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CERAMI C VENEER 
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she1/>es, si~I.'-~, finis/1es dtl(I colon, u hic/1 111 

combnwtion 1mh 1110111'11.'d or mnt1ml.'nlc1/ 11111ts, 

offers cm 1111/imitccl ldn.l{e of arcl111c.:111rnl l'ffi:c:ts. 

mdl.'/iniccly by simpll.' .sc>c1/> <lfl(l 1rni.-1 u·mhin~s. 

Ad11tce on prelimrno,y 1ke1che1, con,1ructton 
detoift, color ,ample, and e 1t1mo1e, will be 
furnlth•d w,1hou1 chorg•. W ril• for do lo today 
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WRIGHTEX 
WRIGHTFLOR 
VINYL TILE 
ECONOTILE 
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E;a~y to carQ -for ... 
Arch itects know chat mainte nance coH 1s one of the 

m,1jor considerations in specifying a floor co, ering . 
Dense, yet resilient, floors of Wright R ubber Ti le 

bri ng sa, mgs in mainten:ince tlut quick ly offset th e 
inicial s;n-ings of a "c heaper" floor. Dirt won't 
penetrate Wright's no n-porous surface. Mopping 
and cx:ca\ional wa,ing will retain it~ new -look 
lmter indefinitcl) '· 

Becau\c of these cluractcrimcs, \'\' right 
Rubber Ti le 1\ particularly appropriJte in l.trgc, 
hc.1, r - trafiic jobs, where maintenance cost ~ 
migh t otherwise become excessive. 

Pictu red :1bove is Batte lstcin 's fashion.1ble 
River 0.1ks Store in Houston. \'<fright 
Rubber Til e w J~ used in all principal 
~J le\ floor are.1~. 

WR lGIIT \I ANUfACTU Rl NG CO. 
5205 PoH 0.1k RoJd, I lotmon, T c,a~ 

WRIGHT 
RUBBER TILE 
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By 

Grayson Gill , 

TSA-AIA. 

Pres id ent , 
Texas Society 
of Architects 

The by-laws of the Texas Society of 
Architects contain an important stale · 
rnenl of purpose in Section 2, which 
emphasizes a key role of our officers 
and members which I want lo stress 
al the beginning of this new year , that 
of " ... ever-increasing service lo the 
citizenship of the stale ... " 

A portion of Section 2 reads as fol . 
lows : " To unite the architects of Texas , 
to make the profession of ever increas · 
ing service lo the citizenship of the 
State by advocating means to protect 
and better the public health , safe ty 
and welfare , as related to plann ing 
and lo the design and construction of 
buildings ... " 

One of the best means of accom ­
plishing this objective is through ef · 
fective work by TSA committees and 
their members . Great emphasis will 
therefore be placed upon this sub ject 
at the January 8 meeting of the board 
of directors in Austin . 

Since 1953 , committee organization 
and activity within TSA has been 
strengthened by certai n action by the 
American Institute of Architects , our 
parent group . Primarily, this has con ­
sisted of ( 1 I setting up a relationship 
between national and regional com­
mittees , (2) spelling out the scope , ob ­
jectives and fields of activity involved 
and (3) making possible a much better 
flow of communications regarding com­
mittee duties , policies , and activities 
between the Chapler level and the na ­
tional level. 

As an example of some of these 
changes in the concept and function 
of committee work, and how it can 
help the general public to be better 
served by our profession, I would like 
to refer you lo the article in this issue 
on the TSA Chapter Affairs Committee . 
Murrell Bennett, as chairman , has out ­
lined clearly the new functions of this 
group , and how they aid both the 
practitioner and those he serves . 

TSA will emphasize the effective 
working of its committees , toward the 
objective of " ... ever -increasing serv ­
ice to the citizenship of this state ." 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 
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Houston Chapter, AIA 

Texas is developing a regional 1rchitec­
ture of its own - well adapted to environ• 
ment, ways of life, customs, and needs of 
the day, the lead editorial points out. The 
result is growing recognition of T eias 
1rchitecture, as eiemplified by the travel­
ling exhibition of "Texas Architecture-
1954 " winners to be seen in m1ny cities 
of the state this winter and spring. Watch 
for it. 

Our cover is of the new El Puo Public 
library, selected by the El Paso Chapter 
as • representative work. 

Another editorial reveals that Americans 
don't like "loo l -ali le " houses. 

First in a new series of articles on out­
standing TSA committees is one on the 
Chapter Affairs Committee. 
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Monarch Tiles 
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specify MONARCH COLORBLEND TILES. 
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... as illustrated in Sweets 
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A New Regional Architecture 
Featured in the December issue were pictures 

of award winners in the recent "Texas Architecture 
-19 54" competition. 

The reader saw more than a group of excellent 
designs carried out in attractive structures which 
combine usefulness and beauty. There was as well 
in these prize-winners, examined by more than 
100,000 persons at the State Fair of Texas, the 
emergence of a new regional architecture 
"Texas" architecture. 

It is only natural that Texas, with more than 
1000 registered architects and a fresh, energetic 
tradition of its own, should develop a regional 
architecture which is beginning to be recognized 
more and more over the nation. What is surprising, 
however, is the national and even international 
notice which the work of TSA members has been 
attracting in the past few years. 

A glance at not only the leading architectural 
publications, but mass-circulation magazines which 
reach millions of the general public, will show 
many examples of this "Texas architecture" in 

recent months. 

One reason, critics point out, is that "Texas 
architecture" fulfills so well one of the challenging 
demands set before the architect-to adapt his 
work to environment, ways of life, customs, and 
needs of the day. Texas architecture, as repre ­
sented by many of the winning entries in the 
current "Texas Architecture-1954" and previous 
competitions, does just this. And it has led to a 
growing use and appreciation of the architect's 
ability to serve in this state. 

The next logical development in this trend has 
now come about, principally because the Texas 
way of life, with its emphasis on outdoor living and 
relative informality, achieved without forsaking 
either traditional dignity or comfort, has been 
widely copied of late. 

As a region and part of a nation saw the new 
and fresh--and also sound and well-designed­
homes and buildings which went with Texas, they 
approved. The result is the growing recognition 
of a distinct "Texas" architecture which is more 
and more established as a new regional archi ­
tecture. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

Sometime in the next few months, a traveling 
exhibition of some of the best of this Texas archi­
tecture, the prize-winning designs from "Texas 
Architecture-19 54 ", will be on display in your 
own city or nearby. Watch for the exhibit, and 
take the opportunity to see what it represents­
a new and distinctive architecture which is a credit 
to our state, to its architects, and to those who 
recognize how much architecture can contribute 
to a better way of life. 

"Look-Alikes" Unpopular 

A recent Gallup Poll shows that a substantial 
percentage of the U. S. public does not like "look­
alike" structures. In suburban areas, the feeling 
is particularly strong, and 61 ¾ of all persons 
queried would have legislation to prevent "the 
construction of houses that look alike". 

In the overall sample polled, 47 ¾ of those 
queried were against "builders putting up houses 
that look alike", to the extent of advocating legis ­
lation on this score. A total of 37¾ were against 
the legislation, and 14 ¾ had no opinion. 

This is a surprising indication of how strongly 
the U. S. public feels on this matter, but it follows 
recent ordinances passed in Westchester County, 
New York, and Princeton, New Jersey against the 
"look-a likes". 

Thanks To Our Readers 

A considerable number of our 8500 readers 
have indicated that they ore very much in favor 
of the new TEXAS ARCHITECT format. There has 
been virtually no adverse comment on the change 
which brought the magazine up to its present size 
beginning with the November issue. TSA and 
everyone concerned with producing the publica ­
tion is gratefu l for these positive expressions of 
opinion. We hope to make the magazine better 
and better able to serve the general public and 
the architectural profession , 
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New $500 Scholarship For Students 

Horace H. Porter, center, president of the Royal Tile Manufacturing Com­
pany of Fort Worth, is shown with Edward L. Wilson, TSA-AIA of Fort Worth 
(left) and Edwin W. Carroll of El Paso, 1954 TSA president, as announcement 
was made of a $500 Royal Tile scholarship to be given to outstanding students 
of architecture in Texas schools. 

Mr. Wilson is president of the Texas Architectural Foundation, and presi­
dent of the Fort Worth Chapter. 

The announcement was made during a tour of the Royal Tile plant in Fort 
Worth by more than 200 TSA members who had lunch at the establishment 
during the TSA convention. 

New $500 Scholarship 
For Architectural Students 
Announced By Royal Tile 

The Royal Tile Manufacturing Com­
pany of Fort Worth, according lo its 
president , Horace H. Porter, has estab ­
lished a $500 annual scholarship to be 
given lo outstanding students from the 
five stale schools of architecture al 
Rice Institute, Texas University, Texas 
A & M, Texas Tech, and the University 
of Houston. 

Announcement of the new scholar ­
ship was made at a luncheon at the 
Royal Tile Company plant in Fort 
Worth, al which more than 200 mem­
bers of TSA saw the actual manufac ­
turing process used in producing Royal 
Tile. 

On hand as the new scholarship was 
announced by Mr. Porter were TSA 
officials including 1954 President Ed­
win W . Carroll , incoming President 
Grayson Gill, and Edward L. Wilson . 
Mr. Wilson is president of the Texas 
Architectural Foundation, a non -profit 
organization established by TSA lo 
give assistance to worthy students of 
architecture and lo other projects re ­
lated to the field of architecture . 

Details of the mechanics and ad ­
ministration of the Royal Tile scholar ­
ship will be announced . 

ASPHALT PAVING is a FLEXIBLE paving 
. . . does not break like RIGID paving 

Asphalt, the flexible paving , is 

always in contact with the foun ­

dation . 

Rigid pavement becomes a beam 

when subgrade settles . Heavy 

loads break this beam. Con ­

tinued application can cause 

pumping or additional breaking 

al some point several feel away . 

Always specify ASPHALT PAVING 

... the flexible paving that costs 

less and lasts longer . 

Standard size for Texas Bitulithic 

4" paving 
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TSA Board To Shape 1955 Program 
At January 8 Meeting In Austin 

at 3 27 Perry-Brooks Building, Austin, 
under the direction of Mr. Flowers . 

5. First planning of the 1955 con­
vention. 

The TSA board of directors will hold 
its first 1955 meeting January 8 in 
Austin, with incoming President Gray­
son Gill of Dallas presiding. 

Succeeds Edwin W. Carroll 

Mr. Gill succeeds Edwin W. Carroll 
of El Paso , who hos just concluded an 
administration during which TSA mode 
notable progress. Other new officials 
in the Gill administration are R. Mox 
Brooks of Austin , vice-president; Fred 
J. MocKie of Houston, second vice­
president; and Louis F. Southerland of 
Austin, secretory-treasurer. Mr. South ­
erland continues in office, having been 
appointed lost year to his post, along 
with John G. Flowers, Jr . of Austin, 
executive director. 

Items on Agenda 

Among principal items on the agen­
da at the Austin meeting will be the 
following: 

1 . Consideration of a record-mak­
ing budget in excess of S 17,000, as 
l SA expands its activities as a profes­
sional organization, and its service to 
the architectural profession and to the 
general public. 

University of Houston 
Symposium February 7-1 I 
Has World-Famous Architects 

Internationally-known architects will 
be presented in a five-day symposium 
February 7-11 al the University of 
Houston . 

Sponsored by the University of Hous­
ton Architectural Society, student chap­
ter of TSA-AIA, the winter program 
will be built around a series of after­
noon seminars, evening lectures, and 
informal receptions . In the lounge of 
Oberholtzer Holl, at the University, the 
audience may surround the participants 
in arena-theatre style. 

Five Participants 

Participants will include the follow­
ing orchitec:s: Marcel Breuer, Bruce 
Goff, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe , Poul 
Rudolph , and Jose Sert. 

Douglas Haskell , editor and chair­
man of Architectural Forum, will be 
moderator, with Philip Johnson of New 
Canaan, Conn., as alternate. 

Advance season tickets to the sym­
posium ore now being sold by the 
University of Houston Architectural 
Society, at S 10 per person. 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

Inquiries concerning tickets should 
be addressed to the University of 
Houston Architectural Society. 

2. Committee organization, particu­
larly of committees which hove differ­
ent make-up and functions since o 
19 53 reorganization of the relation­
ship between the American Institute of 
Architects and its regional member or­
ganizations such as TSA. 

3. A membership drive to make the 
advantages of TSA membership avail­
able lo every registered architect in 
the state. 

4. Expanded activity for TSA's new 
statewide office, located since last July 

6. Liaison with other professional 
groups to expand public service. 

Begins at 10 A.M. 

It is expected that key committee 
cairmen, secretaries of the 1 2 TSA 
Chapters, and others will join with of­
ficers and directors at the January 8 
meeting, one of the most important of 
the year. 

Sessions will begin al 10 o.m. at the 
Commodore Perry Hotel, and are ex­
pected to continue through 4 p.m. after 
o luncheon session. All in attendance 
at the board session will pay a special 
visit to inspect the new TSA stole 
offices. 

INCOMING , OUTGOING TSA PRESIDENTS 

TSA will see Grayson Gill le~. ta~e over the presidency formally for the first time al 
Austin Januuy 8, as officers and directors holds their winter board meeting. Edwin W. Carroll 
of El Paso, retiring president who towers • full foot in height over his Dallas successor, remains 
on the board as immediate past president, 
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Office Practice Committee 
Is Key Group Within TSA 

architects obtain and make use of the 
AIA Standard Accounting System for 
Architects . 

The Office Practice Committee of the 
T exos Society of Architects exists and 
performs its work as a port of the ver ­
tical committee organization of the 
American Institute of Architects in ­
augurated in 1953 . Its purpose is " to 
explore the possibilities of assisting 
the T exos architect to perfect himself 
in his profession through improvements 
in his office organization techniques , 
ond contract documents , and to de ­
velop office aids to accomplish this 
purpose ." Its chairman is the Texas 
regional member of the AIA Commit ­
tee on Office Practice, and its mem­
bership is composed of the chairmen 
of the Office Practice Committees of 
the twelve TSA Chapters, who ore ap ­
pointed by the President of TSA. Dur­
ing 1955 the Committee will work on 
the following specific projects : 

" The General Conditions to the Con 
tract ," as developed by the AIA, out 
of the experience of the post 50 years 
and generally mode o port of all 
proper sets of Contract Documents for 
Construction , contains provisions for 
certain items which vary from stole to 
stole , such os the types of insurance 
required for construction projects . This 
Committee , in cooperation with the 
Texas Section of the Associated Gen ­
eral Contractors and insurance coun ­
selors to be selected , will investigate 
and issue information on any supple ­
mentary requirements relating to in­
surance on construction contracts re­
quired by Texas statutes and not cov 
ered in the A.I.A . General Conditions 

Statement h R•vlsed 

The Committee hos revised the 
T.S.A . Statement of Architectural Serv 
ices and Proper Minimum Fee Schedule 
to more completely cover the relation ­
ship between the Architect and his 
Client and so that it con be enclosed 
with o letter and form on Agreement 
for small projects where the Owner 
and Architect do not wish to enter into 
a more formal contract . This document 
will inform the Client of the minimum 
fees he may expect to pay for com 
petent architectural service, what those 
services are , and outline the duties and 
responsibliities of both Client and 
Architect under whatever circumstances 
may develop. No other profession en 
joys or provides such o clear under ­
standing between lhe professional man 
and his client . 

l'AGE ~ 

by 

J. Murrell 
Bennett, 

Chairman 
J . Murrell Bennett 

During the first port of 1955 this 
Committee will complete the assem­
bling of data for the use of the no ­
tional AIA Committee on Office Prac­
tice , in preparing on agreement form 
between the Client and the Architect 
based on the total expense of the 
Architect in performing his service, and 
providing for o proper fee in addition 
to these expenses of service . Such a 

contract form may be desirable on 
projects on which the Owner expects 
to hove the Architect do much explora ­
tory work on various design solutions , 
and wonts the privilege of changing 
his mind as often as he desires. II is 
not recommended for the usual build ­
ing project . 

"Profit " Often Illusory 
The data being obtained for this 

form would be of considerable interest 
to clients who think that a large per ­
centage of the architect 's fee repre ­
sents profit . The result of this survey 
causes this Committee to recommend 
even more strongly that all Texas 

In a recent survey by this Commit ­
tee concerning the use of the AIA 
Standard Form of Agreement between 
Owner and Architect, ii was found that 
Texas architects unanimously agree 
that , where the Owner desires lo let 
separate contracts on plumbing, heal ­
ing, air conditioning and electrical 
work, the architectural fee should be 
increased by two per cent on those 
separate contracts . The Owner gener ­
ally feels that he is saving a general 
contractor 's profit varying from six to 
ten per cent on these items, and should 
realize that the architect 's work of ad ­
ministering separate contracts costs the 
architect approximately two per cent 
of their value. City school boards ore 
especially prone to load this extra 
work on the Architect without compen ­
sation, not realizing that he must ab ­
sorb this extra expense . 

Accuracy In Cost Estimating 
One of the most important activities 

of this Committee is to assemble and 
distribute the latest available data on 
" Cost Estimating by Architects ." Con ­
scientious architects hove long realized 
that the element of their service to their 
clients most in need of improvement is 
increased occurocy in preliminary cost 
estimating . At the present time this 
Committee is assisting Dodge Reports 

Austin Architects Receive Award 

At the awards luncheon during the annual TSA convention in Fort Worth, 
Austin architects Charles Granger (left) and Arthur Fehr (center) receive a 
"Texas Architecture-I954" award of merit from former TSA President Edwin W. 
Carroll of El Paso. The firm of Fehr & Granger won the award for their design 
of the 0. Henry Junior High School in Austin. 
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in dev eloping o standord form for no­
tionwide computing and reporting of 
cubic foot o nd square foot costs on a 
unifo rm basis, so that the individual 
Architect's estimating data will be 
enormously increased and his methods 
improved. 

The young procticing Architect is o 
particular concern of this Office Prac­
tice Committee, os evidenced by its 
work in assembling, editing, and is­
suing o set of typical Office Forms, 
which conserve time spen t on clerical 
work for more important services. 

Da to is also being assembled on 
provisions which should be considered 
in Partnership and Association Agree­
ment between Architects . All Architects, 
especially the younger proctioners, ore 
being urged to ob tain and use a new 
publication, "The AIA Standard Con­
tract Forms and the low," by Porker 
and Adams, and also to make use of 
the AIA Handbook on Architectural 
Practice. The AIA Office Practice Com­
mittee is supervising a complete re­
vision of this Handbook scheduled to 
appear in late 1955. 

Houston Architect 
Addresses National Meeting 
Of Clay Products Institute 

Walter T. Rolfe, TSA-AIA, of the 
Houston architectural firm of Golemon 
Rolfe, recently addressed the notional 
convention of the Structural Cloy 
Products Institute , at San Diego, Col., 
on the advantages of modular co­
ordination . 

Convention reports paid tribute to 
Mr. Rolfe's " enthusiasm for his subject 
and for his profession " , which was 
" highly beneficial to the architectural 
profession and to the entire construc­
tion industry ". 

The Clay Products Association of 
the Southwest is the regional affiliate 
of the Structural Cloy Products Insti­
tute , maintaining offices in Austin, 
Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston in 
the state. 

Watch For Exhibition Of 
"Texas Architecture - 1954" 

Watch for the exhibition of Texas 
Architecture-1954 which will be shown 
in many ports of the state during the 
next few months. Plan now to see this 
exhibition of outstanding work by 
Texas architects when it appears in 
your area . 
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"Texas Archit ectur e-1954" Winner 
The Schlumberger Renovation Project in Houston by the Houston -,rchitectura l firm of 

Bolton & Barnstone. ASA-AIA , won a commendation in the "Teras Archileclure -1954" com ­
petition at the State Feir of Texas. 

Bolton & Barnstone a lso won an award of mer it in the resident ial class of the same com ­
petition for their home for Mr . and Mrs . Lawrence Blum in Beaumont. This home was shown 
in the December , 1954 issue. 

More than 100,000 persons saw the "Texas Architecture -1954" disp lay et the Stat e Fair 
of Texas dur ing the competition , sponsored by TSA and the Dallas Chapt er in coop e ration 
with the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts. 

Holiday Hill Stone, Thermador 
Featured In Prize-Winning Home 

Two of the features which drew 
wide-spread comment from many view ­
ers of the Pieter Cramerus home in 
Houston , top prize-winner in the resi ­
dential clossifotion of the " Texas Archi­
tecture-19 54 " competition, were the 
en trance walk and the " living-Kitch ­
en." 

Architects Wilson, Morris & Crain of 
Houston, TSA-AIA, designers of the 
Cromerus home , have this to soy about 
Holiday Hill Stone, which was used in 
the approach walk, and the Thermador 
cooking tops and ovens in the kitchen 

Cosual Patt er n Wonted 
" For the Cramerus residence , we 

wonted a casual paving pattern on 
both entrance and garden terraces 
which could be worked around exist ­
ing trees and would match with the 
brick. Holiday Hill Stone , from Burney 
&Felder of San Antonio , served ideally . 
It allowed the laying of a casual pat ­
tern with one inch by two inch module 
stone laid in stabilized sand so that 

trees were not disturbed and walks 
ond steps grew out of the basic pot ­
lern . 

" Also, the large range of colors in 

Holiday Hill Stone , available in either 
soft -focus or brilliant hues , made pos ­
sible o happy malch wilh lhe brick in 
the home ." 

"ll v lng- lCllche n" Invol ve d 

The Thermodor kitchen was particu ­
larly important in the Cramerus home 
because o ' living-Kitchen " is involved . 
The architectural firm had this to say 
about Thermodor installations : 

" The success of a living-Kitchen , 
such as in the Cromerus residence , de ­
pends a great deal on the manner in 
which the working elements of the 
kitchen ore blended into simple com­
pact forms . Thermador cooking tops 
and oven lend themselves easily to 
clean -looking , clean -keeping , ' unclini ­
cal " kitchen design , and that is what 
we were looking for in this home ." 
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lranec \,alk, in :-.a\\·looth d<'-"' 
:-.i~n, is a pi<'luresque introdu<'· 
lion to 1lw I lou:-.lon Resident<' 
which won Fir:-L '·Te,as \ rchi­
lc-clu rc -5 1" R esidential 
\ward. 

Wilson, Morri s & Crain, 
TSA-AIA, Ar chi tec ts 

ltlSTIXGUISDED APPllOACII TO .A PRIZE-\" ?IX:NI:NG DOUSE 

Sun-wa:;hecl, earthen colors of Holiday H ill 
·1one Tile were used here to blend house 

and surroundings-in the finc::-t contempo­
rary styling. Entrance walk, CO\'ercd entry 
and Ji\ ing terrace are all constructed of 
this handsome stone tile, permanent in 
app<'al and in ser\'iceabi lity. The awarcl­
,1 inning \rchitec ts ha\e al..;o used J foliday 
I !ill • ton<' and lone Tile in olher distinc-­
ti\e home:- for walls and interior flooring. 
ll oliday JI ill Slone i,... mailab le in any soft­
focus or bri ll iant permanent color. Both 
for homes and commercial buildings, this 
,ersatile ca::-t ::-ton<' adds indi, iduality and 
, aluc far beyond ib moclC'ratc-co::-1. 1-:,ceeds 
\STM requirements for highe:-,I grade 
(SW) building brick. 

Se nd for Free Color Brochure. 

( rl'olt•tl 11) BCRNEY & FELDER 
1600 0111 Su:,,, Ro~u 

S \ 'I \ 'TONIO, TEX \S 
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\notlwr di,1ini:11i,h<·cl ha<"l,-i:round-for-li,inp; ft•otnrini: Split lloli,lo) Ifill 
l.1•di:e,1onl' and Stone Tilr floorini: for intrrior anti <'~l<'rior hC'a111y. Dt•· 
ll011•n Pitt, & A••o1·iall''-, T. A-Al•\, Arrhil('r1,; Hoi:rr Ho,hac·h, De,ii:nc1. 
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New Wr inkle In Lighting Bank Mezzanines 
Uses "Dog-Tooth" C eiling, Prism-Lens Fixtures 

By HENRY L. HOGAN , Vice-President , Research , 
Holophane Company, Inc. , New York, N. Y. 

The people who do the many activi­
ties that go to make up banking need 
good light . Many banks were built at 
a time when this was not realized, and 
their monumental architecture becomes 
a handicap to physical improvements. 

The fundamental problems of bank 
ligh ting were old when t~e tower of 
Babel was built. lltani, according to 
clay brick records dug up in Babylon, 
thought the lights were "too bright " , 
forty-one hundred years ago. She was 
lhe daughter of Ubar-lshtar, and a 
decorator. She was also a close friend 
of the wife of the E-Sogil Temple Bank. 
This combination temple and bank, a 
tremendous pile, square built with set­
backs like a New York skyscraper, was 
a few blocks south of the 600-foot 
tower of Babel, of biblical fame. 

Same As M oder n Porb tems 

lltani, having decorated her friend 's 
apartments overlooking the palm ­
fringed Euphrates, easily picked up the 
contract to decorate the bank . Sin­
Abushes, the fixture contractor , was 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

out of luck . lltani didn ' t like his lamps 
and being unable to put her finger on 
anything very specific, she rejected 
them as " too bright " . The clay tablets 
unearthed at the site do not reveal the 
upshot of the squabble, but the prob­
lem is essentially the same as that 
faced by the Girard Trust Corn Ex­
change in Philadelphia. 

Here was a monumental bank, driv ­
en to utilize its mezzanine for clerical 
work, and so needing adequate light ­
ing intensity up on the " shelf " with ­
out causing glare or light spill for the 
bank 's customers on the main floor, 
and without destroying the dignity of 
the monumental interior. 

" Dog- Tooth" Bre ak s Used 

The problem was solved by install ­
ing an acoustical ceiling in a series 
of " dog -tooth " breaks that ran paral ­
lel with the boundaries of the public 
space . The short , steep face of each 
break is aimed away from the public 
space and contains fluorescent strip 

GI RAR0 TRUST-Menanine running around 
public space , Girard Trust Corn Exchange 
Bank, Philadelphia , Pa. 

A unique lighting probl e m was solved with 
"dog -tooth " c eiling breaks , fluorescent strip 

lights hidden from view , and special prismatic 
control lens. 

The result : Adequate lighting without glare 

or light spill , or detraction from dignity of a 
monumental interi or. 

lights that are hidden from view from 
the main floor. 

Because of the angle, open or louv ­
ered troffers would throw too much 
light directly into the worker's eyes. 
Therefore, a special prismatic control 
lens was used to direct more light 
downwards . Working illumination pro ­
vided is 35 footcandles . 

PAGE 11 



TSA 
Annua I Convention 

At right : A group at the " Booklond " 
Costume Porty. 
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Above and at left, TSA members 
are pictured by Jimmy Laughead, 
Feather lite Corporation photographer 
who took more than 300 pictures of 
the convention, as they arrived for the 
traditional President's Dinner-Dance on 
the final evening. 
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Fulbr ight Scholarship s 
Op en To Archit ects 
For Study Abroad 

Young American Arch itects have a 
chance to study abroad under the 
U. S. Government educational ex ­
change program . 

Candidates in the field of archi ­
tecture may enter the general com ­
petition for Fulbright Scholarships . Ap ­
plication blanks and a brochure de ­
scribing the Fulbright program ore 
available at the Institute of Interna ­
tional Education , 1 East 67th Street , 
New York City. 

Participating countries of interest 
to architects ore Austria , Belgium and 
Luxembourg, Denmark , Finland , Fronce , 
Germany, Italy , Japan, the Nether ­
lands , Norway, Sweden , and the 
United Kingdom. 

Eligibility requirements for the for ­
eign study fellowships ore : 1) United 
States citizenship; 2) A college degree 
or its equivalent at the time the award 
is token up; 3) Knowledge of the 
language of the country sufficient to 
carry on the proposed study ; 4) Age 
35 years or under; and 5) good health . 

Final selection of Fulbright grantees 
is mode by the Boord of Foreign 
Scholarships appointed by the Presi· 
dent of the United States . 

Fulbright awards ore mode entirely 
in the currencies of participating 
countries abroad . The Fulbright Act 
authorizes the use of foreign cur ­
rencies and credits acquired through 
the sole of surplus property abroad 
for educational exchanges. The awards 
cover transportation , tuition , books , 
and maintenance for one academic 
year. 

Ten Billion Dollars 
For Home Upkeep In 1955 , 
Chicago Firm Estimat es 

Americans will spend $10 billion for 
home maintenance and improvement in 
1955, according to reports from the 
Zonolite Company , Chicago , miner and 
processor of vermiculite . Based on gov ­
ernment estimates , the reports show 
that this figure will be three billion 
dollars less the amount spent on new 
home construction , and also that more 
home -owners than ever will be " doing 
it themselves ." High on the list of 
maintenance projects is attic insulation . 
To assure on insulation job that's both 
effective and permanent, Zonolite ad ­
vises home -owners to use vermiculite . 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

COMPARE 
with any other 

WINDOW 

~ 
1(/ood ~, eo# , 'l ,u:, , 

Wholesale only 
TEMPLE. FORT WORTH . SAN ANTONIO 

Sparkling Whilte Marble 

and 20 Other Colors 

for Roofing & Terrazzo 

4 Shades of Green N ow So Popu lar 

We have an inventory of 100,000 bags; can fi ll orde rs for 

one or more colors immediate ly. 

DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY 
2800 E. 17th ST. PHONE 2-3440 AUSTIN, TEXAS 
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TSA 

Annua I Convention 

A delegation from deepest Africa at the "Bookland" Costume Party 

• 

At the President's Dinner-Dance 
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Houston Architect Named 
One Of Five Outstanding 
Young Texans By Jaycees 

George F. Pierce, 

Jr ., of Houston , 

TSA AIA , hos been 

named one of the 

Five Outstanding 

Young Texans of 

1954 by the Texas 

Junior Chamber of 

Commerce . 3eorge F. Pierce, Jr. 

Mr . Pierce , of the Houston orchitec · 
turol firm of Pierce & Pierce , will be 
honored with Dr Denton A . Cooley , 
Houston doctor and surgeon ; Howard 
E. Butt, Jr ., vice -president of the H. E 
Bull Grocery Company of Corpus Chris ­
ti ; Ben H Carpenter of Dallas , vice­
president of the Southland Life Insur­
ance Company; and Denton County 
Judge Jock W Gray of Denton at o 
January 15 banquet in Midland . 

Active In Community 

The citation from the stole Junior 
Chamber of Commerce notes that Mr . 
Pierce in addition to his professional 
accomplishments hos been interested 
in o wide variety of community activi ­
ties, particularly in Boy Seoul work and 
in club and church work 

Mr . Pierce is o graduate of Rice In­
stitute , and served as on instructor 
there ofter returning from duty as o 
Naval officer in the Central Pacific in 
1946 . A native of Dallas , he also al · 
tended Southern Methodist University . 

Wa• TSA Officer 

Secretory -treasurer of TSA in 1953 , 

Cons truction Contract Awards 
For 11 Months Of 1954 Climb 
Above Entire Year Of 1953 

Building and engineering contracts 
in 37 stoles totalled almost $18 billion 
through November 30 , according to 
F W Dodge Corporation . This brings 
the 1954 total for the first 11 months 
above the entire amount of contracts 
for 1953 . 

November awards of $1 .5 billion , 
highest in the 63 years since Dodge 
hos been making compilations in the 
construction and marketing field , were 
responsible for the new record. 

Residences Up 28 Per cent 
On on I I -month basis , residential 

building was 28 per cent oheod of 
1953 . Public and private works and 
utilities were three per cent ahead, 
and non -residential building was down 
less than one per cent . 

TEXAS AIICHITECT 

Mr . Pierce hos been active in TSA and 
Houston chapter activities . He is cur­
rently serving as chairman of the TSA 

Chapter Affairs Committee . He hos 
served also on Notional Committees 
of the American Institute of Architects. 

SPECIFY 

BUILDING PLUMBING 

DRAINAGE PRODUCTS 

FOR THE FINEST IN QUALITY AND ENGINEERING DESIGN 

Z-1326 SUPREMO PERFECT SEAL CLEANOU T 
- Floor level Typ-Provides gos and water toght con 
nectoon, cover always easy to remove. Adjustable top 
compensates for voriotions in floor surface. Write for 
New Monuol 54-4 

Z- 1396 ZURN WALL HYDRANT-Non frHzing 
Typ-For concealed flush installation in any type of 
woll construction. Working ports easily removable . Avoll ~ 
able in ,/4 • and 1 H pipe size. Write for New Manual ~ 
s.c.s. 

ZURN products include everything for Droinoge Systems from Roof to Basement 

I' . () 

/I 11'1. I 0'1.Tt'\t :'I.T .\I , ',J ,11\ IC I'-, , 1'1.1 
t ' (° 1, l ' WI\ M Ji\ \It.._ \f , ~, I 

.I . \ , 1.1111'1. "f'I, . l "O , 
rnu , , , , . 

111.1•1n;s1 : :-n : o m t 
STEHLI N(; & NE\\ ' BY . 

A LUlkR1' A , illkflLIH O, J H . I P , '' lkt " Jlrit\\-UY ••=: 
110' hll~:i 1101 ' '-,TO, II I 1:1 I \I \l't , I: \ \f :. • J) \1 , 1 •. \-, ti ' • 

.ll -0110 I .It -2:.?0:; 

SPECIFY .. 
PLAQUE and BUILDING LETTERS by 

c;::;2,,-, SOUTHWELL CO. 
ART BRONZE DIVISION 
51 I N. PRESA STREET 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

e SCHOOLS 
e CHURCHES 
e HOSPITALS 
e BANKS 
e BUILDINGS 

Since 1866 .. . 
Qu&l1·y with Service 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

SOUTHERN IMS,ECTIOM SlllVICI 
IMGIMHltS IMS,rCTIOM & TISTS 

TEXAS MODEL CO. 
Profeulonol Builders of Scale Models 

Promotional Models 
EnginHring Studies 

, 0 ... 

I J206 H•1ut•" .. ,, A•e . 

, D le,,.ertl 
M1r YA-662 1 

H•1uto11, Tues 

Exterior ond Interior Design Studies 
1003 Hyde Pork Hoult on, Te•a• 

Ll- 11 71 
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New Products 
Two new sound conditioning prod­

ucts, designed for use in o wide variety 
of buildings, ore being mode by The 
Celotex Corporation, 1 20 South Lo 
Solle Street, Chicago. One is o white 
enameled steel panel that combines 
noise reduction , incombustibility, econ­
omy, and easy maintenance. The other 
is o set of plastic panels for translu­
cent ceilings, which provide high light 
levels without glare 

Steelocoustic, on economical, incom­
bustible material, provides on ollroc­
tive ceiling texture It is finished in 
white baked enamel. Sound posses 
through the steel facing and into the 
absorbent moteroil laminated behind 
it. 

Lumicel and Acousti-Lux will allow 
the transmission of highlight levels, 
with absence of glare, and uniform 
light diffusion . Lumicel is o plastic 
panel for translucent ceiling installa­
tions. Acousti-Lux is o pair of panels, 
also of plastic, welded together at their 
perimeters. The diaphragmatic action 
of the air space between the panels 
absorbs sound Acousti-Lux thus pro­
vides o ceiling that diffuses light and 
also reduces noise 

• • • 
Associated Plywood Mills, Eugene, 

Oregon, hos announced the ovo,lobil­
ity of its ··Seo Swirl" plywood in three 
new sizes-12" x 12", 16" x 16", and 
24" x 24" Seo Swirl squares ore 
packaged in labeled cartons especially 
designed for the product All squares 
ore interior grade, 5/ 16" thick Set in 
square or diamond pattern, they ore 
widely used to give variety to paneled 
walls in homes, offices, clubs, churches 
-both new construction and in mod­
ernization projects Seo Swirl squares 
hove proved popular with the "do-i t­
yourself" trade for the making of 
planter boxes and miscellaneous pieces 
of residential and commercial furni­
ture Stocks of Select Seo Swirl in 
~quores (interior) and standard 4' x 8' 
panels (interior and exterior) ore car­
ried by Associated warehouses includ­
ing Dallas and Houston and at inde­
pendent jobbers. 

• • • 
Sound reduction doors for o brood 

range of building and industrial uses 
ore described in o new eight-page 

bulletin of engineering information is­
sued by the Sound Reduction Door 
Division of the Jamison Cold Storage 
Door Company, Hagerstown , Mary ­
land. 

• • • 
A built-in air cleaner will make the 

home of the future forever dust free , o 
Chicago inventor, Richard R Cook, 
claims. Cook, who heads the Rodex 
Corporation, recently put on the mar­
ket on electronic home air filter he 
developed ofter 15 years of experi­
menting. Attached to the worm air fur · 
noce, Cook's device hos been shown 
to capture dust, pollen and other mol­
ter from the air. 

• • • 
A four-page, color-illus trated bro­

chure describing DA YCOR, the new, 
lronsluscenl fiberglass building panel, 
hos been issued by the Strick Plastic s 
Co. of Philadelphia . The brochure, 
which is in easy-reference file-folder 
form, illustrates the many uses for 
DA YCOR as office partitions, shower 
enclosures, carports, polio covers, awn­
ings, etc. It also describes photo­
graphically how DA YCOR con be 
sowed, nailed, screwed, or drilled like 
wood 

• * • 

A new copper-plated water healer 
recently hos been approved by the 
American Gos Association for installa­
tion in tourist courts, hotels, office 
buildings, laundries, and for other com­
mercial and industrial uses, according 
to B A Fitch, president Riverside 
Boiler & Engineering Company, Fort 
Worth, monufocturers of the new prod­
uct, which will be marketed under the 
name " Abco " 

Basic copper is bonded to the steel 
plate of the new water hea ter by on 
improved electronics process, making 
it impossible to burn the copper off 
the plate with o blow torch. The water 
heaters ore copper-plated inside and 
out, including tubes, making for longer 
period of service, according to Fitch, 
and ore bocked by o five-year guar­
antee and manufactured in two sizes 
The Abco Senior is capable of produc­
ing 4 20 gallons per hour on o 100-
degree rise , and on Abco Junior, 225 
gallons per hour on o 100-degree rise. 

TEXAS AIICHITECT 



Pinpointing 

high style 

and 

functional 

beauty with 

CORDOVA 
CREAM 

LIMESTONE 

Competes With 
Locally Quarried Stone 

\\'lwn ,hipped in hloc·l.,­
.111cl .. tali, h~ 1011 C'o,t 1-.1tt'1 

frl'ii:ht un<l fnhric·atrd h) 
lo!'ul c·ut,tont• rontrat·tor,. 

C:onlo,a Linw,tonr i, 
,·ompt>titilcl) prirecl. \'t'ri tt' 
totlo) for ,amplc•,. dt•toilt'd 
information .ind l11•autih1I 

c-olor '-ho11 inµ:-. of Cordorn 
( ream Limr-,tont•. LN u ... 

,ho11 you ho11 > ou c-an u•t• 
Cordo,a 11 ith a lot·ul 
c·ut,tont• ron trac·tor. 

TEXAS 
QUARRIES, INC. 

P. 0 . Sox 91 • Austin, Texas 

\1 ·11 \ 111111 Put I. plant uf the Parker Pt•n 
C:ompan) t•wmplific•,; the ,uh,11wed dt•,ign and 
hi!!;h ,t) It· Corclo1a Cn·am l.inw,tone mukr,­
po-...ihle for modt•rn c·ommt•n·ial plant ... 
lh u,inl? Romant1 pc, i-11litfoet• Conlov.1 
Cream Limc,tone in ,inj!lc c·our-.t• hei1.d11. the 
urd1itccts haH· achit •1 cd u huildinj! 11 it h dl'an 
furwtional ht•auty in kt•t•pinl? 11ith the 
pr111lurt that j., manuf,u·turcd in it. 

Comhininj? a rit·h t·rcam to l?Oltlen rolor 11ith 
,tn.•n!!;th un<I permanent·>, Cordmu Limt•,torw 
lu•rt• u-.,.ume ... added natural l>t'aUt) throuj!h it., 
plea,.ing irrcl?ulur uppearunc·e and trim 
of '-lllnoth fini,h Cordova Cream. 
\\ ht'lhcr it i-< U'-ecl for re,.ident ial, commt•rdal 
or in,titutionul huildinj!, it i-. uh1uy, a 
mark of ,uperior ard1itet·tun·. 



AZPHLE)( 
a new answer to an old flooring problem 

Vinylized Azphlex is the new and better flooring 
for multi-purpo se school areas - such as this 
combination cafeteria-auditor ium. Here' s a 
tougher floor that withstands heavy wear and 
grea e abuse, yet is eas ier to clean and keep clean. 

Vinylizing gi, es Azphlex its superi or qualities . 
Its tightly textured smooth surface is easy to mop 
clean - its closely interlaced st ru cture adds 
years of wear in the face of constant ui.e and 
abuse. 

Vinylizing also gives Azphlex its cleaner, brighter 
colors - colors that add spar kle and beauty to 
school interiors. It s better light reflectance is easy 
on the eyes of both pupil and teacher , too. And, 

Azphlex cost no more than ordinary greaseproof 
asphalt tile. 

Why not get all the fact on Vinylized Azphlex 
before you specify schoo l floors. Its cost per 
c.quare foot per year is unu sually low. Color 
chart , produc t data and name of nearest Azrock 
dealer will be sent on request. 

AZPHLE)( 
VI N Y LIZED TILE 

AZROCK PRODUCTS DIVISION • UVALDE ROCK ASPHALT CO. 

FROST BANK BUILDING • SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

MAKERS OF VINA-LUX • AZROCK • DURACO • AZPHLEX 

l 


