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False Economy

Greyson Gill, TSA-AIA of Dallas, president of
the Texas Soclely of Archilects, peinfe out in an
impertont arfde n this lssve the falie sconomy
involved in the duplication or re-use of plons.

Well-meaning, but fechmically uninformsd,
boards and groups of cfizens. Mr. Gill peints ouf,
fwres from fims te Nims seized uvpon the idea thai
gavings can be achievad by the duplication or re-
wse of plon: ond specifications from whick sofis-
fectory boldings bove been construcied in the pas),
As & genaral mis, however, there are no savings
in such a precsdurs. Instead, serious losses often
materialize.
lowing: Duplicoted plans negleci improvemsdite in
planning: specicl problems of erisntafion, sis, and
foundetion; and better ond meors effective vse of
building meterials ond lechniques which are eon-
stonily being developed. nstead of sovings, ond ne
one can bloms @ school board for searching st
possible sconomise, duplicated plor® result in
bulidings which de noi suli the site on which they
are locoted, or the uses be which hey ars o be pul.
By neglecting thess importoni poinfy, sz well os
newsr and better planning, matericls, and teck-
migues, dupliczied plons leod fo falyve economy ond
e soricus lossee.

M. Gill cites @ resalution by the Wichite Section
of the Konsas Chopier, Americar institute of Archi-
techs, which surmmarizes the entire problem in dear
and meaningful languogs. He points out the powsr-
ful sxompls of public uiilitles, operated on the most
sconomical and buginess-like bosis, whish almes?
witheu? foil use snfirsly new designs and spec fica-
Hons for even simpie servies structures. In summary,
he shows thet duplication or re-use of plans i not
incts progress and the lessons leomed from ex-
parience.

We recommend Mr, Gill's thooghtful articls te
sveryons intsrasted in building, and in thess days,
tivat includes sviery cilizer ond taxpeays:.

The Aschitect and the Merchant Buider

The Builetin of the Chicoge Chopler, AlA, s ds-
voted this menth to the subject of the new reicfion-
ship between the architeci end the merchant
bruilder.

TENAS ABCRIVEET

The home builder has alweys been a mest im-
portant facier in the notion’s econamy. Becently,
the volume of home building, sspecislly by the
lorger merchant builders, hax been one of ithe prime
indieators of U.5. mconomic health.

The murchont builder has clweays neaded the

skill of the srehitect, and orchitects have long rec-

ognized the size of the pessible field for the vse of
their folent and sxperiencs ln Dullders’ bomss.
There hove alwoys besn bullders, of course, in
evary price ronge, who hove retained orchitechs
for many years. But archilects havs nof been viad
ot oll i the sxtent they should be, in the tremer-
dows home-building achivily since World War [
in 1952 the United §States Gypsum Company de-
cided o do semething aboul this problem. Thay ssf
up @ Research Village projsst, which would (1) seek
ool new design and construction ideas, particularly
for the merchant builder 12) creals new vses for
building moterials erd (3] craats mors livakility,
eomfort, safety, and vaive for the homeowner.

The Motional Asseciation of Home Bulldars, ang

digtinguished membars of the American Instituie of

Architeciz, including L. Morgon Yest, Kenllwertl,
W.; John W. Root, Chicage; and Richord Bennett,
also of Chicage; oll Fellews of the AlA, cooperated
in imporiost phases of this project.

One of the msulls was the selection of siz archi-
tects by the members of the AlA advisery panel
named above, Each of thesa orchitects came from
ditferent climafic areas of the U.5., and the NAHB
assigned a merchant builder “team mals” e work
with sach desigring architect in an advisery capa-
&y, Ameng the orchilects selected was O'Mell
Ford, TSA-41A of San Antenie, with Fronk Reberf-
son of Sen Antonlo os bis “tecm mate" builder.

M, Ford and Mr, Roberison, and the other five
teams, hove produced homes which are o greal

cradit ta both the orchitectural profession, the

MNAHE, AlS, and merchont builders svermwhere. in
s¢ doing, they heve peinted the way for clossr
cooperalios between the crehifect ond the mer-
chant bullder, for the benefit of the prospeciive
hemecwners and John Q. Chizen in gensrck.

The U.S. Gypsum Company is fo bs congratu-
loted on on sxcellsnt project which should help
everyone concsrmed in the tremendoue indugiry of
hame-building, induding architsets, bullders, manu-
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