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41 ¢~ Austin’s  famed  Millett Opera
16 Houss, constructed in 1878, wit-

nessed all of the social events of
v capitol city o the move. Inaugurations,
political conventions and legislative ses-
sions as well » entertainment varying
from the famous Strakosk Opera Com-
pany to Hamlet starring Edwin Booth to
traveling minstrel shows and local ama-
teur productions used the building. When
the building was threatened with de-
struction in 1956 the Maverick Clark
Stationery and Office Supply Company
obtained a lease and set up a branch of-
fice in = attempt to save the historic
building.
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ROOFING 3ETWEEN BUILDINGS

Adrainistrators often walt until the prospect of &
new school is in view befere introducing new wp-
proaches o eduestion wmmmamm
design. But this delsy iz wans ry sines jnsmo-
wﬁmsmhhmmmtadhwymﬁaﬁuw
sxpenaion program, no matter kow modest in

When sn semantsry school in Dunesnvills, Texss,
needed to be enlarged, the sdministration wished
to combine temm tesching with open plemning.

This called for & new building to house the equive-
lemt of 1€ clsssrocme in ome singls space: The
architect locsted the boilding o ome side of the
tween them to form & large room for dining snd
activities: With doors opemimg omio an eniry

ppurs, the room i mocessible to the communily
without peasing through the school building: As
soon s& this sestion s completed, the oid cafeteris
will be somverted to teaching speces, [n addition,
the school's administretive offisss were moders-

tzed, snd & group of clessrooms changed into an

open sres shared by the entive first gprads. Ax
ciher wing fs sleted o e modernissd, wnd, Hie
ell the surrent remodeling and sdditions, it will

be gfr conditioned:
_ Untt
Remodeling 10,187 aq % § 60,000 § 5392
Addities 22764 2E7.88¢ 1138
Bite work &
Demoition 7,000
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EXISTING WALLS REMOVED

NEW BUILDING

EXISTING BUILDING






house was nsed for ineug

MILLETT

TEXAS HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURE

Essirple from an ey by 3. Lyun MaDoneld, Uklvaniny of Texas

Durimg the iats mm, wide the cuplial building
was under constustion, the fisst tmporiant the
nﬂr%élwﬁnmhﬂﬁtaym&mm
Anl Blrest (mow $th Bireet), between Congreun
Avenne snd Brawos Street, whers bis Jumberyerd
then exieted. This wes the beglanlig o » new ara
which brouglht with & & thestrics] culbure whish
Austin had never yot experienced.

mmmummgm&;m

he ‘was ctie 0 the wealthlat and most infinentisl
men in amammmmmm

im the luwibsr aad consbrostion bosipess, end it is
sngpacied, iiboough wtmmﬂm thet Millets
might kave been an srehitectursl designer, snd
the opera house may have beem his crestivn, Om
the cormer of Ash snd Brszos Millett had built his
tihres elory mension, snd leter sdded smothe. por
i 20 12, which £illed the spece bebwsasn iz home

I 1978, tive yesrs before ths Univeraity of Tazas
wium sodl tam yesrs hefore ths stats
cspital was compwied, the Millstt Opers House
g mmtdmﬁng the pubiie. The tomstmuetion
consigiad of two foot hick, lped Desring, iitwe-
stone walls, and completsly spermed by massive
timber trusses which supported s gambrel roof.

wrentenl clear-spammed spece im Texae st that
il

In the eightesn yeurs following it construch

mmmﬁmmmmm
in msny varying phases of Ausiin's needs basides
thestrical enbertainrment. ‘Untﬁl im the m

mﬁmmwmmmammm-
ernment. Besides being used for importest balla
and other socdsl sstivities, yor could pay & nickel
to go molley aksting iz ths auditorivm when the
summer hest was tor unbesreble for othar nses.
&Mt&amhﬂmmmﬂmm
of Aunstln. The entertzinment weries from the
femons Birakosk Opera Compsny snd Eamles,
mmmm mmmmmmm

Im 1896, when the opers houss was ssld te Jolw
Thillips, ite steturs sowly ssnk, and in 1888 when
the Blancock Opers House spamed, its glorious ers
anded, Im 1567, thswindawxmtﬁﬁmmdlﬁwy
facade were owered wnd squared. & third foor
was sdded fn mm.tmrﬂmﬁmhuimu
living guerters for the Phillips femily, wsd e
belcony was ripped out, and bearded cver as foor-
ing for & dence hall. The main Tloor was & full
e Foller skating rink

Whien the Knighte of Colombue bought the build-
jng im 1811, the first floor was & funk hesp, end
the rast of the building Yo lttle bettes shape. This
fraternal lodge spent $15,000 % add & new fsesds

The ledge maintained ownership untl 1328, when
the Vam Bouakmm-&‘m Printing Company e
qmiuu 'Eheehmwhicl'theym

mme&f%&aw&n@mﬂztﬁa
TRAT.

T!mmtmiﬁthgmm Board,
but whes the bullding waa threstensd v :
ebruction (n 1968, the mmmm Station
wnd Office Sopply Compeny obfsined « m
{wehich will axplve iz 19807 in sn stbampt o save
the old building. To the fese of the bulding they
sdded s wrought fron sef pefteroed deccestion
sbout afl of the four origing grosnd fleor open-
lngs, Then they frensformed the door to the slairs
into u showcase, snd turned the eials, cutting sm
opsning through the wail towsrds the »eisil ares
o5 the ground floor. The new staire are u short
flight, consistisg of fve steps, snd leading to sn
eight by slght isnding whers = graphis snd His-
torics! display of the old builiing is set up. Here,
the history of the Millett Opers House ends, bub
WMMﬂmwM&mﬁ
partion of the historice) signiticance

ing hes been presaryesd,

ments ware used ‘o w strocturslly lloglesl form.
First of all, thers sare no end colmmns or pilasiers
on the oulakirts of the facade, so the sntableture

vy
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reade s being cantilvvered from the two cemtrel
pilzsters. Gecondly, the pediment shoold projest
outwardly inte & central block, or slse sover the
entire entabistors im order te be srehsologieslly
porvert. Also, although thers iz s belsomy shovs,
the cenirxl pilsster on the first foor augpests
that 1% s supporiing & woid on the secomd fiver,
wirich is the doeor operdng ot the baleomy. And
lsst of o, the sntableturs projecis out where (he
pilesters mest i, snd woks xe though % le & sep
ond capifsl, sithough theve ia nothing for € 4o
support, I wrn gee logical ressome why ths ?ﬂ&
signar might have done sl these thinges, kot T

Blon e that with & llite more careful ,».mmus.
nems of these sitostions would hismve occmrred.

2f the things | particulsely enjoywd ir te hllid-
fimg; m faw ramsin The fret fing £ m,;mfmr%
wea the megnificents of the wood tarying in ths
entablatures snd pendiment This kigh =ity of
ernfiamanssip seeme pnususl Jor ths bhesiesly
pripnifive [architectorally) ere in whidh & was
bt Secandly, ! anjoyed wandering theoigh the
triies stroetams in the roof, becausa in their own
wey, they were very besotiful.

As far g0 the sctusl style of the vpers house ls
soneeemied, I cannol sceaph the lsbel “Texas Siyls™

AR, 1976

TYPICAL TRUSS & PORTION OF

ROOF FRAMAING SYSTEM

witich one suthor gave it, for exsapt for the con-
siructicn materials nsed which were abundszt to
this part of the srumtry, all of the detall was b
rowsd from styles slready [n exiztoncse Millett
might met have needed o ba familise with any-
thing that he s0id not find in Tewez to Jdeaign
thls building. Frst of )l we will songldar the ws-
izting srchitectural works in Austin. There wes
the Fremch Legation which had sqguare columse in
ite porther which resemble the double pilusters on
file sesond fner of the facacs, Thers wes glac the
Gevernar'e Mansion which was Greek Rewlvsl,
and ite erchitect was from outside of Temas, If
Abmer Cook was 'n Austin, Millstt whe wes s
hullder, mey have had discussions with hiz shout
nisrhairn travids or svan revalved bosks or grayhic
imformetion through kim. As: we have already
mentioned, the Spamislh influence wss closs &b
hend. The redivoad soud heve payed sn impoytans
factor, bezzuse Calveston snd Housion, probukiy
pessesnal poms of the linest svehitsetore In Teras
at thet fime, snd were now sxay (o resdn.

In 1988 the Millett Opers House was dedicated as
& Tawes Landmesrk, snd thes t wonld seem thet il
preservelion i gusrertess snd can mfleet the sul
tursl snd historicsl significancs whish fs our herd-
tape, @ Lagwnk by B, Cealeary



| Outstanding roof deck.
' Handsome cei
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Monarch ¥¢ Marshall creates an escape from
earth-bound ideas . . «

adaptations of moon texture

Moon Glow

and colors captured in
down-to-earth wall tile

“:‘v_.

Moon Moss

Moon Mist

-k

Count on Monarch % Marshall to come up
with new brilliance in glazed ceramic wall
tile.

The Lunar Series sparks endless creative and
imaginative possibilities for architects and

builders.

A soft, rippled texture is inspired by the lunar
surface itself. And the four colors blend
beautifully with other color harmonies.

Moon Stone

Discard commonplace earth-bound traditions.
Achieve dramatic new creativity with Lunar
glazed ceramic tile. 44" X 4%".

5’7 IMMEDIATE SHIPMENTS Y7

W YtMarshall

MONARCH TILE MANUFACTURING, INC., MARSHALL TILES, INC,,
All correspondence to Box 2041, San Angelo, Texas 76901.
A

I Members of Tile C il of America and Producers Council @

.
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MID-STATES STEEL and WIRE Sherman. Texas

Division of Keystone Consolidated Industries, Inc







