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SEARCH FOR RESPONSIVE DESIGN

BY WEIMING LU, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR URBAN DESIGN
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND VREBAN DEVELOPMENT, DALLAS

Spnerican oitier ws enong the fees @wowing eress 0 the world snd hews
sncpumiersd gne of the grestest sawiromreedal diommes of hivsory, Cigles ke
e Yook amd Loz Snoslee fuos srobiomm of =i poilmiry, noke pellotinn, wets
it cwmrdhmmelmme, congesion, smd e oivers whiich et tires sppesr
insolveible, Thiss peobisms incressingly Tlustrats the nesd for urbar design, s =
el ﬁm’mw impeemmaraen, 10 be msre Dpoamtive, imaginetive s
responsive, T ruly ressonsive design meguine nol only grest ingight on T part of
desipnevy, but slso mush Inwalvernert o otk pulic smd Erinte Individusle
wfit] SegEnil i,

im ededitine ach ceston reguivee = particuls Gaelity rescuree within 2 &y, o
previds the necssssy rew matseinle for resolving uwrsen pralblemms, Thrse resourns
can teke sy forme sush = netial festnes, phveitel fieainrss, grovwth snergy.
sovd maiy athiers. Mewever, to sificiently sapinit thess rescurces snd 1o get the
st out of puhlic and privete lnvohwmen, it beanmes necesssry ty investigais
il vgeive ot e type of swvironmeriel chenges thet ste posinle s
hemiralsin,

Dresigm Fesousoes

Te imishs wesain that these swinonmesial changes will pecur I & inveginative
sl responsive wey, Dellss srchitects and other clijzene are Secoming mare
il Ta the Uirben Design Foovess. ey scthvelb stipport sush netdvitios =8 the
Gode S Daliss Program and the Croewosds Bond Mrogram emd  such
nrgecianiaie wt Save Open Spacs, Sierrs Thib, Chamiben of Comimenes, Grester
Diadlae HAamining Gouncil snd. mmny @tihsms,

The cmastiee abiiitise of design profesionalz within the city oressnte & walwiible
Framar resource wital can be marshislled (o mske noedel changes e direct new
@imwth. Some notebls pesducts af this selent are Morth Park, The Dusdrangs,
Willow Croek. the Lakswood Brmneh Litwaey. Eastfield Coliege, Dld Town, The
Ancthe resourse which distimguisnes Dalles, n terme of oolsriiel s resofoe
emilromnmentsl problese, is in siorant growsh. During the decsde of thy B, tihie
MEITDpOEaT wee ExpErencel 2 tremandous popueletion Inseste of S thousrnd
panple, Pechuos this car be meors dismatically described by s=ying that the
jpeopsletion of Dulles sxgecierced o ineresess mulvelens te e total pomliEtinn of
Fr, Werth i 1570,

Ag ey presee middiecengs oopulation of V-2 cmilllen paogle, the sty e et e
divasity =l servicss snd sctivities sl the othes adventsses o] & metiecsiin
without the wssel owrwhsming digadvanieges of soggestion, alisnation sn

i sddithon to e resodrces of soncerned Gitisens snd dynamie groein, Delles e
# suimnber of spvirsnneitel resourees which are valusbie seess fise wibon desian.

The smpis fac] thet this it & peirie ity mesns that the man-made slemumty,
jpursicrrliarly srohitectural ones, swert much styomper forcee (in Dialles the iy most
cithes. Tha prairis lovaticn oressaty many demetie visws of the skyline sod other
ballt wepects of Dalles — whes et blocked by dillbosrds snd Hullding — and
clacss upen thess schitestursl elemants the visusl imsoranes of etakiigning the
i sl I o e oy,

Withir, this prairie koastion, extamve sections of Dilse are coversd 2y & blankat
Mmrﬂﬂﬂﬁ%W@WMim-uMWVMm
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o, sk @ Tords Cresh and Messior Pachwoy, o rotnel oussiity witliin an
wirkeam saving. Chowswesr, (retiags ome of e most innuvisnt awiroimmaental
nuslities b the climeee off Deles, wihid = spfte of U smmes hesi. i aersmlly
et mil dering the rest gl the yasr, Siichi slmumstmress st 5 o
ooty fr phen for G slmeet yesr roeel s oF cutdior parks, ogen Teeen,
i oither Qesign possbiliie. aad rerfeniy, Draemt a retey oppornity B0 bring
ool i rhooms cnanient Wi et Shos g Cesiam.

Wil thess obssrveiianm remesl b seemiingy sutbstantial supsly o fesounces will
il % resybve arpvitommmntel profsenms, u cme ool 2t e gedalbeme Shemmslves
raveady The sizesinli ohellowe e feces Dalle,

Wiy Disllese ostghiwtsmdn s:Mer frorm S fotrusien of fresupess wihisl sre’ often
el switerl admiyeete comslideration of sosial Imoeet o ewinonments] efest.
W wihlie rmamy people ssflze St we carmed Ty o Tresiess 2lore o slis
o DN imansTeETEEwn problenns, we fave st et made & consemed| 2ffan
towerd providing @ mesningiel elvemetive. (Other then buses, Callss has o
rocdEn repid St aypetesr. oo addition, we heve feiled to malkn sdsgquet
prewsimione Sor pedestrism soed biliing facilivies. Thars has e a0 adirdeable oo
fuy e s sireets arcangd Whiite Reek Lafee sl Wisst Park 29 il tomiks; o
sl mpgmmakile sad bicsule Paffic & ot ssperehed sad mamy of Wieks mraills s
o stmen for cyelig. Ales fitthe corsierminm has besn gl 0 views
e pressnit pesclestrian o Tasilitien in Sowntown [alles got off G 5 g
wha seritfli thie consruction < T Mais Pisss, bar the netwoek s Tafmmi i
ity smniniE siaes. Aw aifiecitions, stiractive pederian metwoaek Hor dowsmmimmwm
Chadiom inaloddng wiet oigie e calisd people mower swepems; i ol o b
Cislba=, wiirifle skl progress towwis 2y open sees syl grsan held sysiee, 12 one
off the =iy melsr eities G the ssmiry wivicl does o s o fisnaios el
retwearhe, (e oftiee, (i Minnespaiic aod Maaes 50y, Sl hise miors sgeyidbvs
mEw ey SeeiETme Do Leillss, Wihils Dslles (Srs somim Fie callvim) ssesty, pevagrionme,
=i, o e citEe alfter et e find culpuesl seifitie,

Winits Rosk Lake, the mwior lake withir e ity limiee md saely oy Snpomant
spmirer e il rEoree, fue Desoms sifted el poliuted & 0 il o aohadsnd
e o iy, sy wags S insalbility T Emowicie e TR RS
mowd ey ressnns,

Im refeesice 6o pollutk, oy the sendition of the Trisly Fiver Tndisates
fie xkeit = wihilsh 1 e bamound peliued. Ua Ve s, widly 2 low wites lpel
s A i nemesrmalom of polhatents, 5 = alineet o) G sewet,

Wiy fined f difficuli m sooep s fent thetl & palltion & presend i Dalims,
ezpecinliy in e downtown sees, whens o high concsnfratice of sutcmabile
irzffic = ipested. Soms indusivis plaet in oihesr parte of e Gy slit oveate
Saificant o poflulive prolsem, Thess poilaflos scuress have ol yel been
etfectively comtmalles,

Mimllian, m groswing metregpelis, feess mve peotilerns — for soarsEs. ® laek =f pack
andd resyssiion facilites, Tnadeguate housing for o inoome familles, wisusl
cluttes created by aeniifwation of s, wiies, e, e sk of tres cover i7
reeaily develnpesd arese, laek of housing sscomimadetions fior senior citizers, wnd
srwronmets  guskity of e firer awd meore hetsvogeomes oo Sy
o T e sl = Dl L.

Whsile These problede ang Ghmmmel 20 2 gumnbes of Terss githe, (fusy capmes i
somplex and Keed ta e defined, uy they *uch upor the besis wivg of our
swdety, Thess peabiews in S, sre The resdll of neglet, spEhy, the deminsnos
afl scoaomi: wvallve 2 the experee of socis] valuis s imssitive, ursresponeiye
Farmsre Clhislisnges

Wil 'c W Daoordiet e Know s inderstand the probiems which beset Dalles,
pehans it i mone iaporian® i e Time b s sorm vitel guetions s this
sit's ok,




Delies s obwisasly grovdng bt what Kind of arowih s desizable? Deiles will
seguire & poguletion sgewwaching The present day posuiasion of Chizsgn by the
yes 2000, As 3 it we meed to loew wihet kind o oreeathi will sssre g
particulst cushity of life I Dellss. W alss nes! o kiew Iwew o sk fhe
treematitous  deelopmer/mderdopmen  energy swailable For  ereviconmenial
clsanges. GiMeradan, (e oty will meifer the sume emiironmentsl sfflictiore thet
e o Tedy.

Howe cam ihie domtbomr sres be made mors slive, mone sttive, eapectali in thie
svening Dours, when it s ususlly deed snd ety How can we make [t mone
reEnonsive o e neede of regionsl ssonamy, miove @ilorad w0 inceseing el
time wetivities?

What cen we fo 0 mmke pesols fiesl mare meure wiven wellking e city siisss &

might? Whet naturs of afwivanmmn: will be of prester satisfectien to peoplel How
ran we hetter inderstand the mesds 2F the poor and their merdeuiar e oy, snd
ciesiory meswdingly ! 10 ssems dhaet n o mEy e, designers imposs Gpon iowe
rieomvg: @l Davnsr Ty Pogs T prefrences of middle ctesse:

Nt sy wre this Suusing resds of this low insome groups belng generalize, tul
thivses o witer osople s wiell What manaer ol ooning evcden do we offe dom
melidente wie do Y wigh 89 e o bland eiburban sress? Tnows oty
nstgivhedtiaod rernein uipreteciad fromm the intrisiom s cisuptions of vrissn
nodsm, teadtie end devslapment; Sorging same homa uvers wihe désire oo I il
o, wfe, identifisble neighbarmnoods 1 reside in unemmmeiivs, treetes sdwren
engipran .

Viltoary siim twme of exodos 0o subirban wnd owlleing sress ke plecs. what cen
wez iy o masdimidm & sans of stabyility witthis the imne sicy®

Ml s8n wee prewei the visss! quelicy of aliee from basuming manotonous?
Vitmee e2n we [ojei more wristy intp the snoesranes ] e townssems, so Thet
one =rst will e recognizably different from anodiver, Thay ssteblishing srses of
by G w vt b cempbes T What can we 20 0 pesssn sxitting elaeers of
idenity and eriendon, such se sgniticen historicsl or srchitseyurs) [sndmeio,
frwrs the thoest of Mmé@e& ke warbean mﬁwm\ What can we de o Eeing
&t e the vl srmedrommisnt? Whist cem wes g e provice e framewerh, wiers
= and woekilesturs meey respeicl b sssh other?

Ax cily develtprment aontinuee o wxtend Turthr. bew wiil we sovide ssrvices
essan il o Mviag? Then omce e pravisicn Tres bissre mad, fuw will we pelde
those srnenitiee whiich maki s livedle evirsrmen?

Whigt cam we de i the deign of streets snd highweys te erticulame their viss
mumlity wod provide & ssows of comtinuity snd et the seme e, & feeling f
dversity, Tn additlon o s, lww can we fsks freswrm mizre eftractive, =vd ot
e same Wme, lese lpoosive? Mew can we get replkd tesmsit going without
mipsating 2he et mistskes of Tressay plagning’ FHiow caet transh desipn respeet
thas miranimen? and reighlbarhoed In wihish i st exiety

Rlugponss o Challenpss

Thes gusstions 3ad many othay need o be enswersd brfors u fraly responsive
dusinr: can be stieinel. sod they nesd o be snewersd by &) branshe of The
dasign profemion  both public mnd erivess,

Ty oimn, urben fesign &ffors wnd 1 be fagmenied, shecsmesl, ardd ineiiective.
Tar remedy this sifuation, more eifetive weys o communicats with the genersl
aublic s wall 88 conowned civie and snwirenmentsl geoupe mies be found,
Methode of dscision making mum be impeevid, Wave of reslizing the design
framaveark ooes 0 hee bess prepered, dlscusses, sl sdopted must be
investigated, Soch Tnvestigetion whes cominuous effort on the part ol many
pecqrle both insidl s cutside e presrmiment, Most impscen =F sll, the ehared
mmmmtammﬂmmmmaemm
Deparomans of Planning swd LUrber Deselopment i 19 eseond e wxisting
swirenmenial problems snd be suSiclantly prapecsd for futurs chalienges, it
messt be orpanioad by sech & wey thet vhe talents present witthin i stelf be Yily

devwloped and s, Mmmﬁpmhwmmm-

e of design sy, These sre:
The Dissigs; Ersmework: Grvup, whvich cantains thess designa shaping the sciusl




Asign SwETely, polinies, BRantiaedls snd prinecipye.
The Speign Prooss Gmwn, which conieing thoes dwignere wha ravesl the
pefiticsl, sconomic snd socinl restrainte in whieh thiv sheging must tale plese.
The Design Feview Growp, which conteine those designers who examing vericus
Ingiividusl solutiong snd comment upon Uiir reletion 12 the Design Fremewsi.
The Envinommentsl Goslity Gmun, which conaing those deignem who resesrol
sl understend how this shaping mey reepeet T rwinan ssytiveg i wiikel it moes
wigh
The Environmente! Gmohics sid [rmmundcatien S, whieh f courss sete 15
the eyt togeter by mnking 1t visible and unvierstandabis,
From timme to drws, sfore of thess grolipe o complimested by spesialivis pret
conmiltanis & well = ssistencs and oo-operetion fiam detign schiocle spd
rasmerch contars, 44 the same time, produsts ¢ thelr endemvors lndicete evenues
of implermeniation thel reed 0 bw suplarsd in onder 1o schisve ihe gosle which
3 astublizhed,
I wifect the result In te emablish « desion frarework which will mids dewign
witaome ! © clesign process o raelize Thews sfforts,
Recently the Urben Desgn Sivision reviessd & propossi 22 bulld & five wiory
parking gerage slong Turtle Creesk Boulevard s part of en incressing irvohwmmeant
ie: chmign review. In order to undersiand what type of jend ule s consirustion
wes best for that £%s, & visusl study of She stie Turtle Cresk sras became
recessacy. Thie suvey geve the Division e picturs of the netursl sisments,
phiysics) slemerts end visus! ssperiances thet osous siang ths boulsverd, whidh In
wim became the basie of devisinn on vieusl framework for Turtis Srsel. The
Wiy revesied two tilnge. The fire wes thet & perking gecage, moeclaliy one of
st wim, vme B vy insomrnodiats vee far thie perticuler part of Tunls Oresk. We
sugpestad, (6 tumn, thet the necesssry wking sddition be constiuctsd
underground on b les obvious pert of the uliding site. Thees findings end
meammendatione wers premsntad 1o the Sty Counell, it is owarding 1o note that
the Councll denled the origine garage regusst snd suggested 1o ths dewslope o
wark with we o en sceagisnls s,
te lnspley & community to setlon and thue schievs betier desips daveltpnent, Ed
Bacon It » srong advocsts of such & school. Others bellsvs thal he prodiet Js
determined by the method, If Sw method ¢ sound, then the guelty of the
peodui s certelin, The lets Waltar Sroolue hisld this bellel for macy yeere. Thess
s opivions neeed rot be contredictony, = & delign could gree Both procust and
mrpthiond o vathier fremeweark wrd peToes
The intent o the Design Divison's anenizstion I 7o mers wn odarly, cshersny,
dasirsbis growthn snd cevalopment of the ety e, £ the sems time. snooursge
individual crative desipr solutions. Thereton, the interssts &f wrban deslghers,
irsice wnd sutiids the povernmars, wra culte inseperabls, and rawporelve urban
cesign depends on their intersction. Architects hews 5 specisi role to pluy in the
ity destyn devslopmsnt process bessuss of Shely Intsrests, design suelifisahon,
snd comewrn fer humen develeomant, The degres to which sechitects respond te
thie chalisige depsnds upon them, thalr understanding, snd thele sTfert,
I conclusion, we need to make full wed of the hwemen, netursl, end bl
resourser thet Dallss 57 other Taves Cltfes posses by smploying them s our
guifimg the iy, Thets eavironmentsl problems Indfude ovardevaiapmient, Inesmel
i denign srd publls apathy.
i e process of meeiing e chellenpss, 1t Ik nevessery to stumves 1 e 5
gumstions, wih se: how 1o provids for the nesds of & wewing populetion; how o
dleaet the chy's grawtl ints shannels which sre semsitive o the resce of ceopls,
im Mgt of thess thres activilie, | would llks to invits the Intersst, ibpbes. snd
Invokement of Texs srehitecte s et our lolnt efforty mey, produce » design
Az gerarn e 19 ruly wapomwitie, Sigingtive sod ms gt n

I el o wmpree nvy Dl Go W, Georps el of Sawell & Hamliton Srahtecs s remd
over Whe avticle end olfeed swenrsl welneNly cormTwe TR B M, % T miefs, Febin
Ml far milfvsrlel mebesnnes asd jesen Mesthes) i gaphils lilustretions, The sl
wane n ety fer the contend i lmitedes: ef thle i
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Everybody knows
that genuine

clay roofing tile |-
only looks T
churches

and Mexican

restaurants —

and contemporary office buildings N e ¥ ‘E@ H 0 EL N l““’f | ‘

and shopping centers _ ‘
and automobile agencies | DONTRC "
and apartment complexes 2 ' JOINT ‘
and warehouses MISOLDING

and libraries I

and police stations

and banks

and country clubs -
and race track facilities ' : : U
and airplane hangars :
and marinas v

and Chinese restaurants : ' e ‘
and temples ' : . ’
and homes of every design i ' : ||
and.... . : , H

SanV;|le TILE KILNS re— i U
i

1717 N. Highland Ave., Los Angeles, California 90028 :‘ ” ‘I)O”g qfarpcr
(WaP| and@ompany |
L . ]

Phone: (213) 464-7289
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Just 2 sample of what's in stors for you
#t the Netional AlA Convention, May 7 17, in Houstos

Mucho Busnol First nighters|

Venga Listedes, Senaores " Senorsesi A Broathwey Hit Fluz 2 Backetage Party!

“Texes Fisstn" “Hm ewaning ot the the Alley Thestms'

The Host Chapter Party to top them all Don't mise We're showing off one of Houston's mast famoue
this adventurous evening that takes you through assets, the Alley Theatre, Critic’s choica pley,
four of the cultures thet havs left their stamp on prafessional actors, stunning architecture — sl
tha Lone Star Statel champagne, 190!

$18.00 per persom. Tuesday, May 8, 7:00 pum, $10.00 per payson, Mondsy, Mey 2, Limited to 780

Pin Oak Stables
TEA members heva first cholcs] Send I yaur rRsEvEnng

nowl Don't mise out! Tum the page for mors detsils on
these and other sociel events, Jours, shopping, meetings!

20 TEXAS ARCHITECT




LLwt"s show ‘e Texsesize hoxpitality May 7 - 11
whaey the A1A Nations) Commention comes to Houston!

e Howston Chagpter & getting
ramiy to roll cut the e e
pet 55 hiost 12 the 1972 national
comvention. We'ne counting on
having 1 biggest Tewas turm-out
iin thwe history of ALA 20 show
ithe ativer ¢ the kind of

st Texsns s msde ofl The
hosgpitaiity won't be Texassize
without YOHR FTESETNE B

Bupmnfmw mln
eostums (optional, of coursel.
You can be 3 pirete’s woneh,

& eowhaoy, a8 Mexicen bandide, &
sslnes dencer — but do we have
o 18 vow atwout Texes? Rernem-

ber whvn sinebodly thirows = b touw of Houston, ending at
fiasta in Temne, suerybody cameas! tihe Astrodems &w;:,jm
oy of NASA-Manned Spens-
Aind & log of class: But juz so creft Center with an astroneut ss
the “oartsiders” dan't cast saper- vour guidel . For the ladies,
wong on aur e, the Houston @ brumch a¢ the antique-filled
Chapier hes takan over the world-  Warwick Hatel 2nd shopping at
renowned Aliey Theatre for a the Galleria (Neimen-Marcus,
might. * #ry Evening &t the Aliey Tiffany's, W Sloane's, to name
tickess 1o Texes Fiests Host Name o |
Chapter Party @ $18.00
 tickets to “"Evening at the Alley ik
Thestre" @$10,
Muﬁmmm Make check nayalbls Gty
to Hauston Chapter, 1A, o
Fhmsstonn Cheatme BI85 - 3
2737 Butfslo Speadway
Houston, Taxas 77008 Phone (offics)
JANUARY, 1872

Thestre” will b something 1o
rErTvemier © mmmmﬁmt
Fimesy, pasicm com-
mmmmnm
Marasco's “Child’s Pley,” & sus
pease yarm with lomes, s Brosd-
mmmwmmm
afterwartds, 8 hackstage
ehanmipsgne party 809 & chance
tn inspect this Ulrich Franzen
syereh-wining desipnl
Some business: Be 2 cart of the
most chellenging convertion sre
ramm aver underiaken by A8
mwwimmm
e sheging a national stratagy for
guiding our nation’s developmes
patisrne, As The TOA “Texas:
Hendle With Care™ program
=g poinied out, Texss still has
time to resp the banefice . . sl
mmmmvwna
Tewan sre obliged to reach out
1 halp blighted regions now!
Oriver lively business sessions in-
clude resirusturing the nstitute,

And mone fum: A chempagm

% fow sioves) . Histories] tours:
mﬁmmmﬁm&r
ey o of five af the oldest
sinuctures in Texss, now main-
wined in Sam Houston Park: The
Museurn of Fine Arts Tour of
Beyon Bend, Cw former estate
of Gav. James &. Hogg, housing
& rare eollestion of &merican
mmpﬁmmwmww
M%msammm
& luncheon at the exclusive River
Oeks Coyntry Club, followed
hvuMmrrMbVHeim
Mareus snd an intimste twour of
sorme of Houston's showplace

homes, (Men, T you're not slsr-
n&wwmhmnmm
thiz o your wifel)

¥'ull come: The natiozsl AlA
ennvention hasn'? bean helid in
Texss since Dailes in 1962, The
last tirw the convantion came io
Houston was in 1948, swenty-
three yeavs 200 when Frank
madsl st the then-new Shamrochk
Hotsl, Let’s top sven oul ows
past offorts in 721 Frectice your
bim Tenas “blossdy’™ .

W“‘Mﬁmw
Moz . ang come i Housten
im M
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