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World's most advanced 
All-Year Air Conditioner nov, • 1n 
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~ ALL-YEAR gas AIR CONDITIONER 

This revolutionary 3-con Servel Gas Air Conditioner 

obsoletes all ochers. A siugle coil handles both the cool­

ing and heating operation . . . permits easy "inside 

closet" installation and homeowners gee the plus 

advantages of no vibration, no moving parts, low-cost 

operation and freedom from maintenance. 

And there's a big bonus selling point for you .. . 

the gas utility's interest in assuring a satisfactory 

insta llation ! 



Aggregate Tra n&-Fer 
ADDS BEAUTY AND COLOR TO ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE 

Photogroph (opproximotely ½ size) 
of on aggregate transfer area of the Cuming 
County Courthouse tn West Pomt, Neb 
Bocklund & Jackson is the orchitect-eng1neer. 
Parsons Construction Co . is the contractor. 
Both firms ore located 1n Omaha, Neb. 

The Cuming County Courthouse in West Point, Neb. is an examplt> 
of the warmth and color that can he imparted Lo architectural concre te 
structures by using the aggrq;ate transfer method. 

The red l,ands around Lhf' courthouse constitute the aggrc•gaie 
tra11sf1•r an·a a l111UI of 17~0 sq. ft. Tlw nilor \\ as adtit•\ t·d 
h) a mixture of 65' ; darl-. n·dar gra} 111arblt· aggr,·gate and :l5' ~ alpine 
rt>d marble chips. The n·sulti11g l1l1•11d rn11Lrash plt·usantly 
"ith the surrounding an·a of eXJJOlH'd, grout-dt•am•d c·1rncrelc' walls. 

\ggregale Lransfc•r is an cc·c111111nin1l nwthod d1·veloped lo obtain eolor 
i11 arc-11 i Lt•1·L u ral c·om·n•tc• \\ alls. It is 1•con11111H·al lwl'uuse 
tht• s1weial aggn•gaH' 111•1•d1·d is limited to a thin layc•r at th1• surfa1"e. 

You attath colored aggn·gu11• lo a thin form liner of ply\,tlOcl 
or otlwr material by means of a spt•ciul udlwsive. EreC'l the reinforcing 
and bacl-. form in usual "ay and !ill \dth co11crcle. Strip form!i 
and lrcat the colored surface Lo expose the special facing uggn•gute. 

ArchiteC'ts arc invitc•d lo "rile for free, illustrated litcratun•, 
distrihutl•d 11111) 111 the U.S. and CunaJu, 011 tlw aggn•gate Lra11sfc•r llll'thod. 

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
114 East Eighth Street, Au stin 1, Texa s 

A notional orgonlzolion lo Improve ond exlend lhe uses of portlond cement and concrete 
. .• through scienliAc research and engineering Aeld work 
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AIR CONDITIONING 

pioneered by Chrysler 
engineered by Chrysler 
to offer you the most 
versatile line of air 
conditioning & heating 
equipment available today 
for residential & commercial 

building 

Air Acce ssori e s, Inc. Low-Te mp Distr ibutor s 
1400 Henderson 125 Lemar StrHt 

Fort Worth , THu 
Sin Antonio, Teru 

Alrt e x , Inc. Royalalr Distributor s 
1007 W1ugh Drive 2122 Olive StrHt 

Houston , r .... D1ll1t, Teras 

Bak er Enginee r ing Co. Unit e d Ele ctr ic Se rv ice Co. 
P. 0. Box 543 500 G1lveston 
Lubbock. Te,u Wichit1 Fills, Tex11 

Cap e rton Re frig e ration Co. Wal sh Enginee rin g Co. 
P. 0. Box 3222 Hitwey 75 North 

Tyler, TH1t S armen, Tues 

r 

for complete 
information 

CALL THE 
AIRTEMP 
DISTRIBUTOR 
IN YOUR AREA 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 
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ARCHITECTS AND AIR-CONDITIONING 
With Texas rapidly becoming almost completely air-conditioned, it is 

important to note the results of some recent experimentation by researchers 
from the Notional Worm Air Heating & Air-Conditioning Association. The tests 
were concerned with how orientation of o structure affects heat load, and 
thereby air-conditioning operations and costs. 

Results indicate that air-conditioning costs are almost doubled for some 
structures when they are improperly oriented. Tests on a home, based on main­
taining a 75-degree indoor temperature when the outdoor temperature was 
at 95, indicated the following: 

If the structure was faced west, the heat load was 41,800 BTU's. Properly 
oriented toward the north, the load was 22,000; toward the south, 22,300 
BTU's. The increased heat load facing west was found to be due chiefly to 
greater sun load on exposed glass and wall areas, rather than to the roof. 
Variables including awnings, shading during the day, relative window areas, 
etc. were considered in calculations. 

These tests indicate clearly where professional arch itectural services can 
prove an advantage at every stage in planning and construction. It is entirely 
possible that proper orientation alone could save a substantial portion of the 
cost of such services in lowered air-conditioning costs. 

By 

R. Max Brooks 

TSA-AIA 

Presidonl, 
Texas Soeiety 
of Architeels 

One of the most significent develop­

ments in the years since World War 

II hos been the greatly increased em­

phasis on city planning and urban 

redevelopment. National attention has 

been drown to the tremendous projects 

in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and other 

Eastern cities, where huge areas have 

been completely rebuilt. 

Many Texans fail to realize that 

plans of very large scope, involving 

either redevelopment of existing areas, 

completely new planning, or a combi­

nation of both, are underway in their 

own state and elsewhere in the South­

west. Austin, Fort Worth and Tulsa are 

typical of cities now studying impor­

tant such plans, and other metropol­

itan areas ore moving in the some 

direction. 

The redevelopment program at Tulsa 

is particularly interesting because archi­

tects in the Oklahoma ci ty-as is 

proper-have token a prominent role 

in every stage of the plan. Architects 

in other cities, including many mem­

bers of TSA, are working with city 

planning. But Tulsans hove seen their 

architects move with great energy to 

assume their tradi t ional roles as master 

builders and master planners. 

As one architectural publication 

commented: "(The Tulsa plan) ... is 

a dramatic example of what con hap­

pen when men trained in planning and 

design actually take the lead in urban 

redevelopment. It is one of those ... 

instances when a city's private archi­

tects step forward as a group, assume 

the roles of coordinators and pro­

moters on a team of civic and business 

leaders, and help their city visualize 

broad solutions to fu ture problems." 

PAGE 3 



The History of Tile was being developed in Germany. At 
the some time, enameling hod become 
popularized in Europe and by 17 50 
there were six general types of enamel· 
ing, almost all centered in Europe. 
These were: cloisonne, chompleve, bos­
si-toille, plique-ojour, Limoges (pointed 
enamels) and "miniature" style. 

By Research Deportment, Bellinger Corporation, Waltham, Moss. 
Manufacturer al Ceramic on Steel Woll TIie 

Tile and enameling dole bock thou­
sands of years, almost to the down of 
history, and much of the tile used in 
modern day construction is the some 
in design and composition as tiles 
used hundreds of years ago. Their 
evolution has been highlighted by con· 
tributions from many peoples in many 
ages. 

Usage of tile and enamel coatings 
date back to ancient Egyptian , Greek 
and Byzantine peoples. Earthenware 
tiles were used for wall decoration by 
the Egyptians in the Abusir pyramid 
of Neterkhet in the Third Dynasty. The 
Cretians used wall tiles for decoration 
in their homes from the eighteenth 
cen tury B.C. and onward. Clay tile, 
as we know it today , reached its 
maturity of design and form during the 
medieval period, and the principal im­
provements that hove been made since 
deal largely with methods of manu· 
focture. 

Mode Flrat In Syrlo 
Wall tiles are thought to hove been 

made first in Syria, in the Tigro-Euph· 
rotes valley and in Persia. Similarly, 
the art of enameling is thought to have 
developed in western Asia or Asia 
Minor. Gold, silver, copper and earth­
enware, cove red with vitreous enamels, 
hove been discovered which are evi­
dence of use of enamel coating in 
Egypt and Assyria before the birth of 
Christ. Enameled golden ornamental 
robes on a statue of the god Zeus, 
mode either in Rome or Greece, dote 
bock to 400 or 500 B.C. 

Lustre wall tiles for the mosque of 
Side Okbo al Korrouon were brought 
from Baghdad in 894, and by the 
thirteenth century, manufacture of wall 
tiles was well established in Persia, 
notably around Rhoges and Veromine. 

Spreod From Ireland 
The Celts and Saxons were develop· 

ing the art of enameling for use on 
gold and bronze ornaments, house 
trappings and shields during the 
period from 600 to 900 A .O. The Irish 
hod been making enamel pieces be · 
fore the rise of civilization in the 
British Isles. From Ireland and Britain , 
enameling spread to Byzantium be· 
tween the years of 400 and 1400 A.O. 

In the fourteenth century, Moham ­
medan potters in North Africa and 
Spain developed new designs for tile 
which led to the famous Spanish Azule-

PACE 4 

jos tile, a richly decorated piece. An 
example of this tile was in the Alhom· 
bro at Granado. 

The Italian majolica type tile was 
introduced in the sixteenth century and 
was used in such famous spots as the 
Convent of St. Paulo al Seville and in 
the altar in the Alcazar at Seville in 
1503 . 

German Stove TIie 
Meanwhile, a tile for use on stoves 

During the 1700's, the most impor­
tant of the North European tiles were 
developed in Delft . These were used 
for fireplace and stove facings and in 
wall wainscotings . 

(Continued on Page 9} 

A single thickness of versatile Tectum 
can be a roof deck ... sidewall insulation ... 

formerly Macotee, Inc 
2907 HOLMES ROAD 

JAckson 4-3176 

Distributors and contractors for, 
Acoustical Treatment 

Boord 
Movable Partitions 
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Four TSA Members 
Elevated to Fellowship 

Four well-known members of TSA 
were advanced to membership in the 
College of Fellows of the American 
Institute of Architects during the re ­
cent AIA convention in Los Angeles . 

The new fellows are : 
R. Max Brooks, Austin 
Louis F. Southerland , Austin 
Ralph Bryan, Dallas 
Gen . Raymond Phelps , San Antonio . 

ACTIVE IN PROFESSION 

All four have been particularly 
active in their profession and in TSA 
affairs . 

Mr. Brooks, currently TSA president , 
has held many key posts within the 
Society including the chairmanship of 
TSA committees . He is a partner in 
Kuehne , Brooks & Barr and is well 
known as a civic and business leader 
in the state capital in addition to his 
professional accomplishments . 

Mr. Southerland , a member of the 
Austin firm of Page, Southerland & 
Page , has olso been very a ctive in TSA 
and in the professional practi ce of 
architecture . He is currently serving his 

Re-Elected AIA Secretory, 
Edward L. Wilson Addresses 
UT Architectural Graduates 

Edward L. Wilson , TSA-AIA of Fort 
Worth , AIA secretary who has just been 
re -elected to this important national 
post , was the commen cement speaker 
for 1956 graduates of the University 
of Texas architectural school in Austin 
recently . 

Mr. Wilson in his address , empha ­
sized the importance of a meaningful 
professional career as a responsible 
practitioner. Architecture , he stated , 
". . . . is a way of life , a way of 
thinking . Every waking moment , one 
must think as an architect ." 

The AIA secretary reminded the 
1956 graduates that the beginning of 
professional practice as an architect 
... " must be the natural and normal 
expression of the attainment to a posi ­
tion of thought and comprehension 
which looks out on the current scene 
as an architect , a responsible practi ­
tioner , one in whom the public may 
repose confidence .... " 

An abridged text of the Wilson ad ­
dress will be printed in August . 

JULY, 1956 

BROO KS 

PHELPS 

third consecutive term as TSA secre ­
tary -treasurer after a long record of 
accomplishments in the Central Texas 
Chapter and on various TSA com­
mittees . 

Mr. Bryan , a Dallas ar chitect , is 
regional architect in charge of hos ­
pital construction for the U. S. Public 
Health Service. Long prominent in his 
profession and in TSA, he is widely 
known in Texas and in th e Southwest . 
He has served on a number of TSA 

BRYAN 

SOUTHERLAND 

committees since the Society was first 
organized . 

FORMER TSA PRESIDENT 
Mr. Phelps is a former president of 

TSA. A member of the architectural 
firm of Phelps , Dewees & Simmons of 
San Antonio , he is a general officer in 
the reserve forces , one of the many 
professional and extra - professional 
fields in which he has been active . He 
is a charter member of TSA and has 
served since 1939 on key committees. 

Prize-Winning Church 
An interior view of the Concordia Lutheran Church in San Antonio, which 

won a second prize in the small church category of the Church Architectural 
Guild competition for architect Henry Steinbom er, TSA-AIA , of San Antonio. 

The church has exterior walls of Norman size hand-made brick with 
exposed brick on interior. Other features include the acoustical plaster ceiling 
and brick panels back of the pulpit and lectern. These panels serve as reflecting 
surfaces for the speaker and also provide an interesting transition from the low 
side walls to the large wall areas back of the altar. 

The Church Guild competition is conducted according to AIA regulations. 

N, GE 5 



New Techniques and Methods 
Increase Use of Plaster ., 

Kori F. Doerner, President 
Tuo, lureou for lolh,ng ond P/oslerrng 

Only to some extent may the in­
creased use of plaster as a finishing 
material in both new and remodeled 
construction be attributed to the "buil­
ding boom" of the post few years. 

The increasing popularity is related 
more directly to the development of 
acoustical plaster, new techniques of 
application, and growing acceptance 
of fire-safe plaster by architects and 
builders throughout the state. 

After World War 11, when experi­
mentation with o variety of new mater ­
ials become fashionable, it looked as 
if the ancient croft of wet-wall con­
struction might be forgotten complete­
ly. 

The lathing and plastering industry 
-contractors, journeymen, manufac­
turers-pulled an "operation boot­
strap" of its own, however, and by 
last year architects were specifying 
hundreds of thousands of square yards 
in Texas alone. 

FIRE RATING EMPHASIZED 
In addition to the new developments 

within the industry, the importance of 
fire-safety in construction was re-em­
phasized . Few materials earn as high 
a fire rating as lath and plaster. 
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KARL F. DOERNER 

Today, o growing percentage of 
plaster is "acoustical." Because most 
acoustical plasters remain in a some­
what soft state, they permit consider­
able flexibility of design in laying out 
light fixtures, coves and air condition­
ing outlets. In addition to its sound 
absorbency, acoustical plaster-like 

any other variety of plaster-earns o 
low fire insurance rote. 

Until recently acoustical plaster 
sometimes presented the problems of 
lop marks in large areas and of match­
ing existing texture when damaged. 
These problems now have been solved 
with machine application . In initial 

installations the work con be stopped 
and started as the job demands, and 
the entire wall or ceiling will be uni ­
form . In the event of indentations, 
gouges, or other damage, they can be 
filled in, sprayed with o small texturing 
machine, and the result will be uniform . 

MACHINE AGE ARRIVES 
There ore numerous plastering ma­

chines in T exos and the Southwest at 
present, and those architects, contrac ­
tors and plasterers who hove hod ex ­
perience with machine application hove 
reported satisfaction. Machines ore be ­
ing used now in all types of applica ­
tions, with o resulting increase in 
volume and acceptance. 

The machine age come to the plas ­
ter industry in 1949 when o Chicago 
corporation successfully field -tested the 
first plaster pump in 1 200 housing 
units. A number of the machines now 
on the market ore for specialized uses 
such as for confined areas, and there 
are powerful units for large-volume 
work . 

These larger machines consist of on 
electric or gasoline -driven pump and 
air compressor, o hopper, on air hose, 
and a material hose with spray noule . 
Except for models which do their own 
mixing, the lightweight plaster is pre ­
mixed in o power-driven paddle -type 
mixer and is dumped into lhe hopper 
mounted on the plaster machine. The 
pump conveys the wet mix through the 
material hose to the nonle, where air 
is introduced to atomize or diffuse the 
wet material into a spray, which is 
directed by the operator to the wall 
or the ceiling. In machine application, 
hose lengths of up to 100' are used 
successfully to pump plaster in any 
direction . 

LOW AIR PRESSURE 
Because of the low air pressure with 

which the plaster is applied, there is 
little rebound, and the scratch coot con 
be sprayed evenly on materials as 
open as metal lath . 

The portable texturing machines, de ­
signed primarily for acoustical and 
textured finishes, hove smaller motors 
and compressors. A small air hose con­
nects the compressor with noule and 
o material hopper held by the oper ­
ator . The premixed material is dumped 
into the hopper, enters the air channel 
by suction, and is blown out on the 
wall or ceiling . 

It now is possible to apply plaster 
using half sand as the aggregate, and 
the machines pump up to 3 ½ cubic 

/Continued on Page 9) 
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I 
1 At Dallas Seminar 

At Dalles church seminar sponsored by 
Baptist General Convention of Texu , J. W. 
C•ldwell (loft) and Ralph Buffington, TSA. 
AIA of Houston, examine church equ ipment 
on display. 

Eighty-Two Architects 
Attend Dallas Seminar 
On Church Building 

Eighty-two Texas architects ond 12 
Baptist leaders gathered in Dallas June 
7 and 8 lo discuss a $35 ,000,000 
question : What are the best methods 
for designing and erecting the multi ­
tude of new church and school build · 
ings planned by the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas in 1956? 

Theme of the group 's seminar was 
" Building for the Future." Most of the 
topics dealt with technical aspects of 
planning for specific church groups 
such as the Baptist Sunday School and 
Training Union classes. Presiding at the 
meetings were Adam A . Bliss, TSA-AIA 
of Dallas; Herbert Brasher, TSA-AIA, 
Lubbock, and Hooper Dilday, associate 
director of the BGCT Sunday School 
Department . 

3,000 CHURCHES PLANNED 

J. W . Coldwell, consultant for the 
convention, said that the seminar was 
the first of its kind held in Texas . Texas 
Baptists pion to start 3,000 new 
churches within the next 20 years , 
more than 100 of them during 19 56, 
he said . 

The denomination is growing at the 
rote of two new churches per week in 
congregations by 1975 . Total gifts this 
year will exceed $71,000 ,000, of 
which 13 per cent will be spent on 
church building payments , 27 per cent 
on new buildings and equipment and 5 
per cent on maintenance and building 
insurance . 

JULY, 1956 

Warns Against Inferior Varieties of Me xican Brick 
The brick industry hos issued a 

warning to the public and the con ­
struction industry in Texas to beware of 
inferior Mexican brick, that are poorly 
burned or otherwise fail to meet oc · 
cepted standards . 

Clayton T. Grimm, executive secre­
tary of the Clay Products Association 
of the Southwest, says : " A consider­
able quantity of low -grade brick is 
presently being imported from Mexico. 
It has come to the attention of the 
Association's engineering deportment 
that Mexican brick on numerous homes 
is disintegrating . laboratory tests indi ­
cate that many Mexican bricks do not 

conform to the applicable specification 
of the American Society for Testing 
Materials and should not be used 
where masonry is exposed to weather ­
ing ." 

Grimm suggested that the best pro · 
tection the prospective home buyer can 
have is to be sure that he selects a 
brick for his architect to specify that 
is backed by a reputable domestic 
company who will bock up the product. 

All member manufacturers of the 
Clay Products Association of the South · 
west certify that their own products 
conform to the applicable ASTM sped · 
fications . 

*RUIIIIEII ••• 

EAST WACO NEGRO ELEMENTA RY SCHOOL 
Spicor 11nd Bush, Architocls, Woco 

featuring ... 

Al. 
AttuHuuu,e 

• SMART APPEARANCE 

• EASY OPERATION 

110 u , 
,.,,, 0 ,, 

•• , u illustrated In Sweet's 

• ECONOMICAL MAINTENANCE 

• . .• but RIGHT! 

,aoJECTED WINDOWS • SWINGING DOORS • SLIDING rANELS • CASEMENT WINDOWS 
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Jeff Johnson, Architect 

co.-AE IN, JEFF, :t ·M STUDYING, 
TH S ;:O.DI:~ ~M THE AME~ICAN 
NST1TUTE 01= All<:H ~ECTS. H::~ If 
S UGGESTS D FFE'<ENT P"OGIZAMS 

AND WAYS TO CELES~TE TM!: 
100 .,, ANNIV~S~Y OF THE 

A.t.\ . NEXT YEA~ . 

T~E STAFF AT A IA. HE.AOQUA~~ 'II 
~\AS ~ NG'l"O N, HA.VI: 8~>,j V.Olii!K'l "IG ON 
T i11S ~:.',\ LONG -Me 'IQ\ \- r s OU~ 
T1.ll:N 0'1 TH£ LOCAi. ~E\.EI... 

, AGE 3 

N~W ~~ IS WHl!ll:i: THE A.IA \\ AS 
ORGAN IZED 8ACK' itJ 857. TMEY All:E 
GO ING TO Elii!EGT A PLAQUE ro 
CO\-·\MEMOIZATE THI: FOUNDING. 

'¢t~ 

By Dav id C. Baer, II 

\ 1A'r £SE: ANOTME~ VIEWA::)INT 
CAN HELP J WHAT A~E OTHE~ 
A~AS P1.AtJN1NG~ 

AL~ Al;~S -H~ U\.IITi P 5TATFS, ~i,tiiE Vilt 
THE~E IS AN A.t A . CHAPTEll Olit A CJVIG 
MINDED PE:~SON. PLANS AIZE 8EINIS ~\ADf TO 
CELl!SRAT'E THIS CENTENNIAL , 
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(Continued from Page 6} 
feet per minute. The result is a more 
uniform mortar and texture than is pos­
sible by hand, and of course the work 
is done foster with less fatigue for the 
plasterer. 

Of all the general advantages of 
plaster , including flexibility of design 
and acoustic control, insulating quali­
ties and sanitation factors, economical 
maintenance, permanence and ease of 
redecoration , perhaps the most impor­
tant is the fire-safety inherent in plaster 
finishes. 

On fire-safe gypsum or metal lath, 
plastered walls hove saved buildings 
from total ruin by fire. 

Now , through the use of firesafe 
materials, residential and small com­
mercial construction con be just as fire­
proof as monumental construction. lost 
year lightweight steel frame construc­
tion for homes and other small buil­
dings entered the Texas secene for the 
first time. 

FIR£PROOf HO MES £RECTED 
A dozen or more homes (in Corpus 

Christ, Austin, Fort Worth) have been 
erected with lightweight steel framing, 
metal lath and plaster, making as fire­
proof and vermin-proof o structure as 
any in the nation. All-steel kitchens, 

&c;Ol:-Qt-40'-J T 

cabinets, doors and windows remove 
the need for any combustible material 
whatsoever. 

The use of steel for studs, joinsts, 
rafters, sills, plates, and so forth in 
residences hos a slightly higher initial 
cost than conventional materials. This 
initial cost is more than justified, how­
ever, by the lower maintenance and 
fire insurance rate. The potential 
for steel-constructed, plaster-finished 
homes and other small buildings ap­
pears to be unlimited. 

Thus hos been the progress of the 
plastering industry over the past few 
years. Along with the new techniques 
and materials, craftsmanship is im­
proving continually. Clean jobs, close 
compliance with specifications, and 
high quality workmanship now can be 
expected in every job in Texas where 
plaster is specified. 

With an accelerated apprenticeship 
training program there is every assur­
ance that the lathing and plastering 
industry will continue to supply the 
labor needed to meet the increasingly 
greater amount of work. 

lathing and plastering contractors 
of Texas, in cooperation with TSA 
chapters, ore preparing a new publico-

Aspermont Elementary School, Aspermont, Texas - T. C. Clark, Superintendent 
Architects & Engineers· M. C Butler and Herbert Brasher, Lubbock, Texas 

CLOW GASTEAM RADIATORS will heat 
another modern TEXAS school-

WHY ARE CLOW GASTEAM RADI ­
ATORS BEING SPECIFIED FOR 
NEW MODERN TE XAS SCHOOLS ? 

Because of their time-tested service 
record! Many Texas schools are still 
being heated by Clow Gasteam radi­
ators installed 30 years ago' So it is 
natural that these school districts 

want this time-proven heating equip­
ment in their new schools. Just ask 
the schools that are using Clow 
Gasteam radiators what they think 
about their record for safety, comfort, 
economy and maintenance. 
Then contact one of our Texas dis· 
tributors listed below for further 
information . 

T EX AS DI S TRI BUTORS 
JAME S 8 . CLO W & S ON S 

DALLAS 6-
se:17 Oanlel1 Ave . 
Tel . EMerson 2898 

JULY, 1956 

HOUSTON 6-
2611 Colquitt Ave . 
Tel. JAckson 3--814t 

THE GAS-ST EA M H EA TI NG CO . 
SAN ANTONIO 5-
102 He,man St. 
Tel CAp1tol 3-6123 

(Continued from Page 4} 
Enameling on iron was started on o 

commercial basis by the Bortelmes 
fomily in Bohemia in about 1830. In 
1859, the some family began to put 
enamel on sheet iron. 

Dat es To 186 7 In U. S. 

In the United Stoles, the enameling 
of cooking utensils started in 1867 and 
in 1890, a Joliet, Illinois, company put 
the first line of enameled stoves on the 
market. Refrigerators and washers fol­
lowed in the early 1900's, and in 
1929 the first plant for exclusive manu­
facture of porcelain enamel wall tile 
was opened in this country. By 1932, 
the first oil-metal home, enameled in­
side-and-out, was put on exhibition. 
Today ceramic on steel wall tiles ore 
mode as o new application of this 
ancient process. 

lion on standard specifications as on 
integral part of a vigorous service pro­
gram by industry members. 

At a recent convention of lathing 
and plastering contractors in Dallas, 
TSA President R. Mox Brooks said he 
looks for on increasing appreciation 
of the place of architects and of the 
lathing and plastering industry in this 
era. 
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San Anton io Chapt e r, AIA 
Representat ive Select ion 
CLIENT: United Services Automobile As-

sociotion, San Antonio, Texas 
ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS: 

Phelps & Dewees & Simmons 
Atlee B. & Robert M. Ayres 
The owner, an insurance company 

serving the Armed Forces all over the 
world, requested a monumental home 
office building fitted into a well land­
scaped site development containing 
parking for 450 employees ' cars and 
(since the nature of the usage does 
not require customer parking) a lim­
ited parking area for 25 cars. 

The building site, bounded on two 
sides of principal city traffic arteries 
was slightly unusual in that the major 
portion of the site was in a swale, the 
street intersection of these two main 
arteries being eleven feet higher than 
the middle of the property . An em­
phatic requirement of the owner di­
rected that the building be so ar­
ranged on the site that the entrance 
would be higher than the street level 
of the principal artery. 

99 o/o W OMEN EMPLOYEES 
The owners requested on office 

building with work, recreotional and 
training facilities for some 1,000 em-

PAGE 10 

ployees, 99¾ of whom are women. 
Some of the special program require­
ments requested ore as follows: 

1 . The typical office working floor 
to have a feeling of open-ness, using 
adequate glossed oreas to eliminate 
any feeling of claustrophobia. Also the 
elimination of venetian blinds or cur­
tains in all working areas. 

2. Arrangements on all floors so 
that employees might, from time to 
time, be able to walk out onto on 
open loggia or balconies. 

3. Special emphasis regarding a 
fost method of serving food to all em­
ployees in a central cafeteria at the 
some time. 

4. Adequate areas for morning and 
afternoon coffee on those floors too 
for removed from the cafeteria. 

5. Transportation system consisting 
of 14 escalators with a travel speed 
of 1 20 feet per minute serve the 8-
story portion of the building, also a 
passenger and freight elevator. Bal­
conies at either end of building con­
tain four smoke-proof stairways that 
ore isolated from interior allowing for 
maximum safety or egress. 

Due to enormous amounts of in­
coming and outgoing moil, a distribu­
tion or message center is located on 

ground floor with vertical conveyor to 
distribute correspondence and papers 
throughout upper floors. 

6. Flexible use of some recreational 
areas, such as coffee rooms, to permit 
lecture group training. 

7. Special emphasis in the selection 
of materials for long life and ease of 
maintenance. 

8. Provision for the addition of fu ­
ture floors. (The building is designed 
for additional floors above cafeteria. 

The building is a structural steel 
frame with steel decking and light­
weight concrete slob fill. The north 
and south exterior walls consist of 
aluminum, gloss and porcelain skin­
type spandrels. Windows ore double­
glazed with ¼" thick heat-resisting 
gloss. These spandrels hove a water­
proofed bock-up wall. The walls of the 
building ore foced with white Georgia 
Marble in large slabs. Polished granite 
columns ore used on the first floor to 
support the entrance portico. Ceilings 
in work areas ore suspended acoustic 
with easily removable acoustic panels 
to gain access to mechanical piping 
and duct work. Floors in work areas 
ore of vinyl tile. Plastic wall covering 
was used in corridors and in other 
heavily used areas. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



San A nt onio Winner 
The new office building for the United Services Automobile Association , 

in San Antonio , in an unusual dose-up taken at night. Members of the San 
Antonio Chapter, AIA, chose this structure as representative of recent work 
in the Chapter area. Associated architects: Phelps & Dewees & Simmons and 
Atlee B. & Robert M. Ayres , all TSA-AIA. 

The fixtures illustrated above, and many others 

too, employ "01elux'" diecastings as an mtegral 
part of the unit .•. for STRENGTH, DURABILITY, 
APPEARANCE. l. No. 10156715 Recessed. 2. No. A-14 
Swivel Unit. 3. No. 8585 Hospital Light. No. WB 25 
Wall Unit. Wnte for your free copies of current 
PRESCOLITE literature 

•Prescolile's trade name for precision diecast products. 

PRESCOLITE MANUFACTURING CORP 
Berkele y~ Colifornio • Ne1 hominy, Penn1ylvonio 

JULY, 1956 

••• asphalt 
or concrete 
... for paving you 
can depend on, it's 
Texas Bitulithic Co. 
50 years of experience in better 
paving guarantee you that paving 
by Texas Bitulithic Company is 
paving you can depend on to last 
longest. let one of our salesmen­
engineers show you how the skill 
and experience of the oldest pav ­
ing contractors in Texas can save 
you money . 

Industrial • Drive-Ins • Streets 
Residential • Parking lots 
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Wi ll iam W. Caudill 
Receives Honorary Degree 
At Michigan State Normal 

William W . Caudill, TSA-AIA of 
Bryan, was oworded the honorary de ­
gree of Doctor of Laws from Michigan 
Stale Normal College, Ypsilanti, Mich., 
al the institution's June graduation 
ceremonies. 

Manufactur ers of 24 Colors for Terrano and Roofing. 

Featur ing Sparkling Texas Whit e . 

DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY 

2900 E. 17th ST. P. 0. BOX 6032 AUSTIN, TEXAS 

POI TODAY'S 

CONVEN JENCE + PERMANENCE 

Today's public buildings, which taxpayers ex 

pect to withstand the continued use of succeed­

ing generations, often must fill a multitude ol 

needs firesafe plaster meets architectural de­

mands for the flexibility of city halls, county 

courthouses, state office buildings Because it's 

firesafe, plaster earns a high fire rating and o 

low insurance rote, ond is the logical 

permanent 

records 

"housing" for important public 

11.ITIII\G & Pt1ISTEUI\G Perry-Brooks Building 
Austin, Texas 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



Classic, clean, 

contemporary 

buildings 

created with 

CORDOVA 
CREAM 

LIMESTONE 
First National Bank, 
Huntington, Indiana, 

Architects : Stevens and Broderick 

Cordova Cream lim estone 
Is Competit ively Priced with 

locally Quarri ed Stone 

When shipped in blocks 
and .;Jabs by lo,\ CO:,t water 

freight and fabrirated Ly 
local cutstone l'Ontractor.;;. 

Write today for c;amples, 
detailed informa tion and 

beautiful color !-howingi:, 
of Cordo, a Cream 

Limestone. Let U'- sho" 
you ho" you can work 

profitahl> "ith a lot·al 
cu t tone contractor. 

llere in the dean lines of this modern bunk 

building, the da,sic beauty of Cordova Cream 

Limestone stands out sharp ly. With all its 
beauty it al'-o gives an over-all effect of dignity 

and -,trength desirable in a financial institution. 

This ver:,atilt> stone has a natural warmth of 

color, ranging from cream to golden tints. 
It offeri, architect.; a \\ ide latitude of design 

and decorathe PO'-'-ibilities and at the same 
time gives them a building material tha t is 

unsurpasc;ed for enduring stren~th. And becau~e 
its natural beauty can't he duplicated becau~c 

it is ah\ays contemporary and always in 
good taste, it is a stone of unusual merit for 

residential, commercial and ins ti tutional 
buildings. 

TEXAS QUARRIES, INC. 
P. O. Box 91 • Austin, Texas 
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With aruz -~ FLOORS 

Vina-Lux vinyl-asbestos tile makes a perfect flooring background 
for school areas. Soft, light-reflecting colors, attrac tive but 

not distracting, suggest new and interesting design 
techniques that will make your school interiors more effective. 

And Vina-Lux makes light of maintenance, too - doesn't 
take muddy tracks, grease or chalk dust seriously, and its smooth, 

tightly-textured surface keeps that fresher , cleaner look 
for years without the need of wax. When your problem is school 

flooring, you'll discover new designing freedom in 
Vina-Lux. Write for information, samples and color chart. 

Pattern il1ou.n: Kodiak 

AZROCK PRODUCTS DIVISION • UVALDE ROCK ASPHALT CO . 

597 Frost Bank Building • San Antonio, Texas • Makers of Vina-Lux • Azrock • Duraco • Azphlex 


