


Official Publicnion Of 

THE TfXAS SOCIID OF AJtCHJT[CTS 

n.e Teres Regional Orgenitetion of 
n.e Americen Institute of Architects 

James D. Pfluger, AlA Editor 

Don Edward Legge, AlA 
Manegin9 Editor 

904 Pcmy·Brooh Building, Austin, Te•u 

Published monthly by the h•u Society of 
Architects in Austin. Subscription price, 
n.oo per year, in advance Copyrighted 1951 
by the T.S.A., and title registretion • pplied 
for with the U.S. Patent Office. 

Editorial contributions, correspondence, and 
advertising Invited by the Editor. Due to the 
nature of tho publication, editorial contribu· 
lions ca11not be purchased. Publisher gives 
pormlnlon for reproduction of ell or part of 
editorial material herein, end roquesh pub· 
lication credit be given THE TEXAS ARCH!. 
TECT, end author of material when lndi· 
ceted. Publications which normally pay for 
editonal materiel are requested to give con· 
aideration to the author of reproduced by· 
J,,..,cf feature matenal 

Appeerencn of names end pictures of pro
ducts end services in either editorel copy 
or ad•ertising does not constitute en on· 
dorsement of same by either the Teras 
So~iety of A•rhitech or the American In· 
stihrte of Architects. 

TEXAS ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION 

904 Perry.Brooh Building, Austin, Teras 

TSA OFFICERS FOR 1970 

Douglas E. Steinman, Jr., Beaumont President 
Thomes A. Bullocl, Houston President 

Elect 
Clinton McCombs, El Peso 
Pet Y. Spillman, Dallas 
Alan Taniguchi, Austin 

Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 

Jay Ba·nes, Austi11 
Do0niel Boone, Abilene 

Secretary·T reesuror 
Re9ionel Director 

Pest President Ho'werd R. Barr, Austin 
Rogoneld Roberts, Sa11 Anton1o Preside11t 

TAF 
Erocutive 
Director 

TSA DIRECTORS FOR 1970 

Richerd Buurd Abilene Chapter 
Frod W. Day 
W. R. ( Dede) Matthews 

Austin Che pier 
Breros Chepttr 
Chrilti Chapter 
Delles Chapter 

John M. Ol1on Corpus 
Herold Bor 
David E. Hillos 
Robert Chembors 
Preston M. Bolton 
MArvin L Boland, Jr. 

El Peso Chapter 
Fort Worth Chapter 

Houston Chapter 
lower Rio Grandt 

Vel!ey Chapter 
Lubbod Chapter 

Northeast Teres Chepltr 
San Antonio Chapter 

Southust Chapter 
Te•as Panhandle Chapter 

Wuo Ch1pter 
Wed Teru Chapter 

- Wichita Fells Chapter 

Atmar l . Allinson 
Ann Bintliff 
Vernon Helmh 
Ch1rle1 Bulloc\ 
Jimmy E. BeUey 
David Cern.hen 
John W. Gery 
Charles H1rper 

2 

3 The Quandran1l• makes all neigh
borhood shopping centers obsolete. 
lntrmately scaled spaces provide 

surprise and deltght for shopping, drnrng 
01nd professional offrce actrvrtres. 

23 The Tips Hardware Co111pany ex· 
hrbited arch1tectural splendor In 
urly Austrn town durin£ the 

~ys of the horsc·drawn w•gon. The 
beautiful facade and intricate details are 
still visrble on Congress Avenue today, 
even though the beautifully proportroncd 
lower sectoon rs covered wrth a gaudy 
store front m;ask. Some day maybe Aus. 
tmrtes may be fortunate enough to have 
the bulldong restored to its orrginal splen· 
dor 1nd import1nco. 

9 nus rs the era of educatron: 30% 
of the nation's population is en· 
rolled rn schools and colleges. The 

',,tf,e red school house has come • long 
way. Archrtects workrn1 wrth school 
boards throughout the state are modi· 
fyrng exrstrng eduatoonal facrlrtres or 
crutong new structures. to house the 
rapidly changing education•! scene. Ele· 
'1'lentary and 1unror h1gh schools featured 
at the 1969 TASB·TASA State Conven- T .. " Architect Alhrortftort 
Iron Exhibit of Outstandin1 Schoolt are 
futured 

P. 20 Trtnity White Portl1nd Cemcnte 

P. 2 I Electrrc Utrlrtrcs Company of 

Texu 

P 22 Armco Steel Corporatron 

P. 25 Zonolrte Orvlsron, W. R. Grace & 

Company 

P 26 Tllxa\ Gu Utrlrt1es Co-Op 

P. 27 SjlbriCO Corporatron 
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Pratt, Box, Henderson 

& Partners, Architects 
JOMpb J. Nqler Struetural Eqineer 

Do~laa Torry, lleebanical Encineer 

J. L. Williams Company Coatraetor 

The Quadrangle is a village 
scaled center for shopping and 
dining with sufficient second 
floor office space to involve p~ 
fessional people in most daytime 
functions and activities which 
the center generates. 

To meet the needs of small shop 
owners, especially to promote 
impulse buying, s h o p s are 
planned along corridors, arcades 
and several open landscaped 
courts. The Architects have re
inforced the village planning 
concept with natural materials; 
wood doors, wood trim, stucco, 
natural wood screens and grilles, 
brick walkways and c o u r t s , 
handcrafted terra cotta lights, 
architect controlled graphics and 
signs, and by eliminating ma
chine made products from all • 
surfaces. Total planning assures 
movement of shoppers from one 
shop to the next in a leisurely 
atmosphere almost totally re
moved from the automobile. 

Outdoor courts and a 400 seat 
auditorium provide ample space 
for community functions and 

merchant promotions. The cen
ter has already played host to 
such varied activities as; a chil
dren's art exhibit (in the major 
courts), a wine tasting, a ladies 
bazaar and various private par

ties given by non-Quadrangle 
residents . 

• 
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Editors Note: Elementary and Juruor High 
Schools are presented in this issue. High Schooli 
and Special Schools will be presented in the Sep
tember issue. 

EXHIBIT OF OUTSTANDING SCHOOLS 

AUGUST, 1970 

SELECTED FOR EXHIBIT AT 1969 

TASB-TASA STATE CONVENTION BY 

Texas Society of Architects 

Texru; Association Of School Boards 

Texas Association Of School Administrators 

RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE IN 

PLANNING, DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
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DEER PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
DEER PARK lSD 

WHITE, ENGBERG & ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECfS 
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This Elementary School houses 1100 
students in Grades K through 5 in a 
non-graded proeram recently adopted 
by the dilltrict for this I!Chool only. 
The older Elementary Schools house 
a more conventional educational pr~ 
gram in typical eggerate classrooms. 
Experience gained in this ~ehool will 
be used to develop a similar program 
for the others. 

The Instl'Uction Materials Center Is 
the heart of this program. Within the 
IMC are the normal library functions 
plus audio-visual materials and equip
ment, and other teaching and learn
ing materials. Free and unimpeded 
access to this area by all levels of in
struction, including Kindergarten, is 
esaential to the program and was the 
nucleus of the design concept. 

The large learning space is com
pletely open and rolling chalkboards 
and cabinets are used to divide the 
space as desired. The sightline cabi
nets are wardrobes, storage units, 
bookcases and, in some eases, teach
ing surfaces. The flexibility of the 
opt•n area facilities educational ex
perimentation and is limited only by 
the imagination and skill of the teach
Ing staff. 

Enclosed spaces are provided for 
Science, Art, Music, Language Arta, 
Counseling, testing and other activi
ties requiring privacy, special equip
ment and noise control. The district 
provides an active inter-school physi
cal education procram for the 6th 
grade; however, the Gymnasium is 
used for school-wide physical educa
tion and inclement weather play 
space. 

The ~ehool ill fully carpeted, with the 
exception of the Lunchroom, Gym
nasium and Toilets; completely air 
conditioned; and is wired for tele
vision service originating either from 
ita own studio or remotely. 

phocooo b)' •· j, wltUif 
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THE DESIGN: The Academic Room 
design accomplishes an «iucational 
objective of flexible teaching apace in
tegrated with the resource media. 

THE BUILDING: The building is de
sign for an ultimate enrollment of 
1,020 students. Air conditioning in 
each space is zoned for separate 
temperature control. Acoustic ceil
ings and carpeting provide sound 
attenuation within class areas. 

THE ACADEMIC ROOM: The Aca
demic Room, 180 feet square, contains 
space for thirty classes which may be 
adjusted in size and shape by placing 
movable storage cabinets wherever 
separations are required. This flexi
bility of class size allows utilization 
of faculty, media resources, and furn
iture arrangement to the best advan
tage of teaching program require
menta. 

THE RESOURCE AREA : A central 
Resource Area combinea the library 
facilities with audio-visual media for 
convenient use in the Academic 
Room. 

,AUGUST, 1970 

NOTTINGHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

bu• 
l o a diDC 

SPRING BRANCH lSD 

FLYNN AND FL Yl\'N, ARCHITECfS 

~ a. c •d•••e r ooa ~ 
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BESS BRANNEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BRAZOSPORT lSD 

KOETTER, TIIARP AND CO\VELL, ARCHITECIS 

The Bess Drannen Elementary School 
program required a compact, air 
conditioned liChool which could be 
easily expanded to house 800 stu
dents. The first phase of the project 
contains fifteen typical classrooms, 
two kindergarten classrooms and one 
special education classroom. Auxili
ary facilities capable of handling the 
ultimate 800 students include a com
bination eating and assembly area, a 
library and an administration unit. 

The standard four classroom cluster 
permits staged expansion as the de
mand for space increases and by 
omitting partitions the future class
room clusters are readily adaptable 
to a team teaching program. 

TEX.U ARCHITECT 



The Client required a new air-con
ditioned Junior High SchooL The 
fncility, located in a growing attend
ance zone, haa 22 teaching stations 
and is to serve an initial capacity or 
700 students. The plant is to be ex
panded for an eventual 82 teaching 
stations for 1000 students. The fol
lowing is a list of the tenching sta
tions provided ; Language Art&-7, 
Social Studies-4, .Mathematic&-2, 
Science--2, Art-1, Home Economics 
-1, Business Education-1, Industri
al Arts-1, Mu ic-1, and Physical 
Education-2. In addition to the 
tenching stations a cafetorium and 
kitchen, gymnasium, library and ad· 
ministrntlve area aro provided. 

The school plant will be available for 
community use with the cafetorlum, 
g)'lllnaslum and librnr)' areas of the 
building utilized at night. 

AUGUST, 1970 

PAUL R. HAAS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
COUPUS CHIUSTI lSD 

KIPP & \VINSTON, ARCHITECfS 

1J 



ALDRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
PLA ·o lSD 

JARVIS- Pun·y- JARVIS, ARCHITECTS 
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Design a IIChool (to be built ln two 
or th~ stagu) that ._'111 house !ant 
thru sixth cradea In a team teaehlng 
arrangemenL The team teaching 
duatera are to house four aectlons of 
each grade but must be easily con· 
\'erted to 11maller apaees. Each 
cluster should have a teacher plann· 
ing office and a seminar apace for 
groups of !ave to ten student.. 

The hbrary i to be open and di· 
redly ace ibl to the upper four 
grade • A large multipurpose spaee is 
to be provided (separated acoustical· 
ly from the academic areas) in such 
a way that it can aerve as cafeteria 
and audttorium and can be Buper
viscd from the administratJ,·e area. 

GOALS 
A apac that could house four ae<:· 
tiona of the same grade level. 
• Must. be able to function as four 

separate tt>.aching stations. 
• Must. be easny "converted" to a 

large open apace for large group 
partieipatlon. 

• Must o\creome sight line difficul· 
ties of large 11pace. 

• l,rovidP. ~eminar room and teaeher 
planmng apace at. eaeh cluster. 

• l,ro,.ide dtrect aceeaa to each of 
the four teaehlng stations In a 
duster. 

THt~ PLAN 
• Groups the ac:ademic apacea In a 

qutet &One around a library that b 
open and easily aceeulble to each 
cluster. 

• Non-aeademlc areas (kitchen, multi· 
purpose room, administrative aulte 
& toilet.) are grouped together 
and are dtreetly aeceaalble to the 
out. of doors. 

• Future pnmary claurooma and 
physical education will be located 
to form and outdoor court and 
paved play areL 

TIXAS ARCHITICT 
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REGENCY PLACE 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
NORTH EAST lSD SAN ANTONIO 

PETER CALLINS AND ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS 

Tho most important program priori
ties were: 

( 1) To provide spaces that could 
adapt to the full ran~e of 
learnin~ situations, from in
dividual instruction to lar~e 
~roup lectures. 

(2) Incorporate a Resource Cen
ter that would expand the 
present idea of tbe library to 
include the wide variety of 
audio-visual material and be 
the physical and psycholo~ical 
core of the school. 

The concept of the buildin~ evolved 
from the inte~ration of these priori
ties. Teachin~ spaces were ~rouped 
around the Resource Center to en
hance their interdependent functions· 
and promote exposure to the avail
able learnin~ materials. The floor of 
the Re5ource Center was lowered to 
give it a positive identity and em
phasize its importance as the central 
elements of the school. 

A movable wall was designed to satis
fy the need for adaptable teaching 
spaces. It bas chalkboard, tackboard 
and shelvin~. and can be used singu
larly or in combination with other 
walls to form a variety of leami~ 
situations. 

photoe bJ' John J)Oind«xwr 
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Cielo Vista School, with an enrollment 
of 640 students, is located adjacent to 
city park property and sharee ath
letic facilities with the park depart
ment. The school is designed for fu
ture expansion with 20 elementary 
and 20 intermediate classrooms the 
ultimate goal. The school has 61,630 
square feet of floor area and present. 
ly consists of 20 classrooms. Of the 
20 classrooms, two are specially de
signro for science studiee and two for 
art work. The building also contains 
complete administrative facilitie~, 

cafetorium, vocal and instrumental 
music rooms, library, custodian's 
quarters, and shower and locker fa, 
cilities for the physical education pro
gram. 

AUGUST, 1970 

CIELO VISTA 

ELEMENTARY-INTERMEDIATE 
EL PASO lSD 

FOUTS, LANGFORD AND ASSOCIATES, ARClllTECI'S 

17 



HOLBROOK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
HOUSTON lSD 

WILSON, MORRIS, CRAIN & ANDERSON, ARCHITECTS 

• • 
" • • 

Plan 

- .,.... II fw e&rham photo, 

Durinc the thirty year finaneinc pe
riod of a typieal school many ehaneea 
will be made in the proeeues by whieh 
we prepare our ehildren for their fu
tures. The schoolhouses we build to
day must be amenable to chanee. Bet
ter, it should enable and encourace 
change. It should not be desiped to 
!it a "fixed" program. This elemen
tary school building, as operated now, 
houses an individualized instruction 
program in a continuous progress or
ganization through which each indi
vidual student receives the opportuni
ty to progress at his maximum ca
pacity without regard to the relative 
capacity of his peers. 

Considerable information is received 
from the resource center rather thaa 
from the teacher. With a wide ranee 
of student oriented and student op
erated.media, the resource center is 
the heart of the school. Time spent by 
the student in the resource center 
frees the teacher to work individually 
with the student who is havinc difli
culty. 

Extensive use of multi-media teach
ing tools enables eaeh student to learn 
by the method that best fits his cogni
tive style. Removed from the auton
omy of the self-contained classroom, 
teachers crow professionally. Weak
nesses are discovered and strencths 
utilized. Eaeh student receives the 
opportunity to benefit from the 
stre~s of a team of teachers. 
Throuch workinc with smaller croups, 
the teacher becomes more aware of 
the student as an individual and can 
better provide tor individual differ
ences. 

This school attempta to fit the in
structional procram to the individual 
student, rather than fittinc all stu
denta into the same mold, or even in
to one of two or three tracb. 

photo. br fraalt lotamlller 
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LAMAR FLEMING 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
HOUSTON lSD 

\VILSON, MORRIS, CRAIN & ANDERSON, ARCHITECI'S 

AUGUST, 1970 

A Junior Hieh School for approxi
mately 1600 studenta with appropriate 
physical education facilities, vocation
al training facilities, cafeteria and 
auditorium. Since the area to be 
served is a dismal, poverty area, the 
school should provide a focal point for 
the neighborhood, a sense of place. 
Compactness for easy control of the 
facility during school hours and at 
other times for other purposes is also 
d~irable. 

Sine~ there was a cross ventilation re
quirement for classroom comfort, but 
also a later air conditioning option to 
be provided for, the classroom areas 
are stacked in two parallel wings, 
forming a courtyard, flanked by the 
physical education block at one end, 
and the cafeteria-auditorium block at 
the other. Vocational building is a 
~parate structure to one side. 

The courtyard or plaza concept fo
calizes the social aspects of the edu
cational facility today as a commons 
area. The landscaping is designed to 
provide intermittent shade when fully 
grown. The steel sculpture was de
signed by a Texas artist as a gift to 
the school by a local foundation. 

The structure of the building is de
aign<!d in such manner to allow the 
placing, from above, of precast-con
crete t~es, to form a second and third 
floor for future growth. This expan
sion space could then be completed in 
optional ways as desired by the school 
administration. It is possible to con
tinue the double-loaded corridor self
contained classroom concept, or to de
velop two large open area resource 
centers on · the second and third 
floors, with the present courtyard be
coming an enclosed student commons 
on the first floor. 

1t 



Hall of Fame Swimming Pool. 
Distinctive construction with Trinity White cement. 

ARCHIT£CTS 

GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR 

POOL 

Jam .. Knox Pownall. A I A and 
Gamble Pownall & Gilroy. A I A , 
ArcMecla- Ft Lauderdale. 
Florodl 

Caldweii·Scon EngonHrmg and 
Construcllon Co , Inc - Ft 
Lauderdale. Floroda 

CONTRACTOR: Edwon M GrM~ne. lnc - Mlamo, 
Florida 

POOL FINISH: Mart>lutote Producta Inc -
Hllll .. h, Floroda 

HALL OF FAME 
BUILDING Marolecrele beddong COli by 

Premox Producll Inc -
Ml8ml FIOfodl 

A truly great sw1mmmg pool deserves more 
than just any white cement. The project 
shown above demanded the best that 
money could buy Trintty White. 

Uniformity of color, proven strength and 
supenor working qualit1es make Tnn1ty 
White Portland Cement the consistent 
choice of Amen can sw1mmmg pool 
builders. 

In addition to the fimsh coat, Trin1ty White 
has other equally important applications : 
precast copmg, precast decorat1ve wall 
un1ts. and washed terrazzo pavmg around 
the pool. 

General Portland Cement Company 

Tnmty White tS used by many leadmg 
manufacturers of cementtttous prepared 
pool plaster, and IS available from most 
building material dealers. 

So why take chances? Specify Trin1ty 
White Portland Cement Use 1t w1th 
confidence whether you are buildmg a 
pool of Olympic proportions or a small 
pnvate pool. 

~~~ (l/ld;_ Portland Cement 

II e Offices. Dallas • Houston • Tampa • Miami • Chattanooga • Fort Wayne • Kansas City, Kansas 



Space-Conditioning ... 

THE ALL-ELECTRIC BUILDING CONCEPT! 

University Savings and Loan in Conroe, Texas is a 

perfect example of the latest trend in construction 

. . . the All-Electric building. 

This concept - known as space conditioning 

combines heating, lighting and cooling into one 

controlled environment. These three elements func

tion interdependently. Demands on heating equip

ment are lowered by using the heat of lighting 

Electric Utility Companies of Texas 
P 0 BOX 15000 • Dt\I.I.AS, TEXAS 75235 

AUGUST, 1970 

fixtures to provide much of the heat within the 

building . 

For operating with economy and efficiency in 

an atmosphere of beauty and comfort, there's no 

better way than the electric way. 

Contact your Electric Utility today. Put Space 

Conditioning to work for you I 

A trtu• tf t•w•t., . ewnM tn••Y· 
lot oltclrlo ulllllr ••••••loo tl 
Tnet "'"l.tllt .. tlttn4abtt. ttt• 
"••fnl tlnlrh "•tr~ 
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Where did 
designers find 
3000 square feet 
of extra floor 
space In this 
hospital tower? 

If you said In the structural framing, 
then go to the head of the class. 

Preliminary investigations showed 
that a re1ntorced concrete frame 
would require columns from 32 to 40 
mches square. However, w1th h1gh· 
strength structural steel framing, 
each column was trimmed down to 20 
inches square, Including fireproofing. 
Add together the useful space gamed 
around each column and multiply 11 
by the number of floors in the tower
the result is 3000 more square feet of 
usable space, plus more flex1b11ity In 
room arrangement. 

Taking a highly practical approach, 
engmeers wrote speCifications lor the 
structural steel in terms of min1mum 
yield strength , not specific ASTM 
grade designation or proprietary 
name. They developed load tables, 
coupled with alternative column de· 
s1gns, that maintained section prop· 

ertles yet provided variations of 
material thickness and yield strength. 
Thus, the appropriate steels were se· 
lected by the fabricator on the basis 
of availability and economy. For ex
ample, because Armco High-Strength 
C·SO Steel IS available in thicknesses 
greater than the 1 V7 ·inch maximum 
In ASTM A 572 Grade 50, the steel 
labr~cator was able to optimize on 
11 1n some cases instead of more 
expens1ve 50,000 psi minimum yield 
strength steels. 

To see how the most popular Armco 
structural steels relate to each other 
in strength level, thickness and rela· 
t1ve cost, write for a copy of our 
Relative Cost and Properties Card. 
Armco Steel Corporation, Department 
H·SO, P.O. Box 723, Houston, Texas 
77001. 
COMING SOON-WIDE FLANGE SHAPES 
FROM ARMCO IN HOUSTON 

C""""""""' 
ARMCO STEEL A\fo 

Sr. Lulle'1 Eplscope/end Tex., Chtldren'l Hosp/lels, Houston . Assoc/eled Archtleclstn /Otnl venture · Foy Merlin-Steub & Rllhtr, Houlton . 
Structure/ Englneert : Frencls J Ntven & Allaoc/eres, Houston, end Joe T. Strother, At~ocille Engmeer, Houlton. 



TEXAS HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURE 

THE TIPS 

HARDWARE 
• 

COMPANY • 

exeerpta from an euay by 

llicbae1 Utaey 

AUGUST, 1970 



The Tips building sits on Congress avenue, between the Capitol and 
the Colorado River. The street is characterized by poor commercial 
facades bearing no reference to their context, the Tips building 
itself being a good example. The two occupants have the typical 
glass showcase first floors, with story-high signboards above. These 
signboards bear script lettering, blue and pink backgrounds, slanted 
lettering, etc. The beautiful Gothic Renaissance third floor of the 
Tips building floats well above the confusion of the street like a 
crown and has not yet been disgraced as have the upper stories of 
most of the other buildings on Congress. 

The Tips Company sold heavy machinery to cotton gins and other 
industries, and still exists in the city, although the building on 
Congress was vacated in 1927. A quote from the Austin Daily Tri
bune of December 1, 1898: 

" ... A write up of the City of Austin would be incomplete without some in
tention (!lie) of the mammoth store of Walter Tips, a house that enjoys a 
trade second to no hardware house west of the Mississippi River, .... . This 
enterpri!le is one of the oldest established institutions of the city, having been 
founded in 1854 by Mr. Edward Tips, who carried on the enterprise until 
1872, when Mr. Walter Tips the present proprietor, assumed the sole control 
of its affair ..... It is one of the most important enterprises not only in 
Austin, but of the state. It employs a score or more of salesmen in the house 
and upon the road to sell its enormous lines of goods. One splendid feature of 
this house is that not a single cheap man is here employed." 

• 

24 

There was evidently much re
spect for Mr. Tips and Company 
in Nineteenth Century Austin. 
The front facade was of carved 
stone, the other three walls 
being of the limestone rubble 
type peculiar to the Austin area 
prior to the turn of the Century. 
The interior structure was of 
particular pride and importance 
to the foundryman who made it, 
and in his letter "to whom it 
may concern" found in the Arch
ives of the Austin-Travis County 
Collection, one finds this infor
mation: Signed by Lock Mc
Daniel, Sr. 

" ... It consisted of eleven fluted col
umns and arch plates sprung from 
one column to the other through the 
center of the building as the girder 
will show for itself now. In operat
ing the foundry, I was forced to use 
scrap iron. I conceived the idea of 
making said girder a Confederate 
Memorial. I wrote Mr. Edmond W. 
Cawthon, my wife's father, a mer
chant at Anderson to ship me several 
tons of the exploded shells from the 
Arsenal. He acceded to my request 
and shipped the shells to me. J. N. 
Preston was the architect. Geo Ol<l
wright made my patterns and Maxine 
Marcot, and expert molder, the cast
ings, •nd I certify that every ounce 
of iron used in making the girder 
was from those pieces of shell which 
my father-in-law shipped me." 

This is the only mention of the 
Architect, I have found. Mr. J . 
N. Preston was indeed .a talented 
man for he produced a facade 
which was to dominate the cen
tral part of Congress avenue for 
fifty years and the masonic hall 
on the third floor in its present 
ruin is still an exciting space. 
The style of the Tips building 
may be identified as revival, 
that is, the front facade has 
Gothic and Renaissance themes. 
Comparing it with its contem
porary architecture in the East
ern U. S. it is in the mainstream 
of the Renaissance Revival for 
public and commercial struc
tures. As to the local scene, the 
building was definitely out of 
the mainstream. Other buildings 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 



along Congress were mostly of that peculiar reg
ional style then proliferating in the "German" 
area of Texas. The Tips building was prior to the 
present revival Capitol building, the old Gothic 
Revival main building of the University, and the 
Renaissance Revival Hancock Opera House. Per
haps their styles can be traced back to the in
fluence of Mr. Walter Tips who was well traveled 
and quite active in political, educational, and so
cial circles immediately prior to the turn of the 
Century. 

There are certain technical innovations in the 
Tips building which cannot be classified stylis
tically but are simply peculiar to the execution 
of desired effects on the part of the Architect. 
These are the cast-iron structural collonades on 
the first and second floor refered to by their 
manufacturer as a girder, and the unusual low
rise arched trusses framing the roof. 

The Tips building was, architecturally, the most 
significant building on Congress A venue. If the 
Avenue were still blessed with its entire form, 
it would undoubtedly retain the title. It is sig
nificant that Walter Tips was an educated man 
(a German immigrant) and that he was involved 
with improving his environment as a Senator, an 
educator, and society oriented citizen. After read
ing a packet of his letters to his wife while on a 
trip in Mexico, I have come to the conclusion that 
the man was not only educated, but perceptive, 
humanitarian, and artistic. Tips was the type of 
patron, or client, an Architect prays for. It seems 
a serious wrong that the admirable work of Mr. 
·Preston has been desecrated through the years. 

AUGUST, 1t70 

Outstanding roof deck. 
Handsome ceiling. 

Permadeck is both! 
look into Permadeck•. 
1. Your choice of plank, tile or board-made of 
mmeralized cement-fibers. 
2. Structural strength. 
3. Water resistance. 
4. Fire resistance. 
5. Insulation, with a K value of 0.51. 
6. Sound control, with an N. R. C. up to .80. 
7. High light reflectivity. 
8. Certified application. 
9. Economy. 

Outstanding roof deck. Handsome ceiling. Perm
adeck is both. Get all the facts-specifications, 
design data, installation information, etc. With
out obligation. Call in your Zonolite or Perma
deck man. Or write us. 

PeaJ1aadeciC GAAc.Y 
W. R. Gl"Ke & Co. 
Post Off1ce-Box 130 
Brunswick, Geof&la 31520 

Just say 
Grace. 
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Are you building 
high operating costs into 

someone else's 
new home? 

An all-gas Blue Star home 
means low energy bills and 

a lot less maintenance! 
That's a powerful sales point to make! 
The oombination of modem gas heat
ing, air oonditioning, cooking, water 
heating and yard lighting saves the 
homeowner thousands of dollars over 
the period of his mortgage. Hotels, 
motels, schools and office buildings 
also benefit when gas energy is in
cluded in the plans. Gas economy 
and reliability ... two big sales ap
peal features that can work for 
you! 



Why is this the only man allowed to apply 
All-weather Crete insulation? 

PLAZA 
AWC Is avallablt In ll&hl dtlltrt111 
lnsullled piau systems. Wrlle 
Srl btlco. 

Because he's a specialist! Only he, in your area, has the experience and the 
specialized equipment necessary to install this multi-functional insulation 
on roof decks as well as plaza systems. He is a highly specialized contractor 
trained and licensed by Silbrico Corporation to apply All-weather Crete 
insulation under strictest quality control. This skill and selective licensing 
protects designers and owners alike. 

Contnct your local AWC specialist. He can supply you with detail drawings 
illustrating different membrane systems, wearing surfaces and drainage 
patterns. If you don' t know his name, write us - we'll send it to you along 
with illustrated iiterature of roof deck types and plaza systems used by 
many of the nation's most successful architectural firms. (No obligation.) 
Just write G. Ross McKissack, Silbrico Corporation, Box 19265, Houston, 
Texas 77024 . ... . or call (713) 465·8897. 

ROOF O[CKS 
AWC provides uamt.JJ Insulation 
Jlope-I(HIIIfiQ lnd dry IP!IIicatlon 
ovet concrete, rnttaland pr .. sbtJsed 
dech, Sea S•MtJ, 0 
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Atrium of Holbrock Elementary School. See paces 9-19--Exhibit of Outatand
inc Schools. 
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