LN O -

JANUARY

IN THIS ISSUE s———

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE TEXAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS

A New
Regional Architecture

TSA Launches
1955 Program

Office Practice
Committee

® ¢ o o

More Convention Pictures

PAID

U S POSTAGE
“FORT WORTH, TEXAS
PERMT Mo, 2037

Section M P. L. B R

TEXAS ARCHITECT

Box 1733
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Form 357% Regquasted




o\

FOR BEAUTYY ...
FOR LOW MAINTENANCE COST
FOR PERMANENCE, ..,

V!

|

el bl Al | b e -}

|

E

-I.*I'

LE
&

ARCHITECTURAL TERRA COTTA
and
CERAMIC VENEER
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5T. PATRICK'S ACADEMY
CHICAGO, ILLINDIS

BELLI & BELLI, Architects
Architects designing today's smart functional

schools specify Ceramic Veneer widely for

exteriors and inteviors. No other building material
offers so much in appearance, quality and price.
Custom-made to your specifications in an unlimited
range of beawtiful ceramic colovs which retain
their handsome appearance through the years.
Ceramic Veneer is produced in a variety of
shapes, sives, finishes and colors, which in

combination with moulded or omamental units,

offers an unlimited vange of architectural effects.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The original richness and beauty can be retained BOARD OF EDUCATION
) CITY OF CHICAGO
indefinitely by simple soap and watey washings. JOHN €. CHRISTENSEN, Architect

Advice on preliminory shetches, construction
details, tolor sompler ond sitimates will be
furnished withaut charge. Write for data today.

GREAT 'SOUTHERN SUPPLY COMPANY

4003 MURPHY AVEMUE

PO BOX 14307 HOUSTOMN 21, TEXAS

Telsphone: OLIVE 0855
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Use it for a brilliont sparkling white,
or with pigments added it gives the loveliest of colors!
Specify it for architectural concrete units . . .
terrazzo . . . stucco . . . and light reflecting
uses, It's o true portlond . . . and it meets all
Federal and ASTM specifications.

T

www 1t's the whitest white cement

A Product of GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT CO. * Chicago * Daollos * Chaottancoga * Tampa * Llos Angeles
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v, Eaey to care for..

Architects know that maintenance cost is one of the
major considerations in specifving a floor covering.

Dense, yet resilient, floors of Wright Rubber Tile
bring savings in maintenance that quickly offset the
initial savings of a "cheaper” floor. Dirt won't
penetrate Wright's non-porous surface. Mopping
and occasional waxing will retain its new-look
luster indefinitely.

Because of these characteristics, Wright
Rubber Tile is particularly appropriate in large,
heavy-traffic  jobs, where maintenance cost
might otherwise become excessive.

Pictured above is Battelstein’s fashionable

River Oaks Store in Houston. Wright

WRIGHTEX Rubber Tile was wsed in all principal
WRIGHTFLOR sales floor areas.

VINYL TILE WRIGHT MANUFACTURING CO.
ECONOTILE 5205 Post Oak Road, Houston, Texas
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3/:0 predic[enftj cs[:’ffer

By
Grayson Gill,
TSA-AIlA,
President,

Texas Society
of Architects

The by-laws of the Texas Society of
Architects contoin on important stote-
ment of purpose in Section 2, which
emphosizes o key role of our officers
and members which [ want to stress

at the beginning of this new year, that
of "', . . ever-increasing service to the
citizenship of the state . . .

A portion of Section 2 reads as fol-
lows: “To unite the architects of Texas,
to make the profession of ever increas-
ing service to the citizenship of the
Stote by odvocating means to protect
ond better the public health, sofety
and welfare, as related to planning
and to the design and construction of
buildings . . ."

One of the best meons of accom-
plishing this objective is through ef-
fective work by TSA committees and
their members. Great emphasis will
therefore be placed upon this subject
at the January B meeting of the board
of directors in Austin.

Since 1953, committee orgaonizotion
and octivity within TSA has been
strengthened by certain action by the
Americon Institute of Architects, our
parent graup. Primarily, this hos con-
sisted of (1) setting up o relationship
between notionol and regionol com-
mittees, (2] spelling out the scope, ob-
jectives and fields of activity involved
ond {3) making possible a much better
flow of cammunications regarding com-
mittee duties, policies, and octivities
between the Chapter level and the na-
tional level.

As on example of same of these
chonges in the concept and function
of committee work, and haw it con
help the general public to be better
served by our profession, | would like
to refer you to the article in this issue
on the TSA Chapter Affairs Committee.
Murrell Bennett, as chairman, hos out-
lined cleorly the new functions of this
group, ond how they oid both the
practitioner and those he serves.

TSA will emphosize the effective
working of its committees, toward the
objective of . . . ever-increasing serv-
ice to the citizenship of this stote.”

TEXAS ARCHITECT
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fabrvary 7-11—UHAS symposium at Uni-
varsity of Houston.

Vert THontt

Architects Work Toward
Additional Economy In
Construction and
Maintenance

Report of TSA
Winter Board Meeting

Initial Planning
For 1955 Convention

New TSA
Chapter Officials
Prepare for Active Year

Houston Chapter, AlA

T This Tsowe

Texas is developing a regional architec-
ture of its own — well adapted to anviron-
ment, ways of life, customs, and needs of
the day, the lead editorial points out. The
rosult is growing recognition of Texas
architecture, as exemplified by the travel-
ling exhibition of '"Texas Architecture—
I1954" winners to be seen in many cities
?f the state this winter and spring. Waitch
or it.

Our cover is of the new El Pase Public
Library, sslected by the El Paso Chapter
as a repressntative work.

Another aditorial reveals that Americans
don't like “look-alike" housas.

First in a new series of articles on out-
standing TSA committess is one on the
Chapter Affairs Commities.

INDEX TO ADYERTISERS
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. . are genuine clay tiles, pre-spaced and available in o wide range of wall

colors, plus KRIST-A-LINE hard glaze floor tile. Monarch coffers all standard
shapes from 3-inch hex to the new, time-saving 82 x 4% wall tile. Always
specify MONARCH COLORBLEND TILES.

MONARCH TILE MANUFACTURING, INC. sananceio, rexas

SWINGING DOORS-SLIDING PANELS - CASEMENT WINDOWS*PROJECTED WINDOWS

. as illustrated in Sweets

R. H. FOLMAR COMPANY MANUFACTURERS AUSTIN, TEXAS
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A New Regional Architecture

Featured in the December issue were pictures
of award winners in the recent "'Texas Architecture
—1954"" competition.

The reader saw more than a group of excellent
designs carried out in attractive structures which
combine usefulness and beauty. There was as well
in these prize-winners, examined by more than
100,000 persons at the State Fair of Texas, the
emergence of o new regional architecture . . .
“Texas'' architecture.

it is only natural that Texas, with more than
1000 registered architects and a fresh, energetic
tradition of its own, should develop a regional
architecture which is beginning to be recognized
more and more over the nation. What is surprising,
however, is the national and even international
notice which the work of TSA members has been
ottracting in the past few years.

A glance at not only the leading architectural
publications, but mass-circulation magazines which
reach millions of the general public, will show
many examples of this “Texos architecture’ in
recent months.

One reason, critics point out, is that "'Texas
architecture’’ fulfills so well one of the challenging
demands set before the architect—to adopt his
work to environment, ways of life, customs, and
needs of the day. Texos architecture, as repre-
sented by many of the winning entries in the
current “‘Texas Architecture—1954"" and previous
competitions, does just this. And it has led to @
growing use ond appreciation of the architect’s
ability to serve in this state.

The next logical development in this trend has
now come about, principally because the Texos
way of life, with its emphasis on outdoor living and
relative informality, achieved without forsoking
either traditional dignity or comfart, has been
widely copied of late.

As a regian and part of a nation saw the new
and fresh—and also socund and well-designed—
homes and buildings which went with Texas, they
approved. The result is the growing recognition
of a distinct "Texas'’ architecture which is more
and more estoblished as a new regional archi-
tecture.

TEXKAS ARCHITECT

Sometime in the next few months, a traveling
exhibition of some of the best of this Texas archi-
tecture, the prize-winning designs from ‘'Texas
Architecture—1954"", will be on display in your
own city or nearby. Watch for the exhibit, and
take the opportunity to see what it represents—
a new and distinctive architecture which is a credit
to our state, to its architects, and to those who
recognize how much architecture can contribute
to a better way of life.

"Look-Alikes" Unpopular

A recent Gallup Poll shows that a substantial
percentage of the U. S. public does not like "'look-
alike” structures. In suburban areas, the feeling
is particularly strong, and 61% of all persons
queried would have legislatian to prevent “the
construction of houses that look alike™.

In the overall sample polled, 47°, of those
queried were agoinst "builders putting up houses
that look alike'’, to the extent of advocating legis-
lation on this scare. A total of 37 %, were against
the legislation, and 14 %, had no opinion.

This is a surprising indication of how strongly
the U. S. public feels on this matter, but it follows
recent ordinances passed in Westchester County,
New York, and Princeton, New Jersey against the
“loak-alikes'".

Thanks To Our Readers

A considerable number of our 8500 readers
have indicated that they are very much in favor
of the new TEXAS ARCHITECT format. There has
been virtually no adverse comment on the change
which brought the magazine up to its present size
beginning with the Movember issve. TSA and
everyone concerned with praducing the publica-
tion is grateful for these positive expressions of
opinion. We hope to make the magozine better
and better able to serve the general public ond
the architectural profession,
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New $500 Scholarship
For Architectural Students
Announced By Royal Tile

The Royal Tile Manufacturing Com-
pany of Fort Worth, occording to its
president, Horoce H, Porter, has estob-
liched o $500 annual scholarship to be
given to outstanding students from the
five stote schools of architecture at
Rice Institute, Texos University, Texas
A & M, Texos Tech, and the University
of Housion.

Announcement of the new scholar-
ship was made at o luncheon at the
Royal Tile Compony plant in Fort
Worth, ot which more than 200 mem-
bers of TSA sow the actual manufoc-
turing pracess used in producing Royal
Tile.
) On hand as the new scholarship was (

announced by Mr. Porter were TSA

New $500 S°h°l‘mh'p F°' Students officiols including 1954 President Ed-

Horace H. Porter, center, president of the Royal Tile Manufacturing Com- " bid C.arroil, CRS AN Pres.#denl

pany of Fort Worth, is shown with Edward L. Wilson, TSA-AIA of Fart Worth Gruyso.n G'"_' ond ,Edwurd L. Wilson.

{left) and Edwin W. Carroll of El Paso, 1954 TSA presnden# as announcement V- "Wnlson oy pre"d"’m of the Texo.s

was made of a $500 Royal Tile scholarship to be given to outstanding students Architectural Foundation, o non-profit

of architecture in Texas schools, orgonization established by TSA to

give assistance to worthy students of

architecture ond to other projects re-
lated to the field of orchitecture.

Mr. Wilson is president of the Texas Architectural Foundation, and presi-
dent of the Fort Worth Chapter,

The announcement was made during a tour of the Royal Tile plant in Fort Detoils of the mechanics and ad-
Worth by more than 200 TSA members who had lunch at the establishment ministrotion of the Royal Tile scholar-
during the TSA convention. ship will be announced.

ASPHALT PAVING is a FLEXIBLE paving
..does not break hke RIGID pawg

Asphalt, the flexible paving, is

always in contact with the foun-

dation.

I S su:mcs ;gu;p
Rigid pavement becomes o beom #; -.- _‘ = -m‘ L m = -

when subgrade settles. Heavy B

: _ - -
loods break this beom. Con- - éﬂ, w\OHSE . ‘ ‘
; 5 e /
.

tinved applicotion can couse

" o . A - . -J-J -“‘ J O s A
pumping or additional breaking : r pat
-

ot some poin! several feet oway.

Always specify ASPHALT PAVING

4
-
‘-

. . . the flexible paving that costs

less ond lasts longer,

Standord size for Texos Bitulithic

4" paving
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TSA Board To Shape 1955 Program
At January 8 Meeting In Austin

The TSA boord of directors will hold
its first 1955 meeting Jonuvary 8 in
Austin, with incoming President Gray-
son Gill of Dallas presiding.

Succeeds Edwin W. Carroll

Mr. Gill succeeds Edwin W. Carroll
of El Poso, who hos just concluded an
administration during which TSA mode
notable pragress. Other new officials
in the Gill administration ore R. Mox
Brooks of Austin, vice-president; Fred
J. MacKie of Houston, second vice-
president; and Louis F. Southerland of
Austin, secretary-treosurer. Mr. South-
erland continues in office, hoving been
appointed last year to his post, along
with John G. Flowers, Jr. of Austin,
executive director.

Items on Agendo

Among principal items an the ogen-
da ot the Austin meeting will be the
following:

t. Consideration of a record-mak-
ing budget in excess of $17,000, os
TSA exponds its activities as a profes-
sional organizotion, ond its service to
the architectural profession ond to the
general public.

University of Houston
Symposium February 7-11
Has World-Famous Architects

Internationally-known architects will
be presented in o five-day symposium
February 7-11 at the Universitly of
Houston.

Sponsored by the University of Hous-
ton Architectural Society, student chop-
ter of TSA-AlIA, the winter program
will be built around a series of ofter-
noon seminars, evening lectures, ond
informal receptions. In the lounge of
Oberholtzer Holl, ot the University, the
oudience may surround the porticipants
in orena-theotre style.

Five Participonts

Participants will include the follow-
ing orchitecis: Marcel Brever, Bruce
Gof, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Poul
Rudolph, ond Jose Sert.

Douglos Hoskell, editor and chair-
man of Architectural Forum, will be
moderator, with Philip Johnson of New
Canaon, Conn., as alternate.

Advonce seoson fickets to the sym-
posium oare now being sold by the
University of Houston Architectural
Society, at $10 per person.

TEXAS ARCHITECT

Inquiries concerning tickets should
be addressed to the University of
Houston Architecturol Society.

2. Committee orgonization, porlicu-
larly of committees which have differ-
ent maoke-up and functians since a
1953 reorgonization of the relation-
ship berween the American Institute of
Architects ond its regionol member or-
gonizations such as TSA.

3. A membership drive to make the
odvantages af TSA membership avail-
able to every registered architect in
the state.

4. Exponded activity for TSA's new
statewide office, locoted since lost July

at 327 Perry-Brooks Building, Austin,
under the direction of Mr. Flowers.

5. First planning of the 1955 con-
vention,

6. Ligison with other professional
groups to expand public service.

Begins at 10 AM,

It is expected thot key commitiee
coirmen, secretories of the 12 TSA
Chapters, and others will join with of-
ficers and directors at the lanuvary 8
meeting, one of the most importont of
the year.

Sessions will begin ot 10 a.m. ot the
Commodore Perry Hotel, and are ex-
pected to continue through 4 p.m. after
a luncheon session. All in ottendonce
at the board session will pay o speciol
visit to inspect the new TSA state
offices.

INCOMING, OUTGOING TSA PRESIDENTS

TSA will see Grayson Gill left, take ovar the presidency formally for the first time st
Austin January 8, as officers and directors holds their winter board meeting. Edwin W. Carrall
of El Paso, retiring president who towers & full foot in height over his Dallas successor, remains

on the board as immediate past president.
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Office Practice Committee
Is Key Group Within TSA

The Office Practice Committee of the
Texas Society of Architects exists and
performs its work as a part of the ver-
tical committee organization of the
Americon Institute of Architects in-
ougurated in 195], Its purpose is "'to
explore the possibilities of assisting
the Texas architect to perfect himself
in his profession through improvements
in his office orgonizatian techniques,
and contract dacuments, ond to de-
velop office aids to accomplish this
purpose.’’ lts chairmon is the Texos
regional member of the AlA Commit-
tee on Office Proctice, and its mem-
bership is composed of the chairmen
of the Office Proctice Committees of
the twelve TSA Chapters, who are ap-
pointed by the President of TSA. Dur-
ing 1955 the Committee will wark on
the following specific projects:

"The General Conditions to the Con-
tract," as developed by the AIA, out
of the experience of the past 50 years
and generally mode o part of all
proper sets of Contract Documents for
Construction, contains provisions for
certain items which vary from stote to
state, such os the types of insurance
required for construction projects. This
Committee, in cooperation with the
Texos Section of the Associated Gen-
eral Contractars and insurence coun-
selors to be selected, will investigate
and issue informotion on any supple-
menlary requirements reloting to in-
surance on construction cantracts re-
quired by Texas stolutes ond not cov-
ered in the A.lLA. General Conditions.

Statement Is Ravised

The Committee has revised the
T.5.A, Statement of Architectural Serv-
ices ond Proper Minimum Fee Schedule
to more completely cover the relotion-
ship between the Architect ond his
Client and sa that it can be enclosed
with o letter and form an Agreement
for small projects where the Owner
and Architect do not wish to enter into
a more formal contract. This document
will inform the Client of the minimum
fees he may expect to pay for com-
petent orchitectural service, what those
services ore, and outline the duties ond
respansibliities of both Client and
Architect under whatever circumstonces
may develop. No other profession en-
joys or provides such a cleor under-
stunding between the professional man
and his client.
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by

1. Murrell
Bennett,
Chairman

J. Murrell Bennett

During the first port of 1955 this
Committee will complete the assem-
bling of doto for the use of the na-
tional AIA Committee on Office Prac-
tice, in preparing on agreement form
between the Client and the Architect
based on the tatal expense of the
Architect in performing his service, and
praviding for a proper fee in addition
la these expenses of service. Such o
contract farm moy be desirable on
projects on which the Owner expects
to have the Architect do much explora-
tory wark on various design solutions,
and wonts the privilege of changing
his mind as often as he desires. It is
not recommended for the usual build-
ing project.

“Profit”’ Otten Musory

The data being obtoined for this
form would be of consideroble interest
to clients who think that a lorge per-
centage of the orchitect's fee repre-
sents profit. The result of this survey
coauses this Committee to recommend
even more strongly thot all Texos

architects obtain and make use of the
AlA Standard Accounting System for
Architects.

In o recent survey by this Commit-
tee concerning the use of the AlA
Stondord Form of Agreement between
Owner ond Architect, it was found thot
Texas architects unanimously agree
that, where the Owner desires to let
separate contracts an plumbing, heat-
ing, air conditioning ond electrical
work, the architecturol fee should be
increased by two per cent an those
seporote cantracts. The Owner gener-
ally feels that he is soving a generol
contractor’'s profit varying from six to
ten per cent on these items, ond should
realize that the architect's work of ad-
ministering separale contracts costs the
orchitect opproximately two per cent
of their valve. City school boards ore
especiolly prone ta load this extra
work on the Architect without campen-
sation, not realizing thot he must ab-
sorb this extro expense.

Accuracy in Cost Estimating

One of the most important octivities
of this Committee is to ossemble and
distribute the latest availoble dota on
“Cost Estimoting by Architects." Con-
scientious architects have lang realized
that the element of their service to their
clients most in need of improvement is
increased accoracy in preliminary cost
estimating. At the present time this
Committee is assisting Dodge Reports

Austin Architects Receive Award

At the awards luncheon during the annual TSA convention in Fort Worth,
Austin architects Charles Granger (left) and Arthur Fehr (center) receive a
"Texas Architecture-1954" award of merit from former TSA President Edwin W.
Carroll of El Paso. The firm of Fehr & Granger won the award for their design
of the ©. Henry Junior High School in Austin.

TEXAS ARCHITECT



in developing a standard form for na-
tionwide computing and reporting of
cubic foot and square foot costs on a
uniform basis, so that the individual
Architect's estimating date will be
enormously increased ond his methods
improved.

The young practicing Architect is o
particulor concern of this Office Proc-
tice Commiftee, as evidenced by its
work in ossembling, editing, ond is-
suing o set of typical Office Forms,
which conserve fime spent on clerical
work for more important services,

Dato is also being assembled on
provisions which should be considered
in Partnership and Association Agree-
ment between Architects. All Architects,
especially the younger practioners, are
being urged to obtain and use a new
publication, "“The AlA Stondard Con-
troct Forms and the Low,”” by Parker
ond Adoms, and also to moke use of
the AlA Handbook on Architectural
Practice. The AlA OFice Proctice Com-
mitlee is supervising a complete re-
vision of this Hondbook scheduled to
appeor in late 1955,

Houston Architect
Addresses National Meeting
Of Clay Products Institute

Walter T. Rolfe, TSA-AlA, of the
Houston orchitectural firm of Golemon
Rolfe, recently addressed the nationaol
convention of the Structural Clay
Products Institute, ot Son Diego, Cal.,
on the odvontoges of modulor co-
ardination.

Convention reports paoid tribute to
Mr. Rolfe's "“enthusiasm for his subject
ond for his profession’, which waos
“highly beneficial to the architecturol
profession and to the entire construc-
tion industry™,

The Cloy Products Associotion of
the Southwest is the regional affiliate
of the Structural Clay Products Insti-

tute, mointaining offices in Austin,
Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston in
the stote,

Watch For Exhibition Of
“"Texas Architecture-1954"

Waich for the exhibition of Texas
Architecture-1954 which will be shown
in many parts of the stote during the
next few months. Plan now fo see this
exhibition of outstonding work by
Texos orchitects when it appears in
your areo.

TEXAS ARCHITECT

"Texas Architecture-1954" Winner

The Schlumberger Rencvation Project in Houston, by the Houston architectural firm of
Bolton & Batnstone, ASA-AIA, won a commendation in the “Tesas Architecturs-1954" com-

petition at the State Fair of Texas.

Bolton & Barnstone also won an award of merit in the residential class of the same com-
petition for their home for Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Blum in Beaumont. This home was shown

in the December, 1954 issue.

More than 100,000 persons saw the "Tevas Architecture-1954" display at the State Fair
of Texas during the competition, sponsored by TSA and the Dallas Chapter in cooperation

with the Dallas Museum of Fine Ars.

Holiday Hill Stone, Thermador
Featured In Prize-Winning Home

Two of the features which drew
wide-spreod comment from many view-
ers of the Pieter Cromerus home in
Houston, top prize-winner in the resi-
dentiol classifation of the “‘Texas Archi-
tecture—19354" competition, were the
entrance walk ond the “‘Living-Kitch-
en.”

Architects Wilson, Morris & Crain of
Houston, TSA-AIA, designers of the
Cromerus home, have this to say obout
Holiday Hill Stone, which wos used in
the approach walk, ond the Thermodor
cooking tops and ovens in the kitchen:

Casval Paottern Wanted

“for the Cromerus residence, we
wanted o caswol paving pattern on
both entrance and garden terroces
which covld be worked around exist-
ing trees ond would match with the
brick. Holidoy Hill Stone, from Burney
&Felder of San Antonio, served ideolly.
It allowed the laying of o cosuol pat-
tern with one inch by two inch module
stone loid in stobilized sond so that

trees disturbed ond walks
and steps grew out of the basic pat-
tern.

“Also, the large range of colors in
Holidoy Hill Stone, avoiloble in either
soft-focus or brilliont hues, made pos-
sible a happy motch with the brick in
the home."

were nof

“Living-Kitchen" Invalved

The Thermodor kitchen was particu-
lorty important in the Cromerus home
becouse o "Living-Kitchen’’ is involved.
The architecturel firm hod this to soy
obout Thermador instollations:

"The success of a Living-Kitchen,
such as in the Cramerus residence, de-
pends a greot deol on the monner in
which the working elements of the
kitchen are blended into simple com-
poct forms. Thermador cooking tops
and oven lend themselves easily to
clean-looking, clean-keeping, ''unclini-
col” kitchen design, and thot is what
we were looking for in this home."™
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Holiday Hill Stone Tile en-

sign, is a picluresque introduc-
tion o the Houston Residence
which won First “Texas Archi-
teclure—>51"" Residential
Award.
Wilson, Morris & Crain,
TSA-AIA, Architects

DISTINGUISHED APPROACH TO A PRIZE-WINNING HOUSE

Sun-washed, earthen colors of Holiday Hill
Stone Tile were used here to blend house
and surroundings—in the finest contempo-
rary styling. Entrance walk, covered entry
and living terrace are all constructed of
this handsome stone tile, permanent in
appeal and in serviceahility. The award-
winning Architects have also used Holiday
Hill Stone and Stone Tile in other distine-
tive homes for walls and interior flooring.
Holiday Hill Stone is available in any sofi-
focus or brilliant permanent color. Both
for homes and commercial buildings, this
versatile cast stone adds individuality and
value far Iw)‘un(l its moderate cost. Exceeds
ASTM requirements [or highest grade

{SW) building brick.

Send for Free Color Brochure.

Created by BURNEY & FELDER
160G e Secvis Roap
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

PAGE 10

Ledgestone and Stone Tile {looring for interior and exterior heauty, De-
Haven Pitts & Associates, TSA-AIA, Architects; Roger Rasbach, Designer.
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New Wrinkle In Lighting Bank Mezzanines
Uses "Dog-Tooth" Ceiling, Prism-Lens Fixtures

By HENRY L. HOGAN, Yice-President, Research,
Holophane Company, Inc., New York, N, Y.

The people who do the many activi-
ties that go to make up banking need
good light. Many banks were built ot
o time when this was not realized, and
their monumentol architecture becomes
a handicop ta physical improvements.

The fundomental problems of bank
hghting were old when the tower of
Bobel was built. llitani, according to
cloy brick records dug up in Babylon,
thought the lights were “‘toc bright',
forty-one hundred years ago. She was
the daughter of Ubar-Ishtar, and a
decorator. She was also a close friend
of the wife of the E-Sagil Temple Bonk.
This combinatian temple and bonk, o
tremendous pile, square built with set-
bocks like a New York skyscroper, was
a few blocks south of the 600-foot
tower of Babel, of biblical fame.

Same As Modern Porblems

litoni, having decorated her friend's
aportments overlooking the palm-
fringed Euphrates, easily picked up the
contract ta decorote the bank, Sin-
Abushes, the fixture contractor, was

out of luck. litani didn't like his lomps
ond being unoble to put her finger on
anything very specific, she rejected
them as '‘too bright’’. The clay tablets
unearthed at the site do not reveal the
upshot of the squabble, but the prob-
lem is essentially the some as that
faced by the Girard Trust Carn Ex-
change in Philadelphio.

Here was a monumental bank, driv-
en to utilize its mezzanine for clerical
work, ond so needing adequate light-
ing intensity up on the “shelf" with-
out causing glore or light spill for the
bank’s customers on the main floor,
and without destroying the dignity of
the monumental interior.

“Dog-Tooth" Breaks Used

The problem was solved by install-
ing an acoustical ceiling in o series
of “dog-tacth™ breaks that ran porol-
lel with the boundaries of the public
spoce. The short, steep face of each
break is cimed oway from the public
space and contains fluorescent strip

GIRARD TRUST—Mezzanine running around
public space, Girard Trust Corn Eichange
Bank, Philadelphia, Pa.

A unique lighting problem was solved with
"dog-tooth” ceiling breaks, fluorescent strip
lights hidden from view, and special prismatic
control lens.

The result: Adequate lighting without glare
or light spili, or detraction from dignity of a
monumental interior.

lights that are hidden from view from
the main floor.

Because of the angle, open or louv-
ered troffers would throw too much
light direcily into the worker's eyes.
Therefore, a speciol prismatic control
lens was used to direct more light
downwards. Warking illumination pro-
vided is 35 footcandles.

She wants a Bilt-in range...

TEXAS ARCHITECT
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TSA

Annual Convention

Above and at left, TSA members
are pictured by Jimmy Laughead,
Featherlite Corporation photographer
who took more than 300 pictures of
the convention, as they arrived for the
traditional President's Dinner-Dance on
the final evening.

At right: A group at the "Bookland™
Costume Party.

PAGE 12 TEXAS ARCHITECT



Fulbright Scholarships
Open To Architects
For Study Abroad

Young American Architects have a
chance ta study abroad under the
U. S. Government educatianal ex-
change program.

Condidates in the field of archi-
tecture moy enter the general com-
petition for Fulbright Scholarships. Ap-
plication blonks and a brochure de-
scribing the Fulbright program are
available at the Institute of Interno-
tionol Education, 1 Eost 67th Street,
New York City,

Participating countries of interest
to architects are Austria, Belgiuvm and
Luxembourg, Denmark, Finlond, France,
Germany, ltaly, Jopan, the Nether-
londs, MNorway, Sweden, and the
United Kingdom.

Eligibility requirements for the for-
eign study fellowships are: 1) United
States citizenship; 2) A college degree
or its equivalent at the time the award
is taken wup; 3) Knowledge of the
language of the country sufficient ta
carry on the proposed study; 4) Age
35 years or under; and 5} good health.

Final selection of Fulbright grantees
is mode by the Board of Foreign
Scholarships appointed by the Presi-
dent af the United States.

Fulbright awords are made entirely
in the currencies of porticipoting
countries abraad. The Fulbright Act
authorizes the vuse of foreign cur-
rencies and credits acquired through
the sale of surplus property obroad
for educational exchanges. The awords
caver transportation, tuition, books,
ond maintenance for one academic
year.

Ten Billion Dollars
For Home Upkeep In 1955,
Chicago Firm Estimates
Americans will spend $10 billian for
home meointenance and improvement in
1955, according to reporis from the
Zonolite Company, Chicogo, miner and
processor of vermiculite. Bosed an gov-
ernment estimates, the reports show
that this figure will be three billion
dallars less the amaunt spent an new
home construction, and also that more
home-owners than ever will be "doing
it themselves." High on the list of
maintenance projects is ottic insulotion.
To ossure an insulation job thot's both
effective and permanent, Zonaolite ad-
vises home-owners to use vermiculite,

TEXAS ARCHITECT

COMPARE

with any other
WINDOW

Wholesale only
TEMPLE . FORT WORTH . SAN ANTONIO

“GROUND WATER SPECIALISTS”
EL PASO o

HOUSTON @ MIDLAND o CORPUS CHRISTI @ DALLAS

Sparkling White Marble
and 20 Other Colors

for Roofing & Terrazzo

4 Shades of Green Now So Popular

We have an inventary of 100,000 bags; can fill orders for

one ar more colors immediately.

DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY

PHOME 2-3440 AUSTIN, TEXAS

2800 E. 171h ST.
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TSA

Annual Convention

A delegation from despest Africa at the "Bookland™ Costume Party

At the President's Dinner-Dance
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Houston Architect Named
One Of Five Outstanding
Young Texans By Jaycees
e

George F. Pierce,

Jr., of Houston,
TSA-AlA, has been
nomed one of the

Five Outstonding

Young Texons of
1954 by the Texas
Junior Chamber of

Commerce. Sworge F. Pierce, Jr.

Mr, Pierce, of the Houston architec-
turol firm of Pierce & Pierce, will be
honored with Dr. Denton A. Cooley,
Houston doctor ond surgeon; Howard
E. Butt, Jr., vice-president of the H. E.
Butt Grocery Compony of Corpus Chris-
ti; Ben H. Carpenter of Dallos, vice-
president of the Southland Life Insur-
ance Company; and Denton County
Judge Jaock W. Gray of Denton at o
Jonuary 15 banquet in Midland.

Active In Community

The citation from the stote Junior
Chamber of Commerce notes thot Mr,
Pierce in addition to his professional
occomplishments has been interested
in o wide voriety of communily activi-
ties, particularly in Boy Scout work and
in club and church work.

Mr. Pierce is o groduate of Rice In-
stitute, ond served as on instructor
there ofter returning from duty os o
Naval officer in the Centraol Pacific in
1946. A native of Dollos, he olsa ob-
tended Southern Methodist Universily.

Was TSA Officer

Secretary-treasurer of TSA in 1953,

Construction Contract Awards
For 11 Months Of 1954 Climb
Above Entire Year Of 1953

Building and engineering controcts
in 37 stotes totolled olmost $18 billion
through November 30, according to
F. W. Dodge Corporation. This brings
the 1954 totol for the first 11 months
cbove the entire amount of controcts
for 1953,

November owards of $1.5 billion,
highest in the 63 yeoars since Dodge
hos been moking compilations in the
construction ond marketing field, were
responsible for the new record.

Residences Up 28 Per cent

On on 11-month basis, residentiol
building wos 28 per cent oheod of
1953. Public and privole works ond
utilities were three per cent aheod,
and non-residentiol building was down
less than ane per cent,

TEXAS ARCHITECT

Chapter Affairs Committee. He hos
served also on MNaotional Committees
of the American Institute of Architects.

Mr. Pierce hos been active in TSA and
Hauston chapter activities. He is cur-
rently serving as choirmon of the TSA

SPECIFY

BUILDING PLUMBING
DRAINAGE PRODUCTS

FOR THE FINEST IN QUALITY AND ENGINEERING DESIGN
’ 2-1326 SUPREMO PERFECT SEAL CLEANOUT

—Floor Level Type—Provides gar ond woter tight con-
naction, cover alwoys eosy lo remove, Adjuitable lop
compensates for voriations in floor surfoce. Write for
New Manval 54-4,

Z-1396 ZURN WALL HYDRANT—Nan - Freezing
Type—For concealed flush inslollation in any type of

wall construction, Working party easily removable, Avail-

oble in 3" ond 1" pipe size. Write for New Manual ‘
54.5,

IURN products include sverything tor Drainoge Systems from Rool to Bosement.

ZURN CONTINENTAL SERVICES, INC,
FACLUSIVE MALE® A ENT
4. A, FURX MFL. OO,
FHIE. P,

HEPRESENTED 1Y

STERLING & NEWBY
P. 0. BOX 6025 — HOUSTON @ APLE AVE. - DAL

1831 MAPLE AVE. ~ DALLAN @
JU-2205

JUT-0004

SPECIFY ...

PLAQUE and BUILDING LETTERS by
=z SOUTHWELL CO.

ART BRONZE DIVISION

511 N. PRESA STREET

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
® SCHOOLS
® CHURCHES
® HOSPITALS

@ BANKS
@ BUILDINGS

Since 1866 . . .

Quality with Service
WRITE FOR CATALOG

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
TEXAS MODEL CO.

Professional Builders ol Scale Models

SOUTHERN INSPECTION SERVICE
ENGINEERS INSPECTION & TESTS

PO Bax 3106 Heurter Promotional Models
" Ave, Engineering Studies
Exterior and Interior Design Studies
L0 SEg 1003 Hyde Park Houston, Texas
Mgr YaA-841 U-1878

Houston, Texod
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New Products

Two new sound conditioning prod-
ucts, designed for use in o wide variety
of buildings, are being mode by The
Celotex Corporotion, 120 South Lo
Solle Street, Chicago. One is a white
enomeled steel ponel that combines
noise reduction, incambustibility, ecan-
omy, and easy maintenance. The ather
is o set of plostic ponels for translu-
cent ceilings, which provide high light
levels withaut glare.

Steelocoustic, an economical, incom-
bustible materiol, provides an ottrac-
tive ceiling texture. It is finished in
white baked enomel. Sound passes
through the steel focing and into the
absorbent materail laminoted behind
it.

Lumicel and Acousti-Lux will allow
the transmission of highlight levels,
with obsence of glore, ond uniform
light diffusion. Lumicel is a plostic
ponel for translucent ceiling instalio-
tions. Acousti-lux is o pair of ponels,
also of plostic, welded together ot their
perimeters. The diaphrogmatic action
of the air space between the panels
absorbs sound. Acousti-Lux thus pro-
vides o ceiling that diffuses light aond
olso reduces noise.

L L L

Associoted Plywood Mills, Eugene,
Oregon, hos announced the ovoilobil-
ity of its “"Sea Swirl”" plywood in three
new sizes—12" x 127, 16" x 16", and
24" x 24”. Sea Swirl squares are
pockaged in lobeled cartons especiolly
designed for the product. All squores
are interior grode, 5/ 14" thick. Set in
squore or diamond pattern, they are
widely used to give variety 10 poneled
walls in homes, offices, clubs, churches
—both new construction ond in mod-
ernization projecis. Sea Swirl squores
hove proved popular with the “do-it-
yourself'" trode for the moking of
planter boxes and miscelloneous pieces
of residential and commercial furni-
ture. Stocks of Select Seoa Swirl in
squares [interior] and standord 4 x B’
panels {interior and exterior} are cor-
ried by Associated warehouses includ-
ing Dallas and Houston and at inde-
pendent jobbers.

L ] - L J
Sound reduction doors for o broad

range of building and industrial uses
are described in o new eight-page

bulletin of engineering information is-
sued by the Sound Reduction Door
Division of the Jamison Cold Storage
Door Company, Hagerstown, Mory-
iand.

+ L *

A built-in gir cleaner will make the
home of the future farever dust free, o
Chicagoe inventor, Richard R. Cook,
claims. Cook, wha heads the Radex
Corporation, recently put on the mar-
ket on electronic home oir filter he
developed ofter 15 years of experi-
menting. Attached to the warm air fur-
nace, Caook’s device hos been shown
to capture dust, pollen and other mat-
ter from the air.

] - L]

A four-page, color-illustrated bro-
chure describing DAYCOR, the new,
transluscent fibergloss building ponel,
hos been issued by the Strick Plastics
Co. of Philadelphio. The brachure,
which is in eosy-reference file-folder
form, illustrotes the maony uses for
DAYCOR as office partitions, shower
enclosures, carports, patio covers, own-
ings, etc. It also describes photo-
grophically how DAYCOR con be
sawed, noiled, screwed, or drilled like
wood.,

A new copper-plated woter heoter
recently hos been approved by the
Americon Gos Associotion for instolla-
tion in tourist courts, hotels, office
buildings, laundries, and for other com-
merciol and indusirial uses, according
to B. A. Fitch, president Riverside
Boiler & Engineering Company, Fort
Worth, monufacturers of the new prod-
uct, which will be marketed under the
name ‘Abco.”

Basic copper is bonded to the steel
plate of the new water heoter by on
improved electronics process, moking
it impossible to burn the copper off
the plate with a blow torch. The water
heaters are copper-plated inside and
out, including tubes, making for longer
period of service, according to Fitch,
ond are bocked by a five-yeor guar-
antee ond monufactyured in two sizes.
The Abco Senior is copable of produc-
ing 420 gallons per hour on a 100-
degree rise, ond an Abco Junior, 225
gallons per hour on o 100-degree rise.
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Pinpointing
high style
and
functional

beauty with

CORDOVA
CREAM
LIMESTONE

Competes With
Locally Quarried Stone

When shipped in blocks
and slabs by low cost waler
freight and fabricated by
local cutstone contractors,
Cordova Limestone ix
competitively priced. Write
today for samples, detailed
infoermation and beautiful
color showings of Cordova
Cream Limestone. Let us
show you how you can use
Cordova with a local
culstone conlractor,

Arrow Park Plant, The Parker Pen Company, Janesville, Wisconsin, John J. Flad & Associates, Architects

TEXAS
QUARRIES, INC.

P. O. Box 91 * Austin, Texas

New Arrow Park plam of the Parker Pen
Company exemplifies the advanced design and
high style Cordova Cream Limestone makes
possible for modern commercial plants,

By using Romantype, splitface Cordova

Cream Limestone in single course height, the
architects have achieved a building with clean
functional beauty in keeping with the

product that is manufactured in it.

Combining a rich cream to golden color with
strength and permanency, Cordova Limestone
here assumes added natural beauty through its
pleasing irregular appearance and trim

of smooth finish Cordova Cream.

Whether it is used for residential, commercial
or institutional buildings — it is always a
mark of superior architecture,




Vinylized Azphlex is the new and better flooring
for multi-purpose school areas — such as this
combination cafeteria-auditorium. Here’s a
tougher floor that withstands heavy wear and
grease abuse, yet is easier 1o clean and keep clean.

Vinylizing gives Azphlex its superior qualities.
Its tightly textured smooth surface is easy to mop
clean — its closely interlaced structure adds
years of wear in the face of constant use and
abuse,

Vinylizing also gives Azphlex its cleaner, brighter
colors — colors that add sparkle and beauty to
school interiors. Its hetter light reflectance is easy
on the eyes of both pupil and teacher, too. And,

ZPHLE

a new answer to an old flooring problem

Azphlex costs no more than ordinary greaseproof
asphalt tile. .

Why not get all the facts on Vinylized Azphlex
hefore you specify school floors. Its cost per
square foot per year is unusually low. Color
chart, product data and name of nearest Azrock
dealer will he sent on request.

ZPHLE

VINYLIZED TILE

AIROCK PRODUCTS DIVISION » UYALDE ROCK ASPHALT €O,

FROST BANK BUILDING » SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
MAKERS OF YINA-LUX & AZROCK ¢ DURACO » AZPHLEX



