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Land, Liberty and Local Control 
The 94th Congress has before it an unprecedented number of urgent 

pieces of legislation designed to address the nation's serious energy and 
economic problems. 

It is my own firm belief that land-use legislation also before this Con
gress is a vital part of any energy program and ought to be adopted as a 
part of the comprehensive energy plan that will surely be enacted before 
the end of this year. 

The President's energy package includes a proposal for legislation per
taining to the siting of energy facilities. We are told that the next several 
years are critical in terms of lead time if we are to plan and begin to con
struct the nev. powerplants. the coal-fired generating plants, oil refineries 
and associated terminal. storage, transportation facilities, and other ma
Jor projects associated with the administration's ambitious energy pro
posals. 

We do need those new facilittes, but there are going to be significant 
land-use problems that accompany them. The social, economic, and en
vironmental implications of what we do in the next several decades in 
terms of energy development will have a significant innuence on the 
quality of life in this country for a long time to come. 

It is for this reason that I believe we must not continue with the same 
emphasis on single-focus. mission-oriented federal programs, but instead 
make a serious commitment to some sensible land-use planning on the 
state and local levels with federal legislation and federal funds to provide 
the broad policy and financial incentives required by this effort. 

It is for this same reason that I regret the Administration's recently-an
nounced opposition to H. R. 351 O. the Land Use and Resource Conserva
tion Act which I introduced with Texas Congressman Alan Steelman and 
other co-sponsors. 

What needs to be done. and my bill will provide for it. 1s a system of 
procedures to assure that all interested parties, including the public. can 
participate in the process. while providing relief for developers who now 
must go through a maze of requirements and duplicative proceedings 
before a decision is finally made. 

Planning 1s one answer. but more importantly. state and local govern
ments must develop a process in \\.hich land-use dec1s1ons can be made in 
reference to established policies and regulations - and with some 
finality. 

In summary. H.R 35 IO contains two main objectives One, to provide 
the financial incentives and policy directions for the states who wish to 
develop state land-use programs. Second, the bill would provide more 
coordination between federal agencies and the states concerning federal 
activities that significantly affect land-use 

Land-use is still the most fundamental and unaddressed environmental 
problem in this nation. We must do something about the costs of sprawl, 
the continuing loss of our prime farmland and the waste of energy which 
results from inadequate land-use planning. 

Morris K. Udall 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Managing Texas' Lands 
The following remarks from the Lieutenant Governor were released in 

February of this year. 
Land-use planning is a most controversial issue which is likely to be 

the subject of legislation during the 64th Legislative Session. Some view 
land-use planning as the destroyer of a most basic freedom - the 
freedom to own property and do with it what we will. Others view it as 
our only hope that the land will not be ravaged by unplanned use until it 
is without value or beauty or future potential. 

We have long viewed the land as our greatest natural resource. We 
used the land as if it were limitless. When we were few, the land, indeed, 
seemed limitless. But, now we are many, and we know the land is finite. 
We have come to recognize the need for prudent land-use management. 

The State of Texas has had a varied experience in the area of land man
agement. In the Nineteenth Century, the state was concerned primarily 
with the disposition of the public domain and encouraged private 
development. 

The early Twentieth Century saw the establishment of regulatory pro
grams for production of oil and gas and use of surface water. 

During the t 960's, serious statewide planning led to the Texas Water 
Plan and the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. 

In legislation enacted in 1967, the Governor was designated the Chief 
Planning Officer of the State. With this authority, the Governor created 
the lnteragency Council on Natural Resources and Environment. It is 
charged with the responsibility of fostering the development and protec
tion of the natural resources and environment of this state. 

The last few years have witnessed much legislative activity, both state 
and federal, in this area. Much of the legislation proposed was not 
adopted. The major portion of legislation which has been adopted relat
ing to land use planning has centered on the management of coastal 
resources. 

In 1972, the federal Coastal Zone Management Act took effect, en
couraging the states to develop land-use plans for their coastal areas. In 
1973, the Texas Legislature adopted the Texas Coastal Public Land 
Management Act which indicated that the intent of the Legislature was 
for the General Land Office to develop such programs as suggested by 
the federal legislation. 

The Coastal Zone Management Project, within the General Land Of
fice, is the only land-use planning effort of significance in Texas today 
and may serve as the model for future land-use planning programs of 
broader scope. 

The 64th Legislature may well consider legislation similar to House 
Bill 1431 which was considered but did not pass during the 63rd Legis
lature. That bill would have created a Texas Land Resource Commission 
within the General Land Office to develop a comprehensive inventory of 
all land and related resources within the state. 

In any discussion of land-use planning, the advice and suggestions of 
each citizen will be most helpful. 

May/June 1975 

William P. Hobby 
Lt. Governor of Texas 
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"Exhaust the land in Texas? You gotta 
be kidding!" To say that land is running 
out in the nation·s second large~t state pro
vokes little concern and often a few 
chuckles. But the Houston man who 
moved his family into a new three
bedroom home now sinking into the marsh 
is not chuckling. Neither are commuters 
stalled along miles of cro"'ded freeways, 
nor the poor "'ho cannot afford rising 
gasoline price~. nor the family whose 
children must cro s the freeway to get to 
-;chool, nor the West Texas farmers "'hose 
life-giving suppl) of underground water is 
drying up. And down on the coast, con
flicting demands for commercial, in
dustrial and recreational land will reduce 
an environmentalist to tears. 

Texa1 - It's So Big 
The right to hold land with which to do 

as one please~ is vie"'ed by many Amen
cans as a basic freedom. and the concept of 
land-use planning suggests to some the 
threat of outside control over this most 
precious possession. 

On the other hand, it is the pncelessness 
of our finite land re~ources that illustrates 
to an increasing number of people the des
perate need for coordinated management 
of the dwindling ration of land per capita. 
Only through a concerted effort, they feel, 
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Using Up 
Mother Earth 

By Dr. Klng1ley Haynes 

Dr. Haynes is an assocwte professor at IM 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs 
in Austin. He was assisted in this article by 
Cynthia Keever and David Fege. 

will our land escape being ravaged b) 
unplanned use until 1t 1s without value or 
beauty or future potential. ··Land manage
ment 1s the most difficult battle you art 
going to wage," the Governor of Oregon, 
Tom McCall. told a group of concerned 
citizens in Colorado. "and if you lose it 
you might as well "'rite-oft future genera
tion~. If )OU don·t have these protections 
then this generation is going to use up the 
land." 

How is it possible that the land in Texas 
can be endangered'> Our 267,339 square 
miles of territory appear almost inex
haustible Yet the problem in Texas is just 
as critical as el,;ewhere. and possibly more 
-;o. as the illusion of bounty tends to 
diminish the specter of exhausting it. 

Condition on Coast: Critical 
Perhap~ the most 1mmed1ate threat to 

our land resources is along the Gulf coast. 
This is the area of Texas which seems most 
vulnerable to rising demands. The bays 
and estuaries productive of sealife are also 
necessary for terminals and shipping lanes 
"'hich attract industrial growth. The in-

credible growth of tourism in Texas, with 
its positive economic impact on the state, 
means more development along the 
beaches Second home developments on 
the coast have been periodically wiped out 
or damaged by tropical storms and hur
ricanes Condominiums built along erod
ing shorelines may in 20 years have the 
ocean nowing through their lobbies. "I 
can think of no greater tragedy to Texas," 
says state Senator A. R "Babe" Schwartz, 
"than to have a coastline of second homes 
or leisure homes as they are called which 
will ultimately be reduced to matchsticks 
in future hurricanes and can have no 
possible value to the millions of people 
who desire to use that land for recrea
tional and aesthetic purposes during their 
lifetimes." 

How Do We Manage? 
Existing mechanisms for coping with 

these and other land management prob
lems in Texas have traditionally been con
fined to the municipality - where de
mands on the land have been most intense. 
Increasingly, however, land pressures ex-
1st outside municipal boundaries and 
Texas currently has no statewide land-use 
plan or agency responsible for land man
agement. A variety of state agencies do 
coordinate with c1t1es to regulate some 
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.1spccts 111 1ndu tr 1111 and 1,;11111mercial 
deHlopmcnt, hut the g.tps .11c 1mpo 111g 
,111J ho1111rd11us 

,\mong the tate ngcn .. ,ci., bo.uds, uml 
c,11111111 s11111s 11w11lved III lr11HI re ource 
ma11.1ge111ent urc the C,cncrnl I 1ml 0111cc, 
\\h11.:h nJ1111n1stcrs 22.5 11111111111 acre:. 111 
puhlic land, the I c,.1~ ll1gh\\,I} Dep,1rt
mem. "h,ch h,h the pc.1"er ot eminent do
m,11n m con,tructmg and m,11ntam1ng 
road!.>; and the T e,.1s Water Development 
Board, \\h1ch conserve:, and develops 
\\ater re,ources and administers the Texas 
Water Plan. The Soil and Water Conser
"ation Board creates con:.ervation d1s-
1r1ct, and carries out state nood preven
tion plan!. . The Parks and Wildlife 
Department develops outdoor recreation 
.irea,, mainta111s a comprehem,,ve recrea
t111n plan, has an ongo111g program of ac
quiring ne"' park lands, and a,ds private 
I.ind cmner!> in managing their land Other 
agcnc,e such as the Tcxa Industrial 
Commission, Texas Agriculture Depart
ment, and Texas Forest Service respec
tively, plan and auract new 1ndu try, ad
" ,,c tarmer:. on land management, and 
control torest lands. 

Another type of state agency imposes 
rcgul,1tions on land owners. They hold 

0 
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he11r111gs, e u,hlish rule and regulation\, 
,,sue orders, .,nd cntor .. e kg, 1.1111111 The 
I cxa ,\u C ontrol Bu.ml ts rc pon 1hlc 
tor controlltng air pollu11011 W.tter pc.1llu 
t1on 1111~1 \\atcr usl" urc regul,1tcd hy both 
the Wuter Rights Cornrn,-.s,on and thc 
W,tter Qu,1111) Board . By regulating 
r.,ilroad,. truch, buses, and oil and gas 
productmn. the Railroad Commission is 
!>uppuscd to prevent oil and gas waste and 
pollution . These arc all important land
use functions. 

Many special-purpose author111es have 
also been established 111 Texas to deal with 
particular problems of land and resource 
u e They 111clude the River Authorities. 
Navigation 01stncts, Soil and Water Con
servation 01!.tricts, and Airport 
Authoritie!>. 

The maJor re ponsibility for '>tatew,de 
planning and coordination lies in the 
Governor's Ofl,ce, spec11tcally the 
Governnor'c; D1v1s111n of Planning Coor
d111.umn, 111 league w11h the :.tate's Inter
agency Council on Natural Resources and 
the Environment . A C<M'>tal resource man
agement :.ystcm, po~er plant !>iting, and 
deep-water port development arc some of 
the ,ssues be111g considered by these of
fices. 

In local land-use two aspects can be 
1<.lcntitied: those authorizations, pro
cedure'> ,ind actions that directly 111fluence 
land U'>C, .,nd tho:.e that indirectly 111-
tluence 11. 

Counties in Texas have no zon111g 
ix1wcr, but they may regulate new sub
d1v1sions, and establish construc11on stan
dards for new buildings Zoning has re
ma111cd the c111es' most effective tool. This 
1s closely follo,\ed by buildmg codes, 
which, by city ordinance, regulate the 
design, construction, materials. loca11on, 
and designated equipment of st ructures 
built w11h111 the city's Junsd1c11on Ci11es 
may also enforce regulations by with
hold111g services, refusing bu1ld111g per
mits, and delay111g plat approvals. 

Indirect actions of local governments 
have land management consequences. 
W,uer Districts acquire and distribute 
~ater .• ind 111 ~omc places, provide sewage 
dispo<,al. ltre protectmn. and plumb111g 
supervision. Local government 111 extend
ing sewer Imes may change the d1rect1on 
of urban expansion. City governments may 
use electric and water services as a bargarn
ing lever. Growth pauerns are largely 111-

nuenced by a city's transportation and 
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sewer network . And 111 the near future, 
some c1t1cs may hope to 111nucncc land-use 
by passing historical preservation and en
vironmental policy ordinances. 

Problems of Local Control 
One drawback to policies centered in 

small, l11111tcd Jurisd1ct1onal units of 
government 1s controlling large dcvclop
mcnu, that spill over their Junsd1ct1onal 
lines. Should matters of statewide interest 
be left to local units'! There arc at least 
three areas ot land use in which the state 
should have an overnd111g interest: (I) 
area<, whose environmental aspects make 
development a statewide concern ( 1.c. 
destruction of unique or critical environ
ments); (2) developments that create state 
or rcg10nal costs or benefits, and (3) any 
developments that, due to their scale, ex
ceed local Junsd1ct1on. 

A<, '>lated 111 the "Signilicant Policies" 
report of the Texas I .and Use -.tudy, "1 he 
objectives ol a land -use policy must be to 
reform the 111st1tut1ons of government 111 
such a way that important conservation 
areas arc protected, v1tal developmental 
needs arc accommodated, and nrnJor 
developments and facil1t1cs .ire con
trolled." Only regional and statewide 
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policies and programs can effectively 
guide land-use dec1s1ons of more than 
local significance. 

Outside Influences 
In the la-.t few sessions, Congress has 

faced grow111g pressure to enact a National 
l and use l aw Such legislation would cs
tabh-.h guidelines requiring the direct 111-
volvement of ,tate governments in land 
use planning and management. ·1 hrough 
federal grant-., state and local agencies 
would be stimulated to develop their own 
management schemes. One of the pro
posed hills would have created .,n Office 
of l and Use Policy w1th111 the Department 
of the Interior Up to this point, however, 
the 1-cderal hill has failed to gather the re
quired votes. 

A similar bill limited to the coastal 
rnne, however, sailed through with nearly 
unanimous approval A key factor 111 Its 
passage seems to have been a recognit10n 
ol competing pressures 111 the nation's 
coastal regions. Under the Coastal Lone 
Management Act of 1972, all eligible 
states have applied for and received 
federal funds tor planning In Texas, the 
General I .and Office 1s the coord111at111g 
agency 

Wattrcolor by William A. Porttr 

Photo by Rick Williams 
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Land-Use in Other States 
One of the trends in land management 

has been the a11empt by individual states 
to pass land management legislation. Tra
d 1t1ona lly. states have delegated this 
authority to local government, but, as 
mentioned, the limits of local jurisdiction 
have been too narrow to encompass 
regional environmental systems or to en
courage desirable pallerns of regional 
economic development. Three issues have 
received attention in state legislation: (I) 
protection of critical environments, such 
as wetlands, estuarine areas, and nood
plains; (2) control over the location and 
character of key developments, defined 
either in terms of size or significance or 
both: (3) control of growth on the periph
ery of urban areas. These are the same 
issues facing Texas today. 

With few exceptions, the land-use pat
terns in al I SO states can be lilted into one 
of three categories, the first and largest 
being those states which have done vir
tually nothing. They have shifted the 
responsibility to local government, and. 
for the most part, growth continues 
haphazardly and uncontrolled in these 
states. The result is an undesirable land
use pattern with exorbitant costs to the 
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rest of society. Presently, Texas is in this 
category, although the state was an early 
leader an designating open beaches and 
adopting a Coastal Zone Management 
Act. Furthermore, the General Land Of
fice 1s now working on a coastal zone man
agement program to be presented to the 
legislature an the next session 

States in the second category have in
stituted a land management program with 
a high degree of state control in conJunc
tion wtth local discretion. The:.e states in
clude Hawaii. Vermont, and Maine 
Hawaii developed statewide zoning power 
in 1961 A state board designated all land 
in the state as agricultural. conservation 
districts. rural districts. or urban districts. 
The board established land-use regula
tions for each designated area to be ad
ministered by the counties. 

Common characteristics of those states 
which have implemented state-controlled 
land management programs arc smallness 
and a rela11vely homogeneous geographi
cal and social make-up. Hawaii. for exam
ple. is small and easily administered. 
There is only one level of government 
below the state level (county-city). and 
Hawaii had previously adopted statewide 
property tax assessment. 

May/June 1975 

The third group consists of those states 
that have instituted land management 
plans. but still delegate authority and dis
cretion to local governments. In some 
cases land-use decisions at the local level 
are screened by a statewide agency. In 
other states. localities are forced to imple
ment a specified program. under penalty if 
they do not. In Florida the role of the state 
in land management is confined to those 
decisions which were judged lO have a 
sub:.tantial impact outside the boundaries 
of local government in which the land is 
located. Areas of critical concern were 
designated, and local jurisdictions sub
mitted plans for administering these 
special areas Another approach is to re
quire coun11es to adopt and enforce sub
d 1v1s1on regulations such as Colorado has 
instituted. Data pertaining to geologic 
hazards, soil types. and proof of an ade
quate water supply must be submitted by 
developers. Meanwhile. Colorado has es
tablished a Land-Use Commission to pro
pose a comprehensive statewide plan. 

Texas might opt most profitably .for the 
latter approach: local governments would 
implement a systematic program 
monitored by the state, which would coor
dinate the operation and reserve ultimate 

authority. In particular, the Colorado ex
perience should be inspected, as land uses 
there were classified into matters of state, 
regional, and local concern, and the roles 
and responsibilities at each level were 
carefully defined. (The state of Texas 
already has a regional form of government 
in the Council of Governments.) If each 
level were given sufficient authority in its 
area of concern. a suitable land manage
ment program might be developed. 

A common element in all existing state 
plans 1s the gear-up lime needed to map 
out and implement statewide land man
agement. For a program to be operative by 
1980 or 1982, planning must begin today. 

The ques11on of state vs. local control 
must be answered. It is a hard, critical 
issue that the legislators must face. It can
not be sidestepped with a wishy-washy 
compromise. Last, Texas should imple
ment a plan designed for and by its people. 
We are a large, heterogeneous state. A 
copy of another state's plan will not meet 
our needs. The plan must respond to the 
input of urban communities, coastal com
munities, and agricultural communities. It 
must be fitted to the unique needs of this 
state. 

What do we have to lose? Unsightly 
sprawl, an artificially high energy con
sumption system, an overabundance of 
strip development, and an alarming level 
of environmental degradation. 
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ARMSTRONG 
on 

Texas Land Commissioner Bob 
Armstrong is regarded by some as the state's 
most savvy official on land-use policy. In
deed, as we sat down in his office for an in
terview, he l'.'Orned us that he could be ver
bose on the subject. He even asked if we had 
an extra casseue for the recorder. We did. 
And here is just a part of what he had to say: 

Land-use 1s a very soph1st1cated and 
diverse kind of subJeCt when you look at 
an area the size of Texas. So when you go 
to the legislature, or to any governing 
body. I don't thank you have very good 
luck "uh gram.l schemes or programs. 
What I think you <,hould do is isolate 
problems that can be felt or seen and s.,y. 
··what can \\e do that \\Ill help us .,void 
these problems'!" Isolate those problems 
geographical I> 

We did thas at San Antonio, at the first 
governor"s meeting on thas some two-and-
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Land Use 
a-half years ago. and we came up with 
pretty unanimous consensus that the coast 
was a problem area. the river basins and 
lakes were problem areas. the extra
territorial jurisdictions - outside the 
cuies and in populated counties - were 
problem areas. And fourthly, you had a 
problem area which I would call the 
unique geological or ecological situation 
- Edge Falls. Capote Falls, maybe one 
stretch of a free-flowing raver. the 
Sa\\tooth Range. Matagorda Island 

I he coast "a good c,ample bcc.1use the 
\\hole thing i, eas> lo ,cc. You·re talking 
about such things as the shrimp industry. 
or about red fish or trout - something you 
can ascertain as diminishing and then 
maybe assign some causes. And some of 
the causes are in the way we use the land 
adJacent to these productive areas. 

Look at two goals I thank we're begin-

ning to sec in the Coastal Zone Manage
ment program. One is protection or sus
taining of the renewable resource 
capability of that area - water, bay and 
estuarine productivity, shrimping. We 
have the largest shrimp production any
where an the world off the Texas coast; In
dia is a pretty far-back second. And not 
many people realize it but it's not just the 
shrimp that you cat, it's the shrimp that arc 
part of the life cycle of the trout and red 
fish . Then you can convert renewable 
resource capability pretty easily into dol
lars. Shrimping is a $95 million prop
os111on to the state every year. 750,000 
people fish on the coast, and with all the 
money they spend - in bait shops, seaside 
motels. buying beer and everything else -
we now have a $2.1 billion tourist indus
try. 

Given this renewable resource 

Texas Architect 



capabilil> the legislature I think as begin
nang le> see that this 1s somethang that's 
worth doing somethrng aboul. It's not just 
pie 111 the sky. or quality of life, or any
thrng else It's all those to begin with, but 
Just mark all those off and look at it as 
pure financial loss 1f 111advertently we 
destroy these capabilities. You begm to 
get some people's auenuon. And of coun,e 

these lhmgs also appl) 111 the uplands to 
rcnc,,ablc resources like agriculture and 
t11nbcr. This 1s what I, an one speech, 
called "the last piece 111 the puzzle." You 
can do cvcrythang you want to 111 air and 
"ater quality. and in your energy manage
ment. but you have to look al the land as a 
resource, and as a f111ilc resource. 

But then look at the second land-use 
goal, which I characterize as hazard avoid
ance. And agaan, the coast 1s easier 
because it's so clear there. If you locate a 
plant at the head of a bay, and 11·s not 
diked. we know that the hurricanes move 
from seaward in - everything in that bay 
b gomg to end up 111 their lap alter a hur
ricane. Contrast this with mov111g that 
plant over to an upland snc ,\hich ,., away 
from the head of the bay. and you ac
compl 1sh four 1mmcd1atc things you 
avmd the hurricane problems. you're 
hulldrng on a clay ,uh\tructure m"cad of 
\and. you prevent expensive rnaantenancc 
drcdgmg, and you avoid polluuon ot the 
bay 

One of the sub-rules I th111k 1s very im 
portant,.,, "Where you don't need 11, don't 
do it. .. In 95 percent of Wc\t Texa,, 1f you 
JU\t msurc that you do not do something 
by the u,c of your land that would con
taminate an aquifer - with .1 Iced lot. or 
some other effluent - your land-use prob
lems arc ,\hipped It\ ,1ust about that sim
ple. They arc not sub1cct to the same kmds 
of problems. hut the problems arc occa
sioned by conccntrnt1on of population. 
What we have 1s a geographical area in 
Texas, where the populauon concentra
tion 1s there, but there arc no rules. And I 
th111k the legislature feels this; I thank an 
extraterritorial Jurisd1ct1011 bill - on an 
optional basis - may have a chance. I get 
this fcclmg from talk111g to the proposed 
opponents \\ho have been <,ucccssful - the 
Farm Bureau. the rc.lltors. the caulcmcn. 
I thank they're sccrng \omc things - that 
maybe a sens1hlc program that would do 
the thrngs that need to he done would ac
commodate them, maybe 111 the area of 
taxes I'm not sure you do this thrng totally 
w11h regulation, I think you may do II with 
111Ce11llVeS 

Now on these unique areas that need 
pre,ervang- \\hat do you do about these'> 
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"When you have people 
gathered together, you have 
to make rules so they don't 
violate other people's rights 
to enjoy their property. " 

Maybe one approach would be to go to the 
land owner and Just say. "If someone 
makes you a good ofter, gave the state a 
chance to meet 1t." I don't think you 
should go around condcmn111g land for 
parks, but 1f it becomes public, then some
body pays for 11. If the state th1nh It's im
portant enough that these unique areas be 
acquired, then we can probably work it 
out. But this is an approach that will take 
care of that type of concern; it's not basic 
to a land-use bill 

Obstacles 
M> th111king about land-use has con

tinued to gel, and be further defined. as 
we've gone along. It's come as a result of 

the public hearing process wc·ve had 111 
the coastal ,one management area. \\hich 
has hecn ver>· hclptul to 1111: as a pcr'>on in 
government in try111g to sec wh.1t's on peo
ple's mands. The basic feeling 111 r cxas 1!> 
1ust sort of anu-govcrnment And it's first 
anti federal government, and second anti 
state government, and they're not so sure 
about county officials. 

But what I've tncd to make clear to 
them 1s that I ,,grcc with this And so I've 
come up w 1th another th111g which I call 
the lowest common dcno111111ator theory, 
\\h1ch 1s that as long as the problem is ot a 
local nature. 11 should be solved by local 
people I I the problem i, gre,ncr than local 
- the 1ntracoastal waterway. a river basin, 
a flood control proJcct - then you would 
broaden the scope of authority to a larger 
geographical area. 

And let me say this I'm not big on 
zoning And I'm not sure that's going to be 
the approach Maybe you don't draw 
squares on .i map. which has hccn the 
problem with 1on111g, because they've 
been squares on a map, hut the map has 
been a flat map. This square as "Rcs1dcn
t1al" and that square 1s " ll cavy In
dustrial," but you duJn't have the 111put of 
the resource capahil1ty of that square 
\\hen you made your decision What you 
may need 1s to make a "laundry last" of 
things that you don't \\,lilt to do because of 
their bad effect . When you have people 
gathered together, you have to make rules 
so they don't vwlale other people's rights 
to cnJoy 1hc1r property Somebody says. 
"Well you're gonna destroy Ill) private 

property rights." But what you're doing is 
proceccing private property rights. And this 
is a hard thing to explain to the farmer. for 
example, because he thinks you're going to 
tell him where he can build his fences. 

Now the state can do a couple of things 
that I th111k people do not find offensive 
... and one of them is prov1d111g decision 
makers\\ 1th the k111ds of tool!. they need to 
make good decisions. We've discovered 
that maybe the people want to do it (adopt 
land-ust.. measures at the county level), but 
then you sa>. "Well what real capab11lt1es 
do you have to handle this problem'! Do 
you know everything by way of an invento
ry acquired, say, from the sot! conscrva
t1<>11 service·? I lave you looked at what 
another counl} is doing 111 a very soph1st1-
catcd way?" And they say "no ... But they'd 
like to sec II So I think the state could be 
111 the same role they now play in airport 
s1llng 111 providing some capability to 
people who want to do something. 

I th111k the basic problem (if a county 
cho\C not to adopt any enabling leg1slat1on 
that might be passed) would be the effect 
of ., county's inacuon that might do 
violence to an adJ0111111g county - harm
mg its \\,Iler supply, for example - then 
you might sec the state move. But I really 
don't sec that as a problem. At least 1t's an 
isolated problem. 
Pending Legislation 

1 lcnry Jackson's Bill (proposing federal 
land use lcg1slat10n) 1s not really a land 
management plan The federal govern
ment 1s saying we w1ll tund you 1f you will 
engage 111 a process by which a plan can be 
developed. Now. the pr<>cc\s 111volvcs 
public input and hearing\, 11 involves 
public advisory comm1uccs, It involves a 
lot ot common sense ii you do 1t right But 
they don't dictate how you do 11; they 
rccogni,c c.,ch state 1s different. And, con
sequently. I believe you will sec - 1f you 
sec a federal move - that it will he 111 the 
process d1recuon 

The Agnich hill (hy state representative 
Fred Agn1ch) 1s a procCl>!> bill. It directs a 
group of people to Sil down and come up 
with reco111mcndat11ml> to the legislature, 
.,ftcr hold111g public hearing!>, after con
ductrng inventories. and that sort ol thing. 
But what I'm tryang to d o 1s to get people 
to realize that this word "government" is 
as offensive to me as 1t is to them. Let's 
really look and sec who government is, 
because it may well be that if we do our 
Job properly, government is going to be 
"County Judge Jones," the Commis
sioners' Court and its appointees who you 
know and probably see every day at 
coffee. 
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How would you carpet the 
Highland Park Cafeteria? 

----- -------t 

with 
The ultimate in carpet for heavy traffic areas ... Karastan 

... carpet specified by Payne Associates, Inc., 
Lucile Ayres Payne, A.S.I.D., I.D.A. 

for Dallas' famous Highland 
Park Cafeteria. 

reiser and associates 
commercial carpet contractors 

116 Oak Lawn Plaza, 1444 Oak Lawn Ave., Dallas. Phone 741-1861 
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Three Sources 
on Land-Use 

(I) The Use of uind: A Citizen's Policy 
Guide to Urban Growth. Sponsored by the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, this is a com
prehensive study of land-use problems 
and possible solutions on a national scale. 
Examines not only the problems them
selves - technical, legal, administrative 
- but the attitudes of the various publics 
likely to be involved in solutions. Con
cludes, on the basis of hearings and 
analyses conducted nationwide, that 
public sympathies are swinging toward 
protection of resources over protection of 
18th century .. property rights··. Further 
posits the need for a strong "grass-roots" 
input into the development of land-use 
management prerogatives. 318 pages. 
Published in 1973 by Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, New York. Available in most 
bookstores for S3.95. 

(2) Texas uind Use. A factual analysis 
in eight sections commissioned in 1974 by 
the Governor's Division of Planning 
Coordination. The eight sub-volumes in
clude "Historical Perspective", "Prob
lems and Issues" , "Needs for the Future", 
" An Informed Public". Should be availa
ble without charge from the Governor's 
O1v1sion of Planning Coordination, P.O. 
Box 12428, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711. 

(3) Texas uind Resources: Problems and 
Possibilities. "A Report to the 64th Legis
lature" by the Land Use Study Committee 
of the House of Representatives, chaired 
by Waco representative Lyndon Olson. 
Aimed at poinung out "maJor problem 
areas" which include: (a) problems of 
development of unincorporated areas; (b) 
loss of agricultural and open space land to 
development; (c) the role of the state in 
land -use management. Strongly favors 
legislation giving the state primarily an 
advisory role, while empowering county 
governments to regulate land-use on a 
local basis. Touches but lightly on prob
lems of urban and regional planning. In
cludes a review of relevant federal leg1s
lauon, as well as "position papers" by 
groups as diverse as the Dallas Board of 
Realtors, Texas League of Women Voters, 
Good Roads Association, Texas Catholic 
Conference, Farm Bureau, Farmers 
Union, and the Texas Society of 
Architects. Available without charge from 
the office of Rep. Lyndon Olson, P.O. Box 
2910, Austin, Texas 78767. 
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The Newest Twins 
in Town. 

Gerald ht"'5 lr>1c,8$l$.-O,.!\Of, Phdl,p JohnSon & John Burgee. ona S I MoJt11s 
& Assoc -Arehaects. EU.SO. Engincers-Struc:1urar Eng.neers. Zapata WarrtO< 
Construtt01'&-General Con1rac10t 

PENNZOIL PLACE ... 
a unique innovation in steel 
The Twin Trapezoidal Towers of Pennzoil Place will make the 
corporate headquarters of Pennzoil Company one of the most 
unique and innovative structures in Houston. 

Utilizing 14,829 tons of Mosher Steel, it will stand 38 stories 
high and contain 1.8 million square feet of floor space. The three 
dimensional space frames between the Towers give the entire 
block an additional spectacular and functional emphasis. 

Another successful steel innovation . Pennzoil Place 

fflOSHER 
STEEL COMPANY 

ta,riutors 11 stut si1ce 1115 

~ 
~ II"" A Trinlly lndu1tr1e, Company 

HOME OFFICE ANO PLANT 
3910 Wash,ncton Ave • Houston. 
OTHER PLANTS: 
Callas, Lubbock, San Anton,o, 
Shrtveporl, Tyler. 
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The Big Thicket Letdown 
Photos by Roy Hamric 
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By Dr. Pete Gunter 
On October 11, 1974 President Ford 

signed a bill creating a Big Thicket 
Reserve in Southeast Texas. The presi
dent's signature ended a struggle that 
began in 1927, when the first Big Thicket 
Association was formed, and which 
reached a crescendo in the early I 970's. 
Early conservationists had asked for a 
440,000-acre national park in the sprawl
ing thicket wilderness; the national 
biological reserve, by contrast, contained 
84,550 acres. Originally the park concept 
involved a large contiguous area, or at 
least a series of interrelated stream cor
ridors; the biological reserve instead con
sisted of widely separated areas, some 
connected by stream corridors, some not. 
Still, conservationists and many others re
joiced. A portion of the legendary Big 
T hicket had been saved at last. Or had it? 

Unfortunately, the bill signed by the 
president had two flaws. It appropriated 
no money, and it contained no legal 
machinery for taking over the land within 
the preserve boundaries. The verdant 
forests and deep swamps of the Big 
Thicket Reserve were thus left completely 
unprotected. Until the government could 
take possession, the reserve could be bull
dozed, timbered, drained, or even sub
divided. Those concerned with the reserve 
held their breaths, waiting. They had, as it 
turns out, not long to wait. 

It is not accurate to say that the wilder
ness has been left completely unprotected. 
The large lumber companies (Southland; 
Time, Inc.; Kirby; Champion and others) 
have agreed to a cutting moratorium on 
the more than 40,000 acres which they 
jointly own within the Big Thicket 
Reserve. To date they have observed that 
moratorium with gratifying consistency. 
The problem now lies with the smaller 
landowners, many of whom fear 
(needlessly) that they will not be paid for 
their land, a few of whom claim that they 
will cut their timber for sheer spite. 
(There are few houses wi thin the preserve; 
the struggle is over timberland, not home
sites.) As much as half of the unique 
wilderness area could be lost, therefore, 
unless Congress moves quickly. 

The ink was hardly dry on Big Thicket 
legislation before reports of destruction 
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began to come in. Each of the units in the 
preserve had been selected for its parucu
lar sort of plant life. in order to preserve a 
specimen of at least one of every kind of 
ecosystem out of the Thicket's incredible 
biological diversity. First to suffer from 
destruction was the Hickor} Creek Savan
nah. an upland area containing many rare 
plants. A real estate promoter brush-hog
ged almost half Its acreage to build a 
trailer park. Next came a region of virgin 
creekbottom hardwoods in the south end 
of the Turkey Creek Unit; its owner tim
bered the hardwoods. it was said, out of 
spite. 

Similar destruction has occurred else
where. An oilwell road has been pushed 
into the recesses of the L,1nce Ro:.,er Unit 
(Result· A dry hole) River lrontagc ha'> 
been umbered along the Neches. ,.,,hose 
corridor, from Dam B on the north clear 
down to the Beaumont city limits, was to 
be protected. Huge cypress and ,,ater oaks 
have toppled along the Pine Island Bayou 
corridor. west of the Neches. Meanwhile. 
rumors of ne,, subdivision:. and plans for 
drainage of the area drift acrms the south
east Te>.as woodlands. What next'? Where 
next'1 What will be lclt'? 

The ans,.,,er to all such ques11ons. and 
the resolution of profound and .rustilied 
anxieties over the future ol the 81g 
Thicket Reserve hes ,n the hands of Con
gress. 1n Washington Congressmen 
Charles Wilson and Bob l:.ckhardt have 
introduced legislation to protect the en
dangered reserve b) making it possible for 
the government to take posse:.s1on 
Legislation. however. moves :.lm.,,ly Bull
dozers. powcrsaws do not. The time for 
action dawn:. - again. 

Dr. Gunter is chairman of the Big Thicket 
Coordinating Committee and professor of 
philosophy at North Texas State Universiry 
in Denton. 

May/June 1975 
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The following was writren by former U.S. 
Senator Ralph Yarborough, who adds, " We 
need the aid of the architects of Texas, a pro
fession dedicated to a more beautiful and 
livable environment, to help us save the Lit
tle Remnant of the Big Thicket." 

Dr. Pete Gunter's excellent article 
detailing the widespread and <,,tvage 
assaults by man on the small and fragile 
remnants of the thicket m the new n,1twnal 
preserve (totaling only 84.500 acre'> out ol 
a Big Thicket onginall) 3.500.000 acres 
in site, and still embracing l.'i00,000 
acres as late as the I 930's), tell!, 1t like 1t 
was a few weeks ago, but the '>llmllion 1s 
even worse on this March 31. 1975. 

Unfortunately, all the maJor lumber 
companies and pulp pine pulverizers did 
not observe the tree-cutting moratorium, 
not even after President Ford signed The 
Big Thicket Bill last October. A case in 
point is widespread cutting by Champion 
Company in the Big Sandy Creek Preserve 
area late last year and this year; some 
reliable reports say 2,000 to 3,000 acres of 
it were criss-crossed by their new logging 
roads until II looked like a checkerboard 
on the land. Their excuse was .. umber hec
tic infestation." You let conscrvatu,n1sts 
or park authonucs map out ,1 park area 
and lumber companies can smell umber 
beetle mfestatum (an excuse tor cutting 
dcstructmn) further than a blue tick 
hound can smell a hot coon on a damp 
summer night in the Neches River bot
toms. 

But that isn't all; certain forces arc try
ing to create the South Hardin County 
Drainage District No. I containing 345 
square miles in the Southern Part of Har
din County (38 1/2%- of Hardin County's 
total area of 897 square miles). This pro
posed Drarnage District would include the 
preserve's Lance Rosier Uni t , the Beau
mont Unit, and the Little Pine Island Unit, 
a total of over 34,000 acres of the choicest 
parts remaining of the original Big 
Thicket, including Black Creek , Jackson 
Creek , several other creeks and ecological 
ge1m in these last Big Thicket remnants. If 
created, what the Drainage District would 
do to land. streams, trees and other plants 
would make the lumber companies look 
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"The proponents of cutting 
and draining say it is their 
American right to make a 
profit. Quite true, but .. . " 

like patron saints of conservation. The 
Drarnage District would vote some fold
ing money out of the taxpayers' pockets 
into their contracts to scrape off, cut, 
ditch, drarn and destroy the land. Of 
cour,e ii all the vegetation were cut off, 
the> would need all those expensive 
ditche, to handle the water. 

'l he good people ol 11 ard 111 County have 
rail ied ag.11n<,t th1<, lolly. and twice Ill 

Man.:h the Cml1m1<,s1oner<, Court of H.ir
din County ha<, turned down this scheme 
to u-,e the I lard111 County taxpayers' 
money to make money for a few. 

But the promoters aren't through; they 
have their minions poised in the H ouse 
and Senate of the Texas Legislature, wait
ing on their starting blocks like high 
school sprinters at a tryout trying to make 
the first team, to pump bills in the hopper 
to give the promoters first bulldozing 
rights at 345 square miles of Hardin 
County Territory. I f they continue to fail 
to bulldoze their bulldozing plan through 
the Hardin County Commissioners Court, 
they plan to try it on the Texas Legisla
ture. 

Hardin County total area is 87.6%- com
mercial forest, Tyler County-94''f: Polk 
County-82.6"f, Jasper County-90.2% 
( 1974 75 Tcxa<, Almanac, page 123) . 
These arc the lour counties 111 which 
nearly all of the 81g Thicket Preserve is 
located 

The proponents of cutting and draining 
say that it is their American right to make 
a profit. Quite true, but in the four coun
ties named, there are 2,174,180 acres in 
forested producing land now. Is it too 
much to ask the destroyers of the Thicket 
to cease and desist from their destruction 
of this pitiful 84,500-acre remnant of a 
once bountiful heritage, that the people of 
Texas and the nat ion want to save for this 
and all succeeding generations? 

Let the destroyers of the past come for
ward and join hands with the conserva
tionists to save this remnant, so that all 
together can say in the Centennial year of 
1976: "America, we arc gratefu I for the 
Country you gave us in 1776 - we will 
prove the Country of our gratitude by sav
ing this symbolic little remnant of it for 
you to see in 2 I 76 A.O." 
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And Now a Little Thicket 

Photos by IArry Paul FuUer 
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While sensitive people can only despair 
at the continued pillage of the Big 
Thicket, a proposal has surfaced for a 
"Little Thicket" virtually in the heart of 
the state capitol - 400 acres of unspoiled 
woods, creeks, limestone canyons and 
wildlife which can still be preserved if the 
citizens working on the project are given 
enough help, soon enough, by government 
agencies, private individuals and founda
tions. 

The proposal, initiated by an Austin 
group called NOW OR NEVER, would 
create the Wild Basin Wilderness Park 
along the crooked bed of Bee Creek im
mediately west of metropolitan Austin. 
Having researched their territory, the 
organ1zauon posits live major arguments 
for establishing a public w1ldernness: 

.. l. Aest hetic: In the rugged tree
covered slopes to the west of Lake Austin, 
steep-walled ravines lead into the bed of 
Bee Creek, a clear-running strelm, some
times dry in parched summer months. 
When the creek is running, waterfalls and 
clear deep pools dot its route into Lake 
Austin. Only one house, located on the 
outer rim of the potential park, intrudes 
into a true wilderness of trees, shrubs, 
wild nowers and abundant animal life. 

··2. Environmental: A 400 acre wilder
ness of trees and plants has a beneficial 
effect on the climate of the surrounding 
area, cleansing the air of pollutants and 
cooling the atmosphere as the winds blow 
across. It is believed that all wild animals 
native to Travis County can be found 
within the Basin, including some rare and 
endangered species, such as the Golden 
Cheeked Warbler, which nests in cedar 
brakes abundant in the hills. Plant life is 
also varied, abundant and interesting due 
to the merger of tropic and temperate 
zones along the Balcones Escarpment with 
a resultant mixture of plants indigenous to 
each. Wild Basin is rugged country, and 
the dense ground and tree cover on the 
slopes prevents erosion of what little soil 
there is, providing recharge areas for 
springs and aquifers, as well as preventing 
flooding and sedimentatio n in Lake 
Austin. 

"3. Scientific: With its varied plant and 
animal life, the Wild Basin is a valuable 
o utd oor la boratory for the natural 

sciences, readily accessible to T he Univer
sity of Texas and to public and private 
schools in the area. It would supplement 
those environmental areas of the State 
al ready avai lable for scientific investiga
tion in the Coastal area, the Big Bend and 
the Big Thicket by providing a third, com
pletely different composition of nora and 
fauna along the Balcones Escarpment. 

"4. Economic: Unless the Wild Basin is 
established as a wilderness park before 
completion of Loop 360 south and west of 
Austin, the area probab ly will be 
developed into small subdivisions, as indi
cated by present ownership of mostly 15-
to 20-acre tracts. Yet development of sub
divisions here would be expensive to 
builder and homeowner alike because of 
the engineering required to contend with 
the underlying rock structure, lack of top
soi I and steep slope. It would also be ex
pensive to the Austin taxpayer: sewer and 
water lines would have to be blasted 
through solid rock; control of high volume 
water runoff from steep slopes whose tree 
cover has been replaced by roads and 
houses, would require constant mainte
nance, as would upkeep of roads on those 
slopes, and increased sedimentation in 
Lake Austin (necessitating more frequent 
dredging and affecting the health of the 
lake). 

··s. Recreational: In addition to the 
value of Wild Basin as an outdoor 
laboratory for the natural sciences, a hik
ing trail along Bee Creek to Loop 360, 
then down the Loop to the Barton Creek 
Pathway planned as a part of Austin's Bi
centennial Celebration, would provide a 
link with the present pathway along Town 
Lake, so that a complete circle of more 
than ten miles through beautiful country, 
much of it untouched by development, 
would be possible." 

The Clock la Ticking 

Can the wilderness be saved? It is possi
ble, according to our guide, Mrs. Janet 
Poage of NOW OR NEV ER, but the first 
stages of the rescue will have to happen 
fast. There arc twenty tracts of privately 
owned land involved, and, while most of 
the landowners have agreed to sell or 
donate their parcels to developers of the 
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park. three ot them \\,tnl their n111nc) right 
awa) . Othcrna,c. lhC) plan to go ahead 
\\ llh con,truction ol home .. on the propcr
t) Something liJ..c ~M).()()() " ncc<lc<l 10 
hold thc,c parcel,, and Mr, Poage !>.lid 
1ha1 the T ru,t tor Puhhc I.and ., San Fran
ca,co ,1tt1ha1c ol the Ford Foun<la11on. h,I\ 
tcnt.111, cl) .,greed 111 ,uppl) the tun<l,. 
pro"u.k<l the) gel ., "ltrm commitment" 
lrom loc,11 ,111<l ,tatc ,1uthori1ic, that the 
,, i l<lcrne,, pro1cct ,, 111 he carnet.I lo com. 
plclion. 

Such .1 comm11mcn1 ha, not )l'I 
nw11.:ra,11t,e<l. <lc,pitc pmithc rc,1c1i11n, h) 
in<li\i<lual ollici.1b ,vho rccogn11c the 
\,aluc ot the pro1cc1. A recent .111c111p1 10 
pcr,ua<lc the I r,I\" Count) Co111-
mi,,1oner, 111 help unJenHlll' lhl' fMrJ.. 
,,a, met "ith the rc,1\:111111 th,11 "1,cople 
t.1011·1 ,,.1111 ,1 \\ll<lerne", the) \\,1111 recrca-
111111 area, .. - i.e. pknac 1,1hlc .,ml c.1111p 
!lite,. 111111orh1J..e 1r.11ls, etc. 1111:) ,11e 
rccon'l<lcrang nm,. ho\\ e, er. h,I\ 111g hccn 
JclugeJ ,, ith phone c,al 1-. I rom tx'opk "ho 
cmpha11call) do ,,am .1 \\ll<lerne'>'. 

\\c \l.irte<l out," -..11<l ~fr, Poage. 
111111!..ing thi, would hc .1 ">implc 1h111g -

lh,ll ,ill \\C ,,oul<l h,l\e 111 Jo"·" pro,a<le 
antorm,llwn 111 the cit) unJ count). \\ith 
the C.1pi1ol Arca Planning Council ,11:11ng 
'" c11orJ111.11or. ,ind they \\oulJ pick it up 
and go ,, ith it:· That ha., not proved the 
ca,e. \1 r, . Poage and her colleagues ha-.e 
hccrnne in,olveJ in ,, complic.11cJ ,trug
glc \\ho,c ,uccc" '"II depend 11111 onl) on 
1he1r cmn continued ,c.11 hut on the ,up· 
port ul other people ,,ho \alue the ,<lea ot 
-WO .,ere, ol "l.i1tle l hickct" - a-. op· 
po,e<l to hou,c,. tence,. road,. ,111<l -.c,,cr, 
- l1tc.!r,,II) \\llhin C)e,hut ot the 'I e\,I\ 
St,IIC ( .1p1111I. 

\n e,ccllent ,lade.! pre,c.!nl;llmn on •he 
\\ 1l<l 13.1,in ha, hccn a\,cmhle<l, .m<l tx'r· 
,on, \\ i,hing •o ,cc ll. or tu learn more 
ahout the project. or 111 lend ,upporl. 
'>hould cont,ll.l \1 r, Ron,1l<l 1-luJ,on, 
prc.!\ldcnt ol \;()\\ OR '\ I \ LR . ,ll :!805 
llatlc) Orhc \u,1111 Tc,," 7874fl. lier 
phone" (51:!) J:!7-0M7. 
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Voices of 
The People 

S1.11e,, it.le I.ind rc-,ourcc management. 
\\Ith ,uh,1ant1,1l local control. Ill the top 
kgl'>l,11t\e priorit) ol f:nvironmcntal Ac
tion tor I e,a, ,ind the Te,as Comm11tce 
1111 ~.1tur,1I Rc,ourcc,. The hoard, ol thc,e 
.,,11 c11i1cn group'> arc compo,cJ ol 
le,,dcr-. trom ., hroa<l ,egmc111 ol Tc.!\.I'> 
cm irc,nmcntal 11rg.1ni,a1ion,. The) arc 
h.1d111g the l •• 1ml Rc,ourc.:c, Stud} \ct. 
11 .B 11 tX. h) Rep. l·rc<l \~111ch 111 
l),all,1,. ,1hhough •hi\ hill cont.1111, 1111 
p111, 1 1011 1111 1111plemcn•.11111n 111 ., 
m,111agc111cn1 progr,1111 . 

I he I one St.tr C h.1p1cr ol the \1crr,1 
Cluh pt,,cc.!~ ,I l11gh prtor••) on lcg1'1,11111n 
"h1ch \\ould pcrn111 c11un11e, to conduct 
land 111.111.1gcmcn1, 1u,1 ·" citic, t.lo Ito\\ . 
Coun•) m,111agemcnt Joe, no• 1mpl) an) 
contl1c• \\llh ,1.1te management in area!> ot 
critic.al ,1.11e concern. l he ccmclu,ion lo 
he a-.c11<lc.!<l ,,. \\ e·"c perm111cJ coumy 
land m,111a~wmcnt. ,ind. 1hcrctorc. '"c can 
lorgel .ihou• o•her land lcg,.,lallon tor a 
te,, )ear, .. 

Coastal Management 
\ hroat.1 ,pel.trum ol c1111cns. hu!>ines!>. 

and gmernmcntal group'> i, ,uppor•ing the 
Tc,a ... Co.t'>lal ~1.,nagemen• Program. 
alrc,,d) undcrn,I), I hi, program ,1pplae, 
lo 1,,cn•)-,i, coun•ic,, under the J1rcc•ion 
ot •he c.iencr.11 I .111d 0111cc. and h,l"t tund
mg 11"i\t,111c;e lrom the lc.!dcral govcrn-
111cn1. 

I he oh1cc1he, ol the Co,l\t,11 .\fanagc
mc111 Program arc: ( I ) •11 develop a 
comprchcn,i,e .i,-.e,smcn1 ol coa!>t.il 
re,ourcc-. ,ind the an11c1pa•c<l demand<, on 
tho,e rc,ourcc,: (:!I to formulate altcrna-
11ve management program., ,, h1ch rel) 
princ1pall) upon private market torces 
and which ,1',urc hal.1nccJ and orderly 
Jcn•lopmc•nt :,long •he coa,1. ('\) •o make 
recommendation!> 10 the I cg,-.lature con
cerning .ihcrna11,c management program, 
on •he h.1'>1\ ot 111torma11on de, eloped ;111J 
continuous puhlic part1c1p.i•ion. 

Among the group, .,upport111g th1' con
cept are I c,a, l-nv1ronmcn•al Coalition, 
I c.1gue ol \\ omen Voter, ol Te:1.,1<,, T CX,l'> 
Comm11tcc; on atur.11 Rc-.ourcc,. Sierra 
Uuh I I DuPont <le cmour, (o. I c,a, 
Shrtmp \\\cx:iation. Tc·rn!> M1J Con11nen• 
Oal ant.I Ci.I\ ,\,,ocia•ion. ,lll<l L lllOn c.,r
hi<lc Corporu11on. lhc fir,• lour groups 
h,I\ e prepared <lctailcJ pohcy sta•cmcn1s. 

t'or the land, of the cn11rc ,talc. Rep 
Agnich''> II B I 148 cover, ,uh\t,11111all) 
the .,,,me tir,1 l\\o ob.1cc11vcs a, the Coa,1al 
\fanagemcnt Program 1 he hill \\oult.1 
create a ,e"en-pcr,on comn11,,1on IC> pre
pare an 11wentor) .ind pl,111 for 1 .. n<l!> m 
this :.tatc I he cmnm1S!>1on would he com
P<>'>Cd ol the Comml\\loncr ol Agrac.ulturc. 
Allorne)' (Jcnernl. Comnfr,,ioner ol the 
(,cneral I.and 0111cc. •wo appointee, hy 
•he GO\ crnor. one appo1111cc h) the l l 
Governor. and one ap()(11111ec h) the 
Spc.ikc.!r 

Inventory Not Enough 

~111,1 cnv1ronmc111.il group, \\oul<l like 
to sec more.! than a mere inventory and 
plan . l hey hcltcve 1ha1 the ,1a1c '>houl<l 
al,11 lmtcr implementation of the plan. 
I he) 1 .. v11r tun<l,ng .. s.,. .. • .. nc.:c trom •he 
leder,al go\ernmcn• hecau\C the s1,11c ma) 
othcn, i,e prove 1011 par\lmoniou, lei 

launch an 11nplcmen1a11on program. either 
coa\lal or ,1.11e" iJc. 1 herclore. thC) sup 
port the approach 111 •he l and Re<,ourcc, 
Plan111ng A'>'>l"ttancc Act. hy Senator I len 
r) M Jad.,on. of \\la.,hington . and II R 
'\'\ 10. h~ Rep,. \1orr1' LJall. ol 4\r11ona. 
,111<l \Ian \1eclma11. ol I c,a,. 

Ever} )Car. '"c '>c.!e prime agricultural 
land hcing con,umcd hy urh,111 ,pra\\ I. and 
lloo<lplain, hc,1 ,u11c<l tor lorc,tr) and 
recreation hc.!ing intruded upon h> 
commercial .ind hou,,ng <levelopmcrw,. 
all hcc,1use \\C have ,111.ircll) ,I'> lo "'ho 
hu1h.h \\h,11 \\here. ·1 he onl) c:1.ccp•ion " 
'"ithin the houndarics ol citie, \\htch e:1.cr
cl\e •heir c,i\ling ragh•, lo plan for 
<lcvclopmcnl in an order!) tash1on 

I• i, cruca.il 1ha1 r e'<an, at lea,• estah
li,h a h.i,c ,.,h,ch ,qll enahlc con,1:.1cn11ou-. 
de\clopcr, and public olt1c1ah •o guide 
land <levelopmen• 111 •he <l1rec•111n'> "h1ch 
arc lea,1 damaging 10 the public 1111crc,1. 
and mo,1 ,upportl\e ol •he public need'>. 
11 .B. 1148 \\ould accompli~h 1ha1 ~•cp 

TIIIS summary of citizens' actions 0,1 

behalf of ra11011al land-use was wriuen by 
Ned Fritt., dwirman of the Texas Commiuee 
on Natural Resomces, 4144 Cochran Road, 
DaUos, Texas 75209. 
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"regional planning" impetus creates 

new directions 

May/June 1975 

for architects 
By Ray Reece 

Land-use planning is not a new 
phenomenon. It has occurred for centuries 
in Europe and for millennia in parts of 
Asia and the Middle East. To a lesser ex
tent. it has been happening in the U.S. and 
even in Texas - through grants of royal 
or public lands, homestead programs. 
government exercise of eminent domain, 
zoning laws and other means - since 
before the American Revolution. Still. un
ul about a decade ago. the term ··1and
use·· wa<, a<, foreign to mo<,t Texans a, the 
face ot the Shah of I ran J\lmv 11 1s be111g 111-
tensel)- discussed not only 111 the Mth Leg
islature but 111 corporate boardrooms. 
ranch headquarters. and drugs tores on 
rural townsquares. Indeed. those folks 
w11h their cars to the ground are definllely 
hearing some hoofbeats 1n the distance: 
land-use planning (or more pol11ely. land 
resource management) is com111g to us all, 
as surel> as the storms of spring. and so arc 
11s correlatives. urban and regional 
design. 

In and of themselves. land-use plann111g 
and urban regional design (for conve
nience, we shall lump these 111to the s111gle 
term "regional planning") arc neither 
good nor evil T hat quesuon depends on 
,,ho 1s doing the planning on behalf of 
whom. What 1s clear 1s that there will be 
more plann111g. that 111 order to succeed 11 
will have to be comprehensive and 
systematic. and that. therefore. It ,, ii I In
creas111gl> be administered at one level or 
another of governmem - because (I) that 
i'> the onl> social cntit} ,,e have ,,hich is 
neutral enough to carr} out the planning 
on an equ1table basis; and (2) onl} govern
ment ,, ii I have the financial and adm1111s
trativc resources to study. 111111atc and 
manage the complex programs which suc
cessful regional plannmg will demand. 

Of the 111) riad arts and professions 
dcsuned to be 1nnuenced b> the evolution 
of regional planning, architecture and the 
allied d1sc1phnes arc very near the top. 
T he logic of this arises in part from a u111-
que parallel between the nature of "hat 

Don Dillard 

architects do and the nature of the 
regional planning process. Perhaps the 
one best term to apply to this parallel is 
systematic. Whether planning a city or 
designing a shopping center, "it's the old 
idea of think111g through a problem," says 
Waco architect Don Dillard. assistant to 
the cit) manager there in charge of plan
n111g. And "thinking through a problem," 
in particular the utilization of physical 
space, 1s precisel> ,vhat the architect has 
been trained to do. T racy Watson, of the 
Austin Plann111g Department, elaborates: 
"The onl)- difference between an architect 
and an urban planner 1s that the architect 
works 111 a microcosm. while the planner 
works 111 a macrocosm ... 

The growth ol regional plann111g. then. 
1s certain to change the role of the 
arch11cct in Texas. has begun already to 
change 11, and the character of this change 
will obta111 pnmanl> from the broadening 
role of government referred to above. At 
the federal level, according to Don 
Dillard. the Department of Housing and 
Urb,1n Development (H UD) is presently 
adm111istering a nc" "community develop
ment bi II "h1ch transfers to Cit 1es a lot of 
rcspons1bil1t> not formerly theirs and sets 
up f:11rl> m1ct guidelines for getting 
federal money." These guidelines require 
a constant review and adjustment of urban 
pro.1ects. thus generating a variety of nc,, 
roles tor the arch11ect both as designer and 
design-administrator. At the same time. 
says Dillard, there arc recently hatched 
programs under the Comprehensive 
l:.mployment Training Act (CETA) 
"hereby architects can tram (or retrain) 
for spcc1llc design I unctions w11h111 public 
agencies. 

Man> ol the nc" "public opportu11111cs" 
tor architects are emerging under the aegis 
of me, 11able trends tm~ard protection of 
the cnv1ronmcnt and conservation ot 
resources .. Roles related to conserving 
encrg> in physical design and develop
ment arc as yet virtually untapped," says 
Dillard. There arc scores of new agencies 
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and procedures public housing 
authorities. urban renewal offices. plan
ning divisions in state and local govern
ment. A-95 (environmental) reviews for 
funds d1\bur,ed through regwnal Councils 
of Government (COGS) One new bureau. 
the Communit)- De\elopmcnt Agency. has 
prung up onl)- this )Car. "and every city 

in Tcxa, ""' prohahl) h,1vc one hetorc 
long." Th" alone. ,,1}' D1ll,1rd, "rcprc
~nt-, dotCll\ ol fl'•tcn11.il llC\\ cltcnt or 
cmplo)cr, nl arch1tl'cb, ,ind their num
hcr-. \\ ill mcrc.1\e "1th the mcrc,1l>Cd tu11J -
1ng tor ,,dmml\tcrmg 11nd 1110n1tor111g 1hc1r 
pro1ccl\, It'., up to thc 11rch11ect to c,i.plorc 
thc,c nc\, ,;en icc necds and 1111 the g.1ps 
\\h1ch the) prmidc." 

In ,1dd111011 to ,1c1ual Jc,1gn \\ork. there 
I'> a grm,ing demand tor invc-.1igatorl, and 
\\ritcr, ot model development plam,. im
pact l>Wlement,. and technical cn11quei.. 
An e,peeiall> lertile area. says Dillard. 1i. i 
architectural and regional design ~ 
re)Carch. Be idei. the challenges of in
cubating and appl)-1ng alternauve sources J 
ol energy and related ,tructural theory. ~ 
"much exii.ting urban-design re,earch hai. j 
hecn done m other parts of the country Q;; 

and doei.n't reall> appl) to Texas So right 
here 1, a tremendoui. potential for Te>.as 
architects to \\Ork with c111e in exploring 
re,earch areas. There I'> poi.,ihly a role for 
TSA in thii.. along with colleges and 
un1versitiei.." 

Students ol architecture. too, stand to 
gain trom the impetus to\\ard public 
de,1gn. "Thc<.e agencies,'' ay, Dillard, 
" provide new opportun111es tor students to 
experience ·real world situations' to com
plement their clai.sroom \\ork They need 
to he made a"are of the changes occurring 
in that world and to participate Ill those 
changes. with their m,n design ideas. 
\\hile they're still in school ." 

Design Democracy 

One of the changes to which Dillard 
rcler, i, a tcndenc)- toward ··c111zen part1c-
1p.tl1on in planning. "lo longer can proj
ecb he de,,gncd m ·cto ed door' s11ua
t1011-. N,m there are public hearing re
quirement, and comm111cc review<, More 
.ind n10re the urban de ign and devclop-
111cn1 ot our communi11es \\111 involve the 
c1111cns. I he puhl11: i, becoming the 
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'client.' and this means a whole new set of 
approachei. and techniques which the 
arch11cc1 has to put together " 

A case m point is the urban planning 
program m Fort Worth. Smee 1969. ac
cording to Patricia Lewis of the C1ty Plan
ning Department. Fort Worth has been 
committed to " planning tor the people" 
through the logical me,m, ot involving the 
people III pl.11111ing. Culling their progrnm 
" c1:tor pl:111n111g," M I C\\ 1, und her col 
lc.1guc h,1\C d1-.1ded the Cit) 111111 13 e~
'>Cnt1,1ll} homogcncou pl,111nmg tone,, or 
~cctor,. "l:..1d1 sector c111l\tilutc'> ,I pli1n -
111ng ure.1 111 lt\elt. h 1s l,1rgc enough to 
,illcm complete l.ic1hl) planning,'' but 
,m.111 cnough to enable citi1ens to help 
plan detail!> like bike\\U)S and restoration 
of h1l>tonc buildings in their neighbor
hooth. 

Sector Meetings 

"Al sector meetings," says Ms. Lewis, 
" we provide basic data to the citizens. 
educating them as to planning principles 
We show them projections. give them ex 
amples ol "hat is planned for o ther sec
tor,. and !>ho" them \\hat can happen to an 
unplanned neighborhtx,d . such as one
famil) re,idence, l!uddcnly faced with 
he,1\ > 111du\lr) coming m We point out 
the ,1dvantagei. of planning for buffer 
,one-.. trait 1c llow. green belts Participa
tion varie\ lrom i.cctor to sector. but let 
me ,trei,l, that those auendmg arc elected 
representatives who furnish direct input 
from neighborhood organizauom,. All 
race!> paruc1patc." 

With six years ol experience behind her. 
Ms. LC\\IS 1s more persuaded than ever by 
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"Several sectors have told the engineers they want to put the 
emphasis on people, not cars. " 

this ··advocacy" approach lo planning. 
.. From what I have observed, a staff of 
professional planners who know how lo 
ulllize the experience, insight, and native 
intelligence of the average citizen should 
be able to produce a truly comprehensive 
general plan supported by the people." 
Furthermore, ··when the citizens become 
informed. they provide a countervailing 
power to the ·old line' policy-making 
agencies. Several sectors, for example, 
have told the engineers that they want to 
put emphasis on people, not cars. In other 
words, no more freeways - more 
pedestrian and bike trails and public 
lransportatton. They also expect the 
developers to provide a more responsible 
ulllizatio n of the land and higher quality 
development." 

Two other Texas cilles employing ··ad-

Pat uwis 
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vocacy planning" are Austin - whose 
"Austin Tomorrow" program has just 
yielded a remarkable new "Goals Docu
ment" setting oul in detail the resulls of 
two years' work by nearly 3,000 "citizen 
planners·· - and Don Dillard's Waco. In 
addition to the ··waco Horizons 2000" 
program , which will maximize citizen in
pul, Dillard cites a number of other proj
ects in his domain exemplifying new op
portunities in "public architecture." A 
Model Cities Program several years ago 
"employed architects-in-training in 
various agency staff functions," while 
"private architects produced a user-needs 
study in housing, as well as a body of ur
ban design concepts for Waco." The 
Model Cilles operation spun off an Urban 
Design Center "headed by an architcct-111-
training w11h a private architect as consul-
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lanl on an hourly basis." A professional 
architect has also been retained by the 
local Housing Authority lo help solicit 
and review bids from contractors for a 
"high-rise for the elderly." In approaching 
the construction of the Waco Freedom 
Fountain, the city held a "design charette 
where private architects brainstormed 
with citizens and staff members from city 
agencies." A similar charette in connec
llon with a project on Lake Brazos was 
sponsored by the Waco Planning Depart
ment and the local Chapter of A JA. 

Optimism 

These and other instances of potentia l 
new directions for Texas archi tects - all 
in response to global imperatives for 
systematic regional planning - leave Don 
Dillard with a sense of optimism and a 
taste for confronting new frontiers ... The 
possibilities," he says. " are more exciting 
than most people realize. And the whole 
thing is a two-way street. While we, as 
architects, learn more about our new roles 
in the public arena, we'll also be having a 
tremendous influence, by performing 
these roles, on the attitudes of the public 
as to what the architect is and should be 
doing." 
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Masonry 
Works 
The men on the wall know masonry works 
... they know it works because each hand 
held, hand assembled unit is a piece of 
precision. The contractor on the job knows 
masonry works because he's seen enough 
of the competing wall products. These 
men all know something you should ... 
masonry is better. From the Texas clay pits 
to its final nitch in the wall ... masonry 
undergoes a horror chamber of testing, 
checking and measuring, making it the 
world 's toughest building product. As the 
walls go up ... soft curves, and strong 
angles emerge in warm earth tones that 
can be load bearing ... features that our 
competitors can't match. If you would like 
to learn why masonry is durable, energy 
conserving and less expensive without 
going to the construction site . .. you can 
find out from the Texas Masonry Institute, 
Post Office box 9391, Fort Worth, Texas, 
76107 . .. or you can learn the hard way 
and construct your next building out of 
something other than masonry. 

Northeaat Campus, Tarrant County Junior College 
Owners: Tarrant County Junior College District 
Architects: Preston M Geren and Associates 
General Contractor: GIimore and Walker, Incorporated 
Mason Contractors: Fenimore and Blythe, Incorporated 

Gregory and Associates, Incorporated 
Contrlbullng membtr c1tle1 · 
Oallu. Fon Wonh. Waco, San An!onlo, Corpu1 Chrllli 

li!xas 
masonry 
Institute 
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Using the 
Land for Fun 

By Larry Paul Fuller 

Will Rogers' old maxim about creation 
- the good I ord's makin' more people, 
but he atn't makin' no more land -:- also 
appltc, very well to the mauer of recrea
tion. For I cxans, growing in number as we 
arc, still cl111g by and large to the notion 
that tun - good clean fun - is best had 
out in God's country (or the "Big Coun
try," or the "great outdoors," or the "wide 
open spaces") where the sun shines bright 
and the air is pure. We're outdoorsy folk, 
from way back. But of course more and 
more of the outdoors becomes indoors, 
with time and growth. Indeed we have no 
more land 1n the making, and what land 
we do have 1s, 111 a sense, "shrinking." 

So the rising demand for outdoor 
recreation ,pace becomes an important 
factor 111 land-use planning. And the mat
ter 1s complicated further by the fact that 
"outdoor recreation" has different mean-
111gs, depending on who is having the fun. 
Hence we recognilc the varied - and 
often conll1cting - interests of doers and 
lookers, birdwatchers and decrslayers, 
hikers and bikers, boaters and fishers and 
swimmers. We have players of everything 
from hopscotch to polo. And when it 
comes to recreation areas, we all have 
different concepts of the ideal outdoor 
space. 

Meeting Texas' outdoor recreation 
needs, then, becomes a matter of 
priorities, as in the case of all land-use 
planning. The man charged with assessing 
and monitoring Texans' outdoor recrea
tion priorities 1s Ron Thuma, head of the 
Comprehensive Planning Branch of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 
Thuma and his 3 7-person staff of recrea
t10n planners, geographers and resource 
econombts now have in draft form the 
massive ten-volume Texas Ourdoor Recrea
rion Plan, a product of several years of ex
tensive research into the recreation habits 
and needs of Texans. "There arc two sides 
to our basic analysis," Thuma said. "One 
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1s looking at demand - what the people 
actually want in the way of recreation. 
now and in the future - and the other is 
looking at supply - what is actually 
available. Then we compare the two to see 
1f there is a deficit or suplus of facilities." 

The plan includes a down-10-the-las1-
p1cnic table inventory of the state's public 
.md private recreation facilities and incor
porates data from some 15,000 home in
terviews and 8,000 on-site interviews 
regarding outdoor recreation habits and 
preferences. Data were utilized in a highly 
,ophisticated analytical forecasting model 
10 predict needs of the state through the 
year 2000. The document received 
plaudits from the "Feds," qualifying 
r exas for funds under the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund Act, and will be the 
hasis for decisions regarding )late park 
development and administration of 
lcderal money for park projects at the 
tederal, state and local levels. 

"The plan is what we consider a very 
viable, nexible document," Thuma said. 
" It's going to change and be amended con
tinually as things happen." With the docu
ment now in draft form, emphasis is shift
mg toward implementation or "rattling 
the bushes - going out to work with the 
various agencies (cg., Corps of Engineers, 
I orest Service. COGs) to stimulate them 
to meet what we feel are the future needs." 

In terms of land, "future needs" means 
" more of it." The Plan indicates some 
220,000 additional acres of developed 
recreation lands are needed by 1980, 
c11her through acquiring new lands or 
developing lands already set aside for 
public uses. As for water acreage, which 1s 
involved in 43 percent of all recreation 
uctivity in Texas, requirements arc ex
pected to grow moderately through the 
yc.ir 2000. 

rhe current situation in Texas finds us 
v. 1th less than one percent of the state's 
total acreage designated as recreation 
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Source: Texas Outdoor Recreation Plan, 
"State Summary," March 18, 1975 
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land, ol which 46 percent is located in one 
1,olated 5-count) region of WC!>l 1 e,a,. 
And more th,111 95 percent ol the ~late·~ 
rcc.:rc,1111111,ll \\,Iler 1, located in rural 
11re,1~ llo\\C\Cr, the gre.11e" recreational 
nee<l, arc in the C,htcrn half of the state in 
urban .ircas an<l along the coast. Hence, 
despite Tc>.as· abundant suppl) of natural 
resources. there 1s an uneven distribution 
of recreation lands m relauon to maJor 
population centers. Another complicaung 
factor is that. w11h less than two percent of 
Te>.as· land owned b) the state, increasing 
the supply of state parklands usually en
tails the costl) acqu1stion of privatel)
owned lands. 

Respons1b1ht) for providing an ade
quate suppl) of developed recreation land 
has been apportioned among public en
tities - national, state, county. city- and 
the private sector in roughly a two-to-one 
ratio of public 10 private. The prevailing 
philosoph) within the public sector. ac
cording to Thuma. has been that .. the na
tional parks people will supply the reallr 
big, unique. natural areas of national sig
nificance. such as Big Bend The state 
parks system ,viii be responsible for areas 
that have a state or at least multi-regional 
significance - with perhaps some picnic 
and campmg facilities, or mterpretative 
structures. but which are not as ,,.,ild or un
developed as a national park. Then at the 
next level are the c111es and counties, 
which are responsible to the local people 
for tennis, basketball. golf. etc. - the day 
outing facilities." ( He adds that he feels 
this traduional breakdown of respon
sibilities is changing in that, as a result of 
the energy cns1s, state parks may need to 
be located closer 10 urban areas. resulting 
m higher demand for day use facilities. In 
add111on, some concepts call for an m
crease in the percentage of natural. open 
space w11hm city and count) parks.) 

The Parks and Wildlife Department is 

the most significant public entity involved 
in the matter of Texas· recreation lands, 
for although it is directly responsible for 
providing but a small percentage of the 
prescribed 1980 total of developed park
land. it has a powerful innuence on vir
tually all recreation land development by 
the public sector. As a state agency. the 
department enjoys a reputation of being 
generally competent and progressive. And 
the federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
has been consistent I) laudatory of Texas· 
programs and generous in funding them. 
(Thuma reasons that people within the 
department do good work because "It's 
easy to get turned on to this thing of out
door recreation ... H is own staff he terms 
the best o f its kind in the nation.) 

Thuma's Comprehensive P lanning 
Branch is merely one of eight sections 
eomprisrng the Parks and Wildlife 
Department's Park Division. which is 
under the direction of Paul Schlimper. Of 
these sections. Thuma works perhaps most 
directly \\llh W. M. Gosdin's Special 
Systems and Planning Branch. Gosdin 's 
respo ns1bil1ty 1s 10 evaluate potential state 
park snes and to make recommendations 
regarding acquisition (through outright 
purchases, leases, or acceptance of dona
tions). H is staff monitors state park 
acreage deficits in eight geographic plan
ning regions and keeps acquisition and 
development programs on course in view 
of s1ate,,.,1de supply and demand . This also 
invo lves keepmg track of efforts 10 
preserve certain unique areas -
h1stoncally or archeologscally s1gn1ficant 
Siles, unusually scenic areas, or regions of 
ecological importance. 

Once a tract of parkland is acquired 
(the actual "red tape" is handled b) Lloyd 
Booth's Park Acqu1s1tion Branch), the 
Master Planning Branch comes into play. 
Under the direction of Clarence Ham, this 
multi-discipline section undertakes an im-
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pressively thorough analysis ol the site in 
llcvelop1ng the park program A team of 
planner'> - landscape architect\ and 
nrchitect'>, with input from hwlog1sts. 
111,torian,. archeolog1,t, and engineers -
llevelop, a concept tor the park which i, in 
accord with need,·" ,pccitied in I huma's 
Outdoor Recreation Plan. F1r,1, inlorma
twn i'> gathered on vegetation, wih.llile, 
and ae,1het1c, archeological or hl\torical 
value'> mmt worthy ot conserving Second, 
they con,ider ,oil characteri,t1C\, gra
dients, weather pattern'>, hydrography and 
e,1sting culture. Then a systematic land 
use concept can he developed which 111 
el udes a ,cheme for all ut1l1ty sy,term and 
nn operations and ma111tenance program, 
lh well a<, a general plan tor reereatmnal 
und rntcrpreuve t,11;1lrt1e, In addition, 
the re " ,, thorough cause ,ind etlect 
ns es,ment ot the e,pected environmental 
1111pact ot the prop<>',ed park development 
which I lam ,ays. "a\\ures protect111n of 
the envmmmcnt while develop111g the 
park." 

When the propmed program h,I'> heen 
approved hy the Parb and W1ldlrte Com-
111i,s1on. a private architectural tirm i, 
then called 1n to work with the I ngineer
rn" 01v1,ion toward de,ign and comple
twn ot the park Services may aho he re 
quired ot two other Park l)1v1!.1<>n 
brnnche, I listoric Site'> and Re,wratmn 
(Orion Knox) or I nterpretatlon, and E,
h1h1ts (F. I Green). 

In tlm 1,1\hion, l exa, has '>teadil> in 
crea<,ell m \late park acreage and con
tinue'> to .1,\li.t park llevelopment at the 
local level Will recommendation, ot the 
I cxu'> Outdoor Recreation Plan he imple 
mented hy 1980'1 I l,1rdly anyone think'> so. 
In the lin,t pl.ice. the plan adm1ttedl> 
rcllect, u pie-in-the-sk> approach. " In 
some planning report,. recommenllatwn, 
,ire tempered hy what the planner, lcel 
\\111 he aceeptahle to dec1swn makers," 

May/June 1975 

) 

( 
.. 

/ 

·, ..... . ....... 

"'J,_ C 

'">" Thum,, ·our approach is to ,imply 
tell them wh,11 " c,1lled tor to meet lie 
mand'>, then let them exercise their pre 
roga11ve a, to wh,ll I'> rea\onahle. or how 
much the} c..,1n do" 

Thum,, ,ay, meeting recre,1tion need, " 
largely ,1 funding prohlem, ,1<.lequate lunds 
to develop the ,t,11e·s full recreation po
tential arc '>1111ply not now uvailable Anll 
U\lng the land tor tun becomes even more 
expensive more ot ,, luxury ;ill the 
tune A\ populi1tion figure, chmh, and as 
open country,1de give, way to the ince, 
,.,nt ,prawl ot our c111e,. ,~e arc rcm111<.lell 
ot the need tor caretull> planned gnmth. 
I n<leed. mmt everyone 1, irecdy for more 
room. But they \till ,1111'1 mak111' more 
lanll . 

Above interpretive shelter desiRn by Pners 
& Fields Architects, Austin and Odessa, for 
Somerville Trailway, Somerville State Park 
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Joseph A llen Hoover 

H. W. "Dub" Hamilton 
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ANew 
Carver Park 
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When the Texas City architectural firm 
of Hoover + Hamilton began con
ceptualizing the renewal of Carver Park, 
they were well aware of opposing concepts 
of what a park should be - a natural, un
developed pastoral retreat on the one 
hand, or a leveled and drained plot of 
paved courts and playing fields on the 
other. The existing park, established as the 
"colored county park for Galveston Coun
ty" in the late '30s, was neither. 

Located on 20 acres in an economically 
depressed area, Carver Park was for 40 
years little more than a couple of sand-lot 
baseball fields on a near-barren plot, duti
fully supplied with a roadway. Then the 
county deeded it to the city for improve
ment. As the planning process began, it 
became clear that the sentiment of im
mediate local residents called for a sports
oriented park divided into playing areas 
- "basketball courts" at the expense of 
"bushes and shrubs." The architects, with 
ultimate support of city officials, wanted 
to hold out for due consideration of 
aesthetics and environmental amenities. 
But given the site, any natural element 
borrowed from the "pastoral retreat" con
cept would have to be designed into being. 

The eventual solution, arrived at 
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through a lot of give-and-take planning, 
made most everyone happy, athletes and 
nature-lovers alike. The focal point of the 
new park is a multi-purpose pavilion, 
open on three sides, housing a concrete 
slab lined off for basketball, rollerskating, 
badminton, tennis and small ball games. 
The structure adjoins a swimming pool 
and includes locker rooms and 
administrative office space. 

The park site itself underwent an amaz
ing transformation that complements the 
building design. To relate the man-made 
structure to natural environmental ele
ments, the architects carved out near the 
pavilion a large lake which narrows, winds 
and then expands into a second lake. Over 
the narrow connecting channel is a bridge 
linking footpaths which meander through 
the rest of the park - unassigned open 
spaces, outdoor game fields and picnic 
areas. 

A parking area was added, but interior 
roads and overhead wires were removed. 
And, improving further upon the natural 
setting, dirt from the man-made lake was 
formed into rolling earth berms which add 
interest to the flat terrain and screen the 
park from the densely populated neigh
borhood. 

Honor Award 
Texas 
Architecture 1974 

A sub-surface soil investigation indi
cated the water table was only eight feet 
below existing grade, requiring the swim
ming pool deck to be four feet above grade 
to allow for adequate pool depth. This 
situation prompted a two-level concept 
for the pavilion, with the pool support 
areas at pool deck level and the open 
pavilion floor at the lower level. The 
result was a softening of the usual harsh 
transition from a single story to the 20-
foot clearance necessary for basketball. 
To further soften the transition, laminated 
timbers were designed as an arched roof 
over the playing area and were extended 
into wide overhangs. Timbers and wood 
deck were selected as the structural system 
for aesthetics and economy and for main
tenance characteristics in the corrosive at
mosphere of the Gulf Coast region. Other 
basic materials used were architectural 
concrete and concrete masonry. 

Making most everyone happy was grat
ifying to the architects, particularly since 
they had to fight for standards of design 
quality. The majority of their clients, they 
maintain, want little more than a 
utilitarian solution to design problems. 
But Hoover + Hamilton believes that a 
good architectural environment shapes 
positive attitudes, and that good architec
ture requires thoughtful design. "Our con
viction," they say, "is that it is the 
architect's personal responsiblity and 
challenge to inject into each project the 
element of tasteful design, regardless of 
whether it is a governmental, private, low 
or high-budget project." (And even if it 
means trying to accomplish a little of what 
Mother Nature didn't.) 
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FORNEY ENGINEERING 
It appears more and more that a prime ingredient 

ol continued corporate success in this country is a 
sense of responsibility - not only toward clients and 
customers but wward employees and the public as 
well. especially that public residing in the same 
vicrnit> in which a company faci lity is located. This is 
most evident in the public relations and advertising 
programs ol large corporations (e.g. a full-page ad 
showing a telephone company employe helping a 
1.:hild recover a kitten from a housetop}. It is more 
subtly hut perhaps more importantly evident in the 
siting and architectural design of corporate office 
buildings. commercial plazas, and manufacturing 
plants When h,rney l:.ng111ecring Company, a 

32 

Dallas-based designer and manufacturer of in
dustrial safety control systems, began making plans 
for a new central facility northwest of Dallas, it chose 
to include this sense of responsibility in its design c:ri
teria, along with tht.! standard requirements for effi
cient administrative and manufacturing plants. Anti 
when it st.!lectt.!tl the Dallas architectural firm of 
Beran anti Shelmire, it did so at least partly on the 
basis of that firm's demonstrated ability to mesh such 
critl!ria into its design process. 

Besides 180.000 square feet ol usable space which 
could be expanded to meet future needs, the client 
wanted a building that was "people oriented and 
socially involved, that presented a favorable corpor-
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Left to right: £. £. Beran, Overton She/mire; Harry Shields, Associ
ate in charge of Forney project. 

n·1: image v,hile remaining within a tight design and 
c ,:istruction budget." This translated into such 
< L'~1gn particulars as a childcare center for the off
spring of corn pan> employes. an emplo>e cafeteria, a 
kylighted atrium, a dramatic exterior facade, and a 

large parking area camounaged by landscaping from 
thl! view of passing motorists. 

Perhaps the most remarkable of these features is 
the childcare center. ··The architects were asked to 
mrorporale the latest thinking for such fac ilittes. A 
ne 1" concept for such a plant, it might be termed 
more appropriatel> an industr}-provided learning 
centl!r. It is located on the ground noor and provides 
fo r the feeding, learning, sleep and recreatton of the 
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preschool children of approximately 600 company 
employees. Having successfully withstood the test of 
two years of operation, it is being run under the 
auspices of a local college whose staff assisted in the 
planning." 

Adjacent to the childcare center is a cafeteria 
\\ h ich, besides offering food service to plant and of
fice personnel during work hours, is avai lab le at off 
hours as an auditorium-type space for community ac
tivities. The cafeteria opens at one end onto a sky-
1 ighted, landscaped atrium with seating and terraces 
where employees may relax, lunch, and enjoy. This 
atrium is surrounded on its remaining three ·sides, 
without walls, by two stories of office space which 
feature an open office environment to allow for max
imum growth and nexibilit> among such various 
divisions as sales, personnel, R&O, computer 
facilities, and executive carrels. 

Steel framing was used throughout the structure, 
with 20-foot square bays in the office area and 40-
foot square bays in the manufacturing area. The prin
cipal exterior material is insulated steel paneling 
which can be removed and reused in an expans ion 
program. These walls, enclosing most of the struc
ture's 400 by 400 feet of noorspace, are set inside the 
concrete exterior columns to provide shade for the 
offices and to cover the docks a t the rear. Sur
rounded by large areas of pristine ground cover (in
cluding live oak and elm trees), the front of the 
building combines light masonry, bronze colored 
glass and anodized aluminum. The plate glass is 
lighted from above at night, while by day there oc
curs a striking interplay of shadows. 

All this, according to the architects, because of a 
client who "understood that a modern plant which is 
architecturall> integrated as well as functionally 
planned can serve as the company's finest advertise
ment." 
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Eight Texas architects are among 61 A/A 
m embers to be installed in the lnstifLlte's 
College of Fellows during the national am
venrion 111 Atlanta May 18-22 

Apart f rom tht• Gold M('(/al, which may 
be prest•ntt•d t•ac-1, y1•11r w om• ard11trct from 
any part of tll<' world, f1•llow1/11p /\ tht• lug!,. 
est honor tht• I n1m11tt• can b1•\fo1i 011 1t1 

membus. All AJA f rllow.1 mav tl\t' tlw in· 
itia/s FA/A following tlll'ir 11tJ111t'S, .1ymbol1l.
ing the /ugh estt•em in which they are held by 
the profession. 

/11 offenng the following personal 
sketches, Tuas Architect pays tribute to 
these TSA members who have reached the 
pinnacle of their careers. 
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Eight 
Texas 

Fellows 

Louis Daeuble 
Carroll, Daeuble, DuSang and 

Rand 
EIPaso 

Louis Daeuble's parents encouraged 
him ,n h1!, love for drawing, and his high 
school counselor auv1sed him to pursue 
architecture Alter 4 '\ year, 111 the profcs 
sion, Dacuhlc ,, thankful for what prove<.! 
to hl' earl> nudge, in the right direction. 
I le abo er curt, two of his mentors ,II I exas 
A&M - Ernest l angford and S C. P 
Vosper with "cnhanc111g and nurtur-
111g" his ,ho1cc of archrtecture as a profes
sion. 

I le feels that, over the years. his view of 
the profession has "not changed to a 
marked degree." Yet he notes there has 
been an inevitable 111crease in emphasis 
toward "performing as a business, or cor
porate practice" in addition to the tradi 
tional devotion to good design and crea
tive solutions in a human scale. The 
challenge of the future. as he secs it, will 
be "to maintain, and 111 some ways to 
rega111, a positron of eminence 1n the field 
of creating buildings." This, he says, will 
rnvolve cons1derauon of the total human 
environment M> that architecture has 
"aesthetic quality, 111 scale with human 
needs and aspirat1om,." 

Dacublc was president of the El Paso 
Association of Architects back 111 194 7 
before an AIA Charter was granted and 
has remained active in professional and 
civic activi ties. He has three children and 
three grandchildren and enjoys golf and 
art. Other of his leisure hours involve his 
pct proJcct, La Villlta. a quaint cluster of 
boutiques and restaurants which received 
a Texas Architecture I 972 Honor Award. 

Thomas E. Greacen, II 
G reacen, Houston & Rogers 
Houston 

Brought up in a family which displayed 
high regard for art and architecture, 
Thomas E. Greacen 11 was introduced to 
several famous architects in the I 920's and 
"got the idea then that architecture was a 
great calling." He quickly adds that 
"Nothing I have learned since has changed 
my opinion of the profession or made me 
question my choice." 

A native of Brooklyn, Greaccn received 
his architectural training at Princeton, 
Columbia, New York University and the 
American School of I-inc Arts ,n ron
tai nblcau , !--ranee. I le has practiced 
arch11ec1urc 111 ll ouston ~ince l94'i. 

Thinking back to his early concepts of 
archi tecture, Greaccn said, " II . Van 
Buren McGon1gle, who wrote very per
suasive articles in the architectu ral press, 
convinced me that architecture was pri
marily an art, and that its engineering and 
business aspects should receive secondary 
attention. In school and in the offices 
where I worked, my fellow students and 
fellow workers were very talented, and I 
felt quite humble in their company. I used 
to work long hours tryrng to be as good as 
they were. lhcre were times later on when 
I quesuoncd the preeminence of art in my 
profession; but I have come back to 
believing it. When I visited India not long 
ago and saw the TaJ Mahal, my respect for 
the artist-archi tect was completely 
restored once and for al I." 

As for the future, Grcacen says "over 
the years the big challenge I see will be to 
keep the architect the master bui lder and 
to resist the temptation to make him a lot 
of other things which aren't really as im
portant as the master builder, and for 
which he isn't nearly as wcll -traineu." 
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Arthur E. Jones 
Lloyd/ Jones and Associates 
Houston 

"Only as long as the profession can con
tinue to produce sound , practical and 
hcautiful structures will our respect within 
the community be maintained. Without 
th1~ respect we are helpless to further any 
program for community action." 

fhus the perspective of Arthur E. Jones, 
nc\l. AIA Fellow. A 1947 graduate of Rice 
University, Jones has served on a number 
uf committees in national AIA. He is mar
ried with four children. 

Jones' views regarding his profession 
have changed through the years. "A stu
dent 's view is most naturally more 
1llcalistic than that of the acting practi
tioner. My views have become more 
H.altst1c as experience has added to 
knowledge. This is a good and natural 
ll11ng. It's nice to feel the comfort and con
fillcnce that time and experience can 
give." 

lie insists that ··a high standard of ex
cellence must be maintained toward the 
h,1)ic commitments of our profession." His 
o" n following of that maxim has resulted 
111 his appointment to AIA Fellowship, 
"hich he has called a "nice, warm honor." 
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James R. Killebrew 
Killebrew /Rucker/ Associates 
Wichita Falls 

"As a youngster, my great interests cen
tered around building things with my 
hands. Watching and helping my father 
build exquisite furniture and boats, carv
ing with chisels, and painting ... " These 
were the forces which propelled James R. 
Killebrew toward a career in architecture 
and engineering. 

Now a Fellow in A IA, Killebrew 
believes that "we have entered a very cri
tical period not only in American history 
but in international history. We are con
fronted with a revolution of technological 
and social problems. The policies which 
AIA establishes in the immediate future 
will have a profound effect on our 
viability in the long-range future." 

Killebrew is in charge of engineering 
design and public relations in his firm in 
Wichita Falls. He graduated from the 
University of Texas at Austin, in 1949, 
following a four-year Navy stint in World 
War 11. He has served on a number of 
committees in TSA, was president of his 
loca I chapter in 1965, is now a member of 
AIA's Environmental Education Commit
tee. He was formerly president of the local 
chapter of Texas Society of Professional 
Engineers, as well as a member of the 
city's building code commi11ee, and in
structor at Mid western University. Long 
active in civic affairs, Killebrew is a 
Director of the Rotary Club and elder in 
the First Christian Church. He and his 
wife Prebel have four children. 

Has the new Fellow any advice for 
architects-to-be? "Long hard hours of ap
plying the basic rule: Hard work, produc
tion, ingenuity, a good attitude about his 
profession - even in diverse, 'non-eating' 
situations." 

Gunter W. Koetter 
Koetter, Tharp & Cowell 
Houston 

Gunter W. Koetter, new Fellow from 
Houston, feels that during his career he 
has "witnessed a change in the architect's 
position." Back in I 941 , when Koetter 
graduated from Texas A&M, "the design 
of buildings and the building of buildings 
was pretty much determined and con
trolled by the individual architect." But 
now, "more and more, we see the advent 
of developers, construction managers, fi
nanciers, and such assuming some respon
sibilities which the architect once demon
strated so forcefully. I am not sure that 
this is bad for the profession, particularly 
if the architect recognizes the changes and 
adjusts his aims and goals accordingly." 

Koetter was a vice president of TSA in 
1967, has chaired the Education Commit
tee of TSA, in addition to holding other 
offices, and presently serves on the Task 
Force for Architectural Training of AIA. 
He is also a national member of the Com
mission on Church Architecture of the 
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, and 
past president of the Houston School for 
Deaf Children. He and his wife Billie have 
three children. 

Among the challenges which Koetter 
perceives confronting architects in the 
'70s is that of "maintaining leadership" in 
developing the built environmen t , 
especially in regard to aesthetic quali ty, 
while becoming "realistically acquai nted 
with and auuned to the values of other 
professionals." 
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George H. Loving 
Tittle, Luther, Loving 
Abilene 

George H. Loving likes to say that the 
reason he went into architecture "must 
have been for love because it sure wasn't 
money." But, in the same breath, he's 
likely to extol the rewards of his chosen 
profession. And his appointment to AJA 
Fellowship he counts as his highest honor. 

Loving is a 1957 graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma and a partner in 
the Abilene firm of Tittle, Luther, Loving. 
He has been active in A l A since 1963, 
when he served as secretary-treasurer of 
his local chapter (vice-president in 1964, 
president in 1965). He has occupied a 
variety of positions in the state society, in
cluding a vice-presidency in 1974 and 
chairmanship of the Commission on 
Public Affairs and the Architectural 
Registration Task Force. In 1971, he was 
a Director of the Southern Conference of 
NCARB, and served in 1972 as chairman 
of the Texas Board of Architectural Ex
aminers. He has been a member of the 
Long-Range Planning Committee and the 
Electrical Board of Examiners for the city 
of Abilene, as well as the Board of Direc
tors of St. Paul Methodist Church. 

Loving, his wife Barbara, and their 
three children are devotees of outdoor 
sports, particularly "sailing and 
beachcombing." 

Regarding the future of his profession: 
"Diversification will be the name of the 
game." 
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Edward Mok 
Marmon & Mok Associates 
San Antonio 

Edward Mok sees AJA Fellowship as a 
uniquely significant honor, for it repre
sents the high esteem of one's professional 
peers. Likewise, he sees architecture as a 
unique profession - a "'learned discipline 
that truly combines arts and sciences. It 
offers gratification to my creative instinct 
m an art form," he says, "and allows my 
participation in a precise and demanding 
branch of applied science." 

His view of the profession has not 
changed much during some 25 years of 
practice, but he says, "My view of the role 
architecture plays in today's society is one 
of disappointment. It will primarily fall 
upon the shoulders of architects to restore 
the preeminence of architecture in the 
framework of our cultural values." 

Mok maintains an active pace in civic 
and professional affairs. He is a member 
of the Regional Development Review 
Committee, Alamo Council of Govern
ments, and is a former director of San An
tonio's Research and Planning Council. 
He has served in numerous capacities in 
TSA and AIA and is director of the 
Austin San Antonio Section of the Ameri
can Institute of Planners. When it's time 
for fun, he enJoys sailing. 

Mok's education, including a S .S. 
degree from the University of Chung King 
and B. Architecture and M. Architecture 
degrees from the University of Texas at 
Austin, bears out his opinion that compe
tence is all-important. Indeed, he feels 
that the greatest challenge facing 
architects is "to achieve high competence 
by each member of the profession in our 
service to the public." 

Howard C. Parker 
Harper, Kemp, Clutts and 

Parker 
Dallas 

Howard Parker has a vivid memory of 
how it all began: "The strength and simple 
elegance of the architecture I was in
troduced to through geography by my 
third grade teacher is a treasured memory. 
At that time I decided I wanted to be the 
guy that put everything in its proper place. 
But it was not until I began to understand 
that the practice of architecture also 
offered the opportunity of self-expression 
that I decided to 'be an architect.' " 

And he has an equally vivid concept of 
his own student-to-professional transition; 
"As a student, I accepted the excuse of 'a 
poor client' for the many bad projects in 
the late 40's. I didn't understand the pro
fession had to accept the responsibility for 
the lack of public awareness of the built 
environment. Because I didn't understand 
the professional's responsibility to educate 
the public, I planned to graduate, serve 
my time in Korea, fulfill my internship re
quirement, g~t my license and then serve 
myself as both architect and client - a 
developer. I did not want any part of a 
'poor client'. Korea was a maturing ex
perience for me. I began to understand 
how dependent we arc on each other, and 
how much more rewarding community 
service would be as opposed to self-ser
vice. I have accepted and embraced the 
awesome responsibility our profession has 
to the public as well as to our clients." 

As for the future, he expressed this con
cern: " My professional experience has 
confirmed for me that professional service 
is personal service. I think a profession 
should offer opportunities and security for 
a small organization of professionals. The 
trend, however, is toward bigness and 
comprehensive service. In bigness alone I 
fear the erosion of professional service." 

Parker is president of Youth at Work, 
and is active in other civic, church and 
professional affairs. He enjoys regular ex
ercise, gardening and reading, and claims 
to be an "excellent" cook. Parker and his 
wife, Rosalyn, have two children. 
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ANEW SYSTEM 
AND SERVICE 

FROM 
Ir .DUSTRIAL OFFICE SUPPLY 

· OR THE PROFESSIONAL 
INTHE 

FURNITURE INDUSTRY 

l 

The IOS Contract Furniture 
Div1S10n is oomposed 
of o special group of 
individuals organized to 
render services lo 
• Interior Designers 
• Architects 
• Dealers 

Purchasing: 

9 Receiving: 

,111 ·i Warehousing, 

@I 4 Make Ready, -@It) Delivery/ Installation: 

(J Provide Supplemental 
Technical Work To 
Overall Objectives: 

7 Research For Suitable 
Product: 

DI IIIDUSTllla 
DfflH 
SUPPi.¥ 

ContrJct Furniture Group 
1335 0.1U,1...,n, Dall.a,, Tt·~.a\ 75207 
(214) 748-7111 or 748-7177 

May/June 1975 

Endangered Species 

One day 107 years ago • • • 
In 1868. a I reed slave named Nicklous 

Crain and hi\ wife Mar> Ann commenced 
to build a home tor themselves in the 
wtxxJs near Z,t\ alla. 1 he} ,ct a foundatton 
ol nattve stone and chopped. split, dried 
and finished their other materials by hand 
lrom long leaf pine and cypresi. trees. 
The} put up a chimney of mud and straw 
and ti .. ed in their hou e and probabl} 
dtdn"t know that a century later two of 
their grandchildren, now in their ?O's, 
would si1 on the porch ol that same house 
with its new owners. Houston architect B 
Carroll Tharp and has wale Mae. 

Carroll and Mae discovered and bought 
the old cahan Ill 1971. dismantled it them
selves. hauled at b) truck to a new lix:ation 
in Conroe. then i.pent tM>-and-a-half 
>cars restoring the hou,c 111 the manner ol 
Nicklous ,tnd \far) Ann - with their 
hands. \\ith brute strength and patience 
and determination. 

Labor of Love 

Mac has wrmen an account ol their 
work. Before disasscmbl), she says. "we 
photographed the house from all angles. 
We cross-measured every piece and made 
numbers with a dyno kit .ind nailed them 
to each log .ind part All parts of the build
ing were !>.l\Cd, even the slats to cover the 
logs on the inside lace Carroll made a 
complete drawing of the building." 

Once at the new location "we examined 
the logs and began to treat and repair 
them" with Penta Chlorophenol. which 
"spattered hadly and removed the skin ev
ery place II touched " The damaged roof 

was repaired with "an experimental mix
ture of epoxy and sawdust packed m the 
cavittes We had .in allergic reaction to the 
epo,} and were treated for ·poison ivy' but 
it dad repair our logs. After the foundatt<>n 
Mones were placed and levelled, we raised 
the logs (44 ol them) with a block and 
tackle unttl that became too difficult and 
then we constructed a gin pole and used a 
chain hoist. It took us a month (working 
on weekends) to complete the placement 
ol the logs and the beam sills." 

Additional labor was required on the 
shell. whereupon "we laid our lloors . .idd 
ed the porches and began to work on the 
gahles. One gahlc was gone and one wall in 
bad d1srepa1r We bought lumber that had 
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Hand makes "to order" 
one-of-a-kind 

parquet furnishings. 
Each piece signed 

and numbered. 

Codtt.lil l•blft, Dftb, Sof• l•bles, 
ln•lories, G.lme l•blft, .. ,.ops, 

Dining I.mies. 

-CUSTOM FLOORING ALSO-

been taken from very old houses tn 
Houston to rebuild the gables. These thin 
bevelled boards had man> coats of paint 
and had to be stripped ,,ith corn starch. 
lye and ,,ater." 

\\ hen the hou,;e itself \\as linished. in
cluding restoration of the hreplace and 
chmrne). "we spent t\\O years ,;earchmg 
for furnnure . \\ e found an old iron bed 
from Civil \\ar da)~- Mrs. Lovelad) had 
been a slave. and when she "as freed. her 
mistress gave her this bed. \\ e lound a 
large old pine cupboard that had been 
constructed \\Ith square nails:· To these 
"ere added a chest "painted on the inside 
,,ith feather paint." several old chairs ,,nh 
ra,, hide bottom-.. other , intage lurn1sh-
111g.s and a Pl•tpourn of··otd hand-thnmn 
crocl,-.. iron Pl•1', .m<l h.md-torged iron~:· 

"\\'e ,,ere tempted to put a relng.erntnr 
and hut plate tn the pri1111ti, e ·1 e,,,., eup
hoard. hut ,,e kne,, "e'd rum It 11 "e did."' 
There ,., no eleetricit} in the hou-.e. no 
running \\Uter. nu gas. and no telephone. 

the fireplace or out 
h.iek," ,.1id ~hie. "and ,,e get our \\ater in 
a ~n,~k lrom .i little ,tream do,,n over the 
hill Some ol our tricnds think "e·re cr,ll} 
The> '>a}.·\\ 1th all the mone} )OU

0 ve spent 
on that old log hou,e. )OU could have a 
nice mobile home: .. 

In \fa). 1974. shortly alter the renova
tion ,,as completed. the l h,1rp'> 1m ited 
t\\O ot the grandchildren ot 'J1cklous and 
\.1.tr) Ann Cram to , 1c,, the re<,ults. "\\ e 
,;at on the tront porch."" 'illd \.1ac. ··and 
drank ~oftee and our old guc~t~ 
remtnl'>ced. Ea~h ,tory unlocked another 
door to the pa,t - it \\U'> thrilling to hear 
their talc'> ot earl} Te,a'> lite:· 

Th,-. triumph ot hard ,,ork and commit
ment to ,I \. 1sion i'> tor the Tharp., evi
dent I} Ju-.1 the beg111n1ng. The) re\.:entl} 
purcha.,ed '"the old Kennan railroad ~ta-

tion" and moved it onto their property 
near Conroe. They have also acquired a 
second log house dating from 1838. "We 
didn't plan it this way.'' said Mae, "but I 
think we'll end up with a whole pioneer 
village here:· 

SPECIES BRIEFS 

Legislature Considers Tax Relief for 
Historic Structures 

Hearings continue at the state Capitol 
on Austin Senator Lloyd Doggett's pro
posal (S.J.R. 27) to grant property tax 
relief to owners of sites designated for 
preservation as historically, culturally, or 
ecologically valuable. Witnesses testifying 
before the Senate Committee on the Texas 
Constitution have included Des Taylor, 
TSA Executive Director; Truett Latimer, 
State Historical Commissioner; and 
Beverly Blount, president of the San An
tonio Conservation Society. Ms. Blount 
argued that the proposed tax-break, by en
couraging private restoration of historic 
buildings, would help preserve the central 
areas of major cities which are being aban
doned o r allowed to deteriorate. 

Tips House To Survive 
A mediated swap between two local 

banks has bought survival for the century
old Walter Tips House in Austin. The present 
owner. Lamar Savings. which wants 
the site for a highrise development, has 
given the house to the Austin Heritage 
Society which in turn will give it to 
Franklin Savings, which will move the 

house and renovate it for use as a branch 
office. Lamar Savings has also awarded 
the Heritage Society $2500 to help defray 
the $11,000 cost of relocating utility lines 
in connection with the move. 

A second threatened structure on 
Lamar Savings property, the all-masonry 
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Palm-Goeth House, will hopefully be 
preserved through a similar arrangement, 
nccording to Lamar board chairman 
Stanley Adams. He has advised that in
terested parties contact him by June I. 

Texans Save Mississippi Mansion 
The Austin Heritage Society has com

mended Mr. and Mrs. Kelly E. McAdams 
for saving "Longwood," an octagonal 
mansion in Natchez, Mississippi, which 
dates from the Civil War period. The 
Austin couple, both members of TSA, 
have deeded the mansion, largest of its 
kind m the U.S., to the Natchez Pilgrimage 
Garden Club. 

Commissions Invited 
Bronze & Stainless Steel 

sculptors foundry 
and gallery 

3280 MURPHY ROAD• STAFFORD, TEXAS 77477 

TELEPHONE 713 / 499 4615 

May/June 1975 

1972-75 

displacement of volume concept 

APRIL 20 - MAY 18, 1975 

BEAUMONT ART MUSEUM 
JULY 11- 28 

BARNWELL ART CENTER SHREVEPORT 

represented 

Loft-on-Strand 
galveston island 

by 

VINCENT MANN 

GALLERY 

new orleans 
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A 
Alexander 
Contract 

Furnishings 
Most of the time architects 
know what they need 
when it comes lo 
furnishings and interiors 
- when they don't is 
when our 18 years of 
experience in furnishing 
motels, apa11ments. 
nursin~ homes. etc. comes 
in handy. 

Call Mickey Alexander 
(713) 523-9105 
2020 Southwest Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77006 

ENVIRONMENT LTD. 
SHARES YOUR VIEWS IN 
CUSTOM-MADE FURNITURE. 

In the News 

Texas Winner 
The American Institute of Steel Con

struction has awarded its highest recogni
tion to the Austin-based firm of Page 
Southerland Page architects and engineers 
for beautiful use of steel framing in creat
ing its Austin headquarters building. 

John K. Edmonds of New York City, ex
ecutive vice president of AISC, presented 
metal plaques and certificates to partici
pants in the project, noting that the Page 
Southerland Page award is one of only 
four in the South and among only 13 na
tionally. 

For your home and office. 5701 Richmond Avenue. • 

Houston. Texas (7131784-1500 ennronmenl ltd. 

The 18,705-square-foot structure, at 
606 West Avenue near downtown Austin, 
was conceived as a glass and nat-black 
coated steel "envelope" in the Interna
tional style. Major innuences on its design 
were its location on Shoal Creek, the 
desire for maximum natural light and 
flexibility to expand with minimum 
remodeling cost. 

AISC judges call the resulting building 
"an excellent example of exposed steel 
construction, carefull y detailed and well 
executed. The use of steel as an architec
tural expression is renected throughout 
the structure." 

AHA Workshop 
In response to growing professional in

terest in providing office space for physi
cians adjacent to hospitals, the American 
Hospital Association will sponsor the last 
two one-day workshops in its " Hospital
Based Medical Office Buildings" series 
May 22 in Denver and May 23 in Phoenix. 

The Institutes will examine assessment 
of need, physical and economic feasibility, 
programming and design, methods of fi
nancing, legal and regulatory questions, 
operating and maintenance costs and 
physician-hospital relations. 

For further information or a registra
tion form, contact the program coordina
tor, Susanne Batko, Division of Design 
and Construction, American Hospital As
sociation, 840 North Lake Shore Drive, 
Chicago, I llinois 6061 1. Telephone 
312/645-9578. 

Courthouse Plans 
The State Bar of Texas Committee on 

Courtroom and Confinement Facilities 
has indicated it wishes to add courthouse 
plans and specifications to their informa
tion and reference center. These plans 
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"-OUld be placed on file in order that they 
cuuld be more available to county groups 
10 ~how what can and 1s being done in 
courthouse planning. Architects wishing 
111 contribute plans for 1his purpose should 
contact Mr. Ernie Stromberger, P.O. Box 
12487, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
7871 I 

Registration Bill 
1 exas archi tects moved a step closer to 

their goal of attaining an effecttve 
Archi tects Registration Law April 7 as the 
llouse Committee on Business and lndus-
1ry voted in unanimous support of House 
Bill 432. Now before the House for con-
1deration, the bill strengthens the present 

law which , in effect, allows anyone, 
regardless of qualifications, to practice 
public architecture. 

0. H (1kt) Ha"is 

'iponsor of the b1ll 1s Dallas Representa-
11, Richard Geiger. A companion bill 
(S H 784) 1s being sponsored in the Senate 
by 0 . H. (Ike) Hams, of Dallas, and Don 
Adams, of Jasper. 

News of Schools 
Texas Tech Students 1n Architecture 

,111d Art (SAA) sponsored a week-long 
ymposi um on Creattvity in the Urban 

Arts Apri I 7-1 1 in Lubbock. 

May/June 1975 

Speakers and panelists during the 
daily sessions included Chairperson Nan
cy Hanks, of the National Endowment for 
the Arts; Donald Conway, of the A IA 
Research Council; TSA President David 
Braden, FAIA; Nat Owings, FAIA, of the 
internationally-known architectural firm 
of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill; Richard 
Lord, furniture designer for Thonet of 
Dallas; and others from outside and with
in the state. 

The symposium, organized "to provide 
an informal learning atmosphere for stu
dents, citizens and professionals in the 

creative fields," was billed by SAA as an 
annual event. 

A design project, the work of three 
architecture students, has been named 
regional winner of the 1974 annual 
Reynolds Aluminum Prize for architec
ture students at the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

The award - and a check for $300 -
went to Robert G. lkel, of Dallas; Des
mond W . Fletcher , of Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi ; and Rahib Sarcia, of Tempe, 
Arizona. All are students of Wolf 
Hilbertz, lecturer in architecture. 

Theway 
people talk 
about us. 

They say we do a craftsman's job 
(in an era when most don't know how). 

They say we deliver on time 
(when so few others do). 

The way people talk about us-is worth 
considering next nme you have a client 
worth pleasing! Call Coerver for 

• Architectural 
Woodworking 

• Elevator Cabs 
• Wall Covcrin11s ... 

COERVER INDUSTRIES. INC. 
3 311 Elm Street • D,11la.,, Texa~ 75226 • (214) 744-5211 

Texas WATS 1-800-492-4266 
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Know 
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Control your costs 
for construction 
projects. Establish 
budgets and 
compare systems 
at schematic, design 
development and 
final stages with 
complete cost 
estimates from: 

Quantity 
Survey 
Bureau, 

Inc. 

c<1ll 

HP nrY B KPrr 
H" b Prt J Smith 
W illi,irn S H ,wknev 
('1 13) n:~<i328 

;~ l ()() Tr <1v1s 
H <>11st,1n. T1·~,1s '/'/()()!, 

Eight student design projects from UT 
Austin and UT Arlington will be on dis
play June 22-J uly 20 at the Fort Worth 
Art Center Museum. 

The projects, done under the supervi
sion of New York architect Martin Price 
while a visiting critic, are design solutions 
for a physics facility and an urban museum 
for contemporary arl. Price said the 
parameters set for the project "comprise a 
protesting and a tempering of the ag
gressiveness of a formal system of 
architecture ... " Early pioneer buildings 
in Central Texas served as "instructive ex
amples of the geometry of form." 

The exhibit, entitled "4 from Arlington 
- 4 from Austin," will be on display 
Tuesday!>-Sundays, IO .5_ 

Architects Directory 
The American I losp1tal Association has 

compiled a directory of Architects for 
health planning which 1s currently being 
printed. Texas Architects who have ex
perience in health facilu1es design and 
who wish to be listed in a supplement Lo 
the directory should send a resume of 
their experience and a letter expressing 
their intereM to the TSA Office. The AIA 
is currently compiling a similar directory 

r----

ENGINEERS 
ARCH ITP:CTS 
ARTISTS 
SUPPLIES ... 
REPRODUCTION 
SPIIC IAL.ISTS 

----, 

MILLER 
BLUE PRINT CO. 
1501 WIIST SIXTH ST 
AUSTIN . TIIXAS 78707 
PHONII 1512/478 8793 
MAIL. ADD BOX 20015 L--------------~ 

and this information will be passed on to 
be included in their direcwry. 

Timely Book 
With recent disclosures of continued 

threats Lo the Big Thicket National 
Preserve (sec pages 16 and 17), a book 
publi!>hcd in 1971 by Jenkins Publishing 
Company, of Austin, assumes new rele
vance. The Big Thicket, written by Pete 
Gunter with photoi, by Roy I lamric (many 
of which appear 1n this issue) 1s avai table 
in mosl bookswrcs. 1 lardcovcr $12.95. 
Softcover $6.50. 

News of Firms 
fhc Austin firm of Wayne Bell and As

sociales hai, announced the changing of its 
firm name to Bell, Klein & Hoffman, 
Architects & Restoration Consultants. 
Principals arc Wayne Bell, John Klein and 
David I loffman. 

Parkhill, Smilh & Cooper, Inc., of Lub
bock and 1:.1 Paso, has announced the for
mation of an affiliate: Atcheson, Cart
wright & Associates, located at 1214 14th 
Street, Suite I 06, in Lubbock. 

fhc firm of Logsdon & Voelt cr, 
Architects, has announced the relocation 
of its offices Lo 3000 South 31 SL Street, 
Suuc 502, Temple, 76501. 

The Dallas firm of Janis Pulty Jarvis 
has announced the appointment of 
Wilham 11. Workman and Frank E. Whu
son. Jr. LO senior associate architect and 
Raymond L. Beets, Jr. and llollyc C. Fisk 
to associate. 

Edward L. Reichert has been named 
director of production for the Houston 
firm of Calhoun, Tungalc and Jackson. 
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Two Dallas firms - Harper & Kemp 
Architects and lconoplex, Inc. (formerly 
Clutts and Parker)- have merged to form 
Harper. Kemp. Clutts and Parker . 
Arch itecture Planning. at 2020 Live Oak 
in Dallas 

llarris Kemp, James Clutts, Terrell Harper, 
1/0111,urd Parker 

Bud Hopkins. president of the Dallas 
firm Envirodynamics, Inc., has been 
elected secretary-treasurer of the Ameri
can Society of Consulting Planners. Dan 
Brents. a senior associate in the firm, has 
been elected director of the North Central 
Texas Section of the American I nstllute of 
Planners. 

SIN CE 1934 

May/June 1975 

ARCHITECT'S 
HOT-LINE 

TOLL 
FREE! 
PHONE 
NOW! 

800 
492-6766 

n,- re I e ROACH PAINT STORE near you DALLAS 
Ric:herdaon Paint c.nter, 314 Span,Sh v,nage, 
Oak Chit, 527 Gol<••n Tr,.,ngIe Shopp,ng CenIer, Grove. 

7. • , ... June At,lld ca,a Linda, 346 Cau L•nd1 Plaza, 
P-ton Fofut, 1418 Pr81don Foresl Square IAVING 

Plyrno,.,111 Park Paon1s. 'l17 Plymou1n Park Shopp,ng 
Cenler ARLINGTON 1721 Eas1 Abrams 
GARLAND 823 W Garland Avenue 

RICHLAND HILLS 7811 Grapc,,,ne H,gn .. ,y 
FOAT WORTH ROMdale. 1201 S R1ve,alde Drove. 
Wedg.,ood, 5274 Tra,I Lake Drove 
PLANO 1170 Pa,k Btvd Pa,k Mall 
CenIer OKLAHOMA CITY 3118 North May 
Avenue TYLER 1625 West Fron! 
WACO 3300 Frankhn AUSTIN 8005 Burnel 

Aoao SAN ANTONIO 41S Wesl Rn.npllOdy 
HOUSTON llellaore, 5822 Bossonnel 

A1111ne. 7201 A1111ne Aoild 

Phone (2141 748-9421 , 1306 River Street 

DALLAS. TEXAS 75202 

Havea 
weekend 
affair. 

The quiet drinks by 
candlelight. The sweet, 
unhurried walks beneath 
the moon. Where has it 
gone? Lost among the 
broken water heaters and 
crabgrass? Don't quit now 
-Hilton Inn's "Super 
Weekend" Package is all 
you need. Friday night's 
$16.95 per person includes 
your room, celebration 
champagne and two 
drinks. Saturday night, a 
dollar less per person 
covers the room and a 
bottle of wine. (Tax 
included, tips not.) Hurry 
tiger-it's on a space 
available basis. 

DALLAS 
HILTONINN 
5600 North Central Expressway 
at Mockingbird 
For reservations call (214) 827-4100 
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STEWAI\T OFFICE SUPPLY CO. 

TEXAS' LEADI G CO THACT UEALEH 

FOi\ C0\1MEI\CIAL I 1TEI\IOl\8 

Offering these full services 

to the Professional: 

Procurement & Expediting 

Showroom Facilities 

Delivery/ Installation 

Continuing Service 

Product Research 

Survey Analysis 

Warehousing 

Make-Ready 

Budgeting 

Receiving 

Letters 
Editor: In the last session of the Legislature I was on 
the Natural Resources, Energy Crisis, and Transpor
tation Committees. In the 64th Session I am Vice 
Chairman of the Energy Resources Committee and 
am on the Environmental Affairs Committee. 

Very important legislation will come before both 
these committees this year. It is imperative that pro
fessionals, such as arch itects, who have unique 
knowledge and experience, accept the responsibility 
of influencing this legislation. The challenge of con
serving energy while simultaneously protecting the 
environment must be met. Architects can be valuable 
advisors to the committees and to individual legis
lators, to ensure that we produce laws which aid 
rather than hinder the solution of problems. Whether 
the subject matter is a H ousing Code. a Mass Transit 
Plan, Land Use or Oil Field Unitization , we need all 
the professional help we can get. Let us hear from 
}OU. 

Representative Milton Fox 
Houston 

This letter was inadvertently omitted from the 
March/April issue on the 64th Legislature. - Editor 

Editor: You arc to be commended for your thoughtful 
and informative March April issue of the Texas 
Architect. I thought you were able to focus attention 
on the pressing issues facing the Texas Legislature's 
64th session. I would like to especially thank you for 
the excellent arucle you had on mass transit. This is 
an issue whose resolution or lack of resolution will 
largely determine the character of cities in Texas for 
decades to comes. 

Thanks again for the issue. 

Representative Tom Schieffer 
Fort Worth 

Editor: It is apparent from reading pages 12 and 13 
of the March/April Texas Architect that we have a 
communications problem. Contrary to the inference 
in the article, we are actively supporting legislation 
to restructure the state government for effective ad
ministration of mass transportation programs, crea
tion of a state mass transportation fund , and author
ization for local mass transportation authorities. 

Eugene W . Robbins 
Texas Good Roads/Transportation Association 
Austin 
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othin9 we saY abOut our tile 
can tell you as rnuch as this photo. 

Take another photo in 10 years and it'\\ be even rnore t,eautifu\. 
we could cle9C'ib8 ""'8t goes into sen ve118 genuine claY tne-the Ingredients 

and thll process-and e,<plain h<>W well It insulates and protects. 

eut you choose a rooting materiel prim&rilY on the basis ot aesthetics-And that's wh81'e 
san va118 tile's permanent t,eau\'f t,ee0mes a d&Cldlng tactor. 

'l'OU wouldn't settle tor a poor substitute. would you? 
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Editor: We of French High School would like to 
thank you for the editions of the Texas Architect we 
have received. We have received this magazine for 
some time, and it is appreciated. Your issues of the 
magazine have aided me as a teacher in keeping up 
with the latest in Architecture and the students have 
found them informative. I am sure I have expressed 
the opinions of many of the teachers in this area, who 
received the issues. 

The Architectural Graphic Standards we are using at 
present is quite old and battered ( 1956 edition). I 
am not certain there is another edition on the market, 
however, I thought you would know. Last year I was 
told by an architect friend that you could assist us in 
obta ining more recent copies at a monetary savings. 
This may not be correct. If you can be of any assis
tance it would be appreciated. 

J . 8 . Roberts, Drafting Instructor 
French High School 
4514 Concord 
Beaumont, Texas 77703 

Perhaps some of our readers have an edition of 
Architectural Graphic Standards not now being used 
which Mr. Roberts could utilize in his classes. - Editor 

Editor: Congratulations on an outstanding and 
tim ely March/April Texas Architect. The content 
which voices the concerns of TSA should make 
friends and influence people in decision-making 
positions in our state. The new business development 
a rticle by Bill Knauer is also timely and helpful for 
Texas arch itects. 

H arry A. Golemon, TSA Vice President 
Commissioner, Professional Practice 
H ouston 

Editor: I had a chance to look at your most recent 
issue. It 's comprehensive - a little bit of everything 
and a ll about Texas. Please place my name on your 
subscription list fo r Texas Architect. 

John A. Schiffman 
Fort Worth 

46 

IN TEXAS, 
PUT A PRO 

IN YOUR PLANS. 
38 years in the business; and Texas Office Supply's services 
to architects and interior designers toke on new dimensions 
each year. Our own staff of order processors, verifiers and 
expediters;our own delivery, installation, and refinishing crews; 
our own professional contract representatives and wide 
choice of manufacturers make your job easy. As a member of 
The Contract Furnishings Council, we offer the fallowing· 
complete services: 

• TOTAL COORDINATION RESPONSIBILITY 
• COMPLETE SOURCE RESEARCH 
• BUDGETARY CONSULTATION 
• SPECIFICATION CONSULTATION 
• PRODUCT & SHOWROOM DISPLAY 
• WAREHOUSING, STAGING. DELIVERY 
• LEASING 
• FACTORY TRAINED INSTALLATION 
• FREIGHT & DAMAGE ADJUSTING 
• POST INSTALLATION SERVICE 

Over 100 major furniture manufacturers represented. 

For more information, please fill out the coupon below. 
r--------------------------, 
I Attn: Jerry Axelrod 
: Texas Office Supply Company 

1 6628 Gulf Freeway 
I Houston, Texas 77017 (713-644-6241) 

: We are interested 
l in your professional services 
I 
: Name 

: Company 

I Address 
I 
: City, State, Zip 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

texas 
office 
supply 
co. 

: THE OFFICE FURNISHINGS PROFESSIONALS 

I---------------------------
Texas Architect 
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~be egret anb tbe 
8.55 x 15 4-plp nplon corb fi~b. 

One summer. after 30.000 or so miles on the highways of Texas. an 8.55 x 15 4-ply 
nylon cord tire went flat. His owner rolled him into a lake. 

The tire determined he could begin life anew in the water. He swam about. looking 
for other abandoned tires who might have adapted to lake living. Alas. not knowing the 
territory. he swam too close to shore and got lodged in the mud. 

An egret happened upon the scene. "What are you doing?" the bird inquired. 
"I decided to become a fish:· the tire answered. "But I am stuck in the shallows. 

And now the sun is blistering me. I do not think I was fully prepared for this experience.'· 
The egret thought for a moment. "Neither." he mused. "was I." 

MORAL: A worn-out tire cannot hope to start life over as a fish. 
Take it home and dispose ofit properly. And didn't your mother ever 
tell you it's not nice to confuse egrets? 
/\ fable for our time from the T exas Society of Architects 


