with
main offices in Galveston, supervises
work in the southern portions of Texas
ond Lovisiano.

Galvaston District Military Progrom
The total current militory construction

program being conducted under super-
vision of the Galveston District (for the
U. S. Army and U. 5. Air Force)
amounts ta some 59 million dollars.
{This is exclusive of future progroms
wihch are also under design.) OFf this
amount, we hove 49 million dallars
worth already under contract, while 10
million dollors worth remains to be
placed under caontract before June 30
of this year.

Preliminary design of items in the
FY 56 program amounting to 24 mil-
lion dellors, has been completed dur-
ing the current fiscal yeor. It is contem-
ploted that campletion of FY 56 design
will be authorized in the near future,
as well as project planning and pre-
liminary design for the FY 57 progrom.
The finol progrom outhorized by Con-
gress for construction will most likely
be less thon the design pragram.

Asphalt, the flexible poving, is
always in contoct with the foun-

dation.

Rigid pavement becomes o beam

subgrade settles. Heavy

breok this

when
loods beam. Con-

tinued application can couse
pumping or additional brecking
ot some point severol feet away.
Always specify ASPHALT PAVING

. . the flexible paving that costs

less and lasts longer.

Stondord size for Texas Bitulithic

4" paving
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ASPHALT PAVING is a FLEXIBLE paving
.does not break hke RIGID paving
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Gulveston District Medical Facilities

An item which | believe will be of
interest to you is the current program
for medical facilities being accom-
plished by the Galveston District for
the Air Force.

Since this program first began in
FY 52, the Galveston District has super-
vised canstruction of dental clinics,
varying in size from 8 to 20 chairs, at
Loughlin, Loredo, Lackliond, Kelly, Har-
lingen and Foster Air Farce Bases in
Texas, and the Lake Charles AFB in
Louisiana.

In addition to this, we hove con-
structed 50/100-bed hospitals at
Loughlin, Lorede and Foster Air Force
Boses; o 75/150-bed hospital at the
Harlingen AFB; and a 75/150-bed hos-
pital is being designed in the FY 56
srogrom for Ellington AFB, near Hous-
ton.

Qwr largest hospital project mow un-
der construction is located ot the Lock-
land Air Force Base, where o 500,
1000-bed, multi-story, permanent type
hospital is being built. The structure
includes nine complete stories, plus
basement and two more stories in the
elevator tower.

The structure will be primarily con-
crete frame, with cast in place concrete
panel fill-ins, ond will have 320,000
square feet of space. The exteriar will
be given o dash coat of Portlond ce-
ment ond fine sand.

Procuring A-E Services
Construction actually began on Oc-
tober 5, 1954, and campletion of the
project is scheduled for late Septem-
ber, 1956,

Another project in this orea which is
of interest to you, is the School of
Aviation Medicine being planned for
construction at the Brooks Air Force
Base, neor here.

The focilities are being designed to
meet the Iriple mission of the school;
namely, (1) the teoching of aviation
medicine, {2) reseorch in aviation med-
icine, and {3) the clinical practice of
aviotion medicine. We will be required
to pravide spoce, utilities, etc., for test
chombers, experimentation,
ond numerous ather items. As on ex-
ample, the lecture rooms will be equip-
ped so that by meons of color TV and
intercom, as many as 500 students will
be oble to observe ond osk questions,
even while delicate surgery is being
performed.

onimal

| would like to briefly give you the
Corps of Engineer procedures and

TEXAS ARCHITECT

Fort Worth Craftsman Honored

Grayson Gill of Dallas, president of TSA, presents a craftsmanship award to
J. J. Delwaide, Fort Worth stonecutter and quarryman who was honor quest at
the Fort Warth Chapter's annual Craftsmanship Award Banquet. Looking an is
Albert 5. Galemon of Houston, regional direcior of the American Institute of
Architects who was present for the banquet at the Rivercrest Country Club in

Fort Worth.

policies for procuring A-E services for
design of military construction projects.

In the months following the out-
breok of the Korean War, several mo-
jor changes were made in the proce-
dures and policies for procuring A-E
services for the design of Army and
Air Force subjects, to be constructed
under the supervision of the Corps of
Engineers.

In December 1950, the President of
the United Stotes declored thot o
period of Notional Emergency existed,
ond to many people a third world wor
oppeared imminent. However, the lon-
guoge of the appropriation acts pass-
ed by Congress, made it clear thot it
was the intent of Congress, that the
military construction program was o be
executed in an orderly, business-like
foshion, without the application of ex-
pediting funds, or the assumption of
unreasonoble completion dates, for
ony item included in the program.

To implement the procedures pro-
mulgated by the Secretary of Defense,
the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,
issved the following policies to be fol-
lowed by the Corps:

*. .. In the interest of economy, the

strength of Government forces assign-
ed to military construction projects will
be held to the number that con uni-
formly and profitably be employed on
a year-round basis. In the event thot
enly a portion of design work can be
accomplished by Government forces,
architect-engineers will be employed
on projects having a counterpart in
the civilian economy.’ Further, **. . . it
is the current policy of the Corps of
Engineers to distribute the items of
work to ocquaint as many new firms as
possible with the policies ond proce-
dures of engineering design in the
event of on all-out emergency. The
items of work sholl be grouped and
spread omong as many firms as pos-
sible in order thaot upon completion of
the present progrom all qualified archi-
tect-engineer firms in each crea will
hove hod some work."” These stoted
pelicies were rigidly opplied during
the colendor years 1951, 1952, and
1953.

During this period, the Galveston
District alone hos entered into contracts

(Cantinued on Page 8)
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Duild your Dbathrooms around

BRIGGS BEAUTYWARE...

IN

Coordinated color interiors give homes personality and prestige,
according to Howard Ketcham, America's best known color
adviser to many home building firms. Today, there's no doubt
about the importance of colorful bathrooms and kitchens.
They're as much a showplace a= any room in the house.

Your prospects are not only eolor conscious, but fast becoming
color educated. That's why the soft pastel tones of Briggs Beauty-
ware are so pleasing, so versatile and so popular.

When you tell your prospects that colorful Briggs Beautyware

is fadeproof, easy to keep clean, and blends with any number
of bathroom accessory and decorating changes, you can’t help
but generate a strong desire for ownership,

We invite you to shop for color fixtures—compare materials,
design and workmanship— compare bathing features, atility
features, finishes and beauly of appearance. And compare color
match, color shade and color brilliance. You, too, will agree
Briggs Beautyware is the outstanding color value and a grr(
contribution to home sales features,




Briggs colors complement any type of

No matter what the style of a home—from Colonial to Con-
temporary—you can enhance the beauty of the bathroom and
kitchen with any of Beautyware’s sparkling sea-tone colors.

Briggs color processing is
exclusive and exacting

Pressure-formed enameling steel—proven superior for many
rugged porcelain products—is specially processed at Briggs into
glass-hard, glass-bright color fixtures.

At Briggs, too, the finest clays are chemically blended and
glazed under most exacting controls to assure matching vitreous
china. As a leader in color processing, Briggs has made color
fixtures available at new economical costs.

Briggs Beautyware finishes
are fadeproof and stainproof

Briggs color finishes are so durable that they dely stains, acids,
medicines and cosmetics, just like glass itself. In addition, they
resist chipping and marring, and are absolutely fadeproof.

These are selling features that your customers will really
understand and appreciate.

Sky Blue

home - any decorating theme

Here are colors so natural and so pleasing that they comple-
ment any decorating theme—even suggest new decorating ideas
—add greatly to a home’s livability and saleability.

A Second Bathroom is Beautyware’s new standard for American Living

BRIGGS MANUFACTURING CO. »

300 BUHL BUILDING -

DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN
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New Design Aid For Students

Produced for the nine architectural and architectural engineering schools in the Southwest,
this design aid for students features models of three basic wall types with descriptive literature
of each design. Shown inspecting the display is J. J. Kelly, (left) Promotion Manager and
C. T. Grimm, executive secretary of the Clay Products Association of the Southwest,

Galveston District . . .

with 86 A-E firms. These contracts cov-
ered the preparction of plans, specifi-
cations, and design onaclyses for con-
struction totalling more thon 116 mil-
lion dollars.

The number of personnel in our En-
gineering Division, assigned to this
military construction progrom, held
foirly constant during this period over-
aging obout Bé.

During colendar year 1954 and
early in 1955, modifications to the ex-
pressed policies of the Chief of Engi-
neers were received, The Koreon War
had been brought to o close. Numerous
firms and individuols had gained ex-
perience in militory construction de-
sign, and more and more emphasis was
placed on economy, reduced monpow-
er and greater efficiency. Our current
regulations governing the operaotions
of the Corps of Engineers now contain
instructions os follows: "', ., . Emphasis
will be placed on selecting firms or in-
dividuals . . . experienced in the design
of the porticular type of project in-
volved, ond hoving the ability to or-
ganize sufficient personnel to expedite
the work. In all coses where the quali-
fications of a lacal firm or individual
are determined to be equal to those of
o non-local firm or individual for o
porticular project, preference will be
given the lacal firm or individual. . . .
Overlooding of any one firm should be
ovoided. The principle of distributing
work among the maximum number of
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firms should not be applied with such
rigidity that the use of specific time in-
tervals or any other systematic rototion
plan is required. Each project will be
considered on the basis of its individ-
val quolificotions. Insofar os proctic-
able, an equitable distribution of ovail-
oble wark wil be mode among quali-
fied firms. The award of controcts in
oll cases should be predicoted on
sound engineering and economic prin-
ciples and on the basis that the over-all
best interest of the Government is be-
ing served."

Under these regulations, the irend
hos been to negotiate the FY 55 and
FY 56 work with A-E firms experienced
in military construction design to Corps
of Engineer requirements. District rec-
ords reveal that during April 1955, 20
A-E firms were octively engoged in
work for the Galveston District. Five
of these firms were working with the
District for the first time. A systematic
rotatian plan is not in effect, but we do
consider new A-E firms, ond try to keep
o portion of our work with new A-E's,

You no doubt are interested in how
A-E fees are established. Based upon
fee experience, the Office, Chief of
Engineers has developed a set of
curves from which the A-E fee con be
determined as a percentage of the es-
timated construction cost, with some
latitude for complexity of design and
field work required. Unlike construction
contracts, which are olmost entirely od-
vertised ond oworded to the lowest re-

San Antonio Architects
Win Design Awards In
Chapter Competition

Members of the Son Antonio Chap-
ter, TSA, were awarded eight citations
for autstanding design in connection
with the Chapter’'s competition during
Texas Architect's Week. Many of the
award-winning designs wiil be entered
in “Texas Architecture — 1955, a
statewide competition to be judged in
conjunction with the State Fair of Texos
in Dallas this fall.

An oword jury headed by Professar
Harwell H. Harris of the School of
Architecture at the University of Texas
made the following awords:

Awards Listed
First honors, aoll classes: Bartlett

Cocke and O'Neil Ford, for o Trinity
University dormitory.

Residential merit aword: Cerf Ross
& H. Edwin Nicholson, for the Ross
hame.

Churches merit award: Milton Ryan,
for the University of Presbyterian
Church.

School merit award: Phelps & De-
wees & Simmons, for the San Antonio
Junior College group.

Commercial class merit award: Reg-
inald G. Roberts, for a professional
center presentation.

Honorable mentian awards went to
Fronk M. VYaldez and Joe L. Willioms,
for a speculative house design; to A.
Noanan & Associotes, for on Alice In-
dependent School District design; ond
to Ayres & Ayres for the San Antonio
Internctional Airpart,

sponsible bidder, A-E contracts are all
negotiated.

As District Engineer, | have the ou-
tharity to opprove A-E selections, ex-
cept in cases involving classified proj-
ects. However, my authority to award
an A-E contract is limited to those in
which the fee does not exceed $100,-
000. Award must be opproved by the
Division Engineer (in Dallas) en con-
tracts when the fee is over $100,000,
but which does not exceed $500,000.
Where the fee exceeds $500,000,
award of an A-E contract requires the
opprovol of the Chief of Engineers in
Washington. Approval of estimated
fees contain these same limitctions.

Based on post experience and
known copabilities, my office selects
three firms in an order of preference.
After approval of the Government esti-
mate of the fee, we enter into negotia-

{Continved on Page 11}
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SWINGING DOORS*SLIDING PANELS*CASEMENT WINDOWS*PROJECTED WINDOWS

«.+.as illustrated in Sweets
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RES. U.8. PAT. OFF,

Foducts

R. H. FOLMAR COMPANY MANUFACTURERS AUSTIN, TEXAS

modern Texas schools
choose CLOW Gasteam

radiators for heating

because: They are time-proved
for safety, economy, comfort and
durability. James B, Clow & Sons
has been manufacturing Gasteam
Radiators for 55 years and many
Texas schools are still heated by
Gasteam Radiators after 25 to 30
years of use. Where can you find
a heating plant with a service
record like that?

Don't take our word for ji—
just ask the schools that use them.
Let us send you a list of Texas
schools that use Clow Gasteam
Radiators for heating!

The New Duncanville High School—Duncanville, Texas.
Superintendent of Schools: J. Herman Reed.
Architect: Royall M, Strode, Dallss. Structurat Enginesr: Willlam L. Cobb, Dallas.
General Contractor: Lee Elliott, Associates, Dallas.

Each Clow Gasteam Radiator is an independent heating
plant, generating its own steam heat with gas.
Aporoved by the American Gas Associstion for use with City, Bulane of

Fropane gas. Listed by The Undarwriters' Laboralories.

TEXAS DISTRIBUTORS
JAMES B. CLOW & SONS:
Dallas 6—5637 Daniels Avenue
Tel. EMerson 6-2896
Houston 6—2611 Colquitt Avenue
(off Kirby Dr.)
Tel. Keystone B148
THE GAS-STEAM HEATING CO.
San Antonio 5—102 Heiman St,
Tel. CApltol 3-6123

Writs or ‘phone NOW

for further
and tree

information
estimates

This new 20-classroom high school was built by the unique method of
pouring the roof on the ground and raising it up to the proper height
with synchronized hydraulic jacks and fastening it to the supporling
structure. Roof trusses for the front, gymnasium section, are above in-
stead of below the roof, providing an unobstructed surface below.

Yes, many of the newest, most modern Texas schools are being heated
by Clow Gasteam Radiators, That's because they served so many Texas
communities so well in their old buildings. You, too, can benefit from the
cconomy in installed cost and fuel cost of a Clow Gasteam Radiator
heating system for schools. Why not drop into ene of our display rooms
for a demonstration? Sec addresses at lefi.

JA"ES BI clow and sous 201-209 N. Talman Avenue ¢ Chicago 80, lllinols

TEXAS ARCHITECT
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Impertinent Comments On
Japanese Life And Architecture

By TOM W. SHEFELMAN

Editor's Note: Mr. Shefelman is a young

Texas architect who has been traveling and
studying in Japan with his wife Janice.

What is Japanese orchitecture? We
are beginning to wonder why we con-
not yet onswer such a question aofier
already seeing so many shrines, tem-
ples and houses. They oll looked alike
at first glance, os did Japanese faces.
But now, os do Jopanese faces, each
structure, each garden begins to as-
sume an individuality of its own.

To define or categorize what is be-
ing designed ond built today is even
more difficult. As we try to understond
modern !apan through the eyes of o
contemporary Western architect we
are completely baffled.

Change Not Complete

We see the Jopanese leaving his
matted house for the business world
feeling that his architecture, like his
clothes, must change to ‘'Western
Style.”” In neither case is the chonge
alwoys as complete os he thinks it is.
No motter how complete it is, nor with
how much expense, the new “duds™
usvally do not fit too well.

In so many departments of Jopanese
life there is that unquestioning adop-
tion, in port aor in full, of the new or
the Western, even os in other depart-
ments there remains the docile accept-
once of things as they always were. To
take an idea from the West ond then
to go on from there is a mental process
which seems foreign to Japonese think-
ing. To make use of the cultural and
spiritval recourses of his own ancient
civilization when confronted with the
outward manifestations
civilization appears to be too difficult
a task for him,

“"Co-axistence” Is Description
The idea of bringing the new and

the old, the Western and the Eastern
into hormony with one onother we
rarely see in practice. "'Co-existence”
is the word which describes todoy's
situation best.

Walter Gropius is rumored to have
displayed signs of disappointment that
so much of his school of thought has
been adopted without questioning, and
so often superficially applied, by some
of the well known Japonese architects.
We ourselves were disoppointed in
some of the large commercial buildings
now mushrooming in Tokyo. 5o many
are such greot, cold hulks of concrete,
glass and tile. S0 mony seem to lock
the sense of visual order, the restroint

of Western
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"Co-Existence'" In Modern

Japan

This Japanese couple, the wife in traditional costume with her child, the
husband in Western dress complete with briefcase, are symbolic of some mani-
festations of Nipponese architecture today, Tom W. Shefelman reports.

and refinement which the Jopanese on
a smaller scole could handle so well.
Difficulty Taking Reoot

And on the ground nature gives way
to on empty sea of concrete povement
and terrazzo. But the source of inspira-
tion, or better yet, imitation, is obvious
— The Bauhaus, Le Corbusier. We can-
not help but think of a great free that
has been transplonted into strange soil
and is hoving much difficulty taking
root.

Gropius is said to have complained
of lack of scole, human scale in this
“new orchitecture.” He hos suggested
that the Jopanese furn to their own
traditional orchitecture more often for
inspiration. But some of them answer
that this is impossible in the design of
the big concrete structure.

Troditional Architecturs of Wood

The problem is different, Tradifional
architecture is of wood. It is for sitting
on the floar, It is impractical, But cer-
tainly there must be a difference be-
tween the inconveniences of the tradi-
tional, and the spirit or frame or mind
which made creation of the poetry in
it possible. Frank Lloyd Wright grasped
much of this poetry ond recreated it in
concrefe ond masonry with modern
plumbing, heoting, and electricity to
boot.

Is this impasse in architecture sym-

bolic of the entire Joponese culture
which Western ideos are now invod-
ing? We were told the other day about
o young girl from o fomily of Noh oc-
tors. Noh droma is considered by many
the apex of Orenitol ort. In it the oudi-
ence experiences the total elimination
of the non-essential, the perfection of
every sound and movement, the perfect
exercise for the keenest imaginotion.
Symbolic of Entire Culture?

This young girl had already master-
ed such perfection through the troining
of her family, in which the art hos
possed for generations os a family
heritage. A very capable English teach-
er in a private school attempted to use
her talent in a Shakespearean ploy.
The ottempt ended in failure. The
greotest of Western drama left too
much to the initiative. It followed no
rigid pottern such as the young girl
had leorned mechanically, yet so
gracefully, to follow in Noh.

This episode may appeor to be an
extreme example, Nevertheless, it pro-
vides for us an excellent illustration of
the problem created in Jopan by the
flood of Western ideas and the new-
found freedom to respond to them. The
field of orchitecture provides only one
of the mony outward monifestations of
this problem. And this generation can-
not hope to predict the final autcome.

TEXAS ARCHITECT




Galveston District . . .

tions with the number one A-E selected.
If a fee can be agreed vpon, o con-
troct is entered into upon receipt of re-
quired authority to oward. f ogree-
ment connol be reached with regard to
fee, negotiations are then broken-off
and our second choice is called in for
negotiation, ond if necessary, the third.
Thus for, we have never had to ga be-
yond the second choice.

With few exceptions, A-E firms hove
"'shouldered the load” so ta speak,
with Galveston District persannel. They
have taken on active interest in the
problems and work of the District,
“burning the midnight oil” to incor-
porate chonges in design and yet meet

deodlines.
A-E's Comivlbution to MNation
As an officer in the Corps of Engi-

neers, U. 5. Army, ond in my capocity
os District Engineer of the Galveston
District, | am in o position to appre-
ciote the tremendous services the archi-
tect-engineers of Americo hove ren-
dered to our Nation — to its economic
strength, to its defenses ogoinst og-
gression, and to the well-being of its
people.

Today, the United Stotes relies upon
its architect-engineer and construction
industry os never before. Qur expand-
ing economy requires constantly more,
beter, foster, bigger ond more varied
construction. And today, during this
ero of uncertointy, adequote design
and construction ore two of the main
roots of our effarts for defense.

Shortage of Engineers

In this twilight era of holf-peoce and
holf-wor, we must be ready to mobilize
instantly for the hosty, unmeasured
needs of our military construction an
one or o hundred fronts, ot home or
abroad. You moy expect to be called
on in the future, as in the past, to per-
form tosks thot will test the utmost lim-
its of your skills, resources, ond know-
how. We of the militory estoblishment,
will continue to bring unprecedented
design ond construction problems to
you for technical advice in both plan-
ning and building. We will continue to
drow upon you for skilled ond experi-
enced personnel, both os consultants
and on actual jobs.

Now it has become an axiom thot
modern wor is an engineering wor.
Military preparedness and military op-
erations alike, call for the very highest
skills in engineering planning ond con-
struction. On the Army's side, they call
for an olert, knowledgeable, lorge-
scole organization in existence at all

TEXAS ARCHITECT

times. On the side of private enter-
prise, it calls for skill ond know-how
unmatched by planners and builders
of any other nation. This we find
among America's architect-engineers
and contractors,

Qur leod in construction pawer is
clear-cut. In other facets of technology
we are not as secure. Our engineering
personnel problems, in porticulor, are
becoming more serious each year. We
are told that Russia has been turning
out almost twice as many technologists
and engineers a year os are being
groduated from America's engineering
schools. In fact, the Notional Science
Foundotion recently told the Congress
that in 1955, Russia will turn out three
times ©s mony young scientists ond
engineers os the United Stotes. Meon-
while, we Americans ore not only foll-

ing behind the Russians, but behind our
awn needs. The Nation is not produc-
ing enough engineering graduates to-
day to fill the ranks of our public and
privote engineering orgonizotions, nor
enough engineering and science teach-
ers, particularly at high-school level,
to assure our supply of engineers for
the future. This is something for all of
us who are interested in design or con-
struction to give much serious thought.
Engineer education should be oided
wherever possible.

Qur strength is the strength of team-
work. The jobs that we have been call-
ed upon to execule together hove
been done, ore being done, ond | am
happy to say, will continue to be done
honestly ond occording to the rules
which provide for fair ond just treat-
ment to all.

Sparkling White Marble
and 20 Other Colors

for Roofing & Terramo

2800 E. 17th 5T.

4 Shades of Green Now Sa Popular

We have an inventory of 100,000 bags; can fill orders for

one ar mare colors immediately.

DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY

PHONE 2-3440

AUSTIN, TEXAS

DOOR CLOSER

for Eastern and Centrol Texas:

for Amarillo, Plainview, Llubbock,
Lomesa, Midland and West:

REPRESENTATIVES

For information on LCN Closers concecied over the door,
in the door, or in the floor, or saposed, coll or write

JOHN J. HUGHES
3106 Drexel Drive, Dallas 5, Texos
Telephone LAkeside 5070

L. E. CLEAVINGER

614 Mercontile Building, Denver 2, Colorado
Telephone KEystone 4-7313
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Architects Participate In
Community Planning Session
At University of Texas

Karl Kamrath, TSA-AIA of Houston,
chairman of the Texas State Planning
Commission, and Herbert M. Tatum of
Dallas, former president of TSA ond
choirman of the American Institute of
Architects regional committee on urban
design nda housing, were among those
attending o recent conference on com-
munity planning ! the University of
Texas.

The conference wos under the choir-
manship of Hugo Leipziger-Pearce,
TSA-AlA, professor of architecture and
plonning at the University.

Morning ond [luncheon sessions
brought together 34 representatives
from the University of Texas, various
state agencies, and TSA.

Harold ¥. Miller, executive director
of the Tennessee Stote Planning Com-
missian, served as consultant and
luncheon specker. The conference es-
tablished a frame of reference by
which the University of Texas profes-
sional research resources could be util-
ized for graduate educotion ond sery-
ices in city and regional plonning to
benefit Texas' urban growth.

Flouston Architects
Active In Campaign To
Restore Historic Home

Five Houston TSA members, headed
by Harvin C. Moore, choirman of the
Houston Chapter's committee for the
preservation of historic buildings, are
active in efforts of the Harris County
Heritage & Conservation Society to re-
store the historic Noble House in the
bayou city.

The 110-yeor-old structure, only re-
maining Houston home which dotes
from the days of the Texas Republic,
has been threatened with destruction
for years, porticularly since a fire this
spring which left it only partially
intact.

A group including Birdsoll P, Bris- (
coe, TSA-FAIA; Rolph Buffington, Al-
bert Howze and J. R. Tabor, all TSA;
and Mr. Moore are preparing restora-
tion plans as a civic service. Research
is now proceeding ropidly so that
restoration of the house will be as
authentic os possible. Among the
problems invoived, however, are locot-
ing early photographs of the house or
technical doto regarding its original
condition, and such materials os over-
sized brick. The original brick came
from a yard operoted by slaves in
early Houston.

Chder CLAY TILE fov beauty that lasts

AR 'HMITECTS specify genuine clay tile for commercial and
residential floors and walls where ruggednesa
or beauty is important.

RACTORS prefer dry-press clay tile because
its precision assures exact setting—quicker,
easier instalintion.

NTS approve of beautiful clay tile walls and floors because
—whatever the installation—they are proven
time and money savers.

Only dry-press clay tile meets so many requirements of architect,
contructor, and client. Clay tile lasts, no matter how heavy the wear. Its
natural beauty blends in with every type of design.

Moreover, you cut time and cost in installation when you use dry-press
clay tile. The exact setting made possible by this precision-formed tile
speeds up every job—saves you as much as 109 to 16% on each installation.

Clients like the way clay tiling keeps right on saving money. Acid-
resistant, fireproof, rot-proof and vermin-proof, it survives the roughest

use, yet requires no maintenance,

Texeramics Flint Quarry Tiles, manufactured by the
dry-press method, surpass government specifications.

Available in 3 g
13"} with a complete line of trim.

6" x 6" x

(3% x8"x %" and
Three

standard sizes

natural eolors: Red Chief (red), Desert Sand (buff)

and Fire Flash. Write for samples and information.

TEXERAMICS INC.

P O BOX 2174

PHONE 1Ban
MINERAL WELLS, TEXAB
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WHITE A4 40 smuch. more effcelive !

Trinity white—the whitest white cement—is a true portland.

The gleaming sparkling whiteness as mass or contrast increases the
stature of good design. Use it for architectural concrete units;
stucco; terrazzo; and wherever high light-reflection is indicated.

Trinity white meets all Federal and ASTM specifications.
<= This grayness of
grey porfland cemant is

That's why Tri

is best where conc

1o be finted. There is no
muddiness fo your color.
You get clouner, fruer
volues

THE WHITEST WHITE CEMENT

A Product of GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT CO. + Chicago * Dallas * Chattancoga * Tampa * Los Angeles
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Any way you look at it...
They're your best buy in windows!

==

Arislide aluminum sliding windows

® Reduced installation cost: nail-in anchor fin eliminates Write for catalogues
surrounds or frames.

Mad to: N, K. Juvet, Mgr, Anshde Windows & Doors Division, |
Michel & Pfeffer lron Winks, Inc. 1
Address: 212 Shaw Road, South San Francisco, California,
Please send Arishide Aluminum Shding Windows Catalogue and
Arishide Steel Shiding Duoors Catalogue,

® Nylon bottom rollers for smooth, quiet operatien,
® Complete mohoir weatherstripping.

® Sliding unit easily removed from inside. o T

® May be purchased knocked-down ar fully assembled.

Quality-builit by the makers of
Arisiide Steel Sliding Doors

ARISTON

Sinee 1912 Sl Products

MICHEL & PFEFFER IRON WORKS. INC. » 212 SHAW ROAD « SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA



