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COVER 
El Paso's new Civic Center-site 
for TSA's 33rd Annual Meeting. 
Pictured is the main entrance to 
the Exhibit Hall. Architects for the 
handsome project are Garland & 
Hilles, and Carroll, Daeuble, Du 
Sang & Rand, El Paso. 
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Harwood K. Smith and Partners 
design the elegant Regional Dis
tribution Center for Eastman 
Kodak Co., earning them a Texas 
Architecture, 1 9 7 1 D e s i g n 
Award. 

5 
The Rare Books Library, Human· 
lties Research Center at the Unl· 
versity of Texas at Austin has 
received an award from the Port
land Cement Association. 

6 
Associated architects Caudill , 
Rowlett, Scott and Poole, Pardue, 
Morriso..-. Dean received a 1971 
TSA First Honor Award for the 
Anniston Educational Park. 
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El Paso Civic Center is the site 
for the 33rd TSA Annual Meet
ing and it promises to be the 
best ever! 

David Shiflet and George Green 
will present their study of archi
tectural practice and architectu
ral education. entitled " Bridging 
the Gap" to the TSA Convention 
Nov. 8-10. 

The first Fort Worth Chapter AlA 
Design Awards Program honors 
nine winners . 

James S. Sowell residence de
sign won Midland architect 
Frank D. Welch a 1971 TSA 
Award of Merit. 
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The architects were commissioned to design 
a single level steel frame structure to provide 
for receiving , storage and distribution of 
photographic supplies and equipment; equip
ment receipt, repair and customer pickup; 
administrative and order processing areas 
with building services and employee cafeteria, 
medical center. public reception and display. 
The entire facility is air conditioned with 
special areas for both 30 and 50 cold stor
age. 

The design concept defines four functional 
elements: central core, administrative, equip· 
ment service and warehouse storage. Circula
tion patterns separate rail and truck, customer. 
visitor and employee traffic. Entrance-display
reception-lobby, medical center, interior court 
and employees cafeteria form the central ser
vice element. 
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RARE BOOKS LIBRARY • 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

HUMANITIES RESEARCH CENTER 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 

JESSEN ASSOCIATES, INC., ARCHITECTS 

The Rare Books Library, Humani
ities Research Center at the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin is one 
of eight regional winners of the 
1972 White Cement Architectur
al Awards Program. The awards 
jury commented on the excellent 
scale and interrelation of ele
ments with good proportioning. 
Various textures created through 
use of limestone aggregates and 
wood forms seem most appro
priate for the building. 
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CAUDILL ROWLETT, SCOTT 
POOLE, PARDUE, MORRISON, DEAN 
ASSOCIATED 

This high school is part of an 
educational park planned for ag
es 3 through the first two years 
of college. The program for the 
school stresses the need to al
low the individual to be exposed 
to as many ideas. people and sit
uations as possible, accepting 
and rejecting them at his own 
pace. 

The architectural solution cre
ates a place where people and 
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ideas come together-an aca
demic " street." A street implies 
people mixing, differing situa
tions and varied experiences. 
The street is as much a learning 
place as the classroom. As the 
student moves along the street 
from level to level and discipline 
to discipline, he will see differ
ent faces, meet different people 
and encounter new ideas. The 
student is provided with a better 
understanding of the whole 
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knowledge. The street is open in 
plan to best meet the spirit of 
the program. It is used year
round, 5 days a week, 13 hours 
a day. 

Construction is load-bearing ma
sonry exterior walls combined 
with reinforced concrete co l
umns and beams. White brick is 
used on the masonry cavity walls 
to complement the exteriors of 
the surround ing residences. 
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33rdAnnual 
Meeting 
Texas Society of Architects 
EIPaso 
November 8-10 1972 

Architects will gather in El Paso. 
November 8·10. for the 33rd An· 
nual Meeting of the Texas Society 
of Architects . Business meetings 
will be In El Paso's famous new 
Civic Center. 

Honored guests will be S. Scott 
Ferebee. FAIA. the in·coming 
president of the American lnsti· 
tute of Architects for 1973: Ar· 
chibald C. Rogers. FAIA. who 
will serve as president of the 
AlA in 1974; and internationally· 
renowned architect Paolo Soleri . 

Soleri, exponent of the new sci· 
ence of "Archology," will speak 
to TSA delegates on Thursday 
afternoon. He will describe this 
wedding of architecture and ecol· 
ogy. Italian by birth, Soleri now 
lives in Arizona. 

Donald L. Wass, Ph.D, president 
of a management consulting 
firm, will conduct a "mlni-Profes· 
sional Development Program" on 
Thursday. November 9. following 
the Opening Session. This ses· 

sion is entitled. "Introduction to 
Management of Time." 

On the social side, festivities 
will begin with a cocktail party 
on Wednesday evening, Novem· 
ber 8, in El Paso's quaint La Vil
lita shopping area. On Thursday 
night, convention guests will be 
bussed to the famed Juarez Race 
Track for buffet dinner at the 
Jockey Club followed by dog rae· 
ing. Friday evening is scheduled 
for the formal Presidents ban· 
quet at the El Paso Country Club. 

The Awards Luncheon is sched· 
uled for rridny at 12:30 at the 
Civic Center. Award winners in 
TSA's annunl design competition 
will be honored with a special 
presentotion of "Texas Architec· 
turc-1972." A gala "Fun Party" 
in the exhibit orca from 2 until 
4 on r=ricloy afternoon wi II close 
thnt phnso of tho convention. 

Preston M. Geren, Jr., of Fort 
Worth is the 1972 president of 
the Texas Society of Architects . 



BRIDGING THE GAP 
GEO RGE GREEN AND DAVID SHIFLET 

This article is a brief of the Bridging the Gap re
port. and is almost totally inadequate except to 
give one a feel for the problem attacked and the 
proposal solutions . 0 • for the problem is so exten
sive and the solutions so entailing. Hopefully how
ever. this brief will be sufficient to interest you in 
attending the discussion of this topic at the TSA 
convention in El Paso. and in obtaining a copy of 
the comprehensive publication from your AlA 
Chapter President. which gives the complete find
ings. summations and proposals. 

The method of attacking the problem was to take 
an in·depth, first person look into a cross-section 
of firms and schools throughout the state. These 
interviews were conducted personally via a ques
tionnaire-type format so as to obtain responses 
which could be structured and compared to each 
other. An attempt was made to interview a cross
section of firms-small and large, progressive and 
static. young and old. This study has established 
communication, ident1f1ed the problem and made 
proposals for solutions. 

Introduction 
Architectural education is not reacting fast enough 
to the changes in the profession. and the practi· 
tioncr is not reacting fast enough to the changes 
of society. Much progress has been made in the 
profession. but we have only begun to attack the 
problem. 

Many educators and practitioners are out of step 
with today's profession. They are not even aware 
of the fact that a new breed of architect is coming 
into existence-that he is in fact already in exist· 
ence. Many of the firms and schools that are in 
existence today may be dead in ten years because 
they are not flexible and innovative. These firms 
and schools lack exposure. 

The businessmen, politicians. and developers are 
making the major decisions today. If architects do 
not become more involved in these decisions. then 
they will lose an even more significant amount of 
influence over our physical environment than they 
have lost in the past . If the decision makers do not 
have respect for the architect's competence in 
economics and good business judgment, then he 
docs not have respect for and confidence in the 
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architect's design abilities. The people with real 
design talents are the people who are creative 
thinkers in other areas too 0 •• business. politics, 
organization. etc. If one is not creative in these 
other areas of thinking, then he is superficial in 
design. 

Architectural Practice 
"Architecture has remamed static in a dynamic 
society . The profess1on is now in a state of change 
-some offices are respond1ng to that change and 
some are not. This dynamic society has opened 
many new opportunities for architects While these 
opportunities are int1mately related to the archi · 
teet's basic task. in many instances his education 
has not prepared him properly to take advantage of 
all those opportunities .. 0 .. 

" In many instances the nrchitect is merely a 
tool of the developer n draftsman. The nrch1tect 
IS not there when the dec1S1ons nre made. and he 
cannot control design 1f he is not in on these deci
sions. Developers came onto the scene because of 
the deficiencies in architects. and they are pur· 
chasing their architecture just as at a supermar
ket ... " 

"Today, many other professionals and business· 
men continue to expand the1r already enormous 
influence over the process of creating architecture. 
while many architects still narrowly view "com 
prehensive services" as. say, a choice between 
providing or not providing soil borings .. . . " 

"Students need so much to understand the mo· 
t1ves and values of the practitioner. A big problem 
today is that we judge others without knowing 
all the facts about why things happen the way 
they do Students need to understand that the 
practitioners are trying to solve the Ills of soc1ety 
too. But change does not come about by talk, nor 
does it come by crit1cism Change. effective 
change. comes about by getting into the system 
and getting one's ideas enacted. Change does not 
just happen-change is made. Time and patience 
are words that students need to understand in 
evaluating the profession .. 

Architectural Education 

One practitioner expressed his expectations of 
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Architectural Education in this manner: "I hope 
the schools will teach their students how to think. 
I want a guy who is eager and who can think. I 
will probably have to make a draftsman out of h1m 
at first . but that is to be expected. especially in 
a small office like mme. The schools simply have 
too much rrnportant subject matter to be con
cerned w1th without having to teach students how 
to draft. Hell. I can teach him how to draft in a 
month or two! ... " 

" The advanced students. those who arc thinking 
and plannmg ahead, have realized that education 
at school must be supplemented by _practical ex
perience if one IS to maxim1zc the quality of his 
educat1onal cxpcnencc. It is so very essential that 
a student be able to rclnte the theory he gets in 
school to the prnctical experiences he will under
go 1n an off1ce ... " 

"One of the greatest needs in architectural edu
cation is for truly committed teachers with inter
cstmg thmgs to teach nnd a willingness to be con
cerned w1th students as mdividuals. Let's face the 
fncts- somc tenchers nrc professional educators, 
and some nre s1mply escaping from the 'real 
world ,' due to failure in practice. Some faculty 
members need to be more involved in the func
tions of locally pract1cing architects and vise 
versa ... ," 

It has been said: "If architects don' t come around 
to development bulldmg they're dead. And the 
educat1onal system is one major reason why more 
arch1tccts are not commg mto the developer role . 
The educators thmk the des1gner 1s still king . 
and this is beaux arts thinking . The designer is 
not king and never will be. They are simply drafts
men for the developers. w1th very little real thlllk 
ing. They 're boys who look thru tubes, and you 've 
got to be able to see the whole picture-eco
nomiCS, politics. business. etc.-you've got to 
know how to cope with and commun1cate with 
these forces of real1ty. This is not being empha
SIZed by educators. These " designers are pie-in
th·sky boys. they know nothmg about the essence 
of what architecture IS all about-they are s1mply 
explonng one tangent. Architects need to come 
out of the woods ... they must be total arch1· 
tects . and not just a piece of an architect. ... " 

Architectural Students 

' 'One of the most important things that education 
can offer a student is the awareness of self. The 
biggest problem a student has is to evaluate his 
real talents. A student must know himself, what 
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he can do and cannot do. and what he likes and 
does not like to do. Only then can he properly 
prepare himself for professional practice .... " 

" It is essential that a student be involved in an of
fice while still in school. if he expects to effec
tively bndge the gap from academia to the pro· 
fess1on. The shock factor many students go 
through is only multiplied if they wait until they 
get out of school to work in an office . ... " 

" Students nrc not informed about what is hap
pening in the profession. much less why it is 
happenmg: they arc not too well informed about 
why their educational system is structured the 
way 1t IS, and they don't know the options avnil
ablc to them in the educational curriculum. much 
less the avenues open to them 1n practice. They 
know very little about f~rms . and what firms would 
best f1t their part1cular personality, attitude and 
direction. Some students do not even understand 
that to enjoy the privilege of practice. one must 
make a prof1t . Students are not counseled enough 
about problems they will encounter in prac
tice . . .. " 

The Gap and the link 

" The definition of the gop is a real problem. due to 
the broadness and the complexity of the profes
sion. The gop exists in many areas of the profes
sion. but the gap is most evident and felt most 
severely by graduates stepping from the academic 
env1ronment to the profcss1onal environment. The 
effective bndgmg of this gap by the graduate is 
d~rectly proportional to the effectiveness of the 
educational system and the relevance of practi· 
tioners to the needs of contemporary society. 

To oversimplify the gap would be to say that it 
is that time of transition from graduation to the 
time one can effectively pull his weight in an 
off1ce. The heart of the matter however. involves 
the problems that make this transition difficult . 
Poss1bly the gnp from employment to professional 
fulfillment IS even a more difficult gap to bridge 
than the gap of education to employment. Possibly 
those who bridge one gnp are not able to bridge 
the other. . . . " 

The authors concur with the opinion of one prac· 
titioner who stated: "The gap is less than it was 
15 years ago. and I think it is due to a maturing 
of the profession and the students." 

"In these author's opinion. the schools are going 
to have to make the major changes, and the 
schools should be the innovators regarding over-
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tures to the practitioner as to his input into the 
problem. The practitioner will change in response 
to the demands of the market place. The schools 
should emphasize both what the needs of the mar
ket place should be, and what the needs of the 
market place really are . .. " 

"The new architectural licensing exam will have 
its effects on the gap. It is a tactical rather than a 
technical exam. It assumes the candidate's educa
tion, as manifested in his professional degree from 
an accredited school , has provided him with knowl
edge and proficiency in architectural design and 
technology. The question will be: Can the state 
accept a college degree as proof enough of capa
bility in the areas of public health and safety? It is 
the opinion of these authors that this will pressure 
into existence an internship type program by which 
a student is required to get office exposure to 
these areas while in school. Therefore, the new 
exam will play a vital role in bridging the gap ... " 

" There must be a cooperative program education 
and practice that would be as effective as that of 
the medical profession- a program that would al
low the school to teach what it teaches best and 
the profession to teach what it teaches best . . . An 
internship of seven to twelve months in an archi
tect's office being required for graduation is a 
definite possibility-more than that, it is a reality. 
This internship would have to be very closely su
pervised, to assure that it was a quality experi
ence rather than an exploitation of either student 
or practitioner. This is probably the best single 
solution to bridging the gap: 

This would give the student exposure to the 
profession while still in school. and greatly 
lessen the shock factor of transition from 
school to practice upon graduation. 

This would allow the student's technical train
ing in an office rather than in school. 

This would enhance- begin the communica
tion between ducator and practitioner. 

Having this program happen in the fourth year 
of a student's education, would allow him to 
come back to school and regear his thinking 
and reevaluate his direction. 

This program is in effect at Rice, and is just begin
ning at the University of Texas. 

Summation 
" The dialogue between the schools and the practi
tioners is unbelievably poor. The image of the 
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schools is that they are hypothetical, in the clouds. 
The image of the practitioner is that he is a line
drawer, a nuts and bolts man-dollar conscious. 

These observations are not unrealistic. The prob
lem is that the 'other side' is not informed enough 
as to why these segments of the profession are 
doing what they are doing. There are very well
founded reasons for the positions of each. If there 
was simply a communicating of the individual mo
tives and directions of each, the gap would begin 
to be bridged. But the credibility gap comes into 
play-'We don't even want to talk to 'those guys ' 
about the problem. It must be emphasized: Both 
practitioners and educators are architects, one is 
in practice and the other is in education. We both 
have the same purpose of creating a better en
vironment. 

The problem has been that most schools have not 
been very receptive to the practitioner, most stu
dents have turned-off practitioners and most prac
titioners are down on schools . We must rise above 
our petty qualms if we are to better our profession. 
Let's erase the chalkboards today and build for 
tomorrow! 

The building of the bridges has begun. The last five 
years were research and evaluation years. The 
next five years will be years of implementation ... " 

"This study was begun with a positive approach, 
and has ended with a positive outlook. Together, 
we can make the appropriate changes. Today is the 
day to begin to build- synergy is the bridge." 

See you at the TSA Convention in El Paso. 

Bridging the Gap is a study that was undertaken by 
two University of Texas students as a Thesis proj
ect. This study evolved because of these two stu
dents ' interest in evaluating their education, and 
in evaluating the direction of practicing architects 
in the state. Both students have had office experi
ence, and feel they can objectively relate to both 
practice and education better at this stage of life 
than perhaps any other. It is the feeling of these 
two students that without the coming together of 
the architectural community-students, practition
er and educator-architecture will not attain its 
fullest potential. 

This study was primarily funded by the Texas Ar
chitectural Foundation, with additiona l financial 
support from the Austin, Dallas and Houston Chap
ters, AlA. 
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DECISION MAKERS whoareaware 
of the important role energy plays in preserving the quality of life 
are taking a closer look at our energy resources and how they are 
used. They are finding that natural gas. besides having the ecolo
gical advantages of being pollution-free. can be better utilized to 
do a great number of jobs more economically than any other 
energy. And equally important. they are finding that maximum 
conservation of this valuable resource is achieved by using it as 
the primary energy source for the jobs it does best. which thereby 
will eliminate the waste of using it to produce a secondary energy 
to do the same jobs. 

For any information concerning the utilization of natural gas. con
tact the technical advisor of your gas utility. 



FORT WORTH CHAPTER 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

SAINT ANDREWS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Albert S. Komatsu & Associates, Architects 

1971 DESIGN AWARDS 
This is the first awards program 
to be sponsored by the Fort 
Worth Chapter, AlA, to recog
nize and honor outstanding archi
tectural design in the Fort Worth 
area. Judging was by a panel of 
three distinguished architects 
who live in other Texas cities. 
but are aware of architectural 
needs and problems in this 
region . 

" The jury was pleased with the 
outstanding quality of projects 
submitted. All entries showed a 
good range of design and diver
sification. The pleasant use of 
materials. landscaping, and light
ing was a considerable asset to a 
large number of projects. The 
Fort Worth Chapter of AlA 
should be commended for this 
design awards program." 

HONOR A WARDS 

TEXAS ARCHITECT HALTOM'S-THE HOUSE OF DIAMONDS 

Preston M. Geren, Architect & Engineer and Associates 
15 
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CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH 

Albert S. Komotsu & Associates, Architects 

MUTUAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

Preston M. Geron, Architect end Engineer and Associates 

PORTER RESIDENCE 

Albert S. Komotsu & 

Auociates, Architects 

A MERICAN AIRLINES STEWARDESS COLLEGE 

Predon M. Geron, Architect & Engineer an~ A~~ociatos 
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FORT WORTH CHAPTER 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

SOUTH CAMPUS-TARRANT 
COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Pe•kcr-Croston Auoc ates 
Arch tech Eng n rs Planners 

MILLER BREWERY 

Preston M G r n, Arch1t ct & Engmcer 4nd Auoci4!fes 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

BANK BUILDING 

Preston M. Ger n, Architect & Enginoor 4!nd Anocidcs 

AWARD OF COMMENDATION 
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The Texas Archlteccural Foundation offers scholarships 
in architectural edue<~tion and sponsors research in the 
profession. Contributions may be made as memorials: a 
remembrance with purpose and dignity. 

TEXAS 
ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION 
904 PERRY-BROOKS SUI LDING 

AUSTIN 

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

CO NSTRUCTIO N COST CONSULTANTS 

\'~ P MOORE AND ASSOCIATES INC 
CONSUlTING ENGINEERS 
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DIVERSIFIED DESIGN 
DISCIPLINES, INC. 

Diversified Design Disciplines. 
Inc. (3-D). a professional envi
ronmental design service firm, 
has agreed in principal to ac
quire Brooks, Barr. Graeber and 
White , Inc. (BBG&W) . Austin ar
chitectural design f irm. The 
transaction, subject to certain 
approvals , is for an undisclosed 
amount of stock. 

BBG&W will join 3-D's other in
dependent operational groups 
which presently provide struc
tural engineering design serv
ices through the Ellisor Group, 
mechanical and electrical engi
neering design services through 
the Chenault & Brady Group, and 
architectural design and related 
services through the Neuhaus 
and Taylor Group. 
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YOU HAVE 
...... , WOOD 

CORK, 

Gee, I didn't know that! 
Yes, when it comes to wall covering, Coerver 
covers the spectrum in both colors and mater
ials. From the easi ly maintained, colorful vinyls 
to the wide selection of beautiful wood grained 
veneers, to the warm texture of cork, to the 
elegance of velvetex and the suedes, Coerver 
can supply and install any one of a combination 
to suit the most fastidious decorator . 

Coerver has supplied and installed these out
standing materials in many banks, office build" 
ings, hotels and hospita ls from coast to coast 
and particularly in the Southwest. So when 
next you have some bare walls to contend with, 
call Coerver - they will be happy to work with 
you on a proper and beautiful covering. 

VELVETEX SUEDE?* 
~ COERVE R INDUSTRIE S . INC . 
~ 3311 ELM STREET I DALLAS, TEXAS 75226 I {214) 744-5211 

*Visiting customer comment. 
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Done Right; 
Done Ahead 
Of Schedule 
Manufactunng the smooth, white 
concrete architectural panels for 
the 4D-story Dresser Tower 1n 
downtown Houston's Cullen 
Center was the first JOb for 
Kirby's new. $1 m11l1on concrete 
plant at Katy, Texas. 

It was a big job, calling for 1500 
panels rangmg In length to 37 
feet: in we1ght to 22.000 pounds. 
It gave K1rby a chance to thor· 
oughly test 1ts ultra-modern 
batchmg plant : 1ts advanced 
castmg process: all the elements 
that make for a w1nn1ng concrete 
manufactunng operat1on. 

The results are here for all to see: 
smooth, dense panels faithful to 
the creat1ve des1gn of Neuhaus 
and Taylor. architects: structur
ally sound - to the satisfaction of 

Ellisor Engineers: easy to erect 
and delivered to the job site, 
truckload by truckload, on lime 
-without once delaymg the 
work of Peterson Bros., erectors; 
and ... 

Completed one month ahead of 
schedule- to the complete satiS
faction of both Linback Con· 
struction Company, general 
contractor: and Cullen Center, 
Inc. and Dresser lndustnes, the 
owners. 

Kirby comb1nes quahty of prod· 
uct w1th production and delivery 
performance. Before you get too 
far mto your next project ... check 
us out. Contact Charles Madeley 
or Charles While, Kirby Buildmg 
Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 36429, 
Houston. Phone (713) 666-1946. 

[)KIRBY BUILDING SYSTEMS 



JAMES 
DALLAS 

AWARD OF MERIT 

FRANK D. 
MIDLAND 

Midland architect Frank D. Welch 
was asked to design a residence 
for a family of four on a narrow 
lot in a revitalized and prestigi· 
ous neighborhood of Dallas 
where building volume and land 
area is tightly controlled. 

The plan orients inward and east 

TEXAS ARCHITECT 

SOWELL RESIDENCE 
TEXAS 

TEXAS ARCHITECTURE 

WELCH -
to a landscaped patio. The main 
mass of the structure which 
closes the patio on north and 
west contains a two story entry 
gallery and living room, dining 
room, kitchen breakfast, study, 
utility and carport on the first 
floor, and chlldrens bedrooms, 
playrooms and servants room on 

ARCHITECT 
TEXAS 

the second floor. 

The foundation is reinforced con· 
crete pier and beams with sus· 
pended wood frame floor. The 
two story mass has Mexican 
brick cavity walls at the exterior 
and redwood sheathed walls at 
the colonnaded patio wall. 
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• Houston, 77045 
(713) 222/2934 

• Amarillo. 79106 
(806) 355/ 6477 

• Dallas, 75201 
(214) 744 / 4126 

• EIPaso,79901 
(915) 533/ 1405 

• Fort Worth, 76107 
(817) 335/ 5837 

• Midland, 79702 
(915) MU 4/8942 

-George Gerdes Jr. 
St. Charles Custom 
K1tchens of Houston 
2221 Pease 

- John Bingman 
K1tchen Des1gn 
4108 W. 33rd St. 

- Robert V. Lentz 
Office & Showroom 
2821 Routh Street 

-John Nell 
Neff Buckner Co 
600 W Pa1sano Or. 

- Emil K. Test 
St Charles K1tchens 
by Test 
3408 Camp Bowie Bl. 

- J T Darsey 
West Texas 
K1tchen Mart 
2313 W. Storey Ave. 
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