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TO HELP CITIES HELP THEMSELVES 

President Eisenhower's advisory committee on housing, in a recent re

port, has recommended a system of incentives under which the greatest 

amount of Federal assistance would be given to cities "showing the highest 

level of performance in a positive overall attack on urban decay ." 

Under this policy, help in the form of Federal loans and grants will be 

available to those cities which come forward with a workable plan, not only 

for slum clearance and rehabilitation, but preferably for a comprehensive 

program which "stretches across the whole spread of urban blight from the 

earliest symptoms to the last stages of decay." 

The committee report, actually made by a subcommittee on urban re

development, offers a stimulating challenge to many of our Texas cities 

which have either (I) blighted areas requiring demolition and rebuilding 

(2) areas partly down the economic scale which need rehabilitation or 

(3) areas showing the first signs of deterioration. 

Urban revitalization is obviously a key factor in continued progress, 

which keeps and expands the volume of existing businesses, wage earners and 

payrolls, while attracting the incoming enterprises and new citizens who are 

the lifeblood of growth. For this reason, money and time invested in either 

rebuilding, rehabilitation, or the protection of an area against deterioration, 

comes back to the spender just as the Biblical bread cast upon the waters. 

And almost without exception, the return is far more than the original amount 

invested . 

There is wisdom in a philosophy based on helping those who help them

selves, and the policy set up by the President's advisory committee seems 

to be a sound one generally approved by those who are concerned with 

national housing and urban development problems. It will be interesting to 

see which of our Texas cities are among the first to submit a workable pro

gram that meets the standards set up by the committee . Communities that 

do so should win the applause of their own citizens, and of Texans in general, 

because they will be exhibiting initiative, leadership, and sound planning 

for the future. 
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TSA Member Heads Tour of West Germany 
Arth ur Fehr of Aust in, TSA-AIA, 
Leader of Arch itect Team Which Found 
Prosperous Germans Rebu ilding For Peace 

By Arthur Fehr of Fehr b Granger, Austin , TSA-AIA 

In June, 1953, the German Foreign 
Office invited eight American Architects 
to a four weeks' study tour of the Fed
eral Republic of Germany and West 
Berlin . The Architects were selected 
through the American Institute of Archi
tects . It was my good fortune to repre
sent the Texas Region AIA and also to 
act as the leader of the team. Our group 
flew from New York by "Strato" Clipper 
to Rhein-Main Airport, Frankfurt . 

A very carefully planned program was 
set up by the West German government 
and architectural and city planning 
groups . Bonn, Koln, Dusseldorf, Essen, 
Hannover, Berlin (west and east), Ham
burg, Munchen, Garmisch-Partenkirken, 
Stuttgart, and Frankfurt, were visited 
with side trips to Kaiserwerth, Bochum, 
Marl, Ulm, Hildesheim, Duisburg and 
smaller communities . This tour enabled 
us to see conditions in the new Germany 
generally, and acquainted us with their 
developments in the field of architecture 
and city planning . 

Reconstruction A "Near-Miracle " 

The reconstruction of war - torn Ger
many borders on being a miracle. It 
could only come true with a people 
whose mettle could withstand the most 
strenuous test . 

Our group was given an extraordinary 
welcome everywhere in Germany . The 
Germans were most grateful for the 
American aid, and with their present 
prosperity 1t appears that they can con
tinue their rebuilding without further 
help from the U. S. A. 
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Germany has a wealth of planners, 
city, regional and architectural, and they 
in teams are producing some outstanding 
solutions. 

Blending of Old and New 

The opening up of congested blocks 
by giving the living spaces more light , 
air, and green areas is usually very well 
handled The density of land use is near 
the ideal as set by our standards In city 
after city visited , it was impressive to 
see how each group of planners solve 
their problem by making the very most 
of its past and bringing out a freshness 
in the new to keep a solid tie with his
torical background. 

Building techniques are not too varied 
from American methods except where we 
think in diverting every possible task to 
the machine, the German wrth a great 
amount of available labor has not turned 
as much to mechanization . Then too, 
tradition often controls design 

Streets Limited to Foot Traffic 

What impressed me most? The Ger
mans' desire to build well. The Germans' 
abrlity to save and to fight waste In Ber
lin where building materials were very 
scarce, the piles of debris being changed 
into sports arenas, parks , and swimming 
pools astonished me. In Hannover and 
in Stuttgart the closing of narrow streets 
to everything but foot traffrc and as a 
result producing an excellent downtown 
shopping center amazed me . In Bochum 
the consolidation of railroad facilities into 
one very fine union station In a new 
location with good circulation proved ex-

(Continued on Page 121 



Casey Clinic at San Benito 
The Casey Clinic at San Benito, designed for Or. James 0. Casey by Cocke, Bowman & 

York, TSA-AIA of Harlingen, won an award of merit for the Rio Gronde Valley architectural 
firm in the "Texas Architeetur-1953 " competition. 

1953-54 TEXAS ARCHITECT ADVERTISING A WARDS SET 

The Publication Board of the TEXAS 
ARCHITECT, in recognition of the in
increasingly excellent layout, art work, 
photography and typography seen in ad
vertisements prepared for this magazine , 
has inaugurated the annual TEXAS 
ARCHITECT advertising awards. 

Under a plan being announced Feb
ruary I 5, a competition is to be held 
each quarter, beginning October I, 1953, 
to determine the most attractive adver
tisement in terms of overall appearance 
which has been published in TA for the 
past three months. A suitable award will 
th en be made by the Publication Board 
to both the advertiser and the adver
tising agency which prepared the prize
winning entry. 
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Grand Award At Convention 

Between September 30, 1954, and the 
annual convention of the TSA, scheduled 
for Fort Worth next November 3-5, all 
four quarterly winner s are to be rejudged 
as I 953-54 finalists. One advertisement 
will then be selected as the grand award 
winner, and a plaque will be awarded the 
winning advertiser and agency during the 
convention. 

Judges are to include well-known ad
vertising officials from over the state, 
and representatives of the TSA. The first 
quarterly awards in the new competition, 
based up0n advertisements appearing in 
TA during the last three months of 1953, 
will be announced in March. 



A 

CONTEMPORARY ROOF OF 

LUDOWICI TILE 

Beauty against the 
skyline in color tex
ture and form .•. yet 
modern in treatment. 

This residence in 

Dallas distinguishes • 
style. Owner: E. P. 
Lamberth - Arc:hit,c:t: 
George Merbl-Tile: 

Colonial Shingle, 
Buff. 

LUDOWICI-CELADON CO. of Chicago 
J . M. Clifford , Repr ese ntativ e e 4801 Lemmon Ave . e Dallas 9, Texas 
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DEADLINE APPROACHING ON TEXAS ARCHITECTS WEEK 

Texas architects week is less than two months away. 
Only three chapters have formally organized for a TAW 
project, according to reports received in the TEXAS 
ARCHITECT office. These chapters are Dallas, under the 
chairmanship of Jack Corgan; Central Texas, under 
R. Max Brooks; and San Antonio, under Cerf Ross. 

Other chapters have TAW projects under active consider
ation, and the si tuatior, nay not be to serious in a 
number of chapters such as Houston where there is real 
interest and work on TAW, but. those in charge simply 
have not made a final decision on proje ts. Also, 
there are probably by this time a number of the other 
eight chapters have activity well under way, which has 
not yet been reported. 

We understand that, in so far as possible, chapters 
should cooperate with local public sch ool of fi cials 
in a joint observance tied in with the centenary of 
Texas Public Schools, as the basic theme for TAW. 
Other excellent projects such as those honoring a local 
craftsman, or helping in an ethical manner with com
munity service building projects are being considered. 

Stress is again placed on the importance of 
(1) choosing a good TAW project or projects now, 
(2) organizing for effective Chapter activity 
(3) Keeping Don Nelson Your state chainman and your 
headquarters staff )200 Bissonnet, Houston informed 
of your progress. We must have this information as soon 
as possible so our TSA public relations counsel will 
know the plans in every part of the state. Statewide 
stories are scheduled to start going out on TAW within 
the next three weeks and this information in essential. 

TA-NL-1 



,Write Pat N ch lson, TSA publ'c relat ~ns C'unsel 
of y)ur Chapter's plans immediately. 

Among the TAW projects reported and underway, 
Dallas, Central Texas and San Antonio have chosen 
activities whlch will emphasize community service, 
and San Antonio particularly has a wide range of 
activity represented in the program outlined at a 
February 4 meeting there. 

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HARD AT WORK: 

John a. Flowers, Jr., th~ newly appointed TSA 
Executive Director, is located temporarily at 
1200 Blssonnet, in Houston, with telephone 
number KEystone 4942. John 1s hard at work 
concentrating upon the imme'l at~ task of build-
1ng advertising for the TA, which must be ac
complished for the publ ic ation to reach a mini
mum of 32-48 pages per month as soon as possible. 
He expects to ask for and receive much local 
chapter aid with TA. Chapter officials and 
members are urged to give all possible cooper a
ti on. 

The new director will attend the February 9 
Monthly meeting of the H, ust on Chapter, at which 
time he will out line the immediate ob ectives of 
this new office. 

TA HAS EDITORIAL/ ADVERTISING BALANCE: 

OCULUS, the New Yor k Chapter publicat ion notes 
that architectural publicati ons are getting 
th i cker and heavier, with the average ratio about 
3-1 f )r advertising over edit or ial matter. TA 
operates on a basis of 50-50 maximum ratio, plus 
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The Newsletter for members, and we are using this as 
an effective selling point in discussions with adver -

Another extremely important point which members should 
help with on prospective advertisers is this: TA goes 
to apprr.ximatelv 9200 readers who include City, County 
and State officials, school board members, County Judges 
and other leadinr citizens who constitute one of the 
best p?sslble audiences. 

CHAPTER AUXILIARY AT HOUSTON; 

The wives of Houst0n Chapter me~bers have organized 
an auxiliary with Mrs. Birdsall Briscoi as president. 
Other officers are Mrs. Herbert Cowell, Mrs. Albert 
Golemon and Mrs. Eui:-ene Werlein. vice presidents; 
Mrs. \'. Paul Jones and rlrs. Allen Heidbreder, as 
secretaries; Mrs. Theo. Keller, treasurer; Mrs. Woodrow 
Alexander, historian; and Mrs. Harry D. Payne, parl1-
:nentar1an. 

SAN ANTONIO PUBLICATION: 

'I'he new San Antonlo Chapter Newsletter continues 
to appear on schedule in its attractive format. The 
current issue reflects the great amount of work and 
thought being given both to a year-round public re 
lations pro1·r1..m ::nd to TA'/ projects. He are some
what pazzle1 by some of the references on the final 
page to a chapter entertainment, out presume these 
are for in1,e1pretation at the local level anu. that 
the publication is distributed primarily to members 
onlv. 

AGC MAILS OUT BIDDING PROCEDURE GUIDE: 

The Houston Chapter AGC, has mailed out to all 
(cont 11) 
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~204,457,000, ,rr 23~ fr 0m a c Jrr espond i ng perl od 
) f 1 52 . I sh-:>uld be mted, howeve: , that 
Houst~n contract ~rs went through a 67-day str i ke 
dur ng the perio d lnd·c a ted . 

HELIPORT DESIGNS: 

With a few hel"p'jrts appear lng ln th e larger 
cities vf the s t ate, : ~s lnt eres tin~ to n,t e 
that the In t ernatl onal Air Transport Assocl a-
ti n. M ntreal. "uebec, Cana fa as p11bl1s1-,e • a 
1ew bJ>k n Helir,oter des gn an1 pr oblems whlch 
1nclu es a sec loa r heliport requirements . In
clue 1 s ·nr r:1a ti. n n min mum dist ance , take -

ff a~1 lan nc are a require~en~s; ranp space and 
park ng: c st an strength consi.deratL,n; r ft,p 
~el p rt c nstruct' n: 1bs uction pr)f le re-
qu reme"lts etc. 

1'he b ~ :s available ~hr ur-h the IATA Technical 
Secre a rl at. rn~ern a t• nal Aviat i,n Building. 

RECENT MEI!.,,. HTGS: 

S me recent meetl n,s reported t1 TA and TANL, i n
cluding those n t Lnclu ded ln Januar y TA News
l e tt e r because re port1nr: the Janua ry board f.illed 
virtu all y all availa ble space. 

SOUTHEAST CHAPTER: 

AIA dir ec tor Edwar d L. Wilson presented the Chap
t er Charter. and sp oke on national oroblems and 
the vertical committee s tru c ture of 'TA , Albert 
Goleman sp oke on TSA, TAW, and tie -i ns with the 
ce ntenni al of Texas Sta te Ejucation. 
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DALLAS CHAPTER: 

w. C. Br andes , tr aff ic engi neer for Dal las County,spoke 
on "Traffic -- With Emphas i s on Building s and Building 
Site s As Traff i c Genera tor s ". Hal Moseley, 1954 Pro 
gram Chairman, was in charge. 

SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER: 

Recent meetings, including a called session or January 
14 and the meeting on February 4, have been devoted to 
consideration and discussion of TAW and year-long public 
rel a t1on ac ti vi ties. 

BRAZOS CHAPTER: 

Arthur Fehr or Austin spoke on his trip to Western 
Germany, illustrating his remarks with color slides. 

WEST TEXAS CHAPTER: 

AIA director Edward L. Wilson spoke on the history, 
accomplishments, and aims of the AIA after the pre
sentation of the Chapter Charter. He outlined 
committee work and stressed the importance of the 
current national public relations program. A f'lm 

n new concrete construction methods was shown by 
P0rtland Cement Assoc1at1on. 

Chapter secretarles are reminded that reports of 
all meetings shJuld be malled to 1200 Bissonnet, im
med ately after each session. If your supply of 
m1meJgraphed quick report forms ls depleted, please 
request mire and a supply will be sent or prepare 
your own forms. 

TA- NL-7 



NEW FEATURES FOR TA NEWSLETTER 

A new service for 
FILL THIS SPACE the profession in 

Texas has been re-
WITH YOUR AD cently suggested by 

Cerf Ross, PR Chair
and by others previously. "Situations Open II and 
"Situations Wanted" for draftsmen, Delineators. 
specification writers, architects, engineers, etc. 
can now be advertisPd in the TA NEWSLETTER. F~r a 
mere $5.00 per insertion you can advertise for 
the additional help you need or for a position 
wanted. Six lines of type approximately 26 char
acters wide can open up new opportunities for you. 
Additional lines 80 cents each. Reach all Texas 
Architects (Over 700) for this small sum. 

For anyone wishing to place an unsigned ad in the 
TA NEWSLF:rTER replys will be forwarded by the Man 
aging Editor immediately. Unsigned ads will be held 
confidential. 

TAX RULING: 

A recent issue of the New Orleans Chapter BULLETIN 
carries an interestinp; article by a New Orleans CPP 
which points out changes in Federal polich on inad
equate records of entertainment and travel expense. 
Internal Revenue Bureau is now stressing need of 
systematic records, and points out that Code reou1res 
such records rather than check stubs and informal 
notations alone. Your Editor recommends the Insti
tutet STANDARDIZED ACCOUNTING for this purpose. There 
is plenty of time to start with 1954. 

TA-NL-8 



Clarence B. Opperman 

Clay Products Group 
Opens Houston Office 
Under Clifford Staton 

The Clay Product s Association of the 
Southwest, a non-profit educa tional or
ganization sponsored by Texas and Okla
homa manufacturers of brick and tile , has 
opened a Houston office at 6702 Peer
less Street . The office is under the di
rection of Clifford Staton , an archi tec
tural graduate of Texas A. & M . 

75-Year-Old 
El Paso Architect 
Still Going Strong 

Clarence B. Opperman , 75-year-old 
architect associated with the firm of 
Carroll & Daeuble , TSA-AIA , in El Paso, 
is still going strong after 60 years in 
his chosen profession . 

Born New Year 's Day of 1879 in 
South Orange , N. J ., Mr. Opperman is 
a registered architect in California , and 
has worked in the architectural field in 
every part of the nation since he took 
his first job in 1893 with the St. Louis 
firm of Eames & Young . 

60-Year Caree r 
His career includes 25 years with 

Eames & Young , during which he be
came chief draftsman ; World War I 
work as associate superintendent of con 
struction at Fort Sill, Okla ., 20 years 
with the firm of Allison & Allison in Los 
Angeles , during which he helped plan 
several principal buildings on the UCLA 
campus ; World War 11 designing at the 
Green River, Ill. Ordnance Center; and 
work in Knoxville, Tenn . and Kalamazoo , 
Mich . since 1946 . 

Mr. Opperman came to El Paso late 
in 1952 . His prescription for life past 
75: "Keep busy ." 

It's a Lucke leak-Proof 
Bathtub Hanger 

It DOES stop LHb 
It DOES stop Cracks 
It DOES stop &pens• 
It DOES Overcome Spotty or Solled 
ceilin9s 

Gutranteed Leak -Proof for Life of Building 
Specify LUCKE for Permanence. 

Write for /nlormotion 

WILLIAM B. LUCKE, INC. 
P. 0. Box 177 Wilmette, Illinois 
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New Products 
A Chicago firm 1s now using terra cotta 

as an exterio r material for modern homes 
in suburban developments 

The Martin-Senour Paint Company , 
2520 Quarry Street, Chicago, Ill., has a 
new 45-minute film "Color Comes of 
Age" showing how color may be used to 
influence emo t ions, moods, work habit~, 
and even appe t ite Appearing in the film 

are Richard J . Neutra, well-known Lo• 

Angeles architect who wa~ a featured 

speaker at the 1952 TSA convention, a 

group of industrial, fabric, and interior 

designers, and the editors of three na

tional home magazines. The film may be 

A new four-page folder describing 
a complete line of hard and soft wood 
plywoo:l panels m3y be obtained free 
from Atlas Plywood Corporation , Panel 
Division, Statler Building , Boston 16, 
Mass . 

The General Industrial Company, 5738 
North Elston, Ch cago 30, I II 1s produc
ing a complete line of "See- Thru" plas tic 
drawer cabine ts for storing small articles 
in offices, schools , factories, or the home . 
The cabinets range in c;ize from eight to 
1 28 drawers of varying depth and leng th . 

Steel bathtubs have b:en experiment
.illy sound-treated and insulated with a 
coating of cement and verm1cul1te It 1s 
claimed that treatment kills the hollow 

obtained for showings by interested "ring" of rolled steel bathtubs and gives 
groups . them the more solid sound of cast steel. 

~Lamour 
~ouch 

207 Norlh Main Slreet, Houston, Texas 

-
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SLIDING 
PANELS 

NOTE0 FOIi · 

• Anodized Aluminum 
• Over-head T rock 
• Weolher-prooflng 
• Beouly and 

Ourobl:ity 
• Proper Engineering 
• Mulliplidty of Use 

by mohu ol 
Gullsproy 

SHOWER 
ENCLOSUIIES 



IT'S HERE TODAY AND HERE TOMORROW 
THAT 'S WHY 

GOOD PAVING 
_ COSTS LESS - IT LASTS LONGER 

ASPHALT • CONCRETE 

~ . ~ =·~~ =---.::::::::=---.. 
Indu strial 

Reside nt ial 

Street 

Estimates 
Without Charge 

~ [OOUtJJ~aum~ ©91 
DALLAS • FORT WORTH • NEW ORLEANS 

WEBSTER & JAN ITROL 
WEBSTER ENGINEERING CO. SURFACE COMBUSTION CORP. 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA TOLEDO, OHIO 

Gas and Oil Heating 
Burners and and Air 
Combustion Conditioning 

Controls Equipment 

Represented in the Northern Half ofTexas by 

CATLETT ENGINEERS, INC. 
MANUFACTURER ' S AGENT 

9020 Garland Road, Dallas, Texas FA-2683 

9 



ftlW•I 

u 
INYL TILE DIVISION 

RU 8 8 ER AND V . rubber tile floor· 
t d norne 1n 

The oldesl, most-respec e ther quality flooring . . 
. w brings you ono ang, no 
WRIGHT VINYL TILE . . . 1h non-p0rous, non· 

· ·th o sm00 • f 
o thermo-set ploshc w1. hope ond color in sp11e o 

keeps ils s 
slip surface · · · 
temperature changes. 

REINFORCED PLASTICS DIVISION 
New, lightweight building materials: 
STU RDA LITE - shatterproof, translucent, multipurpose 
structural panels permit unlimited daylighting, dynamic 
decoration, ot low cost. 
VERSA TEX- roofing ond siding material that never 
needs pointing! 
VERSARITE - superior chalkboard material for school
room or nursery; won 't become mottled and never needs 
costly refinishing. 

MOLDING DIVISION 
CUSTOM d finished items for 
Plastic ond rubber ports on 
commerce ond industry. 

NT MANUPACTURIN8 CO 
560I Post Oak load • Howton 5 ,. • 

Wr'-ht R b ' ,exa, 
._ u ber Tile - Wrieht Vi I TII 

Sturdatite - Yenatex v"Y • 
- enarite .,,. 



FURNITURE 
INFORMATION 

INTERIOR 
LAYOUTS 

GRAPHIC 
PRESENTATION 

CLIENT 

SHOWROOM 

DESIGN 
DEPARTMENT 
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Austin To Be Site 
For Project to Test 
Air Conditioning Units 

Austin's selection as the site of an 
air conditioning experimental village was 
announced recently by the Austin Asso
ciation of Home Builders. 

Plans for the village, at a site to be 
determined, will be developed by offi
cers and directors of the Association. 
Construction will begin early in 1954. 
Approximately 14 homes will be built of 
about the same dimensions and con
struction . 

The Austin project is claimed to be 
the first in which families actually will 
live in the houses during the evaluation 
of different air conditioning units . Prev
iously, control projects were set up and 
the house closed up. Instruments were 
used for test purposes. 

One of Several Test Projects 
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The Capitol City village will be one 
of several established next year through
out the country by air conditioning unit 
manufacturers. 

The FHA and Veterans Administration, 
it has been said, have been reluctant to 
approve air conditioning in medium and 
low-priced homes because a satisfactory 
cost factor has not been determined. It is 
felt by the National Home Builders As
soc1at1on that field tests such as the 
Austin project will give an accurate basis 
for determining what size conditioner to 
use for different types of construction, 
and what the cost of operating such con
ditioners will be under actual living con
ditions. 

Select ion in New York 
Major manufacturers of air condition

ers have expressed a des, re for the tests, 
and more than 100 building material 
dealers are anxious for their products to 
be used in the village. 

Selection of Austin for the first project 
came at an air cond1t1oning meeting in 
New York. 
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for Roofing -

4 Shades of Green 
Now So Popul ar 
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orders fo r one or more 
colors immediatel y. 
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W EST GERMAN Y-
IContinued from Page 4) 

ceedingly interesting . Everywhere the 
use of flowers on exteriors of bu1ld1ng 
and landscaped areas pleased me . Plant 
life brought into the building showed a 
real sense of producing a living archi
tecture. 
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The orderly manner in which refugees 
from the East are received and processed 
in Berlin again brings out a f,ne German 
characteristic . The people of West Ger
many are pressed for l1v1ng space, jobs, 
and materials , but they are finding a way 
to absorb these folk and to place them 
in constructive jobs. Over ten m1ll1on 
such persons have been placed 1n the 
West since the end of 1he war. 

In my opinion, this rec,procal exchange 
of ideas is good and I hope tha1 other 
AIA teams will visit Germany and that 
I will have the pleasure of greeting rep
resentatives of Germany in Texas . 
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