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NEW TOWNS
IN EUROPE




HARLOW

MyMMthMMSmMmemmmm
to ses their new towns sod to talk to the wehiieds, plames snd sdminisirats
sponsibie for their reslivstion. Mﬁn&mmaf!ﬂew"fmwmhhthmt
housing bill befors the 1), 5. Congress has mede this o very ey topin, Ferhape fhe
following sccount will be of inierest to thoes who wre somearmed with housing wnd
pleandany i the United Sontes,

Wew Towne have s bistscy of over 60 yours in England. The concept stemmed fnom
the Garden Tty dewelopment sionsersd by Ebenezer Howsrd snd kis colsagos, when
i 1900 the town of Letchworth wes inangmretzd. [n 1920 the town of Welwyn wer
fomnded by Howsrd, and well before the second world wer it was kmown s wn ez
cellent eyample of wm organbs and self-cootained sommounity, providing living aod
working conditions side by wide amid plessant surroundings of the Exgish coantry-
side.

The current movement of New Towne wae spermed by (he prssing of the British New
Town Ast in 1946, sn st o meet the nrgent pout-war honsing need fn Britein and
reverse the trend of hesvy concentration of sopuletion and industrics im male British
cities. Simos thee o total of I8 New Towne beve bewn established; the populstion of
ench towm mmges from A06E fm Liviegstor te 68,700 is Heme Heompetend, Alll tld,
Mmmmwuw‘m&&wwiumyhmmmim%mm
ing, work, edbcation, reeveation, transporiston snd other cosmmmity feellities plenmed
mﬂimdmkﬂmﬂerthaﬁm?mm

The New Towns in Briseln are veslly different from our toscibome communilies.

from Yo thonghtbel provision of sxtensivs [iving fecllites, very roal resulis
heye been sovompiisbed in plesing indosivies within the framework of the New
Towms oo the upward of 5% of the meidente go to work withis « short distancs of
their homes, [ have found Evgland 1o be sspocially sucvessful in this sttemepi—s
M-ﬂhﬁm@mwh&em@mmmm%ﬁmw
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Hibpde o | By llands

My fniidel visit = Ea | was Hurdow, one of the Gt towms established under the New Town A of 1048, Witk
17 yearu of history behind it, Eurlow i todsy & communily bureming with sctivity and cheerful spisit. Arriving &t
toe pew railooed staifom sfier & 43-minuts trwin ride through the backysrds of Crester London, one is immediately
exhilecated by the freslmess snd the plesssnt ssrroundinge of this town of 52,000, Following the main road wind.
ing vowsnd the wwn csmier, high-rise -me bofiidings, row-houses, viean faciories and sther sommunity baildings
come fmio view. 1 was vy Mie. L. E. Whits, 1 Officer of the Development Corporstion, who took me,
slomg with snother guest from Novs Sootls, Canede, to Junch st & moet delighth typically English imn. The
imm s ® wellpreserved remoant of the old Hurdow town of 4,000 perple: now the new development hae encirdled this
charming English hemlst.

Flardow in slmost » textbook comwanity fn concept, one which has beem written, lectured und sdvormied for the Jast
tweniy yeers by planners everywihers. As one sees i in veslity the effect o quite overwhelming. Hsriow & divided
fnte four residentisl guerives, esch comsist of seversl neighboriioods. Within esch =neighborh emmpmﬁg
s secondary schools, shopping cemier, medicsl centar, socinl center, church, pley field, restswrants, demes hall,
meeting hell or common rooms. smid, of sourss, an English pub. Main roads mun cutside the neighborhood, se that
the younyg children wallk sefely to thelr school which is alwsys located mesr the cesbes.

The central valley of the Harlow towm ity % developed imto 5 parkwey snd curried the mein trefiic to the town
center called The High, Heve uve shops of greater varisties, benis, scveral churches, sn Zaiory office building,
“I'he Puinted Lacy” public house snd restewrsnt, transporistion terminsls, magistrste’s cowrt, sod governments
affices. Am all-weather Conter with sn indoor ewirmming pool snd gymnssium hes just been completed nesr
" ﬁﬂ m;L sooter fisld, My. White wes delighted to peint out thet ms & vomocession to Americenizstion
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Two industrizl disricts were esiablished in Huviow, Doring the ssdy yesm, industries
stizacted to the New Towne by the svwlbifity of heosing &r thelr workers—al &
time whem hevsinyg sborisge wes et it sevevest in postowsr Englend. As thess factories

ol fmctory sites emsteded eailier expectnsions to the exient thaz the ezpens _'u‘m survey of
1962 eallled for m almost 100% increass in sses in Hedow's indusiricl districis.

Although indusivies Ere recrsited with mwck gusse, their asveptence by e New Towns
i weoy sslective, Hadiow prefers light but skillfel musviestvring ploss, In the presen:
indhustrial eress of slmost 300 scves, theve sve plonis for metsl rectifiers, metalivrgy, gluss-
snd research establishmenia. Few of Marlow's industries vwe their ezistoncs i their pros.
imity to London. The New Towns were estublished om the primciphe thet ther weme o

reduce the hesyy conventration of populetion sud industries i= the big uiliss; thershore,

they musl meintain es independent an sxiddence e possible,
The ssdnciive policies for industries, for popuistion, aud (ndeed, for nnd wss, for bowsing
emence of euoress of the Britieh Mew Towss
The New Tosme in Britsin sre crestions of Development Corpormtions—ques’ govemmes.
tal sgencies chestered >y the Parilement. The board of directors of the composation i
snawerabie to the Perfiameni end the Minister of Howsing. Brwnching from this policy.
waling hody sre the warking professhmale—the plunnsss, the architects, ths sconomists,
Gibherd, ssisted by o ol of srchilects wnd enginesrs.
rafign vather then cwming their boswes. This is perheps fo kesping with the trmdition
the British wags ewrmers, ss bomeowneabip threagh longterm moctgags fe not populer
tere &8 in the United Sistes Mowever, their vemd iz quite modest—for 5 two-bediom
the svermge chargs per month s 7 peunds 10 shillings for rent xnd 2 pounde
ID abillings for mis (oate i the peyment for sl corzuenwsity, medical, edyesitons], fre and
pofice setwices) ﬁdﬁgmﬁhm&&m@pm'mnm%niﬂm

te defray the actuel coet Capital i the New Towns sve fimone g
erimeni-aponeorsd [osrs, vacying fiom 3% interest per momum at the beginning to wbout
% now

Netaral guestions from Americavs in cbearving his of “soeinfized” would

de they bave is governing thelr own community sfsim . their schooia?” This & &
soxt of Brave New World in sractios; Big Brother decides to & lurge extent the fomm and
comtemts of the community e, 1 ealked to soveral poogle, sesiing « Mwoong e
was & secvetiry, pechaps twenty yesss old. She hes Bved in Blardiw for ten yeurs, & sip
Vwing mﬁgﬁﬂ Ilul mmwﬁﬁdu"nﬁ mu&m m&i:;
they yeermed for the bﬂsﬁﬁhiﬂ Londor, She was rather whe m these simange
than the nation xs & whole. Young pevpls ste adeptable 4o chamges: There are all types
of sporsoned wetivities if cae o imterested, mangieg from art clase o weight tmdsing, If
Harlow’s citimms eect ibeir town cvuncimer wie pedors the ueuel pollos snd weifsre
memity | policy weking is miristly the e Develogmnent Corpocation, Ome
must be remfnded, hewever, that wembem of the i of direct wet maning &
cmpany iwn, their sole intereet i for the peblic good.

Infant sad fumior schools ke locsied in each reighborhood. roughly the synbra-

. “Why, the headmaster of the school, of course™ A techulcal soliegs of 2,500

hus bese established in Hlakw. The intellects] smcspliess covtaisly b mot lacking,
(]
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ects comstructed in Englend since the secomd world war [ visited the Lomdon Cownty
Fihe Comells syckra st My oo WKM *‘.'mmu" ais of the
?mﬂ conducted = Boehamyp tmmn _ m member
Town and "_5"3 iy Amuh{imdimmrlm. wuch indebied to the
semisiwsoy of Mr. Wyndbam Thowmss aud bis seorsiary, Miss Amn C. Nethas,
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Neasby the old peopls’s howsing is « club room snd werden's house. The warden i
e retived RAF sgusdron leander. Mo wan busily planting flowers st the time we visied
bim wi the club house; inside there was u large of old laclies pﬂzyﬁmﬁg whgt
appeated o be & bingo geme. | promised to | % osg of my soapshet of them,
but gn elderly lady commented: “EM alwaye say thet, but they mever will.” There
sre other community fecilities provided in 3 & very fine Ybrery containin
20,000 volumes, three new primary schools, spe lergs secondary school, seve
nursery schools, three churches, one main and twe subsidiery sbopping centers oon-
winimg & tolal of 2B sioves plue s number of pubw

Hockampton shares & common feature with seversl other group bovsing derehopmenis
I have seen in Burope: sll hesting snd domestic waisr supply came fovm & osptml,
high wmpersture and pressure hesting slent for the entire development. Hot water
ig £npm underground o each buflding and through « convester to hesting radision
snd domessic ves. Ome cannot heip but obeerve the grest adventege of E:egmg el
utiiities wnderground in such opmente; the resul is  clean, parkli

setling,
vold of the umightly poles sad power lines.
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To prove thee E.mhrmpﬁmnmﬂmmﬁeﬂﬁmw fn Lomdom, I wemi o see the Churchill Geardens project
muusmm“mwummnmﬂﬁm ~mmumﬁﬁﬁ5m@'a.&&mwyumwﬁmm
of Lowdon. If Rochsmpion je profmse in ite naturs) uatqr snd distinctive im its careful siting of builldings, Charch-
mmﬁmwmm!‘fmm&mimmm excelient upkeep of & large gros -@#mdmmbmmﬂh@% densiy
ity Eprmns. Buillt ower s of oine years, beginning in 1946, Churchill Gerdens kas 1650 spartments,
hovsing = total of 6500 . Miost of the buildings im Chorchill Cardens sre 10- i 11-siory spartment blocks,
mﬁhmk@m spaced fn betwesn. Despits the Eﬁﬁﬂi denaity FWE{W@WMQ@N}
mwmml&ﬂmmfm @ihﬁ’a nnminngehmnw; l‘h-;m@ @&g@%&mm@ frasteposi-
to of the hagim mm'll [ H:mhnimp. the formation of conrs and MW Eﬂr the buiiclin f:?dm mbgmwm

oo ity fecilities, sfl mabe thie » most sgreeable § e live in the midst ﬂfa’g ﬂw

It ie ot valid in comument cn & nation’s housing witheot tosching o i netionsl chwwweter wnd living habis. The
urbem Britishers ars sccostvmed G renting mél% im city spertments. The new hovaing schemes in the New
Towns, in RWWW im Chorchill Gardens, ete. do mot depart vadically from their vsus habitst The tressition
is gradusl and heses eusier to bridge. The Britishers ars 5 grest peopls in living together with each othes. Their
sdmirsble public spirit ensbles them o maintsin their shared fncilities—the ballwiye, the cer pavies, the walks sod
the cmmmone all in maguificent form. Not only in the msterisi wey, bot the commsunity spivit is well served by their
iradition of respect fior order snd public well being. Ut is n their new hﬂmg%&m I believe, that ws have
semn ome of the brightest sides of post-war Byitein.

NEW TOWNS NEW TOWNS
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